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salr® MULTI-USER SYSTEM °

COMPUTER

Swie 6800 svstem

W i omey

DISK Bysrem

OPERATES - Up to 4 terminals running INDEPENDENT programs
HARDWARE TIME SHARE
IDEAL FOR - Al multi-terminal applications

The SwWTPC multi-user system converts our standard 6800
single user computer into a multi-user time share system
that may be operated with up to four terminals. The four
terminals operate independently and may be running four
different programs.

No modifications to the computer are necessary, you sim-
ply plug in the multi-user board and add an interface for
each additional terminal.

The multi-user system is ideal for program training, multi-
station business applications and for computer aided in-
struction (CAIl). Speed reduction from a single user system
is negligible because all switching is done in hardware.

Multi-user BASIC, suitable for program instruction and sim-
ple business applications, is included with the multi-user

[

Requires no modifications to computer

board. An 8K disc BASIC is also available for systems in
which disc drives are used. This software has a complete
nine digit floating point math package, full string features
and data files.

For computer aided instruction applications, a full feature
version of PILOT is available. It includes math operators,
misspelling match features and all other proposed for the
ANSI| standard version. The 6800 multi-user system is just
as economical, but far more flexible and powerful than
multiple small machines for CAl applications.

MUB-68 Multi-User Board and BASIC Software
Assembled and tested. . ............ FiaEE s $150.00
Kitzisieass S0 im0 s es o brasmin & $129.95

SOUTHWEST TECHNICAL PRODUCTS CORPORATION
219 W. RHAPSODY
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78216

Circle 350 on inquiry card.
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Model Z-2D System Two

Model Z-2 One or two disks Dual disk
Up to 512K of RAM/ROM Up to 512K of RAM/ROM Up to 512K of RAM/ROM
Up to 184K of disk Up to 184K of disk

Fill your computer needs
with the industry’s
most professional microcomputers

—_— 2 »
em Twe

#1 IN RELIABILITY

When you choose Cromemco you
get not only the industry’'s finest
microcomputers but also the indus-
try's widest microcomputer selec-
tion.

What's more, you get a computer
from the manufacturer that compu-
ter dealers rate #1 in product re-
liability.*

Your range of choice includes
our advanced System Three with
up to four 8” disk drives. Or choose
from the System Two and Z-2D with
5" drives. Then for ROM-based work
there’s the Z2. Each of these com-
puters further offers up to ¥2 mega-
byte of RAM (or ROM).

We say these are the industry's
most professional microcomputers
because they have outstanding fea-
tures like these:

e Z-80A microprocessor — oper-
ates at 250 nano second cycle
time — nearly twice the speed of
most others.

“‘Rated in The 1977 Computer Store
Survey by Image Resources, Westlake
Village, CA.

Up to 512 kilobytes of RAM and
1 megabyte of disk storage

System Three
Two to four disks
Up to 512K of RAM/ROM
Up to 1 megabyte of disk

e 21 card slots to allow for un-
paralleled system expansion us-
ing industry-standard S-100
cards.

e S-100 bus — don’t overlook how

important this is. It has the in-
dustry's widest support and Cro-
memco has professionally imple-
mented it in a fully-shielded
design.

e Cromemco card support of more

than a dozen circuit cards for
process control, business sys-
tems, and data acquisition in-
cluding cards for A-D and D-A
conversion, for interfacing daisy-
wheel or dot-matrix printers, even
a card for programming PROMs.

® The industry’s most professional

software support, including FOR-
TRAN 1V, 16K Disk-Extended
BASIC, Z-80 Macro Assembler,
Cromemco Multi-User Operating
System — and more coming.

¢ Rugged, professional all-metal

construction for rack (or bench
or floor cabinet) mounting. Cab-
inets available.

FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW

Cromemco computers, will meet
your needs now and in the future
because of their unquestioned tech-
nical leadership, professionalism
and enormous expandability.

See them today at your dealer.

There's no substitute for getting
the best.

see nexi

Lt et o S et et e et e d
Specialists in computers and peripherals

280 BERNARDO AVE., MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94040  (415) 964-7400
Circle B0 on inquiry card.
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This month’s cover shows Bab-
bage’s 1822 difference engine, a device
designed to calculate values in mathe-
matical tables. Charles Babbage was
one of the earlier pioneers in the field
of computational machinery, whose
work paved the way for later break-
throughs in computing.

In This BUTE

One way to demonstrate your
KIM-1 computer is to use it as a clock.
Robert Baker’s article KIMER: A
KIM-1 Timer shows you how to
display hours, minutes and seconds
on the computer's LED display. The
program can also be used as a timer.

page 12

Heat sensitive aluminized paper is
the key ingredient in Axiom’s unusual
EX800 printer. Find out about one
user’s reactions to this peripheral in
The Axiom EX800 Printer: A User's
Report by R ] Bosen. page 28

Transforming the goal “l want thus
and so function” into a program which
performs that function is an act of
design. Albert D Hearn provides the
novice programmer with some back-
ground philosophy about design of
personalized programs in his article
entitled Modular Programming.

page 32

Are you afraid of dynamic mem-
ories? Let author Lane T Hauck
remove some of the mysteries about
these devices in Who's Afraid Of
Dynamic Memories? The greatest
potential of the dynamic memory for
the experimenter is its low price;
reading the article should prove to be a
“refreshing’’ experience. page 42

Dr James M Williams takes readers
on a fascinating tour of early experi-
ments in automata in his article
Antique Mechanical Computers, Part
1: Early Automata. Read about Vau-
canson’s mechanical duck and the

4 July 1978 © BY TE Publications Inc

other miraculous pre-19th century
devices that foreshadowed today’s
computers. page 48

Today more and more design
engineers are introducing parallel
processing into computer systems to
improve throughput rates. With the
advent of inexpensive microprocessors,
experimenters can now investigate this
fascinating area. Find out more by
reading Robert Loewer’s The Z-80

in Parallel, page 60

When did personal computing really
begin? Was it 1974 or 1971? The sur-
prising answer is 1966. Sol Libes’ The
First Ten Years of Amateur Comput-
ing traces the growth of this rapidly
growing field over the past decade,
and gives credit to the true pioneers.

page 64

The ability to control DC motors
allows you to imagine applications
from games to robotics. Robert L
Walton describes a simple method of
shaft position control in his article,

Controlling DC Motors. page 72

EIR T TR TR T

Have you ever wondered how this
business of computing ever got
started? And just what were the major
developments and discoveries that
made the computer industry what it is
today? Well, take A Short History of
Computing course by reading the
article by Keith S Reid-Green. It
provides a perspective on the antece-
dents of today's developments in the
field of computing. page 84

If you would like to turn your
printer or other peripheral on and off
from your computer keyboard, Steve
Ciarcia describes a simple way to do
it with an EROM in Ciarcia’s Circuit
Cellar: Build a Keyboard Function
Decoder. page 98

How do | choose a microprocessor
for personal computing? In some
respects the problem is analogous to
attempting to choose between a V-8
and a V-6 automobile engine of the
same horsepower: both make the
car go and most users couldn’t care
less about the type of engine so long
as the car gets them to their desired
destinations. Similar considerations
apply in the choice of a personal
computer product based on the
microprocessor it contains. Who
cares what microprocessor the prod-
uct contains, so long as it accom-
plishes a certain minimum level of
function with respect to systems
and applications software? Lou
Frenzel of the Heath Company gives
some thoughts on How to Choose a
Microprocessor in an article in this
issue. page 124

Thinking of writing your own high
level language interpreter for your
home computer? If so, Ted Williams’
and Steve Conley's article, A High
Level Language for 8 Bit Machines,
will supply you with an overview of
one such implementation. The lan-
guage that they develop is suitable for
use as both an interpreter or a
compiler. page 152

If you own a Tarbell cassette inter-
face, read How to Get Your Tarbell
Going. Author Larry Weinstein ex-
plains how the unit works and gives
some suggestions for improving
performance. page 162




- 'The Ultimate Turn-on

On/off control everywhere-
by computer over the AC wiring

Now it's simple and economical
to control AC devices remotely from
an S-100 or Apple II computer.
Mountain Hardware's new Introl™
system delivers on/off commands
over the existing AC lines — so you
don't have to string a foot of wire!

Control at any AC outlet. The
Introl system impresses a code-
modulated 50 KHz control signal
on the house wiring. Then decodes
the signal at any outlet to switch
AC devices on and off. You can
control lights, refrigerators, TVs,
solenoid valves, sprinklers, burglar
alarms —and many other things we
leave to your fertile imagination.
With the addition of input sensors
to your computer system, you can
automatically control variables such
as temperature and soil moisture.

Here's how it works. You plug
in a single AC Controller board at
the computer bus and connect the
AC Interface Adapter to any con-
venient 115 VAC outlet The AC
Controller is now connected to
address as many as 64 channels
remotely. But it's completely isolated

Circle 260 on inquiry card.

from the 115v power, so there's no
chance of short or shock

At any outlet where you seek
control, plug in a Dual Channel AC
Remote. Then plug one or two
devices to be controlled into the
box. Every AC remote has two
independent 500 watt channels.
When commanded by the computer,
the Dual Channel ACRemote turns
the devices on and off independ-
ently. When polled by the compu-
ter; the Dual Channel AC Remote
sends a signal back, telling the
computer the status of each device.
Bidirectional communication pro-
vides error free operation.

Simple programming. You write
your control program in BASIC or
Assembler language. Software sub-
routines for the control programs
come with the equipment — along
with complete documentation. With
your computer, you can program
on/off commands at any day and
time using our optional Clock
boards for S-100 or Apple Il com-
puters. A self contained power
source assures fail safe operation.

% Mountain Hardware

Modest prices. The Introl
Remote Control System consists of
one AC Controller, either S-100 or
Applell,and one Dual Channel AC
Remote. It costs $329 completely
assembled and tested. Additional
Dual Channel AC Remotes are $99.

The 100,000 Day Clock for
S5-100's costs $219 assembled and
tested. The Apple Clock costs $179
assembled and tested.

All prices are f.0.b. Scotts Valley,
CA. Prices are USA Domestic. Cal-
ifornia residents add 6% sales tax.

Where to find it. The Introl
System can now be found at compu-
ter shops throughout the U.S. and
Canada. Drop by and ask for a dem-
onstration. Mountain Hardware,
Inc., 5523 Scotts Valley Dr., Scotts
Valley, CA 95066. (408) 438-4734.

DPual Channel AC Remote

BYTE July 1978

AC Controller (Apple)

AC Controller (S-100)
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By Carl Helmers

Articles Policy

BY TL Publications Inc is continuully
seeking quolity monuscripts written by
individuals who ore applying personal
computer systems, designing such sys
tems, or who haove knowledge which
will prove wseful to our readers. For
@ maore informal description of pro-
cedures and  requirements, poteniiol
authors should send a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to BYTE Authors
Guide, 70 Main 51, Peterborough NH
03458,

Articles which are occepted are
purchased with ¢ rate of 345 per pub-
lished poge, based on technical quality
and suitability for the intended reader
ship. As to articles appearing in BYTE
magazine, each muonth, the guthors of
the two leading articles in the reader
poll (BYTE's Ongoing Monitor Box or
"BOMB™) are presented with bonus
checks of $100 and $50. Unsolicited
muaterigls shouwld be occompanied by
full name ond address, as well as retum
posigge.®
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Some Thoughts About Modems

In the June 1978 issue of BYTE, on pages
103 and 104, we printed a short report on
activities of Ward Christensen and Randy
Suess of the Chicago Area Computer Hobby-
ist Exchange (or CACHE). These two gentle-
men have implemented a sort of public
bulletin board in the form of a computer
system which answers the phone through an
auto answer modem, determines the data
rate of the caller’'s modem, generates an
interactive self-documenting conversation,
and is able to store messages on a floppy
disk. [For those who missed the original
notice, the phone number to call is (312)
528-7141. You will need a Bell 103 style
modem running in originate mode at 110 or
300 bps. |

Another very active input is the continu-
ing activity of the PCNET committee on the
West Coast, which will sooner or later get
around to defining a protocol appropriate to
a number of users talking to each other. |
also received considerable inspiration from a
memo on Telemail put out by Ken Bowles
of the University of California at San Diego.
All these inputs add up to this present ex-
ploration of the state of modem technology
as applied to the personal computer.

If you look into the technology of tele-
communications, it is easy to get turned off
by timesharing. After all, what reason is
there to have your own computer if it is not
to avoid all that accounting and bill paying
on an hourly basis which is use of a time-
sharing account? Isn't it better to pay a
lump sum and have a self-contained com-
puter which runs without any outside ties?
This view of identity between timesharing to
a big computer and telecommunications in
general has been a somewhat erroneous con-
clusion in my world view for several years.

The conclusion is easy to arrive at, since
virtually all use of moderately large com-
puters is done by timesharing telecommuni-
cations facilities. But viewpoints change

when an open mind is maintained. The
demonstration provided by the gentlemen of
CACHE is a key input which sent me on an
intellectual excursion into simple, easily im-
plementable uses of the small computer with
the phone network. The ideas which come
from these thoughts are oriented towards a
small integer number of people communi-
cating with one another. These ideas are the
kind which can be implemented whenever
two or a few people share a common goal
and live far enough away from one another
to make telecommunications via their per-
sonal computers a useful practice in lieu of
physical travel. The technology is present
and fairly inexpensive, so there is no reason
why it should not be used. And, as readers
will find in the form of future articles in the
magazine, the technology is being used. Now
let’s turn to two characteristic models of
modems and what they can do for their
owners.

Simple Communications:

Two Computers + Two People + One
Phone Line + Acoustic Couplers

One of the simplest of models to imple-
ment in this sphere of computer to com-
puter data communications is duplex trans-
mission through the phone with similar
modems at each end. For example, let us
suppose that two readers are each the owner
of a personal system with a spare serial port
talking RS-232 levels to an acoustic modem.
Further, let's suppose that they want to talk
to one another using digital techniques to
send words by way of the phone line. An
ordinary telephone of the household variety
is their link to each other via the phone net-
work. A simple program model for conversa-
tions carried out through a typewriter style
terminal keyboard with a display of mes-

Continued on page 104



Look To The North Star HORIZON Computer.

EXPAND YOUR HORIZON

HORIZON™ _ a4 complete, high-performance microprocessor
system with integrated floppy disk memory, HORIZON is
attractive, professionally engineered, and ideal for business,
educational and personal applicaticns.

lo begin programming in extended BASIC, merely add a CRT
or hard-copy terminal. HORIZON-1 includes a Z8OA processor,
16K RAM, minifloppy™ disk and 12-slot S-100 motherboard
with serial terminal interface — all standard equipment.

WHAT ABOUT PERFORMANCE?

The ZBOA processor operates at 4MHZ — double the power of
the 8080. And our 16K RAM board lets the Z80A execute at
full speed. HORIZON can load or save a 10K byte disk program
in less than 2 seconds. Each diskette can store 90K bytes.

AND SOFTWARE, TOO

HORIZON includes the North Star Disk Operating System and
full extended BASIC on diskette ready at power-on. Our BASIC,
now in widespread use, has everything desired in a BASIC, in-
cluding sequential and random disk files, formatted output, a
powerful line editor, strings, machine language CALL and more.

NOoORTH ST1TAR

Also available —Hardware floating point board (FPB); addi-
tional 16K memory boards with parity option. Add a second
disk drive and you have HORIZON-2. Economical serial and
parallel 1/0 ports may be installed on the motherboard. Many
widely available S-100 bus peripheral boards can be added to
HORIZON.

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
HORIZON processor board, RAM, FPB and MICRO DISK SYS-
TEM can be bought separately for either Z80 or 8080 S-100 bus
systems.
HORIZON-1 $1599 kit; $1899 assembled.
HORIZON-2 $1999 kit; $2349 assembled.

16K RAM —$399 kit; $459 assembled; Parity option $39 kit; $59
assembled. FPB $259 kit; $359 assembled. Z80 board $199 kit;
$259 assembled. Prices subject to change. HORIZON offered
in choice of wood or blue metal cover at no extra charge

Write for free color catalogue or visit your local computer store.

#* CoMPUTERS

2547 Ninth Street » Berkeley, California 94710 - (415) 549-0858

Circle 285 on inquiry card.
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The answerisa

It’s the serious
solution to the
small computer
question.

Sol Systems are the key to effective, economical
small computer power. Sol Systems give you the force of a
powerful general purpose computer, the problem solving

capability of high level languages and the operational simplicity

of everyday office equipment.

From the ground up, Sol Systems were designed to do
a complete job without adding a load of costly extras. In fact,
when you compare the “everything included” price of
a quality, field proven Sol System with anything else on the
market, you'll be happily surprised to find out how little
the extra performance and convenience costs.

For example, complete Sol Systems with 16,384 bytes
of RAM memory start at less than $2500* Expanded systems
with 49,152 bytes of RAM memory, 1.5 million bytes of
on-line disk memory, disk operating system and Extended
Disk BASIC cost less than $8000* Both systems are fully
assembled, burned-in, tested and ready to go.

Sol Compatibility

Sol Systems feature the S-100 bus for pin-to-pin
compatibility with a wide variety of add-on devices such as
voice input and computer graphics. Standard Sol
parallel and serial interfaces will drive most standard printers,
modems and other peripherals.

A word about languages

No system is complete without software, and at Processor
Technology we have tailored a group of high level languages,
an assembler and other packages to suit the wide capabilities
of our hardware.

Take a look at our exclusive Extended BASIC as an example.
In cassette form, this BASIC features string and advanced

*U.S. prices only.




Sol System.

file handling, special screen commands, timed input, complete
matrix, logarithmic and trigonometric functions, exponen-
tial numbers, 8 digit precision and square root. The language
handles serial access files, provides tape rewind and
offers sor control for graphics capability.
The disk version has all the number crunching talents
of the cassette BASIC plus instant access to data and programs
on floppy disks. It includes random as well as sequential
files and a unique ability to update sequential data in place.
Processor Technology FORTRAN is similar to FORTRAN IV
and has a full set of extensions designed for the “stand alone”
computer environment. Thousands of special application

programs available through books and periodicals have already

been written in this well established language.

Processor Technology PILOT is an excellent language
for teachers. It is a string-oriented language designed expressly
for interactive applications such as programmed instruction,
drill and testing.

No wonder we call it the serious solution

to the small computer question.
It’s the small computer system to do the general ledger and

the payroll. Solve engineering and scientific problems.
Use it for word processing. Program it for computer aided
instruction. Use it anywhere you want versatile

computer power!

Sold and serviced only by the best dealers.

Sol Systems are sold and serviced by an outstanding group
of conveniently located computer stores throughout the
United States and Canada. They are also available in Australia,
Europe, the United Kingdom, Central America, South
America, Japan and Singapore.

For more information contact your nearest dealer listed on
the following page. Or write Department B, Processor
Technology Corporation, 7100 Johnson Industrial Drive,
Pleasanton, CA 94566. Phone (415) 829-2600.

Circle 305 on inquiry card.

Processor lechnology




See Sol at dll these fine
computer centers.

ALABAMA
Birmingham ICP— Computerland
(205) 979-0707
CALIFORNIA
Costa Mesa Orange County
Computer Center (714) 646-0221
Hayward . . . The Byte Shop
(415) 537-2983
Hayward ... .Computerland of
Hayward (415) 538-8080
Lawndale The Byte Shop
(213) 371-2421
Modesto ..Computer Magic
(209) 527-5156
Mountain View 4 Digital Deli
(415) 961-2670
San Rafael The Byte Shop
(415) 457-9311
Tarzana . Byte Shop of Tarzana
(213) 343-3919
Walnut Creek The Byte Shop
(415) 933-6252
COLORADO
Boulder .The Byte Shop
(303) 444-6550
Denver The Byte Shop
(303) 399-8995
FLORIDA
Ft. Lauderdale Byte Shop of

Ft. Lauderdale (305) 561-2983

Miami Byte Shop of Miami
(305) 264-2983

Tampa Microcomputer

Systems Inc. (813) 879-4301

GEORGIA

Atlanta Atlanta Computer Mart
(404) 455-0647

ILLINOIS

Schaumburg The Data Domain
(312) 397-8700

10WA

Davenport The Computer Store

of Davenport (319) 386-3330

Processor i
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MARYLAND
Towson . . .. .Computers, Etc
(301) 296-0520
MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor The Computer Store of
Ann Arbor (313) 995-7616
MINNESOTA
Minneapolis Computer Depot
(612) 927-5601
NEVADA
Reno Byte Shop of Reno
(702) 826-8080
NEW JERSEY
Cherry Hill Computer Emporium
(609) 667-7555
Iselin. ... The Computer Mart of
New Jersey (201) 283-0600
NEW YORK
Endwell .The Computer Tree
(607) 748-1223
New York The Computer Mart of
New York (212) 686-7923
White Plains The Computer

Corner (914) 949-3282
NORTH CAROLINA

Raleigh ROMs N’ RAMs
(919) 781-0003
OHIO

Akron Basic Computer Shop
(216) 867-0808
Columbus The Byte Shop
(614) 486-7761
Dayton Computer Mart of
Dayton (513) 296-1248

OREGON
Beaverton Byte Shop Computer
Store (503) 644-2486
Eugene The Real Oregon
Computer Co. (503) 484-1040
Portland Byte Shop Computer

Store (503) 223-3496

RHODE ISLAND
Warwick Computer Power, Inc

(401) 738-4477

SOUTH CAROLINA

Columbia The Byte Shop

(803) 771-7824

TENNESSEE
Kingsport Microproducts &
Systems (615) 245-8081
TEXAS
Arlington Computer Port
(817) 469-1502
Houston Interactive Computers
(713) 772-5257
Lubbock Neighborhood Computer
Store (806) 797-1468
VIRGINIA
McLean .. The Computer Systems
Store (703) 821-8333
WASHINGTON
Bellevue . Byte Shop Computer
Store (206) 746-0651
WISCONSIN
Madison .. The Madison Computer
Store (608) 255-5552
Milwaukee The Milwaukee

Computer Stbre (414) 259-9140
WASHINGTON, D.C.
Washington, D.C. . Georgetown
Computer Store (202) 362-2127
CANADA
London, Ontario The Computer
Circuit Ltd. (519) 672-9370

Toronto, Ontario Computer

Mart Ltd. (416) 484-9708

Basic Computer
Group Ltd. (604) 736-7474

Pacific Computer
Store (604) 438-3282

Vancouver, BC

Vancouver, B.C.

AUSTRALIA

Victoria Sontron Instruments
(03) 569.7867

PHILIPPINES

San Juan, Metro Manila Integrated

Computer Systems, Inc
JAPAN

Tokyo Moon base Shinjuku

(03) 375-5078.5079

Circle 305 on inquiry card.
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DESIGNERS BEWARE: SOME 2716
CONFUSION

| just came across a very untidy situ-
ation involving read only memory num-
bers which may be of interest to a great
number of readers. We are all familiar by
now with the advantages of the 2716
erasable read only memory; however,
everyone should be aware that while the
Intel version (and possibly others) re-
quires only a single +5 V supply, Texas

& Instruments makes a similar device with
identical memory organization, number
v TMS2716 that requires +5 V and +12 V

supplies. This part is designed to be pin

compatible with the older 2708s. Texas
Instruments has another part labeled a e av. it

. TMS52516 which is pin compatible with
an Intel type 2716, requiring only a 17 T BRI Lles V0 .
+5 V supply. While this is assuredly \(WHT - | ,*’1' - T\| ;‘_'_‘-1' :\\I?
somewhat bizarre, there seems to be
argument amongst the two companies as ! ; g : \'?“_-] =

to who claimed the name 2716 first. It
is definitely something that many will be
in need to be aware of.

v David Marke
Solar Dynamics Ltd

3904 Warehouse Row, Suite C

Austin TX 78704

HOW TO STAY IN CIRCULATION

| was somewhat astonished (an un-

¢ derstatement) to find, wrapped in the
splendor of the March 1978 (I think)
" plain brown BYTE wrapper, an April
1978 Playboy. Now don’t get me wrong,
E | enjoy looking at lovely ladies; in fact

it is one of my most time consuming
hobbies. However, | can pick up Hef's
rag anywhere in Ottawa, and right now

2 my computer needs more tips on oper-
ating than | do. So, if you would, I'd
appreciate an issue of BYTE that
matches the enclosed mailing sticker.
Thank you.

Kevin Szabo

Box 86, Hillcrest Dr

RR #1, Manotick

Ontario CANADA KOA 2NO

WHERE TO GET TECO

Carl Helmers' editorial in the March
1978 BYTE, page 6, was interesting to
me, since the LSI-11 can run the RT11
operating system, for which there is a
version of real TECO (a superset of the
old PDP6/PDP10 TECO) with most or
all of the features he wants, plus ability
to use floppies, etc. Sources for said
TECO are available from DECUS for a
minimal charge. I've worked on the

Continued on page 120
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KIMER: A KIM-1 Timer

Listing 1: Combination digital clock and timer program written for the MOS
Technology KIM-1 computer. The LED readout is used to display hours,
minutes and seconds.

12

Address Hexadecimal
Code
00 00 00
01 00
02 00

02 00 A5 00

02 02 85 FB
02 04 A5 01

02 06 85 FA
02 08 A9 00

02 0A 85 F9

02 OC 8D 03 17
02 OF A9 04

02 11 85 02

02 13 A2 20
02 15 CA

02 16 DO FD
02 18 A9 F1

02 1A 8D OF 17
02 1D 20 1F 1F
02 20 2C 07 17
02 23 10 F8

02 25 C6 02

02 27 DO EA

02 2B A0 00
02 2D A5 F9
02 2F 69 01
02 31 85 F9
02 33 C9 60
02 35 FO 04
02 37 A2 19
02 39 DO 23
02 3B 84 F9

A5 FA
02 40 69 01
02 42 85 FA
02 44  C9 60
02 46  FO 04
0248 A2 14
02 4A DO 12
02 4C 84 FA
02 46 A2 10

02 51 A5 FB
02 83 69 01
02 55 85 FB
02 67 C9 24
02 59 DO 03
02 5B 84 FB

02 &F A9 04
02 61 85 02
4C 15 02

July 1978 © BY TE Publications Inc

Label

SETHR:
SETMIN:
CNTR:

START:

TIMER:
DELAY:

WAIT:

MIN:

HRS:

SET:

Op Code

#00
#00
#00

LDA SETHR
STA POINTH
LDA SETMIN
STA POINTL
LDA #00
STA INH
STA 1703
LDA

STA CNTR
LDX #20
DEX

BNE DELAY
LDA #F1
STA 170F
JSR SCANDS
BIT 1707
BPL WAIT
DEC CNTR
BNE TIMER

SED
cLte -

LDY #00
LDA INH
ADC #01
STA INH
CMP #60
BEQ MIN
LDX #19
BNE SET
STY INH
CLC

LDA POINTL
ADC #01
STA POINTL
CMP #60
BEQ HRS
LDX #14
BNE SET
STY POINTL
LDX #10
CLC

LDA POINTH
ADC #01
STA POINTH
CMP #24
BNE SET
STY POINTH
DEX

cLD

LDA #04
STA CNTR
JMP DELAY

Comments

Set starting time.

Set PB7 as input.
Set timer loop count.

Timer calibration.

Start timer.

Display current time.
Wait for timer interrupt.

Decrement counter.
Finish second timeout.

Set decimal mode.
Clear carry.

Get seconds.
Add 1.

Check if next minute.
Branch if yes.

Set delay count.

Wait for next timer start.
Clear seconds.

Get minutes.
Add 1.

Check if next hour.
Branch if yes.

Set delay count.

Wait for next timer start.
Clear minutes.

Set delay count.

Get hours digits.
Add 1.

Check if next day.
Branch if not.

Clear hours.

Adjust delay count.
Clear decimal mode.
Reset loop count.

Start next cycle.

Robert Baker
15 Windsor Dr
Atco NJ 08004

This short program converts your KIM-1
into a 24 hour digital clock and illustrates
the use of the built-in timer for long time
delays, and the use of instruction loops for
shorter delays. The 7 segment displays
are used for output, and are used in con-
junction with one of the routines in the read
only memory which drives them.

To use the internal timer, 10 pin PB7
of 6530-003 must be set as an input pin to
allow testing of the timer interrupt. This is
accomplished by setting bit 7 of the direc-
tion register (location 1703) to O before
using the timer. The timer is started by
loading it with the desired delay count, and
the address used determines the timer
frequency and whether or not to enable the
timer interrupt. Bits O and 1 of the address
select the timer frequency as 1, 8, 64, or
1024 us per timer count while bit 3 enables
the timer interrupt if set to 1.

This clock program uses the internal
timer for a time delay of approximately
250 ms. After four time delays (1 second),
the current time is incremented by 1 and
the timing cycle continues. Whenever the
time count is being incremented, instruction
timing delays are added where needed to
keep all time delays constant for whatever
program route is taken. An additional
instruction delay is added within the 1
second timer to calibrate the timer to
exactly 1 second. If your system clock is
slightly slower or faster, you may have to
adjust the timer count (location 0219) for
about 1 ms increments and the calibration
count (location 0214) for 4 us increments.

To set the clock, enter the desired start-
ing time hours in location 0000 and minutes
in location 0001. To start the clock, set the
program starting address (0200) and depress
“GO" at the desired starting time (as set
in locations 0000 and 0001). If the starting
time is set as 0000 (hours and minutes), the
program can be used to measure elapsed
times for special applications by using the
“ST" button to stop the program. For even
fancier applications, you can add testing of
an external switch to start and stop the
clock. If you would rather have a 12 hour
clock, simply change the contents of loca-
tion 0258 from 24 to 12.m

H



The 8813 was built with you, the professional, in mind.
It quickly and easily processes cost estimates, payrolls,
accounts, inventory, patient/client records and much
more. You can write reports, briefs, and proposals on
the 8813’s typewriter keyboard, see them on the video
screen, and instantly correct, revise, or print them.

Using the 8813, one person can process what would
normally require many secretaries, several bookkeepers,
and a great deal of rime. And data storage takes a small
fraction of the space used by previous methods.

(il

You don’t need to learn complicated computer lan-
guages. The 8813 understands commands in English. If
you want to write your own programs, the 8813 includes a
simple computer language, BASIC, that you can master in
a few days. The 8813 slashes the professional’s overhead.
It’s a powerful time and money-saving ally. Prices for
complete systems including printer start at less than $8,000.

See the 8813 at your local dealer or contact PolyMorphic
Systems, 460 Ward Drive, Santa Barbara, California, 93111,
(805) 967-0468, for the name of the dealer nearest you.
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Wich personal computer will be

most enjoyable and rewarding for you?
Since we delivered our first Apple® Il
in April, 1977, more people have chosen
our computer than all other personal
computers combined. Here are the
reasons Apple has become such an
overwhelming favorite.

Apple is a fully tested and assembled
mainframe computer. You won't need

to spend weeks and months in assembly.

Just take an Apple home, plug it in,
hook up your color TV* and any cassette
tape deck — and the fun begins.

To ensure that the fun never stops,
and to keep Apple working hard, we’ve
spent the last year expanding the Apple
system. There are new peripherals,
new software, and the Apple II Basic
Programming Manual. And wait till
you see the Apple magazine to keep

owners on top of what’s new.

Apple is so powerful and easy to use

that you'll find dozens of applications.
There are Apples in major universities,
helping teach computer skills. There
are Apples in the office, where they're
being programmed to control inven-
tories, chart stocks and balance the
books. And there are Apples at home,
where they can help manage the family
budget, control your home’s environ-
ment, teach arithmetic and foreign
languages and, of course, enable you
to create hundreds of sound and
action video games.

When you buy an Apple II you're
investing in the leading edge of tech-
nology. Apple was the first computer
to come with BASIC in ROM, for
example. And the first computer with
up to 48K bytes RAM on one board,
using advanced, high density 16K
devices. We're working to keep Apple
the most up-to-date personal computer
money can buy. Apple II delivers the
features you need to enjoy the real

theworlds
nal computer.

satisfaction a personal computer can
bring, today and in the future. s

& hi-resolution .
graphics, too.

Don't settle for a black and _
white display! Connect your
Apple to a color TV and
BASIC gives you instant
command of three display
modes: Text, 40h x 48v
Color-graphics in 15 colors.
and a 280h x 192v High
Resolution
array that
lets you plot
graphs and
compose
3-D images.
Apple gives
you the added+
capability of combining
text and graphics, too.

Back to basics,and
assembly language too.

Apple speaks three languages: fast *
integer BASIC, floating point BASIC
for scientific and financial applications,
and 6502 assembly language. That’s °
maximum programming flexibility. And,=
to preserve user’s space, both integer
BASIC and monitor are permanently
stored in 8K bytes of ROM, so you «
have an easy-to-use, universal language
instantly available. BASIC gives you
graphic commands: COLOR=, VLIN,
HLIN, PLOT and SCRN. And direct
memory access, with PEEK, POKE
and CALL commands. 3

Software: Qurs and yours.
There’s a growing selection of pre- -
programmed software from the Apple .
Software Bank — Basic
Finance, Checkbook, High
Resolution Graphics and
more. Now there’s a User
Section in our bank, to make £8
it easy for you to obtain 2L 8
programs developed




by other Apple owners. Our Software
+ Bank is your link to Apple owners all
over the world.

Apple peripherals
are smart peripherals.

each month for the latest in our grow-
- Alive with ing family of peripherals. We call them
v the sound “intelligent interfaces” They're smart
of music. peripherals, so you can plug them in
' Apple's ex- and run them from BASIC without

» clusive built-in

speaker delivers

the added dimension of sound to your

programs. Sound to compose electronic

. music. Sound to liven up games and
educational programs. Sound, so that
any program can “talk” back to you.

. That’s an example of Apple’s “people
compatible” design. Another is its light,
durable injection-molded case, so you

having to develop custom software.
No other personal computer comes

continuously variable game paddles,
Apple has eight peripheral slots, three

a powerful, state-of-the-art switching
power supply that can drive all your

can take Apple with you. And the Apple peripherals.
. professional quality, typewriter-style
keyboard has n-key rollover, for fast, Available now.

 error-free operator interaction.

Apple is the
proven computer.

Apple is a state-of-the-art single
board computer, with advanced LSI
design to keep component count to a
minimum. That makes it more reliable.
If glitches do occur, the fully socketed
board and built-in diagnostics sim-

+ plify troubleshooting. In fact, on our
assembly line, we use Apples to
test new Apples.

Apple is in stock and ready for
the dealer nearest you. Or, for more
details and a copy of our “Consumer’s
Guide to Personal Computers,” call

or write Apple

10260 Bandley

. tino, CA
95014.

=== —\H\L

¢
*Apple 11 plugs into any standard TV using
an inexpensive modulator (not included).

- **In California, call 408/996-1010.

Those math programs | wrote
last week-1 just rewrote them using
Apple's mini-assembler and got them

to run a hundred times faster.

Programming is a snap!
I'm halfway through Apple’s BASIC
manual and already I've programmed
my own space wars game.

Watch the far right column of this ad

close to Apple’s expandability. In addi-
tion to the built-in video interface, cas-
sette I/0,and four A/D inputs with two

TTL inputs and four TTL outputs. Plus

delivery at a store near you. Call us for

800/538-9696**
Computer, Inc.,

Drive, Cuper-

New from Appie.

Introducing Disk II" :
instant access to your files.

Our newest peripheral is Disk I, a
high-density 5%" floppy disk drive for
fast, lowcost data retrieval. It's perfect
for storing large bodies of data such as
household finances, address files and in-
ventories; you can find any record in just
half a second. No more searching through

stacks of cassettes; with
a few keystrokes, your

%\ system will load, store
and run any file by
_ name.
Disk II consists of

an intelligent inter-
face card, a power-
ful Disk Operat-
ing System
(DOS), and
one or two
minifloppy drives. Your
Apple will handle up to seven
inter face cards and fourteen drives,
for control of nearly 1.6 megabytes of
data, with no expansion chassis. The com-
bination of ROM-based bootstrap loader
and an operating system in RAM provides
complete disk handling capability, includ-
ing these special features:
® %m‘t sectored ® Random or sequential
file access ® Program chaining capability
® Universal DOS command processor
works with existing languages and monitor
e Full disk capability in systems with as
little as 16K RAM e Storage capacity:
113 kilobytes/diskette.

See Disk Il now at your Apple dealer.
Sold c*omplele with controller and DOS at
$495.

Peripherals in stock

Hobby Board (A2B0001X), Parallel Print¢
Interface (A2B0002X), Communication Ii
terface (A2B0003X), Disk 11 (AZM0004X

Coming soon

High speed Serial Interface, Printer II,
Printer IIA, Monitor II, Modem IIA.

! Price subject to change without natice.

Circle 15 on inquiry ci

Apple’s smart peripherals make
expansion easy. Just plug 'em in ai
they’re ready to run. I've already
added two disks, a printer and th
communications card.



Photo 1: Some of the
14,000+ crowd amble by a

voung hacker program-
The Second ming music on a Video

Brain computer.,

West Coast

Computer Faire

By Chris Morgan, Editor

San ] ose was the place to be last March 3,
4 and 5 for the Second West Coast Com-
puter Faire. The Convention Center was
easily able to handle the crowd of 14,169
who came to see the latest developments in
personal computing.

A quick examination of some of the hun-
dreds of manufacturers’ booths revealed
some trends: floppy disks are on the in-
crease, with new models being shown or
promised by Heathkit, Apple, Radio Shack
and many others; more and more personal
computers are now being offered with built-
in floppy disks; peripherals and add-ons are

) 2: Robot trials at
tnabyte booth, a
attraction at the
West Coast Com-

re,

wd.

d

: IBM’s booth, an
\ws addition to the

e Circle 351 on innui=- ==
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Photo 4: Ira Baxter’s
chess playing system dis-
play, which competed in
the Microcomputer Chess
Tournament at the Faire.

0's Larry Weinstein displays Star Wars graphics.

Photo 5: Apple Computer’s new minifloppy
drive.

now available for a wide variety of computer
buses.

| enjoyed the many special features of the
show, particularly the excellent computer
generated art on display in the lobby. The
microcomputer chess tournament proved to
be one of the hits of the show. Larry Wagner
from Atari presided over the 3 day battle of
the processors, taking time out to give me a
guided tour of the tournament. The level of
play was impressive, and the winning pro-
gram, called SARGON, was a 16 K byte
Z-80 assembler program written by a hus-
band and wife team, Kathe and Dan
Spracklen. It beat some highly touted com-



. . . in software too!

Hardware. Software. Peripherals.

We've got the best in the business! (ﬂh@ @f@ﬁﬁ@ gm@ )

P.O. Box 6528 Denver, CO 80206 (303) 777-7133




Photo 7: Heath's new H27
dual floppy drive, sched-
uled to be available later
this year.

petition. (A copy of the SARGON program
is available for $15 postpaid from the
Spracklens, 10832 Macouba Pl, San Diego
CA 92124.)

| was impressed with the professional ap-
pearance of the show, which held its own
with many of the established engineering
and computing shows. The Third West Coast
Computer Faire will be held this coming
November 3, 4 and 5 in Los Angeles. Plan to
see it if you can.®

Photo 8: Students from Mills College Center for Contemporary Music in
Oakland demonstrate-a digital and analog hybrid music synthesizer system,
one of many special exhibits at the Faire.

Photo 9: Cromemco color
video unit displays chess
program at the Computer
Room of San Jose booth.
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NORTH STAR 16K RAM
A star from our Horizon
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The North Star 16K RAM board is a star performer
in our HORIZON computer. Just as important, it is the
ideal memory for most other S-100 bus systems. No other
RAM board can surpass the speed, reliability, and quality
features of the North Star 16K RAM at any price.

SPEED — The North Star 16K RAM is the fastest S-100
bus memory board available. No wait states are required,
even with a Z80 at 4MHz. And, of course, this outstand-
ing 16K RAM will operate with both 8080 and Z80 proc-
essors at 2MHz. Industry standard 200ns dynamic RAM
chips are used. Invisible on-board refresh circuitry allows
the processor to run at full speed.

RELIABILITY — The North Star 16K RAM is designed to
match the same high standards as our MICRO DISK
SYSTEM and HORIZON computer. For example, all ad-
dress and data signals are fully buffered. A parity check
option is available with the 16K RAM for applications re-
quiring immediate hardware error detection. If a memory

NortH STaR
2547 Ninth Street « Berkeley, California 94710 -

Circle 285 on inquiry card.

error occurs, a status flip/flop is set and an interrupt can
inform the processor. Or, if preferred, an error status
light will go on.

FEATURES — The North Star 16K RAM offers many de-
sirable features. Addressability is switch-selectable to
start at any 8K boundary. The board can perform bank
switching for special software applications, such as time-
sharing. Also, bank switching can be used to expand the
amount of RAM beyond 64K bytes. Power consumption
is minimal — the maximum power requirements are:
6A @ 8V; 4A @ +16V, and .1A @ —16V.

PRICES — $399 kit. $459 assembled, tested and burned-
in. Parity option: $39 Kit. $59 assembled, tested and
burned-in.

Write for free color catalog or visit your local computer
store.

* CovPuTERS

(415) 549-0858
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~__ INTRODUCING
THE G2 PROGRAM
LIBRARY.

Now you don't have fo be a programmer fo use
your com p“Ier! At last there’s a reliable, professional source of useful and entertaining

programs for your personal computer. The G2 Program Library from GRT
unlocks the full power of your personal computer. Without any programming knowledge on your part.

The G2 Program Library consists of applications programs pre-recorded on cassette tapes. A detailed manual
with each cassette provides complete instructions. And G2 programs contain prompting instructions. So they’re
easy to use every step of the way. Just load the tape and G2 puts your computer to work.

The first three G2 program tapes are available now: For exciting family games, get Beat the House. You'll find
Blackjack, Craps, Roulette and Slot Machine programs, with truly random chances and realistic, casino-like payoffs.
Interested in your health? You'll want Clinic. Biorhythms, Dieting and Longevity programs give you new

perspectives in health and happiness, along with some pleasant guidelines to follow.

Need a better handle on your money? Buy Personal Finance. Checkbook is a comprehensive program to
balance your account and keep within your budget, while Best Choice is a novel way to make decisions based on
the facts you know and the relative importance of each. Use it for everything from choosing a new car to
selecting your next stereo.

Soon, every dealer that handles personal computers will stock the G2 Program Library. For the G2 dealer
nearest you, call us toll-free at 800/538-1770. (In California, 800/662-9810.) And if your favorite computer outlet
doesn't yet offer G2, have him call the same number.

G2 is the newest product line from GRT, the world’s largest independent producer of pre-recorded tapes. We've
assembled a team of software specialists to produce the G2 Program Library. The finest library of personal computer
programs available.

Soon you'll see G2 program tapes in many other fields of interest. Including advanced programs to challenge
the interest of even the most serious computer user. The G2 Program
Library is available for most popular brands of personal computers.
Just select the package marked for the computer you own.

Start building your G2 Program Library now.
And put the full power of your computer to

work for you. THE REASON

™

R

CORPORATION

A product of GRT Corporation
Custom Products Division

1286 North L nce Station Road y ! h
Sunny\?ale. Cz‘;frgmjam Circle 148 on inquiry card. BYTE July 1978 23




There's an Uhio >cientiric
dealer near you.

ALABAMA

M.C.S. Corp.
Pelham Mall
Pelham, AL 35124
(205) 663-1287

ALASKA

Scientific Business Instr's
500 W 27th

Anchorage, AK 99503
(907) 277-2650

CALIFORNIA

Expansion Technigues
2534 Ganesha
Altadena, CA 91001
(213) 794-0476

Shuey Aircraft

1009 E. Vermont
Anaheim, CA 92805
(714) 991-3940

Olsan Electronics
11332 East South
Cerritos, CA 90701
(213) 860-0060
Computer Power

1276 Via Rancho
Escondido, CA 92025
(714) 746-0064

Adventures in Computing
8756 Warner

Fountain Valley, CA 92706
(714) B48-8388

Olson Electronics
4642 West Century
Inglewood, CA 90304
(213) 674-5740

Olson Electronics

Kearny Mesa, 4840 Convoy
San Diego, Ca\ 92111
(714) -1100

Systems Engineering
930 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 777-3150

Olson Electronics

2125 El Camino Real
Santa Clara, CA 95051
(408) 248-4886

COLORADO

Total Data Systems

125 Fairway Lane

Fort Collins, CO 80521
(303) 491-5602
Tricomp/Computer Country
7115 N. Federal
Westminster, CO 80030
(303) 426-7743

DELAWARE

Delaware Microsystems
92 East Main #1

Newark, DE 19711
(302) 738-3700 (after 7 PM)
FLORIDA

Olson Electronics

5833 Ponce de Leon
Coral Gables, FL 33146
(305) 666-3327

QOlson Electronics
1644 N. E. Second
Miami, FL 33132
(305) 374-4121

Calculator Place

12 South Orange
Sarasota, FL 33577
(813) 366-7449

Olson Electronics

6901 22nd Avenue, N.
Tyrone Square Mall

St. Petarsbur FL 33710
(813) 345-911

Olson Electronics
1215 South Dale Mabry
Tampa, FL 33609
(813) 253-3129

GEORGIA

Electronic Information
120 Heatherwood
Athens, GA 30601
(404) 353-2858
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Secom Systems

5241-F New Peach Tree
Chamblee, GA 30341
(404) 455-0672

Olson Electronics
2571 N. Decatur
Decatur, GA 30033
(404) 378-4201

HAWAII

Smail Computer Systems
3140 Wailalae

Honolulu, HI 96816
(B0B) 732-5246

ILLINOIS

American Microprocessors
1100 E. Broadway

Alton, IL 62002

(618)

Tech-Tronics

714 S. University
Carbondale, IL 62901
(618) 549-8495

Adonis Computing
2B55 W. Nelson
Chicago, IL 60618
(312) 463-0847

Electronic Systems
611 N. Wells
Chicago, IL 80610
(312) 944.-6565

Olson Electronics
4101 N. Milwaukee
Chicago. IL 60641
(312) 7336

QOlson Electronics

1734 Ogden

Downers Grove, IL 80515
(312) 852-9650

A & H Associates, Lid.
2530 Crawford
Evanston, IL 60602
(312) 328-2800

No-Name

2701 Grand
Galesburg, IL 61401
(308) 343-6135

CompuTerminal Systems,Inc.

1132 Waukegan
Glenview, IL 60025
(312) 724-3690

Tek-Aids Industries
1711 Chestnut
Glenview, IL 60025
(312) 724-2620

American Microprocessors
6934 N. University

Peoria, IL 61614

(309) 692-5852

American Microprocessors
20 N. Milwaukee
Prairieview, IL 60069

312) 634-0076

Wysocki Electric

3080 South Blvd,

Rockford, IL 61109

(815) B74-4846

Data Domain
1612 E. Algonquin
Schaumburgﬂ
(312) 397-87

60195

INDIANA

American Microprocessors
146 N. Broad

Griffith, IN 46319
(219) 924-7901

American Microprocessors
3602 East Washington
Indianapolis, IN 46201
(317) 359-7445

American Microprocessors
2655 Irvin
Portage, IN 46368
(219) 2278

Computer Management
610 Monroe

LaPorte, IN 46350
(219) 362-5812

Data Domain

406 S. College
Bloomington, IN 46401
(812) 334-3607

Data Domain
7027 N. Michigan
Indianapolis,
(317) 251-3139
Data Domain

10 N. Third
LaFayette, IN 47902
(317) 423-2548

Olson Electronics
5353 N. Keystone
Indianapolis, IN 46220
(317) 253-1584

IOWA

American Microprocessors
102 E. 4th

Waterloo, IA 50703

(319) 296-2255

John E. Childs

1201 E. Second

Ohumwa, 1A ¢

(515) 682-2165

Microbus

1910 Mt. Vernon, S. E.
Cedar Rapids, |A 52403
(319) 364-5075

KANSAS

Barney & Associates
425 N. Broadwa
Pittsburg, KS 762
(316) 2311970

Technigraphics
5911 Claredon
Wichita, KA 67220
(316) 744-2443

46268

KENTUCKY

Data Domain

3028 Hunsinger
Louisville, KY 40220
(502) 456-5242

Olson Electronics

117 Southland
Lexington, KY 40503
(606) 278-9413

Olson Electronics
4137 Shelbyville
Louisville, KY 40207
(502) 893-2562

MARYLAND

Systems En?insering
1749 Rockyville Pike #307
Rockville, MD 20842
(301) 468-1822

The Mathbox

4431 Lehigh

College Park, MD 20740
(301) 277-6828

MASSACHUSETTS

Bradshaw Enterprises
18 Harborview
Hingham, MA 02043
(617) 749-6844

Computer Shop-Aircom
288 Norfolk
Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 661-2670

MICHIGAN

The Abacus

Route 1, Box 193
Niles d

Berrien Springs. M|
{616) 429-3034

Concept Engineering
3706 Malibu
Lansing, Ml 48910
(517) {-0585

Great Lakes Photo
5001 Eastman
Midland, MI 48640
(517) 631-5461

MicroComputer World
313 Michigan N. E.

Grand Rapids, Ml 49503
(616) 451-8972

49103

Olson Electronics
29121 DeQuindre
Madison Heights, MI
(313) 546-01

MINNESOTA

Custom Computer Systems
1823 Lowry

Minneapolis, MN 55411
(612} 3944

Micro Business Sales
4345 Lyndale N.
Minneapolis, MN 55412
(612) 871-9230

MISSISSIPPI

Jack Fisher Sales

100 Main

Michigan Cna MS 38647
(801)

MISSOURI

The Computer Bit

1320 S. Glenstone
Springfield, MO 65804
417) 2709

48071

Computer Place
Rt. #4, Box 91-D
Joplin, MO 64801
(417) 781-1986

Futureworld

1909 Seven Pines

St. Louis, MO 63141
(314) 434-1121

Impact Systems

Decker Building

613 W. 3rd

P.O. Box 478

Lee's Summit, MO 66463
(816) 524-5919

Norman Electronics
402 Wall

Joplin, MO 74801
(417) 724-0368

MONTANA

Linco

P.O. Box 2418

Cut Bank, MT 59427
(406) 336-3117

NEBRASKA

Omaha Computer Store
4540 South 84th
Omaha, NB 68127
(402) 592-3590

NEW JERSEY

Computer Corner
224 Passaic
Fairfield, NJ 07006
(201) 835-7080

Computer Power
235 Nutley

Nutley, NJ 07110
(201) 667-5502

NEW YORK

Associated Consultants
33 Ogden

East Williston, NY 11596
(516) 746-1079

Bra Micmcomputers
mbrid gle

Fchl'lestef

(716) 442 5861

Computer Mart of N. Y.
118 Madison
New Yerk, NY 10016
(212) 686-7923

Microcomputer Workshop
234 Tennyson Terrace
Williamsville, NY 14221
(716) 632-8270

Yingco

Two World Trade Center
Penthouse 107th Floor
New York, NY 10048
(212) 775-9000

OHIO

Byte Shop

2432 Chester
Columbus, OH 43221
(614) 486-7761

Johnson Computer
123 W. Washington
Medina, OH 44256
(216) 725-4560

Lucas Office Equipment
& Service

869 E. Franklin

Centerville, OH 45459

(513) 433-8484

Olson Electronics
69 West State
Akron, OH 44308
(216) 762-0301

Olson Electronics
1994 Brittain
Akron, OH 44310
(216) 633-4338

Olson Electronics
3265 W. Market
Akron, OH 44313
(216) B64-3407

Qlson Electronics
2020 Euclid
Cleveland, OH. 44115
(216) 621-6387

Olson Electronics
6813 Pear|

Cleveland, OH 44130
(216) B45-2424

Olson Electronics
6153 Mayfield
Cleveland, OH 44124
(2186) 449-2690

Olson Electronics
21850 Center Ridge
Cleveland, OH 116
(216} 331-4600

Olson Electronics
1975 Henderson
Columbus, OH 43220
(614) 451-3245

Olson Electronics

7401 Market

Southern Park Mall
Youn?stown OH 44512

OKLAHOMA

Accounting Systems

2709 Orlando

Oklshoma City, OK 73120
(405) 751-1537

Gauger Engineerin

910 grle 5 :
Clinton, OK 73601

Ga ugsr Engin aermg
3824 g

Tutsa 0K ?4145
(918) 627-1064

OREGON

Fial Computer

11013 S. E. 52nd
Milwaukie, OR 97222
(503) 654-9574

PENNSYLVANIA

Abacus Data Systems
Route 8

Aeno, PA 16343
(814) 677-6502

Olson Electronics
5918 Penn

Pittsburgh, PA 15206
(412) 362-1333

Olson Electronics
3405 Saw Mill Run
Pittsburgh, PA 15227
(412) 881-0702

Qlson Electronics
4778 McKnight
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
(412) 7298

TENNESSEE

Computer Powerof Memphis
3065 James

Memphis, TN 38128

(901) 386-9905

ComputerPowerofOakRidge
800 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Oak Ridge, TN 38730
(615) 482-9031

Smart Machine Mart
5151 Hillson
Nashville, TN 37211
(615) B33-9773

SOUTH DAKOTA

Exe Engineering

BO4 E. Lewis
Vermillion, SD 57068
(605) 624-6411

TEXAS

Mr. Computer

744 FM 1960 W., Suite E
Houston, TX 77090
(713) 444-7419

UTAH - ‘

Small Computer Systems
4450 Trinit
Salt Lake City, UT 84120
(801) 967-71

VIRGINIA

HIB Computers

217 E. Main
Charlottesville, VA 22101
(804) 295-1975

Microsystems, Inc.
5320 Williamson
Roanoke, VA 24012
(703) 563-0693

WASHINGTON

Ye Olde Computer Shoppe
1301 George Washington
Richland, WA

(509) 946-3330

WISCONSIN

Madison Computer Store
1863 Monroe
Madison, Wl 53711
(608) 255-5552

MicroComp

785 5. Main
Fond du Lac, Wi
(414) 922-2515

Olson Electronics
3125 South 108th
West Allis, WI 53227
(414) 541-1406

54935

WYOMING

Control Technology
204 Crazy Horse Lane
Gillette, WY 82716
(307) 682-0300

CANADA
Omega Computing Ltd.
ox 220

Station P

Toronto, Ontario
Canada M5S 2F7
(416) 425-9200

Robo-Tronics

509 16th N. W.
Calgary, Alberta
Canada T2M 0J6
(403) 282-9468

EUROPE

Pan Atlantic Computer
System GmbH

61 Armstadt

Frankfurterstrasse 78

West Germany

Circle 290 on inquiry card.
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- C2-8

* An exceptional value
in personal computing

If you are interested in an ultra high per-

'_ formance personal computer which can be
ully expanded to a mainframe class micro-

omputer system, consider the C2-8P.

Features:

Minimally equipped with 8K BASIC-in-ROM, 4K RAM,
achine code monitor, video display interface, cassette
terface and keyboard with upper and lower case

pharacters. (Video monitor and cassette recorder optional
Extras.)

The fastest full feature BASIC in the microcomputer

Sadustry.

Boasts the most sophisticated video display in per-

lenal computing with 32 rows by 64 columns of upper

Ase, lower case, graphics and gaming elements for an ef-
tive screen resolution of 256 by 512 elements.

& The CPU's direct screen access, coupled with its ultra
5t BASIC and high resolution, makes the C2-8P capable
fspectacular video animation directly in BASIC.

MFully assembled and tested: 8 slot mainframe class

rocomputer, six open slots for expansion. Supports

BEleio Scientific's ultra low cost dynamic RAM boards or

2 high reliability static RAMs.

“1 The C2-8P can support more in-case expansion than its
four nearest competitors combined.

“1 The C2-8P is the only BASIC-in-ROM computer that can
be directly expanded today to a complete business
system with line printer and 8” floppy disk drives.

= 1t is the only personal class computer that can be
expanded to support a Hard Disk! (CD-74)

The C2-8P is the fastest in BASIC, has the most sophisti-
cated video display and is the most internally expandable
personal computer. Therefore, it should be the highest
priced?

Wrong: The C2-8P is priced considerably below several
models advertised in this magazine. The C2-8P is just one
of several models of personal computers by Ohio
Scientific, the company that first offered full feature
BASIC-in-ROM personal computers.

For more information, contact your local Ohio Scientific
dealer or the factory at (216) 562-3101.

A R

|

1333 S. Chillicothe Road  Aurora, Ohio 44202
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The C3-

by Ohio Scientific

The world’s most powerful

microcomputer system
is far more affordable

*

than you may think:

STANDARD FEATURES:

B 74 million byte Winchester tech-
nology disk drive yields mainframe
class file access speeds and
capacity.

B High level data file software
makes high performance file struc-
tures like multikey ISAM easy to
use.

B Triple processor CPU with
6502A, 6800 and Z-80 gives the pro-
grammer the best of all worlds in
performance and versatility.

B Switchable and programmable
CPU clocks at 1, 2 and 4 MHz yield
maximum performance from each
MiCroprocessor.




B The included 6502A based ex-
tended disk BASIC by Microsoft
out-benchmarks every micro
available, including 4 MHz Z-80 and
LSI-11 with extended arithmetic.

W 48K of high reliability static RAM
is standard.

B High density 8” floppys provide
program and data mobility from
machine to machine.

B Completely integrated mechani-
cal system with UL-recognized
power supplies; continuous duty
cycle cooling; modular construc-
tion and rack slide mounted
subassemblies.

B Based on a 16 slot Bus-oriented
architecture with only 7 slots used
in the base machine.

M Directly expandable to 300
megabytes of disk, 768K of RAM in
16 partitions, 16 communication
ports, plus console and three
printers.

@ C3-B’s have been in production
since February, 1978, and are
available now on very reasonable
delivery schedules.

The C3-B was designed by Ohio
Scientific as the state of art in
small business computing. The
system places its power where it's

needed in the small business
environment; in the data files. The
C3-B's advanced Winchester tech-
nology disk, coupled with its smart
controller and dedicated high
speed memory channel, gives the
C3-B data file performance com-
parable with today’s most powerful
maxi-computers.

The system can easily expand
upward from single user to multi-
user operation. Optional hardware
and software include a real time
clock and a 16 terminal (plus con-
sole) real time operating system.
Multiple terminal programs such as
multi-station order entry can be
programmed directly in BASIC. The
system is super fast because multi-
terminal 1/O can be handled
simultaneously with disk 1/0O due to
the smart disk controller!

By simply adding memory in the
alternate partitions, the system can
be expanded to full multi-tasking,
multi-programming operation. The
multi-terminal hardware supports
both asynchronous and synchron-
ous protocols in conjunction with
terminals and smaller computers
such as Ohio Scientific’s BASIC-
in—ROM and floppy disk based
systems at transfer rates up to
500K bits per second.

B The C3-B costs only slightly
more than many floppy only com-
puters but offers at least a thou-
sand times performance improve-
ment over such machines (50 times
storage capacity multiplied by 20
times access speed improvement).

But what if your business client
cannot justify starting with a C3-B?
Then start with Ohio Scientific’s in-
expensive C3-S1 floppy disk based
system running OS-65U. When he is
ready, add the CD-74 big disk and
directly transfer programs and files
from floppy to big disk with NO
modifications.

That's upward expandability!

*Rack as shown on right com-
plete with 74 megabyte disk, dual
floppys, 48K of static RAM, OS-65U
operating system and one CRT ter-
minal under $13,000.

Multiple terminal systems with
printers and applications software
are priced in the mid-20's.

1
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Photo 1: The Axiom EX800 printer. It uses special aluminized paper; when a
tiny electrical spark jumps from the print head to the paper, the layer of
aluminum is burned off revealing the next layer which is darkly colored.
Printing speed is a maximum of 160 characters per second including upper
and lower case letters. The printer allows 80 column page width and quad-

ruple width characters.

The
Axiom EX800 Printer:

A User’s Report

Figure 1: A sample printout of the Axiom EX800 printer. This sample was
made by photographically reproducing the original silver colored paper image

at al:17 scale.
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R J Bosen
POB 93
Magna UT 84044

Some time ago | decided | needed a hard
copy printer to make my computer system
really useful, but as | looked over the possi-
bilities on the market | concluded that every
alternative was either too expensive, too
slow, or too limited in capability for my
needs (which included good legibility and
lower case printing).

Just as | was about to abandon my plans,
| saw a press release concerning a company
called “Axiom’ and a printer that appeared
to solve all of my problems. It was adver-
tised at $660, could print up to 160 char-
acters per second (including upper and lower
case letters) with an 80 column page width,
and offered double and quadruple width
characters as a bonus. | immediately wrote
to Axiom and was surprised to receive a
thick information packet within a week.

My first (and only) disappointment
came as | discovered that the 80 column
page width was squeezed onto a 5 inch
roll of special paper which was a little hard
to read, but other features of the printer
looked promising enough to justify further
investigation, so | experimented with the
printout sample they sent me to see if |
could find ways around these annoyances.
| went to a photocopy center and found
it was quite easy to get very sharp copies
which were much more readable than
the original. | decided that if the narrow
page width became a serious problem
| could write software to split a wide page
into two 5 inch columns and print a page
in two passes. Experimenting with the
photocopier confirmed the feasibility of
this idea as | successfullly laid two 5 inch
pieces of the sample printout side by side
and obtained the illusion of a 9 inch page
width.

| phoned the desk at Axiom to place
my order; ten days later the printer was
in my hands. | opened it up to reveal
an Intel 4004 processor controlling an
electrosensitive printing mechanism that
works with special paper, consisting of a
layer of paper, a layer of ink, and an
aluminum upper layer. The print head
strokes across the paper and burns the
aluminum off in tiny dots, exposing the
ink underneath in patterns stored in the
processor read only memory. The processor
controls character size and line length,
allowing very flexible mixing of character
sizes anywhere on any line and giving
automatic line feeds when the end of the
line has been reached. Other benefits of the



microprocessor control include a self-test
feature activated by pushing a button on
the back panel which prints a test pattern
on the paper, and a convenient parallel
interface with simple handshaking. A serial
interface is optional.

| found the documentation very complete
and readable and had no trouble interfacing
with my parallel data port and writing driver
software in a couple of dozen bytes. Trying
it out on line proved to be a rewarding
experience; my interface and driver software
worked the first time. | was finally able to
try out the many ideas | had been consider-
ing while waiting for shipment. | noticed
the effect of the 128 character buffer that
Axiom provided: short printouts require
almost no processor time, as the parallel
interface transfers data from the processor
memory to the printer buffer very fast
and the processor is immediately freed
to do other jobs. | was pleased with the
quietness. It is not as loud as a Teletype
even though it is about 14 times faster.
It didn't take me long to discover the
buzzer that can be activated by a special
character, and | have learned to use it for
special effects in game programs even when
the printer is not needed.

The only problems | have ever had with
this printer have been concerned in one way
or another with the paper. This is not to
imply that | have had a lot of problems. |
haven't. But finding a supplier for paper was
a problem for me in Salt Lake City. | called
every paper supplier in the phone book and
| couldn’t get anyone to even recognize the
existence of “‘electrosensitive’” paper. Fortu-
nately, within a few weeks | found myself
in DePere WI repairing a computer system
for my employer, and while there | took a
tour of the Nicollet Paper Cornpany, where
the electrosensitive paper is made. They sold
me a case of 24 rolls of the special paper at
about $3 a roll and let me look at some of
the experimental paper they are developing
for use by electrosensitive printers. This new
paper is much whiter than the silver grey
originally shipped to me and | am anxious
to see it introduced in production quantities.

| am very pleased with the Axiom EX800
printer, and | recommend it to anyone who
needs a printer of this nature. Incidentally,
Axiom also has a similar printer with a
graphics capability that may be of interest
to experimenters. You can obtain more
information by writing to Axiom Corpor-
ation, 425 E Green St, Pasadena CA 91101.m

For Your SWTP 6800 Computer...

shipping
paid

The LFD-400 is ready to plug in and run
the moment you receive it.
Nothing else to buy! Not even extra memory!

YOU GET:

© The popular Shugart SA 400 minifloppy™ drive. Drive alignment
is double checked by PerCom before shipment.

@ The drive power supply—fully assembled and tested.

© LFD-400 Controller/Interface—plugs into the SS-50 bus »
accommodates three 2708 EPROMs - fully assembled and tested.

© MINIDOS™ —the remarkable LFD-400 disk operating system on
a 2708 EPROM - plugs into the LFD-400 Controller card * no
extra memory required » no “booting" needed.

© Attractive metal enclosure.

© Interconnecting cable—fully assembled and tested.

© Two diskettes—one blank, the other containing numerous
software routines including patches for SWTP 8K BASIC and the
TSC Editor/Assembler.

© 70-page instruction manual—includes operating instructions,
schematics, service procedures, and the complete listing of
MINIDOS™.

(® Technical Memo updates—helpful hints which supplement the
manual instructions.

@ 90-day limited warranty, _ :
Minifloppy is a trademark of Shugart Associates.
MINIDOS is a trademark of PERCOM Data Company, Inc.

The LFD-400 is readily expanded to either two or three drives.
Write for details. S for our free brochure for more informa-
tigfr:W about the LFD-400 Floppy Disk System and LFD-400
software.

To save you money, the LFD-400 Floppy Disk System is avallable
only from PerCom. Because of the special pricing, group and
dealer discounts are not available.

MC and VISA welcome. COD orders require 30% d it plus 5% handling charge. Allow three
extra weeks if payment is by personal check. The LFD-400 Floppy Disk System is available
immediately. Allow three weeks for testing and transportation. Texas residents add 5%
sales tax.

PERCOM DATA COMPANY, INC.
DeptB 318 BARNES+:GARLAND, TX. 75042
(214) 272-3421

PERCOM™ ‘peripherals for personal campuﬂng’
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COOK BOOK ¢ ASSEMBLER * EDITOR
MONITOR ¢ POCKET GUIDE ¢ TAPES
UNDERSTANDING MICROCOMPUTERS
COOK BOOK ¢ ASSEMBLER * EDITOR
___ MONITOR * POCKET GUIDE * TAPES
e i".ﬂ??ﬂﬁT//iNDlNG MICROCOMPUTERS

ot enela’ ¥
ce listings: ecision

utines for mu“-: 9 ‘Pn‘;e delays
jon. Prografm -~ much more.

Order your SCELBI Personal Computer Books and Tapes today! They are
“must” items for your collection. And, they make ideal special occasion gifts
for that computer buddy too!

Prices shown for North American customers. Master
‘([.-B. (0"p.]'l‘[n Charge, VISA, Postal and Bank Money Orders pre-
ferred. Personal checks delay shipping up to 4 weeks.
( Pricing, specifications, availability subject to change
oN‘.Jl.'lNG .N(. without notice. IMPORTANT! Include 75¢ postage/
) handling for each item delivered by U.S. Mail Book
Post Office Box 133 PP STN, Department B, Milford, CT 06460 Rate: or $2 for each item shipped First Class or UPS.
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for reading and understanding computer maga-
zines and manufacturers’ literature. Makes you
feel “at home” around computers. Accepted as
the standard for the neophyte, you must own this
300-page no-nonsense, easy-reading text. Includes j your pocket. One near your
simple-to-use glossary of key microcomputer-
oriented words. Order now. Hard cover: $14.95.
Soft cover: $9.95.

Scelbi's '8080° Standard Assembler assem-
bles programs written in symbolic language
for ‘8080'. Describes operation of assembler.
Detailed discussions of all major routines.
Contains 2 completely assembled listings —
hexadecimal and octal. Operating instruc-
tions. Even includes routine for loading
programs produced by the assembler. All
memory references are labeled; can re-
assemble to reside in ROM. (Some RAM
required) $19.95. Optional object code on
punched paper tape, specify 8080SA-OPT:
$10.00. Optional commented source listing
on punched paper tape, specify WEUSA-SSFI;'B;
$39.00.

Understanding Micro-
Computers and Small
Computer Systems. A
profusely illustrated,
easy-reading “must”
book explaining funda-
mental concepts behind
operation of microcom-
mm puters in simple English,
e Gives extra knowledge
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octal or hexadecimal codes, that
explains instruction set in detail.
Order your copy today. Keep one

computer. A “must”! Only
$2.95 each.

=T

A T ————
Scelbi's ‘8080" Standard Editor is an efficient
way to edit text when preparing program
source listings or other text material.
Operates in 2 modes: Text Entry and Com-
mand. Memory references labeled for easy
reassembly into any general area of memory;
e.g. reassemble to reside in just 1K of
ROM. (Some RAM required) $12.95.

Optional object code on punched paper
tape, specify 8080ED-OPT: $6.00. Optional
commented source listing on paper tape
too. Specify 8080ED-SPT, $20.00.

grammer’s Pocket
Ml Guide. A compact
Il 3 x 412", ever-
@ ready, instant
reference for

KON comraTn
’ CHIBALTING INE.

Scelbi’s ‘8080° Standard Monitor. Describes
“Monitor Control” package to control oper-
ation from external “keyboard”. Routines to
examine and modify memory locations, CPU
registers, continuous 2-point “bug” status
report, control bulk storage, 1/0 devices.
And more. $9.95. Optional object code on
punched paper tape, specify 8080SM-OPT:
$5.00. Optional commented source listing
on punched paper tape, specify 8080SM-
SPT: $15.00.

ADVANCE NOTICE!!!
Watch for the all new
Scelbi’s First Book of

BASIC Programs!
Coming soon!

%2 Want to be on Scelbi’s exclusive
mailing list? Want to know about
upcoming Scelbi Books? Don’t

use the “BINGO” Card — but

write us DIRECTLY. It identifies
you as a “truly interested”
customer who is worthy of

special handling!
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Top-Down

Modular

Programming
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Albert D Hearn
98 SW 13th Av
Boca Raton FL 33432

If you have done some programming,
you know that it's one of the most en-
joyable and satisfying parts of personal
computer use. The very thought that the
vast power in the small system’s processor
is limited only by the program that you
write for it is tremendously exciting.

If you are new to the computer game,
the programs you have written up to now
have probably been relatively small and
uncomplicated, but you have developed
a lot of experience and confidence from
them. Most likely you haven’t used any
particular technique in designing and writ-
ing your programs: you have probably
approached program design in an informal
way and relied upon your good senses to
guide you in this unfamiliar task. You have
probably also gained an understanding of
the full capabilities of the instruction set
and some of the little tricks (yes, ADDing
a binary number to itself really does result
in a left shift of one bit) which can be so
useful. You are also capable of writing 10
routines to do about any kind of data
transfer you want.

So now you are ready to do a program
which does something really useful. The
program you have in mind is going to be
larger and more complicated than those
you have done previously. While you might
not expect this, your previous informal
methods of designing and coding might
possibly be inadequate and could cause
you much grief if you attempt to use them
on a larger program.

Hopefully, I can help you prevent these
kinds of difficulties by showing you in' this
article an easy to use method of designing
and structuring larger programs which can’
greatly simplify your personal efforts,
regardless of complexity.

The Concept

Someone once said, “To solve a complex
problem, simply break it down into a num-
ber of less complex pieces, then proceed to
solve it one piece at a time.”” This approach
has been used for many years in the design
and building of electronic equipment. It
results in a “building block,” or “‘modular’
construction, where each block or module
does some distinct part of the total function
of the equipment. For instance, think of the
last time you saw a diagram of a radio re-
ceiver. It was probably in the form of a set
of separate blocks representing the RF
amplifier, mixer, |F amplifier, and so on.
The blocks were all connected with flow
lines showing the sequence in which each
equipment module processed a signal coming
from the antenna. The diagram enabled the
reader to understand the function of the
radio one module at a time, in relation to
the whole radio.

So how does the idea of using building
blocks and solving problems piecemeal
relate to the programming of personal
computers? The answer is that these same
ideas are very applicable to programming
and have been in use in commercial pro-
gramming for a number of years. There is
no reason that good use of them can't be
made in the amateur computer hobby also.

Top-down Design

Top-down design of microprocessor pro-
grams requires that you first have a clear
notion about what it is that you want the
program to do. You should ask yourself
questions like, “What function do | want
performed?”, “What input information is
available?”, and “What output information
or action do | expect?” When you can
answer these questions, you've actually
completed the highest level of design.
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Computeriand, the DP Department Store.
Hazeltine & Diablo on Display.

Time was, buying hardware meant dealing factory
direct. Then came the distributor, or factory indirect. The
phone /mail order ad reads, "15% off’* 15% off what? Delivery
schedule maybe. After sales service perhaps. The only real
savings just might be the Toll Free number in the ad.

Now there’s an alternative. Introducing ComputerLand, a
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case) O High legibility 7 X 10 dot
matrix O Teletypewriter format for
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O Hylype daisy wheel character printer
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The New WH17 “"Mini” Floppy-
a Giant Leap Forward in H8
Systems Sophistication!

r--------------------

[+ | Heath Company, Dept. 334-430

STelal(Ty3lsTIce 1T Benton Harbor, MI 49022

Please send me my FREE Catalog. | am not on your mailing list.

I Name
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FREE
HEATHKIT
CATALOG

Read about nearly 400 money-saving,
fun-to-build electronic kits.

Use coupon to send for your mail order
catalog or bring coupon to a Heathkit
Electronic Center for your cataleg.

Get Your Copy Today!
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level | (highest)

Figure 1: A basic top-
down design dfagram is a
structure like this. The
number of levels may vary,
and the number of boxes
may vary, but the basic
idea Is given by this
prototype.

level 2

checkbook
bank stmt
deposit slips
checks

Figure 2: The first level of
design is the act of saying
“l want a program to do
thus and so.’" Here “thus
and so" is defined to mean
checkbook balancing.

The basic principle of top-down design
procedure says that you start at a very high
level of function definition and then pro-
gressively expand that function into more
and more detail until you're at a low enough
level to begin coding your program.
Actually, this is a very natural way to
design solutions to any problem, but, for
some reason, this method was very slowly
applied to programming. The top-down
method is different from bottom-up, where
the concern is for coding and details before
a real program design has been done. Bot-
tom-up methods work on the ‘“how”’ aspects
of the program before the ‘‘what” aspects.
An analogy of this method would be the
building of a house, using no structural
plans, by first laying down a convenient
foundation and then gradually adding
wood and stone until some desirable struc-
ture has evolved.

Let's take an example of a function
that could be performed on a microproc-
essor system for the purpose of illustrating
the technique of modular, top-down pro-
gram design. The function, monthly check-
book balancing, was selected because it is
a process that is familiar to most of us and
it contains all of the elements which make it
a good example.

In order to design what you want the
program to do, begin by drawing a multi-
level design diagram like the one shown
in figure 1. The diagram will describe what
the program does at a number of different
levels of detail, starting with the highest

level 3 (lowest)

level which is a single block describing the
overall function. The next lower level of
blocks breaks the higher level function into
a number of more detailed subfunctions.
The next level takes those blocks and breaks
them into even greater detail, and so on.
An important point to remember is that the
total function of the program is represented
at each level.

Figure 2 illustrates the first steps in the
top-down design of your checkbook balanc-
ing program. The first block simply states
that the program will balance your check-
book. There are no details in that block and
it certainly doesn’t invite coding at this
point in the design. For input, you know
that you will have your checkbook entries,
monthly statement from the bank, deposit
slips and cancelled checks. The output you
want is a comparison of your checkbook
balance (adjusted for recent deposits, ser-
vice charges and outstanding checks) and the
balance shown on the bank statement. You
also want to know where any errors were
made and what corrections are required.

The second level of design, shown in
figure 3, breaks the first level block into
three major subfunctions. Although this sub-
division could have been done differently in
terms of the content of the second level
blocks, the sum total of those functions
always adds up to the entire function of the
program. The idea is that you start the
process slowly and don't attempt to develop
too much detail too soon. Keep the number
of subfunctions small, five or fewer, under

implied implied
inputs balance outputs
checkbook
r
L
L}
o e ———— -
H [ [}
1 " [
————t ey [=—— N T ey

comparison of checkbook
and bank balances
Brrors

corrections

July 1978 ©@ BYTE Publications Inc

35



Figure 3: Once the first

|bonk statement

adjust check-
book balance
for any bank
charges

|

adjust bank
balance for
any outstand-
ing checks

I

compare bank
balance to
checkbook
balance

determine any
differences and
correct
mistakes

Figure 5: After the modu-
lar structure of the ap-
plication is determined in
a hierarchy such as those
exemplified in figures | to
4, then attention can be
given to sequencing of
functions. This flowchart
shows general level se-
quencing of the checkbook
balancing application.
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level of design has been Halones
determined, the next level checkbook
is specified by breaking up
the task into parts which
are fundamentally inde-
pendent of one another.
Here, checkbook balancing balance b:'ﬂ:ce i cor:pa;e bank
i checks an
is viewed as three separate deposits Sheiaes ::m:c::"“""
modules of function.
checkbook
match deposits
in checkbook
against bank [ l
statement
| balance
adjust bank c:ecks and
balance for charges
any late | [
deposits I
match cancelled | | match cancelled adjust check- adjust bank I |
checks to check- checks to chec book balance balance for
book entries and book entries and for any bank any outstand-
bank statement charges ing checks

Figure 4: Carrying the process one step further, the next level is shown here for one of the

branches of the structure of the programs.

each function block. Don’t worry about the
order in which these subfunctions will be
performed in your program. Remember,
you're only concerned at this point about
what is to be done, not how it is to be done.

Next, take the design to the next lower
level by further subdividing each of the
second level blocks. Figure 4 illustrates a
portion of this step. Just make sure that
each subblock represents a complete sub-
function and that the subfunctions at any
level are equivalent to the program function.

You might ask at this point, “How many
levels must | go through?”, or “How do |
know when to stop?” There is no precise
answer to these questions, although the fol-
lowing guidelines should help. In general,
you will find that you should stop when the
lowest level of functions is so simple that
you can easily write a program module to
do each one. A module should be considered
to have about 50 program instructions, or
less. Experience will help you to know when
you have reached this point, Also, you will
find that the more complex the program,
the more design levels you will need; general-
ly, about three or four levels will be
sufficient.

Another method of determining if you've

carried the design to a low enough level
comes about almost automatically. If you
are attempting to complete one of the lower
levels and you find that the order of sub-
function execution is becoming difficult to
ignore, then you've probably gone far
enough. Also, if you find that it is becoming
necessary to show that program branching
or decision making is required (top-down de-
sign diagrams should show no decision logic),
then you know that you have about the
right level of design. You are now ready to
start thinking about the how of your
program.

Modular Construction.

If you try to make each block at the
lowest level of your design diagram into a
module, you might determine that some
blocks are simple and can be combined
into fewer modules. On the other hand,
there will probably be blocks which would
result in modules larger than the minimum
size of 50 instructions we have established.
In this case, take the blocks through one or
more additional levels of design.

Now decide what sequence the functions
should be performed in. Begin drawing a



Software systems from
TSC serve — whether A
your racket is business| f#
or pleasure. TSC's :
software is designed
for business and
industrial uses as well
as for recreation. Off Ve
the job or at work, TSC s A
software serves Ty &

your needs. el .

Assembly Language ngm'mg R
(Includes Source Listings)

With Object Code Cassette

SL68-5C 6800 Space Voyage S$18.95
SL68-24C 6800 Text Editing System $30.45
SL68-26C 6800 Mnemonic

Assembler $30.45
SL68-29C 6800 Text Processing
System $38.95

With Object Code Paper Tape
SL68-24P 6800 Text Editing System S31.50
SL68-26P 6800 Mnemonic

Assembler S$31.50
SL68-29P 6800 Text Processing
System $40.00

SL80-10P 8080 Text Editing System $37.50
SL80-11P 8080 Text Processing

System $41.00

Cassettes are in the Kansas City Standard
format. Many other programs are
available. Send 25¢ for a complete
catalog.

Technical ems
Consultasr‘:ts;, Inc.

Box 2574

W. Lafayette, Indiana 47906
317-423-5465

Specialists in Software & Hardware for Industry & the Hobbyist
Circle 370 on inquiry card.
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To Order: Include 3% postage, $1.00
handling on orders under $10.00, and
Indiana residents add 4% sales tax.
Check your dealer!

TSC Monthly Feature:

8080 Mnemonic Assembler

This is the most complete resident non-macro
assembler available for the 8080 and the com-
plete source listing is included! The assembler is
fully Intel compatible except for logical expression
operators. All standard pseudo-ops are supported
plus features such as paging, titling. spacing,

listing suppression, sorted symbol table, Intel
format tape generation, hex or octal output,
decimal line numbers, auto field formatting, hex,
decimal, octal or binary constants, and more.

5.5K of RAM is required beginning at 1000 hex,
plus source and symbol table space. An object
code paper tape in Intel ASCII format is available.

SL80-12 8080 Mnemonic Assembler $25.00
SL80-12P Assembler with paper tape $34.00
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processing details
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format all
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data
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call

return

subtract
checks
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call

compare
bank

return
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checkbook

call
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indicate
amt. of mis-
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locate error

processing
> subroutine
modules

end

Figure 6: While the sequencing of the diagram shown in figure 5 is adeguate,
it is often useful to explicitly partition all sequencing of execution in a
separate module called the “executive’ for the application. This flowchart
shows a simple example of such an executive program which sequences the
major operations of the application.
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flowchart showing the required sequence.
Will each function be performed for each
pass through the program? If not, add deci-
sion blocks showing the conditions under
which each such function is executed. Also
add any function blocks which may be
necessary to initialize data, clear tables,
10 data, etc.

Figure 5 shows a sequence of functions
which results from the design of your exam-
ple checkbook balancing program. Actually,
the functions shown are probably too high
level for this step, but for the sake of illustra-
tion, the diagram should make the point.

At this time, | would recommend that
you consider making use of a special pro-
gram structure called an executive routine,
which offers some significant advantages.
The executive is the main routine in the
program and primarily contains calls to
the function modules which do all the
processing duties. It makes all decisions
about the sequence of execution. It also
contains the starting and ending points of
the program. The objective of the executive
is to concentrate most of the decision logic
and common function of the program into
a separate routine which becomes another
program module.

In this way, the function modules need
not, and should not, make sequencing deci-
sions. They should never directly pass con-
trol to another function module. This should
be done only through the executive. A func-
tion module’s only responsibility is to be
given control by the executive, do its
assigned job, and then return control back to
the executive. Function modules are written
in the form of subroutines using the call and
return facilities of the programming language
being used. They should also contain a
generous sprinkling of comment statements
to insure a high degree of understandability,
as well as a well-defined 10 interface to the
outside world and the rest of the program.

Figure 6 illustrates the final step in the
modular, top-down design of your check-
book balancing program. You have added an
executive routine and some necessary house-
keeping routines. You could begin coding
the program from this flowchart by first
writing the executive and the associated
subroutine calls for each of the processing
modules. By writing dummy subroutines
which simply return control when they are
called, you can test your executive for cor-
rect operation without the need for the real
processing modules.

The next step, of course, is writing the
processing routines. This is simplified by the
design approach described in this article
because it allows you to work on each routine
as a separate unit which can be written and
tested independently of all other routines in
the program. When all routines are com-
pleted, they simply plug into the executive
to form a total program. Later, if you want
to change the sequence of execution, add or
delete functions, it can be simply a matter of
manipulating modular routines. ®



HOW TO BEAT THE SYSTEM WITH SYNCHRO-SOUND

High-performance, low cost complete Microcomputer Business Systems (plus Software)
at EXTRA savings only Synchro-Sound can offer!

DIGITAL SYSTEMS DSC-2
Z-80 COMPUTER SYSTEM
32K RAM, 4 RS-232 serial interfaces,
16 bits of parallel /0. Double density

floppy disk, Shugart dual-drive,
Regular price $4995.00

CENTRONICS 700 PRINTER
With RS-232 Interface

60 characters per second, 132 col-
umn line, tractor feed. i
Regular price $1720.00

HAZELTINE 1500
VIDEO TERMINAL

80 character lines, 24 line page, line
and page editing. Separate numeric

keypad.
Regular price $1149.00
$7864.00

THE COMPLETE SYSTEM $7495.00
SAVE $369.00!

CROMEMCO SYSTEM3 & B
Z-80 COMPUTER SYSTEM |
32K RAM, dual disk drive, RS-232 In-
terface. S-100 bus.
Regular price $5990.00

MODEL 3703
LINE PRINTER

180 characters per second, print line aa —
width 132 cols., bi-directional print- l@

ing. . =
Regular price $2995.00

CRT TERMINAL
MODEL 3100

80 characters per line, 24 lines, up to
19,200 baud, upper and lower case.

Regular price $1595.00 @&
$10,580.00 ; =

THE COMPLETE SYSTEM
o $10,095.00

SAVE $485.00!

Terminal and Printer substitutions may be made
on any of the above Systems

CUSTOMIZED HARDWARE SYSTEMS
ARE AVAILABLE

Complete modern servicing and consulting
facilities on premises
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IMSAI VDP 80
DATA PROCESSING
COMPUTER SYSTEM

32K RAM, expandable to 196K.
Parallel and serial I/0. Megabyte
mass storage, alphanumeric in-
telligent keyboard.

Regular Price $6995.00

OKIDATA 22 PRINTER
With RS-232 Interface

Tractor feed, 132 column, 125 Ipm,
upper and lower case. 12 different
fonts on command.

Regular price $2888.00
$9883.00

THECONPLETESYSTEN ey ne )
SAVE $438.00!

Three software packages* that enable
you to profitably make full use of your
Microcomputer Business System

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE PACKAGE Creates transaction file
of charges, credits and payments. Batch mode for monthly
statements and aged scheduies.

Operators manual and disk, single copy

INVENTORY PACKAGE Maintains current listing of stock
items, master inventory listing with price and cost data.
Operators manual and disk, single copy

ORDER-ENTRY PACKAGE (Requires Accounts Receivable
and/or Inventory Package) Links Accounts Receivable and
Inventory packages into one coherent, easy-to-use, time-
saving system.

Operators manual and disk, single copy

$500.00

$500.00

$500.00

Buy any of our
3 MICROCOMPUTER SYSTEMS
and any combination of these

3 SOFTWARE PACKAGES ARE YOURS FOR

HALF PRICE!

*Require 48K Memory and Microsoft Basic

SYNCHRO-SOUND 1 rcrenises. inc

The Computer People

193-25 Jamaica Avenue,
Jamaica, New York 11423

212/468-7067 TWX: 710-582-5886
Hours 9-4 daily Visitour new showroom
and Saturday Working units ondisplay

Dept BSY BankAmericard *» Master Charge
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SYNGHROSOUND

ENTERPRISES, INC.
One-stop shopping
for Hardware and Software

Everything you need in small computer systems with special emphasis
on TERMINALS! Look at these units...compare price, quality, delivery,
service...and you’ll see why you don’t have to look anyplace else!

LEAR SIEGLER ADM 3A TERMINAL

® Full addressable cursor ADM 3A
® Display format—24 lines Kit....... $759-95
of 80 characters per line s 'ﬁsthgr?\Abled 854.95

® Communications rates—75 to
19,200 Baud

® Computer interfaces

—EIA standard

L C
option. ... 69.00

ADDS REGENT 100
VIDEO DISPLAY
TERMINAL
Display Format—80 characters per line by 24
lines. 25th line reserved for terminal status. Re- RAGSAALATANEAR RESR
verse video, underline, half and zero intensity  r— N PN
and blinking are all standard features.

$1325.00

TELETYPE MODEL 43 PRINTER

® 132 Characters per line

® 110 or 300 Baud switch selectable
® Full keyboard

® RS 232C Serial Interface standard $1 299-00

KIDATA MODEL 110 OKIDATA MODEL 22 @ 125 lines per minute
E)INE PRINTER LINE PRINTER . 132-column print line

® 110 CPS dot matrix Upper/lower case

elate ® 3§ different
riction
Feed... $1199.00

character sizes
Tractor / ® 12 |PS paper slew
<
EgengQC g 1 349.00 ﬁg Tractor Feed . ... $2449.°o

Serial RS 232C Serial Interface. .. 3 T 9.00
Ine;g?face St 26 0.00 -

DECWRITER 11

® 132 column printing
® 10-30 CPS

® Full keyboard

@® Tractor feed

$1495.00

—
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SYNGHROSOUND

ENTERPRISES, INC.

CENTRONICS 761 PRINTER
@® 300 Baud serial transmission
® Bidirectional and incremental printing
® RS232, CCITT-V24, or
current loop interface
® Baud selection (110/150/300)

KSR with Keyboard. ...... $2025 .00

Receive only version

1895.00

CENTRONICS
703 SERIAL
PRINTER

® [ow
cost

of ownership
® Bidirectional logic seeking printing

® Microprocessor electronics
® Excellent print quality 52805-00

IMSAI 8080 MICROCOMPUTER
® Powerful ® Low cost @ Easy to use

With 22 Slot
Mother Board

$649.95

PCS-80/15 Kit

w%} ; T

® Fully IBM 3740 media
and format compatible
® Full formatter Digital Systems

and controller Dual Drive System

sl $2475.00

IMSAI 8080 |

FLOPPY DISK
SYSTEM

HAZELTINE 1500
VIDEO TERMINAL
® Reverse video e : _
® 24 x 80 display o M O | Oual Density
® Programmable g < Version
brightness levels 2745.00
® RS232 and
current loop

SPECIAL BUYS

Vista V80 Floppy Disk System. . ......... $619.95
CromemcoZ-2Kit . .......oovvenvnennn 565.25

HAZELTINE MODULAR 1
INTELLIGENT TERMINAL

PY g Compucolor 8001 Color Computer. .. ... 2595.00
1920 character display IMS 16K Static Memory . . . ..........-- 525.00
® 8 different video levels North Star Microfloppy Disk Kit. . .. .. ... 599.00
® Full editing capability North Star Horizon 1Kit ............... 1499.00
® Removable keyboard g North Star Horizon 2Kit ............... 1899.00

and much more Javelin9” VideoMonitor. .. ............ 159.95

Livermore Modem Model 76............ 299.00
Micropolis Model 1053MOD 2 . ... ... .. 1799.00
IMSAI AP44-44 Col. Printer Kit........ 299.00
TDL Xitan Alpha1 Assembled ....... 939.95

Assembled .. ..

$1659.00

We carry a full line of the following: TDL,
Centronics, Seals, Hazeltine, Micropolis, Vista,
Hayden, IMSAI, Cromemco, Digital Systems,

SYNCHRO-SOUND :enenises, inc

The Computer People

Compucolor, Icom, Lear Siegler, Okidata, 193-25 Jamaica Avenue,

DEC, Javelin, North Star, Peripheral Vision. Jamaica, New York 11423

Same day delivery and shipping on most 212/468-7067 TWX: 710-582-5886

items. Full modern repair facilities on Hours 9-4 daily Visit our new showroom
premises for complete servicing of and Saturday Working units ondisplay

everything we sell. Dept. BBB BankAmericard » Master Charge
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Who's Afraid of Dynamic Memories?

It is not necessary to re-

fresh every cell of the

dynamic programmable
memory individually, but

42

only the rows of the
memory matrix.

July 1978 © BY TE Publications Inc

(Conversation overheard in local com-
puter store):

Customer: What's the difference be-
tween static and dynamic memory?
Salesman: Static memory works and
dynamic memory doesn't.

It is unfortunate that the dynamic
memory has had a rocky start in the small
systems world, but it is not really surprising.
The dynamic programmable memory is a
part generally avoided by most designers
because it is not nearly as simple to use as
static memory. But taking the extra trouble
and design care can pay handsome cost and
performance dividends, since the dynamic
memory is inherently a lower cost part than
its static counterpart (by present standards
of technology).

The purpose of this article is to remove
some of the mystery about dynamic mem-
ory parts. In order to best cover all the
trade-offs involved in a dynamic memory
design, the discussion centers around the
design of an actual dynamic programmable
memory with the following specifications:

1. 32 K bytes on one card.

2. Altair (S-100) bus compatible (an
elusive specification, as we'll see later).

3. Refresh mechanism invisible to the
processor.

4. Lowest power dissipation possible
with current integrated circuits.

5. Full speed operation in a 2 mHz sys-
tem (no wait states).

6. Foolproof operation: refresh main-
tained despite halted processor and
direct memory access operations,
interrupts and prolonged wait states.

Lane T Hauck

Director of Research and Development
Noval Inc

8401 Aero Dr

San Diego CA 92123

Figure 1 is the usual starting point in any
discussion of programmable memory. It is
shown here only to point out that the static
programmable memory cell uses six MOS
transistors, while the dynamic cell uses only
one (end of cost advantage argument).

The dynamic programmable memory cell
uses a charge storage technique to store digi-
tal information. The capacitor C. in figure
1b is charged for one logic state and dis-
charged for the opposite state. Capacitors,
being what they are, don’t hold charge for-
ever (due to leakage), so the cell shown
works fine, but only for a few milliseconds.
After that, the charge decays below a usable
value. This is the reason for the mechanism
called refresh. A refresh operation reads the
value of the charge on the capacitor, ampli-
fies it to its initial value, and dumps it back
into the capacitor.

Life would really be difficult if the de-
signer had to implement the entire refresh
operation (read, amplify, write) in a dy-
namic memory system. Dynamic memory
designers have made things simple by estab-
lishing the following refresh “rules’:

1. It is not necessary to refresh every cell
in the dynamic memory individually,
but only the rows of the memory
matrix.

2. A refresh operation is accomplished by
simply accessing the required number
of rows with any type of memory
operation (read, write, or do nothing
but set up the correct addresses ac-
companied by a “strobe” or timing
pulse).

Programmable memories are organized
in an XY matrix of rows and columns.
The matrix is generally square, so it is
possible to deduce the number of rows
in the memory that must be accessed during



TARBELL SETS STANDARDS
For Hobbyists and Systems Developers

Sales to thousands of hobbyists over the past two years have proven the Tarbell Cassette
Interface to be a microcomputer industry standard. Tarbell Electronics continues research and
development to produce new and efficient components to fill hobbyists’ changing needs.

TARBELL
)| CASSETTE INTERFACE

Plugs directly into your IMSAI or ALTAIR*

Fastest transfer rate: 187 (standard) to 540 bytes/second
Extremely Reliable—Phase encoded (self-clocking)

4 Extra Status Lines, 4 Extra Control Lines

37-page manual included

Device Code Selectable by DIP-switch

Capable of Generating Kansas City tapes also

No modification required on audio cassette recorder
Complete kit $120, Assembled $175, Manual $4

Full 6 month warranty on kit and assembled units

o

T

TARBELL FLOPPY DISC
INTERFACE

® Plugs directly into your IMSAI or
ALTAIR® and handles up to 4
standard single drives in daisy-
chain.

e QOperates at standard 250K bits
per second on normal disc format
capacity of 256K bytes.

e Works with modified CP/M¥
Operating System and BASIC-E
Compiler.

e Hardware includes 4 extra IC
slots, built-in phantom bootstrap
and on-board crystal clock. Uses
WD 1771 LSI Chip.

® Full 6-month warranty and exten-
sive documentation.

* PRICE: CP/M with BASIC-E
Kit $190 ...... Assembled $265 and manuals: $100

' ® Gold plated edge pins
| ® Takes 33 14-pin ICs or
| * Mix 40-pin, 18-pin, 16-pin and

TARBELL |
PROTOTYPE | ix40pr
BOARD il ® [ocation for 5 volt regulator

Model 1010 ’ MO s ST e el T e BN | * Suitable for solder and wire wrap
[~ & | * ALTAIR/IMSAI compatible
U e T TR TARETCITIeaen Price: $28.00
For fast, off the shelf delivery, all Tarbell Electronics products may be purchased from computer store dealers
across the country. Or write Tarbell Electronics direct for complete information.

*ALTAIR is a trademark/tradename of MITS, Inc,
CP/M is a trademark/tradename of Digital Research

20620 South Leapwood Avenue, Sulte P
Carson, California 90746

f (213) 538-425]
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Figure 1: Comparison of static and dynamic memory cells. The static mem-
ory cell (figure 1a) is actually a flip flop (or bistable multivibrator) made up
of six MOS transistors and capable of storing one bit of information. The
dynamic memory cell (figure 1b) uses one MOS transistor and a capacitor to
store one bit of information. The major differences between the two memory
storage techniques are cost (dynamic memories are significantly cheaper than
static memories) and the fact that dynamic memories must be “refreshed”
regularly to maintain the charges on the capacitors.

REFRESH

PROCESSOR ADDRESS SOUNIER
LINES

1 MULTIPLEXER

REFRESH
ARBITRATION
LOGIC

IMULTIPLEXER
CONTROL

a ]

ADDRESS LINES

DYNAMIC MEMORY RW
ARRAY

Figure 2: Refresh implementation block diagram. Dynamic memory cells
must be refreshed periodically, or the capacitors used to store the bits of
information will discharge. Refreshing is done by simply accessing the cells in
question with any type of memory operation (read, write, or do nothing but
set up and strobe the correct addresses). Because dynamic memory cells share
common lines, it is necessary to access only the rows of the memory matrix.
All dynamic memories are set up so that the row decoders are fed by the least
significant address lines (AQ thru A5 for a 4 K part, for instance). The mem-
ory address lines are fed by a multiplexer that selects either the A lines (proc-
essor address lines) or the B lines (refresh counter lines) as directed by the
refresh arbitration logic. The selected lines are then fed into the dynamic
memory array. The refresh arbitration logic insures that the refresh opera-
tions and the processor operations do not interfere with each other.
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a refresh interval. For example, a 4 K by 1
bit memory is 64 by 64, so 64 memory
cycles must be performed for refresh;a 16 K
by 1 bit memory is 128 by 128 and requires
128 refresh cycles. The specification for
refresh interval is generally 2 ms. This means
that all rows of the memory matrix must be
“exercised’’ at least once every 2 ms.

How do you know where the “‘rows’ are?
All dynamic memories are set up so that the
row decoders are fed by the least significant
address lines; for a 4 K part, this means the
six low order address lines, or A0, A1, A2,
A3, A4 and AS. During the refresh opera-
tion, the remaining address lines A6 thru
AT11 are in “don’t care” states. For a 16 K
part, the seven low order address lines AO
thru A6 constitute the row address lines.

Figure 2 shows how refresh is accom-
plished. The memory address lines are fed by
a multiplexer that selects address inputs
from multiple sources. When the A inputs
are selected, the processor accesses the mem-
ory; when the B inputs are selected, the
refresh address counter accesses the mem-
ory. The role of the refresh arbitration logic
is to insure that the refresh operations and
processor access operations do not interfere
with each other. The block diagram in
figure 2 shows a 2 input multiplexer. A later
section of this article shows how the number
of inputs may be expanded to accommodate
a multiplexed address programmable
memory.

Some system designs allow the use of dy-
namic memories without having to imple-
ment any refresh circuitry whatsoever. The
most common system of this type is a video
system that uses raster scanning. In order to
present a stable image on the video display,
all information is stored in a refresh mem-
ory. As the electron beam scans the screen, a
digital address that identifies the beam posi-
tion is developed by the video display’s tim-
ing circuitry and fed to the memory address
lines. The memory thus sequences continu-
ously through its addresses. This satisfies the
refresh requirement automatically, since the
refresh counter of figure 2 is in effect re-
placed by the video display’s counters.

The 4 K dynamic memory is currently
available in three different packages: 22 pin,
18 pin and 16 pin. The survivor of the in-
compatibility battle is clearly the 16 pin
package, due largely to its superior design,
low power and true compatibility between
multiple sources. lronically, the smallest
package, the 16 pinner, was the easiest one
to convert to a 16 K memory part. [Several
manufacturers of personal computers take
advantage of this to offer memory in differ-
ent combinations of 4 K and 16 K byte
blocks . . .CM] We’ll see how this was done
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refurbished IBM Selectric
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or parallel interface.

FEATURES: * Reliable, heavy duty Selectric
e ASCIl code. mechanism.

e 14.9 characters per second printout. * Off-line use as typewriter.

e Special infroductory price — $995
(regularly $1195). 75% discount from
original price of new unit.

e Serial RS 232 or
parallel interface.
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factory.

e Documentation
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e 30-day warranty —
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The current wonder of the
semiconductor world is
the 16 K dynamic pro-
grammable memory.

when address multiplexing is discussed later
in this article.

The current wonder of the semiconductor
world is the 16 K dynamic programmable
memory. The 16 K dynamic memory part
that provides the prototype for the industry
is the MOSTEK MK4116. This is the part
that virtually all semiconductor memory
makers are laboring to emulate, due to its
high performance and low power. Intel is
another large supplier of 16 K dynamic
memories in the form of the 2116, but the
2116 dissipates much more power than the
4116 and is not truly compatible with the
4116 type part which the rest of the indus-
try is lining up behind. Intel will shortly
have a newly designed part that performs
like the 4116. Texas Instruments is also in
the process of redesigning their 16 pin part
to perform like a 4116.

The 16 K dynamic memory is in high
demand these days, and the suppliers have
not begun to meet the demand. This spells
bad news for the experimenter, because
prices will remain high ($20 to $30 each
even in high volume) until the suppliers
catch up to the demand. The day the 16 K
chip becomes a ‘“‘jellybean’ part, such as the
2102, is probably about two years off.

There is, however, a sneaky way that the
16 K part can be used economically today.
Like all integrated circuits, the 16 K part
undergoes thorough testing before it is
packaged and sold as a part. The die size of
the 16 K part is so large that the probability
of something being wrong with one or a few
array cells is fairly high. Clever manufac-
turers (presently MOSTEK and Intel) are
taking the parts which have problems as a
16 K part, and retesting them to see if either
of the two 8 K halves of the array function
perfectly. And they do indeed find many
parts which are perfectly acceptable 8 K
parts. These parts are not factory “‘rejects’:
they meet all specifications for the 16 K
device, but you can only use half of the part.
Two part numbers specify the devices and
tell the designer that a particular address
line (AQ) must be always high or always low.
This permanently selects only the ‘“‘good
half.”

If you look closely at some of the current
dense Altair (S-100) bus compatible memory
boards, you'll see these devices (Intel calls
theirs the 2108; MOSTEK’s is the 4115).
This type of part makes everybody happy.

Continued on page 140
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Figure 3: Dynamic memory timing for the MOSTEK MK4116 16 K dynamic memory (Courtesy MOSTEK). The following
steps are necessary for a memory cycle: set up the low order 7 bit address on the address line (for the case of the 16 K memory)
by setting the address multiplexer to state 2; wait for the address lines to settle; drop the row address strobe (RAS) line to the
low state to latch the low address into the port; wait the “row address hold time"'; set up the high order 7 bit address on the
address lines, finally, drop the column address line to the low state, which latches the high address into the port.
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throughout the world.
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Dr James M Williams
58 Trumbull St
New Haven CT 06510

There is a high technology
in every age, not just our
own.
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Antique Mechanical

Computers

My purpose in writing these articles is to
remind computer enthusiasts that there is a
high technology in every age, not just our
own. Described herein are some of the
stellar accomplishments of earlier times, The
technology of electronics is merely the latest
link in a continuous chain of technological
developments spanning 20,000 years. Before
that, there was a mechanical technology.

Part 1 of this three part series describes
some highlights in the development of auto-
mata up to the 18th century. Part 2 contin-
ues with 18th and 19th century develop-
ments, and part 3 concludes with a descrip-
tion of Torres’ 1911 chess automaton.

| am not going to speak here of those in-
candescent moments long ago when the
truly great and critical achievements of
mechanics were discovered: that day when
an ancient man hooked a stick under one
large stone and over another to invent the
lever. Nor will | consider the wheel, which,
however it came about, multiplied mechan-
ical possibilities so manyfold (pulley, cam,
gear, crank, escapement) that as the know-
ledge spread humanity was irrevocably
changed. We simply do not know the story
of mechanical knowledge and its spread, so
we must spin scenarios instead of histories.
We will also have to concentrate on high-
lights, since an exhaustive treatment of
mechanical computers would fill many
books.

We do know most of the latest chapter,
however. It has taken place in the past
350 years, beginning in Renaissance times,
flourishing in the Industrial Revolution,
and finally levelling off in the early years
of this century. The mechanisms that are

now commonplace were being born back
then, and what exciting times they must
have been. Glance through a compilation
of mechanisms and note the dates of first
appearances in machinery. You will be sur-
prised to see how many basic movements
date from two centuries ago. And with study
and application, a man could learn them,
make them his own, and employ them in
mechanisms of his own. Consider the thrill
of the obscure local blacksmith in, say,
Saxony 400 years ago who copied in wood
the mechanism of the town clock’s striking-
jack — the clock, a wonder that was the
envy of other towns, imported at great
expense from ltaly — and discovered for
himself the means of transforming rotary
motion into intermittent linear motion, via
a cam. (Medieval cathedral clocks generally
had a lifessize figure, man, angel, or devil,
which carried a mace to strike hours on a
bell: the ‘striking-Jacques” or ‘‘striking-
jack.”) Imagine the challenge and excite-
ment in realizing that one could construct a
clock that would strike noon fairly consis-
tently when the shadow of the church
steeple touches a particular joint of flagstone
in the village square. Could one compress
this wonderous mechanism into a container
small enough to carry, and be able to see
the time whenever he wished? Could one
construct a clock for the pocket?

The first ones showed up around 1650,
bulky as an ostrich egg and not much
better at keeping reliable time. A little over
two centuries ago a carpenter from York-
shire, England, James Harrison, who had
taught himself mechanics over a period of
30 vyears, constructed his fourth highly
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Photo 1: The bird organ, a popular novelty of the 18th and 19th centuries.
The device is a sophisticated automaton capable of imitating the sound and
movements of a real bird: the wings flap, the head turns, and the beak moves
to the accompaniment of assorted bird whistles,
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Figure 1: Schematic diagram of a typical bird organ mechanism. Two metal
cams control the bird’s voice: the far cam controls the pitch piston (located
in the body of the bird whistle), and the near cam controls the volume valve
(located inside the wind chest).
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accurate watch (chronometer) and won a
prize of £20,000 from the British govern-
ment in 1760. Determined to make the
British Navy the master of the seas, the
Admiralty offered a prize for a watch that
would permit a ship to calculate its longi-
tude with an accuracy of 60 nautical miles
after being at sea for six weeks. (Latitude is
relatively easy to calculate by accurately
measuring the elevation above the horizon
of any celestial body. Longitude is more
difficult, and requires knowing the elevation
at a time known relative to a fixed ref-
erence, the zero meridian at Greenwich,
England.)

Mechanicians (an excellent name for the
practitioners of this craft) chose to work in
the field for much the same reasons we all
choose a field today: because it was an
absorbing and genteel means of earning a
living, because it offered accomplishments
one could show with pride, and because it
was the area for future expansion, the grow-
ing edge of the technology. Look at the
legacy of machines they have left us: the
Linotype, the typewriter and its relatives,
the reproducing piano (and its less intel-
ligent cousin, the player piano), clocks
and watches of every description. They
are all fine mechanisms, but most of them
were perfected and essentially attained
their present configuration 80 vyears ago
and more. Electronic devices have displaced
most of them.

The flowering of mechanical technology
had other branches that have now died
out, though, leaving only accounts in books
and a few decaying museum specimens
of machinery which once stirred general
admiration and brought fame to their
creators: the Orrery, a clockwork model of
the solar system, complete with moons,
that once stood proudly in the exhibition
room of every significant university; the
dazzling variety of music boxes which once
were found in every parlor; and so on. And
who nowadays recalls the bird organ (sce
photo 1 and figure 1)?

The bird organ was a mechanical device
that produced a very close simulation of a
bird's song; 200 years ago it was a very
expensive and much cherished ornament
in the parlor of every gentle home. | have
seen electronic versions of circuits for such
a device and have built one, but together
with its transformer and loudspeaker it
occupies most of the space in a small bird-
house. A commercial version | purchased
is slightly smaller, housed in a 3 inch plastic
sphere. Around the year 1800 there was a
bird organ made for sale to replace the
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In computer terms, the
bird organ can be de-

scribed as a spring driven

power train controlled

by a mechanical read only
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memory.
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head of a gentleman’s walking stick. A
hinged lid sprang open by a concealed
catch, and out popped a minute feather
covered bird model that opened its beak,
spread its wings and sang. The entire device,
except for its winding key, was housed in a
gold ornamented cylinder 1% by 2 inches
(3.8 by 5 cm) long. How’s that for miniatur-
ization? And I’ll wager it made a better song
than my blocking oscillator version.

There were bird organs, or accounts of
them, in antiquity. The Greeks used steam
or air to drive whistles mounted in bird
figures; the Arabs and Persians supposedly
did the same. The mechanism was some-
times a cluster of tuned whistles like a bank
of miniature organ pipes, and this arrange-
ment is found in a clock from 1750, but the
modern bird organ dates from about 1770
and was likely devised as a means of teaching
domesticated songbirds to sing. Soon minia-
turized, it was incorporated into decorative
objets d’art of all sorts: snuff boxes, per-
fume flasks, table centerpieces (these often
had small fountains of water and other dis-
tractions built in), clocks, even watches
(but these were very rare), and free standing
forms. One delightful version of the latter,
perhaps 9 inches (23 cm) high, depicts a
lady seated at her desk and a bird on a perch
pole nearby. Her hand is on a (mock) bird
organ, which she cranks while her pet listens
attentively. The bird then tries to copy the
song, but makes errors, which she corrects
by playing the lesson again so that the bird
“learns” and repeats it accurately, with
much enthusiastic flapping of wings, pivot-
ing on the perch, etc.

Large or small, the mechanism of bird
organs was always the same (see figure 1):
a main spring drove a gear train which oper-
ated a bellows to compress air in a wind box,
and another gear train drove an intricately
cut cam which, via a piston, varied the pitch
of a whistle connected to the air supply. A
similar cam operated a valve to control the
volume of the whistle tone. More gears drove
cams that controlled the beak, wings, and
pivoting actions via push wires ascending
the perch pole and the bird’s hollow legs.
Songs of eight or nine species are to be
found among bird organ mechanisms (some
elaborate devices had double or triple songs),
and the nightingale was most popular.
Remember the fairy tale about the mechan-
ical nightingale by brothers Grimm, about
18552 It lived in a jewelled tree, and some
devices were made in this form, but the
objet d'art was perhaps most popular,
being finished in enamel and gold and
frequently decorated with precious stones.
While bird organs were essentially one of a

kind machines, there was a sort of produc-
tion line for them maintained by the most
famous makers, and many thousands of
them exist in museums. A great many were
exported from France and Switzerland to
the Orient. They are still made, and, while
expensive, they are no longer the luxury of
rich men. [A German bird organ about the
size of a pocket calculator is currently avail-
able for under $400 . . . CM|]

In computer terms, the complete mecha-
nism might be described as a spring driven
power train controlled by a mechanical read
only memory whose values are stored as a
distance of the edge of the cam from the
cam’s center of rotation. In 45 seconds of
singing, there might be a fair number of
places where the notes sound, perhaps, six
to eight per second (during a trill).

Referring to figure 1, if we have two cams
which rotate in 45 seconds, and we allow a
time division of ten samples per second,
and if we allow eight bits of precision per
sample, we would require 900 bytes of read
only memory to simulate the control func-
tions of these cams.

A longer song, as in the tutorial automa-
ton described above, might require three
times as many bytes together with a smaller
number to control bird and figure motion.
This gives a total of 3 K bytes of mechanical
read only memory divided unequally among
several cams (something approaching the
storage capacity of contemporary read only
memory parts).

A better way to look at this sort of mech-
anism might be as a computer with analog
storage (varying cam curves) and analog
output (varying positions of the volume
valve and pitch piston). Information is
stored in the intricate curves of the cams.
The information is fixed there for all time,
or until wear or rust alter it, and may be
recovered whenever it is needed by rotating
the cam while the cam-follower rides on its
periphery. It is in every way an ‘“‘analog”’ of
the desired sound, but it is not a recording,
because it has been distorted in storage to
suit the particular readout mechanism being
employed (the cam-follower). (I have de-
scribed the stored information as digital
in order to facilitate the comparison; this
has validity because of the relatively small
number of analog positions and their re-
solvability into bytes of restricted number.)
Even in the 1770 to 1850 era the cam was
not a new invention, but this application
was novel. It was a benchmark in the field
of mechanics. Storage of information had
now become a tool of the mechanician,
where formerly mere repetitive movement,
the regular back and forth movement of a



clock’s known to be
available,

With the possibility of storing informa-
tion comes the possibility of crafting com-
plex and seemingly nonrepetitive movement.
If it is the desire of the builder of the mecha-
nism, these movements may be arranged to
mimic the movements of living organisms.
This is the basis of more complex mechan-
ical toys like the rabbit that walks about
beating on a drum. (Incidentally, in 1880 a
minute gold rabbit, perhaps an inch high,
who also played his drum, was sold as a
brooch. Not to mention a 3 inch gold
caterpillar that sedately crawled its path,
circa 1850.)

However engaging, these were funda-
mentally simple and regular movements
that did not tax the designer. Mechanicians
have constructed far more complex ma-
chines designed to duplicate the most
intricate and coordinated movements per-
formed by living creatures and to produce
an effect of illusory life for the few minutes
the mechanism operates, Why would clever,
dedicated people do such a thing? Why build
an automaton?

mechanism, was

Machines That Imitate Life: a Rationale

Until modern times there was a pervasive
and unchallengeable view that the bodies of
human beings were not fit subjects for in-
vestigation. Death was the penalty for
human dissection during the middle ages,
except for rare occasions when the Church
sponsored demonstrations of the corpses of
criminals. Clearly, anything so sternly for-
bidden must have been well worth investi-
gating; could it have been that the secret of
life lay concealed in the structure of the
body? There were some who took the risk,
and they always found that animal and
human structure were very similar. Since,
in the influential and respected view of Rene
Descartes (1596-1650), animals were ma-
chines that differed from humans chiefly in
their lack of divine inspiration, it is easy to
see the framework for a ‘““mechanistic”
view of living organisms. The notion held
much appeal. It explained in terms that
were comprehensible to the average edu-
cated man how living creatures were con-
structed by substituting mechanism for
mystery.

Popular expositions of science from the
1890s right up to the 1940s typically de-
picted drawings of a person cut away to
reveal bellows and pump rooms in the chest,
the chemical factory in the abdomen, the
telephone switchboard in the skull, the
pistons and gears in the limbs, and so on.

| suggest that this conception of orga-
nisms as chains of mechanisms, and the
corollary, of a god as the divine watchmaker
who constructed and set them in motion,
was perhaps the most influential factor lead-
ing to the construction of machines designed
to imitate life. Note the variety of literature
in which the attempt to create life is central
to the theme: from ballads and fairy tales
dating back to the beginning of language to
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818); from
Offenbach’s opera with the clockwork
ballerina, 7ales of Hoffman (1881), through
countless science fiction works, to tales such
as Shaw’s Pygmalion. And of course there
is recombinant DNA research, the leading
edge of biochemical investigation at this
moment where the purpose is, manifestly,
to explore the mechanisms of life in living
cells. The impulse is still there in us although
the metaphor is different in different ages,
and the mechanisms employed are de-
pendent on available technology.

Astonishing Automata

About 1709, in Grenoble, the Edison of
automata, Jacques de Vaucanson, was born.
Little is known of his early life, except that
he was something of a rake and a seminary
dropout who disrupted affairs at the monas-
tery by making wood and paper wings that
flew about. But much is remembered of his
automata, which, though they no longer
exist, were the marvel of their age, the
object of admiration by all gentlemen who
saw them, and the envy of mechanicians ever
since.

Vaucanson was not a showman, but a
philosopher and inventor. He often spoke of
“moving anatomy,” his expression for the
concept that life, especially life in lower
animals, was in fact a series of undirected
movements (what we would today call
“reflex movements”), and that by duplicat-
ing the movements and actions of a live
creature, one might succeed in duplicating
the life of the creature. While such a notion
seems absurd to us (it is, according to cur-
rent understandings of the formation of
ideas, magical, and therefore primitive) there
is precedent for it from a character no less
important than St Thomas Aquinas. Vaucan-
son had a splendid opportunity to come
across St Thomas’s writings, since he lived
in a monastery for perhaps 15 years. Books
were expensive treasures in 1709, and mon-
asteries were the main places where collec-
tions existed. St Thomas's works would
probably have been among them. In the
Summa Theologica (Q13; Art 2; Reply
obj 3; Part Il) there is a passage: “‘Animals

About 1709, in Grenoble,
the Edison of automata,

Jacques de Vaucanson,
was born.
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show orderly behavior and are machines, as
distinct from man who has been endowed
with a rational soul and therefore acts by
reason.”

If animals are orderly machines, it might
be possible to make a machine that looks
and behaves like an animal. If one took

R e

special pains to reproduce vital details like
respiration, digestion and excretion, etc (so
runs the argument), one would then have
created the next best thing to a real living
animal.

Vaucanson arrived in Paris in 1735 at the
age of 26 to pursue his moving anatomy con-
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Figure 2a: Three automata invented by [acques de Vaucanson in the mid-18th century. Shown
are a flute player, mechanical duck, and a flageolet (whistle) and drum player. The novelty of
these figures caused a sensation in their time (from an 18th century engraving, courtesy
Bettmann Archive).
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"B"= THREE FINGERS OF LEFT HAND
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cepts. He promptly ran out of money. There
is documentation to show he had the idea
“,.. of getting assistance by producing
some machines that could excite public curi-
osity ..." as a means of raising funds. He
excited plenty of public curiosity, for in
1738 he simultaneously displayed three
automata (see figure 2a). An automaton
duck *. . . made of gilded copper who
drinks, eats, quacks, splashes about on the
water, and digests his food like a living
duck” was one, and a pair of automata
musicians who played flute and drums were
the others.

The machines were life-size and were
mounted on cubical pedestals about three
feet on a side, which contained the bulky
mechanism. They were unique and original,
and they created a public sensation for 50
years. To me, the flute player seems the
most remarkable mechanism of the three.
De Juvigny, a friend of Vaucanson's, wrote
in 1777, “At first many people would not
believe that the sounds were produced by
the flute the automaton was holding. These
people believed that the sounds must come
from a bird organ or German organ enclosed
in the body of the figure. The most incredu-
lous, however, were soon convinced that
the automaton was in fact blowing the flute,

DISTRIBUTOR

— LOW PRESSURE
— MEDIUM PRESSURE
l— HIGH PRESSURE

that the breath coming from his lips made it
play and that the movement of his fingers
determined the different notes. .. The pec-
tators were permitted to see even the inner-
most springs and to follow their move-
ments.”" Figure 2b shows the mechanism in
outline form. All that needs mention is the
weight motor (not shown), and the fact that
different weights were added to each bellows
in the set of three to provide different pres-
sures of air. High, medium and low pressures
provided the designer with the possibility of
playing notes loudly or softly in the lowest
register, or of shifting the flute to a higher
register by employing greater pressures. The
distributor valve selected the correct pres-
sure for a given note.

The illustration merely hints at the head
mechanism, which must have been extremely
complex. This description of flute playing is
from the Encyclopedia Brittanica: ‘'The
flute is held sideways to the right of the
player, who forms his lips to make an aper-
ture and directs his breath stream across the
mouth hole and onto its further edge, where
it breaks up into eddies that alternate regu-
larly above and below this edge and so excite
the air column of the flute into vibration.
Stability of the notes in the various registers
and at different loudnesses is achieved by

Figure 2b: Details of
Vaucanson'’s  remarkably
sophisticated flute player
automaton. A music box-
like drum with pro-
grammed pins controlled
the motion of the fingers,
volume of air and shape of
the mouth (made of
rubber) so that the device
actually played a standard
flute.
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“(Vaucanson's mechanical

duck) is the most admi-

rable thing imaginable, a

piece of human work-
manship almost passing
understanding."”

control of lip aperture, angle of breath im-
pact, and breath force. The compass is three
octaves. . . .” Vaucanson's complications
came from his decision to use the true flute,
blown from the side, and not a recorder,
which is an air pipe instrument blown from
one end like a pennywhistle or organ pipe.
In both instruments, air column length is
varied by closing the appropriate holes in the
body. To some degree Vaucanson simplified
his task by employing seven active fingers
(instead of eight, the modern standard: or
maybe his particular flute had only seven
fingerholes), but he took on and overcame
the challenge of providing means to produce
the proper size of lip aperture and the
proper angle of breath stream to mouth
hole. It seems quite likely that Vaucanson
used actual rubber, first seen in France in
1736, in the lip mechanism, for there is evi-
dence (in another automaton) that he knew
how to fabricate rubber.

Now, | can imagine a mechanism that
would dilate and contract the aperture in a
set of rubber lips, and vary somewhat the
angle of a stream of air blown through the
hole, but | have the considerable advantage
of being able to draw on two centuries’ accu-

Figure 2c: Details of Vaucanson's mechanical duck, showing the intestine-
like tubing within. The duck could drink, quack and splash about, and was
able to eat, digest and eliminate food (from an 18th century engraving,
courtesy Bettmann Archive).
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mulation of mechanical knowledge. Vaucan-
son was starting from scratch, building a
mechanism never before seen, to produce a
motion never before defined, to perform a
task never before attempted. That he suc-
ceeded so well is astonishing; that he did it
within 36 months is staggering. And remem-
ber, he employed mainly hand tools. There
was no local machine shop he could call on
to mill a part. We have no record of where
Vaucanson learned his mechanics, but his
skills were prodigious.

The combination tabor (drum) and
flageolet (pennywhistle) player shown at the
right in figure 2a was undoubtedly con-
structed along similar lines; | have not seen
an explanation of its mechanism. It would
have been simpler, since the flageolet is
easier to play than a flute (only four or five
finger holes, blown from one end), and ma-
chinery to make the right arm beat the drum
would be relatively simple to figure out. It
seems unlikely the two automata could have
been so well synchronized that they played
together.

Vaucanson's Mechanical Duck

It always startles me to read things like
this anonymous appreciation of Vaucanson'’s
duck: “It is the most admirable thing
imaginable, a piece of human worksmanship
almost passing understanding.” | try to ac-
count for the powerful attraction that con-
structing simulacra of lower animals held for
men 200 years ago. Still, it catches me off
guard to see the adulation the duck evoked.
Dr G C Beireis, the fourth owner of the ma-
chine in 1785, rhapsodizes, ‘It was in this
duck that Vaucanson's genius reached its
highest point. | have still not got over my
astonishment at this work. (He had seen it
thirty years earlier.) One single wing con-
tains more than 400 articulated pieces.” |
doubt we would feel that way today about
an automated Scottie, say, but maybe ducks
make better pets.

It was, from all accounts, a singular like-
ness to a duck, and here is what it did:

After a light touch on a point on the
base, the duck in the most natural way
in the world begins to look around
him, eyeing the audience with an intel-
ligent air. His lord and master, how-
ever, apparently interprets this differ-
ently, for soon he goes off to look for
something for the bird to eat. No
sooner has he filled a dish with oat-
meal porridge than our famished
friend plunges his beak deep into it,
showing his satisfaction by some char-
acteristic movements of his tail. The



way in which he takes the porridge
and swallows it greedily is extraordi-
narily true to life. In next to no time
the basin has been half emptied, al-
though on several occasions the bird,
as if alarmed by some unfamiliar
noises, has raised his head and glanced
curiously around him.

After this, satisfied with his frugal
meal, he stands up and begins to flap
his wings and to stretch himself while
expressing his gratitude by several con-
tented quacks. But most astonishing of
all are the contractions of the bird's
body clearly showing that his stomach
is a little upset by this rapid meal and
the effects of a painful digestion be-
come obvious. However, the brave bird
holds out, and after a few moments we
are convinced in the most concrete
manner that he has overcome his in-
ternal difficulties. The truth is that the
smell which now spreads through the
room becomes almost unbearable. We
wish to express to the artist inventor
the pleasure which his demonstration
gave to us. (From Chapuis’ book,
Automata: Historical and Technical
Study, see detailed bibliography in
part 3 of this article.)

Something here for everyone, isn't there?
Passion, satisfaction, and a dash of slapstick.
The mechanicians in the audience were
dazzled by Vaucanson’s skill in building a
duck that could swivel its neck in every
direction while sitting or standing; this does
suggest some remarkable techniques for
managing the pushwires ascending the legs,
maybe even some internal mechanisms
within the body.

Probably written by Vaucanson and cer-
tainly based on data only he could have pro-
vided, the following passage from an article
in a 1777 dictionary of science shows how
proud he was of the internal mechanisms
that caused grain to be “... digested as in
real animals by dissolution and not by
(grinding) . .. the inventor does not set this
up as a perfect digestive system capable of
manufacturing blood and nourishing juices
to support the animal, and it would be un-
fair to reproach him with this shortcoming.”
But it is clear how well he knew the 18th
century idea that blood comes from food,
and he implies he was trying to follow it.
Indeed, in some accounts the body was
covered by latticework so the interior
mechanisms could be viewed as they did
their job. Vaucanson had good reason to be
proud, for the body contained his new
invention, the rubber tube. Any machine

capable of making that kind of smell had
to be alive!

One wonders what the **...chemical lab-
oratory where the principal part of the food
could be decomposed...” mentioned in the
article might refer to. It may have been
that his rubber tube intestine actually con-
tained some chemicals or enzymes that
attacked the starch in oat porridge, causing
it “*...to leave the body in markedly changed
form.” But there was hardly time enough in
a performance of a few minutes to convert
anything. More likely the operator between
performances drained the stomach of its
contents and loaded the nether-part of the
intestine with the imitation duck dung that
so impressed audiences.

The duck and the two musicians probably
made a good deal of money for Vaucanson,
but because it was necessary to transport
them to other capitals of Europe for further
exhibition he sold them all in 1743 to show-
men who took them to England, Russia, and
finally to Germany. In St Petersburg in 1782
the third owners tinkered with the mecha-
nisms, interchanging parts so they would
break if anyone else tried to show them.
Dr Beireis had this partly repaired, but
when Goethe viewed the duck in 1805, he
found, '*Vaucanson's automata were para-
lyzed. The duck had lost its feathers and,
reduced to a skeleton, would still bravely
eat its oats, but could no longer digest
them." The duck was 108 years old when
Rechsteiner, a skilled mechanician, was
hired to repair it. It was exhibited in ltaly
in 1844 and in London two years later.
After that it dropped out of sight. Some
photographs turned up in the early 1950s,
evidently left by the former curator of
the Paris Museum of Arts and Crafts. They
are glass plate negatives that probably date
from before 1900. The skeleton they reveal,
together with the appearance of the mecha-
nism, strongly suggests the wreckage of
Vaucanson'’s duck, as they were labelled.
The plates were said to be from Dresden,
and if the duck survived World War I,
one hopes it is in a dry attic. The musicians
were lost from sight sometime around 1800.
None of the imitations of Vaucanson's
automata, including mekaniker Rechsteiner’s
duplicate duck, now survives. These won-
drous mechanisms are altogether lost.

Vaucanson himself seems to have pros-
pered (he was a member of the Academy of
Science in 1777) and continued inventing.
In 1741 he devised the system of punched
cards that controlled looms in the Jacquard
tapestry factory. This is generally considered
to be the first digital number storage and
readout system. In 1760 he invented the

Satisfied with his frugal
meal, the mechanical

duck stands up and begins

to flap his wings and to

stretch himself while ex-
pressing his gratitude with
several contented quacks.
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Note:

A complete bibliography
for this part of "Antique
Mechanical Computers” will
appear with “Part 3: Human
and Machine Action and the
Torres Chess Automaton” in
September 1978 BYTE.,
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modern metal-cutting lathe, with a shaped
guideway to prevent chatter and twisting of
the tool.

Mechanism of the Automata

While relatively simple to explain and easy
to grasp when explained, Vaucanson’s
machines really are very sophisticated in
performance and embody concepts easily
100 years ahead of their time. The weight-
motor is a heavy weight suspended from a
rope wrapped around a drum windlass,
which, while slowly falling, drives a gear-
train (speed controlled by a governor).
These gears slowly turn a cam-drum, the
master controller “memory’ mechanism,
one rotation of which equals one perfor-
mance of the automaton. This drum, per-
haps the diameter of a small keg and three
feet long, has on its surface an array of rows
of studs of some sort, nails or wooden
knobs. Cam-followers, some sort of spring
loaded levers, ride on the drum surface, one
for each row (circle) of studs in the array,
and each cam-follower is for a moment
pushed out of place if a stud rotates by to
push on it.

There are as many circles of studs on the
drum as there are functions of the automaton
to be controlled, and the cam-follower unique
to that circle of studs does the controlling.
Thus, one row, say, controls the dilation and
contraction mechanism of the lips, and
another row might manage the movements
of the first finger, left hand, and so on. There
would be about 12 functions to be controlled,
so about 12 rows or circles of studs are
on the drum. It is rather like a giant music
box movement, except that instead of steel
needles being plucked, cam-followers are
displaced, and with displacement each fol-
lower pulls on a flexible cable which is linked
by its own pulley system to the finger, lip,
or valve that is unique to it. In some cases,
like the lip control mechanism, the require-
ment to produce music is for smooth varia-
tion from one size to another, so the row of
studs for that function is replaced by a
smoothly varying curve, a cam. In other
cases, the fingering mechanism, a finger
either does or does not cover a flute hole.
This is digital control (the word comes from
counting on the fingers); the former is ana-
log, meaning that a little movement here
causes a proportional movement there.

When it is all put together and regulated
carefully, the machine will play the flute
using wind pressures as selected by the
distributor valve. For the sake of impressive
appearance, the machine is covered with a
wooden framework in human shape and is

clothed, but it would do its job bare, How-
ever, it would look like a machine and not
a person.

The tabor and flageolet player is similar,
but probably only two levels of wind were
employed, and the fingering is simpler,
probably four fingers.

The duck was essentially a giant version
of the mechanism that operated the bird
figures described earlier but with many
more, and more complex, movements.
While it is possible that some weight sensitive
area was built into the pedestal so that the
duck started to gobble the food only when a
plate was placed before it, it seems much
more likely that the operator carefully mem-
orized the duck's movements (which, of
course, are identical every time) and returned
with the plate at just the right moment.
Otherwise the bird would have been gulping
down thin air.

If they still existed, these machines would
provide an intriguing catalog of early 18th
century movements, probably including
some that Vaucanson devised for special
purposes that would not be rediscovered for
75 years or more. But, as computers, the
machines were incredible. Here, 240 years
ago, was a digital and analog computer
preprogrammed with perhaps 300 to 500
bytes of read only memory, each byte 10
or 12 bits wide. Vaucanson appears to be
the first person to have seen the need for
synchronous control of multiple functions
(how else could you play a flute except by
regulating breath angle and pressure while
simultaneously fingering the proper notes?)
as well as the first who saw the possibility
of designing mechanisms to effect such con-
trol. That he used the music box spindle
approach to his problem is not to his dis-
credit, for that mechanism was known to
function reliably over long periods while
undergoing little wear. His incorporation of
music box memory devices into an array
on a single drum (the master controller)
enabled him to produce some remarkable
results. He could control a variety of simul-
taneous, interdependent functions because
they were all driven by the same “‘clock.”
This was parallel data processing, in rela-
tively small chunks, to be sure, but parallel
beyond doubt. The likes of it were not seen
again in mechanics until the player piano
with its paper tape. It is not so very different
from the way the central nervous system
deals with data in many parallel channels
simultaneously.

But why is this surprising? Jacques de
Vaucanson was attempting to create life.
It was his genius to approach the task in
the manner of living things.m
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The Z-80 in Parallel

Many design engineers have introduced
various types of parallel processing into
systems in order to achieve higher through-
put rates. Almost without exception though,
these applications have been limited to
medium and large scale computers due to
price and complexity.

In the past two years, microprocessors
have reached a level of sophistication which
makes them candidates for parallel processing
systems. Such systems could conceivably
offer minicomputer performance at micro-

Bob Loewer

Micro Diversions Inc
7900 Westpark Dr
Suite 308

MclLean VA 22101

PROCESSOR

P, MEMORY (32K

SHARED MEMORY [32K)

B, MEMORY (32K]

PRGCESSOR, y

KEY

NN CATA BUS
. ADDRESS BUS
mmm CONTROL BUS

Figure 1: The author’s parallel Z-80 system. Both processors work indepen-
dently, each supported by 32 K bytes of programmable memory. The proces-
sors are linked by 32 K bytes of shared programmable memory. The shared
memory, addressable by either processor as the upper 32 K, has its own
address and data buses. Shared memory conflicts are resolved by the arbiter
circuit shown in figure 2a.
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computer cost. This article is an investiga-
tion of that idea.

The Z-80

The Z-80 microprocessor, manufactured
by Zilog, is a third generation LSI device
which offers full software compatibility with
the 8080 processor. Upgraded features
provided by the Z-80 include: two sets of
exchangeable registers, indexing, a full range
instruction set (including register or memory
bit operations), eleven addressing modes, a
nonmaskable interrupt, dynamic memory
refresh address generation, and an interrupt
register to provide a high speed vectored
interrupt response to any location in
memory.

The Z-80’s minimum number of control
bus signals makes it easy to interface in
multiple processor configurations.

System Layout

My design consists largely of two Z-80
microprocessors (processor X and processor
Y) operating independently, each supported
by 32 K bytes of programmable memory
(see figure 1). The processors are indirectly
linked by 32 K bytes of common memory,
making a system total of 96 K bytes. The
shared memory, addressable by either
processor as the upper 32 K, has its own
address and data buses. Data or address
signals are gated onto their respective bus
when (1) either processor performs an opera-
tion involving a read or write against the
shared memory, or (2) either processor
attempts an op code fetch from the shared
memory, or (3) machine instructions com-
bine (1) and (2).

Shared memory bus conflicts are resolved
by the arbiter (see figure 2a). Since the
processors use opposite phases of the clock,
requests for bus access can never be initiated
at exactly the same time. However, depen-
ding upon the instruction sequences being
executed, bus request conflicts can occur.
This problem, summarized in table 3, has
been carefully examined and is represented
by figure 3b. It illustrates what is assumed to
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Figure 2a: The shared memory arbiter. This circuit resolves conflicts between the two proces-
sors if both attempt to gain simultaneous access to the shared memory bus. For example, a
request from processor X (XMREQ low) will cause /C3a to drive the XSELECT line low and
will also disable IC3b. Processor Y will be locked out during X'’s memory request. If Y makes a
memory request while locked out, the output of IC4a will go low, activating the YWAIT line.

be the worst possible case of bus conflict:
both processors simultaneously executing
shared memory read or write instructions
from the shared memory. Of course, one
cannot predict when each processor will
attempt to access the shared memory, so all
possible interprocessor state relationships
have been investigated.

The basic memory read or write instruc-
tion has seven “T" cycles (T is defined as
the duration of one clock period). The T
states and their functions are:

M1,T1
M1,T2
M1,T3
M1,T4
M2,T1
M2,T2
M2,T3

The M cycles are machine cycles. Table 3
shows the seven interprocessor T state align-
ments: M1,T1 active for one processor when
states M1,T1 thru M2,T3 for the other are
active. Figure 3b illustrates an example of
the processor request signals and signals
from the conflict arbitration logic. Note that
after a very short period (maximum of seven
clock cycles) the arbiter synchronizes and
thereby provides complete cooperation
between the two processors’ fetch and

; Op code fetch
Instruction

decoding

Memory read or write operation

execution cycles by putting one of the
processors into one or two wait states.
Further, in the seven possible interprocessor
T state relationships, there are two in which
opposing shared memory access request
signals are synchronized, in which case the

arbiter does nothing. This means that,

regardless of the processors’ instruction

Number Type +5V GND
1C1 74504 14 7
1C2 74510 14 7
IC3 745126 14 7
IC4 74532 14 7
IC5 74125 14 7
IC6 74125 14 7
IC7 74125 14 7
IC8 74125 14 7
1C9 74125 14 7
IC10 74125 14 7
IC11 74125 14 7
IC12 74125 14 7
1C13 7432 14 7
1C14 7408 14 7
IC15 745157 16 8
IC16 745157 16 8
1C17 745157 16 8
1C18 745157 16 8

About the Author

Bob Loewer is an
employee of the Telenet
Communications Corpora-
tion and a graduate stu-
dent at the University of
Maryland at College Park.
He is cofounder of Micro
Diversions Inc, a company
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puters and microcomputer
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processor systems.

Table 1:

Power wiring

table for figures 2a and 2b.
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PROCESSOR &
DATA BUS

Figure 2b: Control cir-
cuitry for the shared
memory parallel Z-80
system. The respective
processor data buses
and the shared memory
data bus are shown at
the top. The shared
memory address bus
is at the right. The
shared memory arbiter
is shown in the center
(see figure 2a for a de-
tailed schematic). This
circuit works on a first
come, first served basis
to resolve all conflicts
between the two pro-
cessors.
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Figure 3a: The basic Z-80 memory read or write cycle. Clock periods are referred to as T cycles
and the basic operations are referred to as M (for machine) cycles. The first machine cycle of
any instruction is a fetch cycle (M1). Subsequent M cycles move data to or from the memory.

sequences, 86 percent of the time the system
is at most one wait state away from syn-
chronization. Thereafter, both processors
can execute read and write instructions from
the shared memory at 100 percent processor
utilization, assuming the instruction syn-
chronization is not lost.

Certainly opposing software will not
consist solely of instructions which offer no
bus interference. But it is clear that the most
efficient method of solving the shared mem-
ory bus conflict problem is the one that will
achieve short term interprocessor synchroni-
zation whenever possible.

Arbitration Logic

Each processor provides signals to the
arbiter which identify a valid shared memory
access request. 1C2a and IC2b receive RFSH,
MREQ, and A15 (the high order address bit
signal) from their respective processors.
MREQ indicates that a memory read or
write operation is underway: either A15 line

going high identifies the shared memory as
the object of the request; and the RFSH
lines insure that the dynamic memory refresh
strobe from one processor will not interfere
with the shared memory access request of
the other.

1C3a and IC3b provide an opposing grant
or deny shared memory bus access proviso
that is strictly first come, first served. A
request from, say, processor X will cause
IC3a to drive XSELECT low, and coinciden-
tally disable IC3b. Processor Y will be
locked out for the length of processor X's
memory request. Now suppose processor Y
does make a request for bus access when
processor X is using the bus. This condition
will force IC4a to its low state, activating the
YWAIT line. The wait signal will continue
until processor X concludes its memory
access. Under no circumstances, however,
will processor Y be forced into more than
one wait state for this processor X access.
When XMREQ goes high, XSELECT follows

Beginning Finishing
Event Event Stipulation Delay Before Occurrence (ns)
XA15 high
XRFSH high to XSELECT low Y¥SELECT high 28
XMREQ low
XA15 high
XRFSH high to XSELECT low YSELECT low 25 after YSELECT goes high
XMREQ low
YA15 high
YRFSH high to YSELECT low XSELECT high 28
YMREQ low
Y A15 high
¥ RFSH high to YSELECT low XSELECT low 25 after XSELECT goes high
YMREQ low
XA15 high
XRFSH high to XWAIT low YSELECT low 53
XMREQ low
YA15 high
¥RFSH high To YWAIT low XSELECT low 53
YMREQ low
XSELECT high to YWAIT high YSELECT low 22
YSELECT high to YWAIT high XSELECT low 22

Continued on page 174

Table 2: Timing considera-
tions in the arbiter cir-
cuitry. The arbiter takes a
finite amount of time for
its logic circuits to effect
the changes shown. The
corresponding delays are
shown at the right.
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Photo 1: Hal Chamberlin's
home  built HAL-4096
computer system, built in
1972. This system, which
is still in service handling
10 for an IMP-16 micro-
computer system, features
T'TL logic, a 16 bit word
length, 16 registers, 4 K
bytes of magnetic core
memory (a surplus [BM
1620), and  priority
interrupt.

The First Ten Years of Amateur Computing

If one could find a
specific date for the birth
of personal computing, it

would be May 5 1966.
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Sol Libes

President, Amateur Computer Group of New Jersey
995 Chimney Ridge

Springfield NJ 07081

Most people | meet are under the mis-
taken notion that personal computing
started only two or three years ago, with the
introduction of the Altair 8800 by MITS.
Nothing could be further from the truth.
In fact, the amateur computing hobby
was then almost ten years old.

| therefore decided to write this article
to set the record straight, give credit to the
early pioneers in this hobby and shed some
light on the early history of microprocessors.

If one could find a specific date for the
birth of personal computing, it would be
May 5 1966. For it was on that date that
Steven B Gray founded the Amateur
Computer Society and began publishing
a quarterly called the ACS Newsl/etter.

The newsletter exchanged information
on where to get surplus computer gear, how
to build not too complicated circuits, where
to get integrated circuits, tips, experiences
and where to get help. By the end of 1966,
the Society reported that it had over 70
members.

1966 also saw the publication of the first
books on how to build a home computer.

Typical was We Built Our Own Computers
by A B Bolt and published by Cambridge
University Press.

In January 1968, a survey in the ACS
Newsletter reported that two amateurs
had their home built systems up and
running and that many others were actively
working on their systems. The survey
indicated that programmable memory sizes
ranged from 4 to 8 K with some as high
as 20 K, all magnetic core of course. Tele-
types and Flexowriters were popular for
0. Clock speeds ranged from 500 kHz to
1 MHz, with the average 500 kHz. Most
used discrete transistors, and a few reported
using those new and hard to come by RTL
integrated circuits. Instruction sets were
small, ranging from 11 to 34 instructions.
Word sizes were from four to 32 bits, with
12 bits the typical number. Registers ranged
from two to 11, with three most common.
Most reported that they had been working
on their machines for about two years.

The April 1968 issue of Popular Me-
chanics reported on ECHO IV (Electronic
Computing Home Operator), a home built
computer constructed by ]im Sutherland.
It had four registers, used a 4 bit word, had
8 K bytes of core memory, 18 instructions
and a clock speed of 160 kHz.

In December 1968 Don Tarbell (now
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Photo 2: The author's TVT-1, designed by Don Lancaster and built in late
1973. Intended only as a TV typewriter, it was interfaced to a modem and
used with an IBM timesharing system.

The first computer kit was
introduced in 1971. It
featured 52 TTL inte-
grated circuits,a 32 by 8
bit programmable
memory, and 15 instruc-
tions for $503.

The Kenback-1 computer
featured a 1 K byte MOS
shift register memory
made by a small, young
manufacturer called Intel.
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known for his high speed tape cassette
interface) reported on his home built com-
puter in the ACS Newsletter. It had a 4 bit
word size, four registers, 10 kHz clock and
was constructed using RTL integrated
circuit logic. He used a Teletype for 10.

In 1967, Dave Digby ran an ad in CQ
magazine offering a computer kit. It was
advertised as featuring RTL logic, four
registers, a 512 to 1024 byte delay line
memory, and serial input and output. The
price was $1000. As far as | know, he
never delivered any units.

Most early builders constructed copies
of the Digital Equipment Corporation’s
PDP-8 minicomputer with their own modifi-
cations. In the surplus area, 1000 Minute-
men | missile guidance processors became
available in 1971.

1971 also saw the introduction of the
first computer kit. It was part of the
National Radio Institute’s course on com-
puter electronics. It used 52 TTL integrated
circuits, had a 32 by 8 bit integrated circuit
memory, 15 instructions and an operator’s
panel, and it sold for $503. Louis E Frenzel,
then of NRI and now at Heathkit, was the
designer.

In late 1971, the Kenback Corporation

introduced the Kenback-1 computer for
$750. It was intended primarily for educa-
tional use. It had a 1 K byte MOS shift
register memory made by a small, young
integrated circuit manufacturer called
Intel. It also had three registers, an 8 bit
word size, 65 instructions, operator’s panel,
and an audio cassette for program storage.

The December 1971 issue of Computers
and Automation described five home built
computer systems. And by the end of the
year 1971, there were reported to be 195
members in the Amateur Computer Society.

In 1972 things continued to pick up. In
June Don Tarbell reported that he had
written an editor program for his new home
built system and was working on an as-
sembler program. His system used an 8 bit
word, 16 registers, and 4 K bytes of core
memory.

Early 1972 saw the introduction of the
8008 microprocessor, by Intel, the opening
of a number of used computer equipment
stores, large price drops in TTL logic and the
availability of the 1101 programmable
memory at low cost. All of this proved to be
a tremendous stimulus for amateur com-
puter experimenters.

In the September 1972 issue of the ACS
Newsletter Hal Chamberlin reported on his
home built HAL-4096. This 16 bit machine
utilized surplus IBM 1620 core memories.
Hal furnished a complete set of construction
plans for $2. The system had 16 registers,
priority interrupt, Selectric and paper
tape 10, and many other very advanced
features.

The September 14 1972 issue of Elec-
tronic Design carried an article on how to
build a circuit which would display 1024
ASCII characters on a TV set.

In 1973 amateur computing advanced
in several areas. In May, the EPD company
advertised the System One computer kit
for $695. It had 1 K bytes of memory
with expansion to 8 K and contained 82
integrated circuits. It had 57 instructions
encoded in a diode matrix read only
memory.

The September 1973 issue of Radio
Electronics published Don Lancaster’s plans
for the construction of the TVT-1. Although
intended as a TV typewriter, many enter-
prising experimenters interfaced it to
modems and home built computers.

In late 1973, the Scelbi Computer
Consulting Company  introduced the
first computer kit using a microprocessor.
The kit was called the Scelbi-8H and it sold
for $565. It used the Intel 8008 and had
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Dynabyte’s new Basic Controller: Check out
its eapabilities and imagine your applications

The Basic Controller™ is a powerful,
versatile and easy to use single board
microcomputer system designed for
control applications.

Itis heavily into control I/O: relays,
flags and sense inputs. What makes
controlling these I/Os (and the external
devices they control) so easy is our ZIBL™
(Z-80 Industrial Basic Language). Itis a
superset of NIBL, National Semiconduc-
tor's control BASIC, and was written by us
specifically for control applications.

We've divided the control world into six
categories: sense inputs, flag outputs, lites,
relays, A/Ds and D/As. ZIBL implements
64 channels of each in such a way that you
need not know anything more about them
than their names.

In ZIBL it is valid to say:

100 IF TIME = 053010 AND SENSE
(18) = 0 TURNON RELAY 5
Simple, isn't it!

Some but not all of the Basic
Controller's mouth watering features

Circle 110 on inquiry card.

include:

« File structures that allow multiple
programs written in ZIBL to reside
concurrently in RAM. Each program may
be individually LOADed, RENAMEJ, or
RUN. Any program may access another
program as though it were a subroutine,
while still retaining its own line numbers
and variables.

« Complete communication versatility.
LISTing, PRINTing and INPUTing may be
done to or from any serial or parallel I/O
channel or the self-contained CRT I/O.

* Single key SAVE or LOAD to and
from cassette.

» Single key SAVE to EPROM. No worry
about PROM addressing or programming
routines, it is handled by ZIBL —
automatically — even if there are other
programs already in PROM.

* ZIBL in ROM: TURNON, TURNOFF,
DELAY, TIME, REM, IF THEN, DO UNTIL,

GOTO, GOSUB, @(exp), TRACE MODE,*®

LINK, READ, DATA, DIR, RND(x,y), strings,

triple precision integer arithmetic, plus the
usual statements.

* Onboard: Z-80 MPU, 32 flags, 32
sense, 8 relays, 8 lites, 2 serial, 1 parallel,
cassette |/O, 64x16 video, keyboard port,
two 2716 sockets with programming
capability, up to 16k on-board RAM, up to
48k off-board RAM, real time clock,
vectored interrupts, Lite Port on board, a
kitchen sink, and an Expansion Bus.

$750 assembled, tested, warranted 1
year. You add power supply, keyboard and
monitor. Available now — see your
computer retailer.

1005 Elwell Ct., Palo Alto, CA 94303 (415) 965-1010
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Photo 3: The author’s Mark-8 processor, built in late 1974. Designed by
Jonathan Titus, it uses the Intel 8008 microprocessor and has 1 K bytes of
programmable memory.

July 1978 © BYTE Publications Inc

1 K bytes of integrated circuit program-
mable memory. It was expandable to 16 K
bytes of programmable memory ($2760)
and had options such as cassette 10, ASCII
keyboard input, oscilloscope output and
serial 10.

In 1973, Digital Equipment Corporation
offered the PDP-8A with 1 K words of 12
bit programmable memory for $875. Also
in 1973, a small publishing house catering
to computer and digital electronics hobby-
ists began publishing with a book on wire
wrap construction techniques. It was called
M P Publishing Company and was a part
time activity of Carl Helmers (who later

began a monthly called Experimenters’

Computer System which after five issues
was transformed into BYTE in 1975).

1974 marked a year of substantial in-
crease in amateur computing. In July,
Radio-Electronics magazine carried a con-
struction article by Jonathan Titus on
building the Mark-8 processor, which
used the Intel 8008 microprocessor. It is
estimated that over 500 of these units
were built by avid experimenters.

In October, Southwest Technical Pro-
ducts Company (SwTPC) introduced the
TVT-Il kit for $180 and an ASCIl key-
board kit for $40.

In September, Hal Singer started the
Micro-8 Newsletter to exchange information

among hundreds of experimenters who were
building the Mark-8 unit.

In November 1974, Hal Chamberlin and
some associates began another very popular
but short-lived magazine called The Com-
puter Hobbyist.

1975 was the year that personal com-
puting exploded. It began, in January, when
Popular Electronics carried an article on the
Altair 8800 microcomputer by MITS. First
deliveries were in April 1975. The kit sold
for $375 and included 1 K bytes of pro-
grammable memory, but no 10. MITS claims
that by the end of 1976 they had sold over
10,000 Altair 8800s (80% to hobbyists).

In April, the first computer club held
its meeting. Started by Bob Reiling and
Gordon French, and calling itself The
Homebrew Computer Club, it met in Menlo
Park CA. One month later the Amateur
Computer Group of New ]ersey was formed.

In the fall of 1975, MITS released its
4 K and 8 K BASIC interpreters, SWTPC
introduced their 6800 based microcomputer,
and the first decade of amateur computing
was complete. Since then, the field as we
know it today has rapidly matured and
expanded.

Some Microprocessor History

Intel Corporation must be credited with
developing the microprocessor, the single
chip integrated circuit which performs the
basic functions of a central processing unit.

In 1969, a Japanese company, Busicom,
contracted with Intel to develop a chip set
for a printer-calculator. It used a 4 bit data
bus and consisted of four integrated circuits
in a set: a processor, read only memory with
10, programmable memory with 10, and a
shift register type memory. Busicom per-
mitted Intel to market the chip set for
noncalculator applications, and the first
generation of microprocessors was born.

The processor chip was designated the
4004, and it sold for $200. It came in an
18 pin dual in line package (DIP) and would
interface only with the other chips in the
family. Programs had to be stored in the
erasable read only memory. Data and
address information was multiplexed
on the 4 bit bus. Since program could
only be executed out of read only memory,
and since progammable memory was used
only to store data, debugging software
proved to be difficult. Further, a great
deal of support logic was required.

At nearly the same time, Datapoint,
a manufacturer of intelligent terminals,
contracted with Intel and Texas Instru-
ments to produce a true processor on a



An INIFO 2000 DISK SYSTEM
gives you a lot less

than you expected:

Less Cost Less Hassle

The DISCOMEM Controller board costs us less to The INFO 2000 Disk System eliminates the “I/O configuration
manufacture. So your complete INFO 2000 Disk blues” by incorporating all necessary interface ports. A CP/M
System costs you less — at least $400 less than com- Loader and all 1/O drivers are contained in EPROM so there
perable disk systems. is no need for special software customization. Just plug

the system into your S-100 microcomputer and

begin immediate operation using the CP/M
disk operating system. The INFO 2000
Only three S-100 boards are needed to create a com-
plete, high-performance disk-based microcomputer
system—the DISCOMEM Controller Board, a 32K
memory board, and any 8080, 8085 or 280 CPU
board. You don’t need extra interface or EPROM

Disk System is supported by the
most extensive library of software
available, including 3 different
BASICs, 2 ANSI FORTRAN [Vs,
several assemblers, text editors, de-
bugging tools, utilities and numerous

applications packages.
boards since DISCOMEM contains 2 serial ports, 3 2a P g

parallel ports and provision for 7K of EPROM and 1K
of RAM.

Less Errors
LessTime Thie i aystom o fall it &

; recording format. So you're assured
The INFO 2000 Disk Sys- superior protection against errors,
tem is incredibly fast! Disk and full interchangeability with
seek times are up to 8

: Y other CP/M-based systems.
times faster than with

other drives. A full disk-to-
disk copy and verification
takes well under a minute.
Formatting and verifying a
new diskette takes less
than half a minute. Reload-
ing CP/M* from diskette
takes a fraction of a se-
cond.

Less Space

The system is remarkably
compact, requiring only
1/2 to 1/3 the space taken
by other 2-drive disk sys-
tems.

it all adds up m more capability for your money.

The complete INFO 2000 Disk System comes completely assembled and tested. It includes dual

diskette drives, the DISCOMEM Controller, power supply, cabinet, cables and the CP/M disk

operating system——everything you need for immediate plug-in-and-go operation with your INFO 2000
microcomputer. This means less time, hassle, hardware, space, errors and less money than for CORPORATION
comparable equipment. Now, isn’t that a lot less than you'd expected in a dual disk system? 20630 South Leapwood Avenue
Full price of S-100 Disk System is $2,600. Model without input/output facilities also available for $2,450. Delivery two Carson, California 90746

weeks from receipt of order. INFO 2000 Disk Systems also available for Digital Group and Heath H8 microcomputers.

i L T 213) 532-1702
Dealer inquiries welcomed, *CP/M is a registered trademark of Digital Research. @)
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Photo 4: Roger Amidon’s
4 bit processor, built in
1972 and fondly referred
to as the ‘Spider.” It
was built with TTL logic
and used to control an
amateur radio (RTTY).
The Spider was featured
on the cover of April 1977
BYTE.
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chip. Intel succeeded in doing this. Un-
fortunately, the device proved to be too
slow for Datapoint’s use. Intel decided,
therefore, in 1971, to market the device for
$200 and call it the 8008. It marked the
first generation of “true” microprocessor
integrated circuits.

The 8008 used an 8 bit data word with
a more powerful instruction set than the
4004, but it still had many of the disadvan-
tages of the 4004. It required considerable
support logic. The 8008 however was a
more general purpose device. For example,
it contained a set of logical operations that
the 4004 did not have. Its instruction set
was similar to a minicomputer’s, and it
could directly address 16 K bytes of pro-
grammable memory. It even had interrupt
capability.

At the same time, Intel introduced the
1101, a 256 by 1 bit programmable
memory (which enabled the experimenter
to build a 1 K by 8 bit memory with only
32 integrated circuits!), and the 1702
256 by 8 bit EROM. With the 8008, 1101
and 1702 integrated circuits, general purpose
computers could now be built.

In 1972 several other manufacturers
recognized this emerging market. Most
notable was National Semiconductor who
introduced the IMP-16, a chip set which
may have been a little ahead of its time.
It was a bit slice system of variable word

length and user definable instruction set.
It later developed into the third generation
Pace microprocessor.

In late 1973, Intel introduced the 8080
processor, and, soon after, Motorola intro-
duced the 6800. The 8080 has become the
de facto industry standard, used in more
applications than any other processor. The
8080 is basically an enhancement of the
8008. It came in a 40 pin dual in line
package and could directly address 64 K
bytes of programmable memory and read
only memory. It had a true bidirectional
data bus and an expanded instruction set.
However, it still required an external clock
and multiple power supplies. The 6800
on the other hand required only one TTL
compatible power supply, had simpler
control circuitry, and an instruction set
more compatible with larger computers.

1975 and 1976 saw the introduction
of enhanced third generation micro-
processors. The Zilog Z-80, an enhanced
8080, featured a larger instruction set,
more registers, on chip clock, and more.
The 6502, from MOS Technology, was an
enhancement of the 6800. The Texas
Instruments TMS9900 and TMS9980
became the first widely available single
chip 16 bit microprocessors.

1977 marked the introduction of the
fourth generation of microprocessors. In
fact, these devices now could be called



microcomputers in a single integrated
circuit. These new devices include the
complete  microprocessor, read only
memory, programmable memory, and
10 circuitry on one chip. A minimum of
support logic is required.

The future promises an increase in word ;
size, functions, speed and memory capacity. i " conTENTE
(It looks like the single chip processor :
that runs BASIC may soon be a reality.)
The next ten years in microprocessors and
personal computing should be even more
amazing than the past decade.m

SCELBI-gH
Photo 5: The Scelbi-8H processor. This was
the first kit to utilize a microprocessor. It
employed an Intel 8008 processor and was
introduced in late 1973; design work began
on the unit in August 1972. The prototype
featured an oscilloscope display and audio
tape unit. Scelbi has since discontinued their
hardware line to concentrate on software
and applications publications. The last
Scelbi-8H was sold in December 1974.

Small home robots
controllable by your computer.

Attachable to any computer via parallel interface (not included)

Terrapin™ Turtles can:

‘walk’ (on 2" radius wheels)

‘talk’ (via 2-tone speaker)

‘blink” (with lights as eyes)

‘draw’ (with solenoid-controlled pen)

‘feel’ (using 3" radius dome as touch sensor)

Use your Turtle to map rooms, solve mazes, dance, ex-
plore Artificial Intelligence, teach geometry or
programming.

A unique peripheral to keep you “in touch” with your
computer.

Limited delivery from stock e Brochures available

Kit $300 Assembled $500 Terrapin, Inc.

S-100 Interface $40 Shipping $5 33 Edinborough Street, 6th Floor
Boston, MA 02111
Mass. residents add 5% sales tax (617) 482-1033
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Figure 1: Schematic diagram for the motor driver. The 7400, IC1, has +5 V

connected to pin 14 and pin 7 is connected to ground.

Controlling DC Motors

Robert L Walton
5616 Houston Rd
Eaton Rapids M| 48827

'About the Author:

Robert Walton is a
process computer engineer
employed by Consumers
Power Company. He has
designed and homebrewed
an 8008 based system with
9K of memory, Kansas
City audio tape interface,
ASCIl keyboard, 128 by

128 dot graphic video
interface, and a front

panel which allows exam-
ination and modification
of contents in memory
during program execution.
More recently he has been
experimenting with a
KIM-1.
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This article will explain one inexpensive
way to control the position of asmall 1.5V
to 3 V hobby DC motor to within a quarter
turn out of a total range of 16,384 turns.
Various types of mechanical apparatus may
be attached to this shaft for accurate posi-
tioning. The feedback portion of this circuit
may be used alone for position sensing of
shafts which reverse direction during opera-
tion. Modifications to obtain resolution
better than a quarter turn and to drive
higher powered DC motors will be discussed.

The impetus for developing this circuit
came while estimating the cost and com-
plexity of implementing the circuit shown
by Leon Sweer, Thomas Dwyer and Margot
Critchfield in the article “Controlling Small
DC Motors with Analog Signals” (August
1977 BYTE, page 18). My lack of a digital
to analog converter, the apparently high
power dissipation in the power op amp, and
the mechanical complexity of the feedback
potentiometer gear reduction were all
negative factors. An “all digital” scheme was
devised to overcome these problems.

The motor driver circuit is shown in
figure 1. The circuit is simplified consider-
ably by the presence of only three modes of
operation: full forward, full reverse, and
completely stopped. All transistors are in
cutoff or saturation at all times. The signals
labeled FOR and REV are at a high level, +5
V, while the motor is stopped. When FOR is
brought low, Q1, Q4, and Q6 become
saturated, or “turned on.” This effectively
connects motor pin 1 to +5V and motor
pin 2 to ground. When REV is brought low,
Q2, Q3, and Q5 conduct, connecting motor
pin 1 to ground and motor pin 2 to +5 V.

Note that FOR and REV must never be
grounded simultaneously; if this situation
occurs, heavy current will flow through Q1,
Q2, Q3, and Q4, potentially damaging the
devices. To eliminate the possibility of this
happening due to a programming bug while
the motor drive is connected to a computer,
the FOR and REV signals have been modified
to GO and DIR signals by the gate logic of
IC1. The motor will be stopped as long as
the GO signal is low. It will run forward
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9600 BAUD CASSETTE RECORDER

An ASYNCHRONOUS NRZ type Recorder with remote motor start/stop. Error rate
108 at 4800 BAUD. Can be used from 110 to 9600 BAUD into a UART — no clocking
required. This is not an audio recorder. It takes RS232 or TTL signals from the terminal or
computer and gives back the same signals. No audio interface is used. Motor start/stop is
manual or through TTL or RS232 signals.

Tape speeds are 1.6” / 3.0” and 6.0" per second. 110 volt, 60 Hz, 5 watts. (220 Volts on
special order). Can use high quality audio cassettes (Philips Type) or certified data cassettes.
Can be used in remote locations from a 12 Volt battery.

Recommended for DATA LOGGING, WORD PROCESSING, COMPUTER PROGRAM
RELOADING and DATA STORAGE. Manual control except for motor start/stop. 6800,
8080 or Z80 software for file or record searching available on request with order. Used by
major computer manufacturers, Bell Telephone and U.S. Government for program reloading
and field servicing.

{ $185.00 (4800 Baud)
$195.00 (9600 Baud and 220V/50 Hz) AVAILABILITY — Off the shelf.

PROVIDES MONITOR AND TAPE SOFTWARE in ROM. TERMINAL and TAPE PORTS
on SAME BOARD. CONTROLS ONE or TWO TAPE UNITS (CC-8 or 3M3B).

This is a complete 8080, 8085, or Z80 system controller. It provides the terminal I/O
(RS232, 20 mA or TTL) and the data cartridge I/O, plus the motor controlling parallel I/O
latches. Two kilobytes of on board ROM provide turn on and go control of your Altair or
IMSAI. NO MORE BOOTSTRAPPING. Loads and Dumps memory in hex on the terminal,
formats tape cartridge files, has word processing and paper tape routines. Best of all, it has
the search routines to locate files and records by means of six, five, and four letter strings.
Just type in the file name and the recorder and software do the rest. Can be used in the
BiSync (IBM), BiPhase (Phase encoded) or NRZ modes with suitable recorders, interfaces
and software.

This is Revision 8 of this controller. This version features 2708 type EPROM’s so that
you can write your own software or relocate it as desired. One 2708 preprogrammed is
supplied with the board. A socket is available for the second ROM allowing up to a full 2K
of monitor programs.

Fits all S100 bus computers using 8080 or Z80 MPU's. Requires 2 MHz clock from bus.
Cannot be used with audio cassettes without an interface. Cassette or cartridge inputs are

TTL or RS232 level. 2510 (R) CONTROLLER
AVAILABILITY — Off the shelf. $190.00, Tested & Assmb.

PROVIDES MONITOR AND TAPE SOFTWARE in EPROM. EXPANDS MIKBUG with 1K
of ADDITIONAL ROM PROGRAM

This is a complete tape controller for the SWTP 6800 system. Has 3K of EPROM space
for your own programs. A 1 K ROM (2708) is provided with all tape and monitor functions.
The ROM program is identical to our extensive 8080 ROM program.

Has one ACIA for one or two tape drives, one UART for an additional Serial port and a
4 bit parallel port for motor control. Will control one or two CC-8 or 3M3B drives with the
software provided. Can be used with other tape drives controllable with 4 TTL bits if
appropriate software changes are made.

Extra serial port is provided for your use with a second terminal or printer (RS232, TTL
or 20 ma).

The ROM program supplements the MIKbug program and is entered automatically on

6800 CONTROLLER for SWTP  reset. SWTbug compatible ROM is also available.
$190.00, Tested & Assmb. AVAILABILITY — Off the shelf.

Z 80 BOARD for SWTP COMPUTER

Now you can use the 8080/Z80 software programs in your SWTP 6800 machine. Re-
- places your MPU board with a Z80 and ROM so that you are up and running with your
present SWTP memory and MPS card. 1 K ROM on board replaces MIKBUG.

AVAILABILITY — Off the shelf. ) e ST L i
iwi sl TR $190.00, Tested & Assmb.

For U.P.S. delivery, add $3.00. Overseas and air shipments charges collect, N.J. Residents add 5% Sales Tax. WRITE or CALL for further
information. Phone Orders on Master Charge and BankAmericard accepted.

National Multiplex Corporation
b e ee————y 3474 Rand Avenue, South Plainfield NJ 07080 Box 288 Phone (201) 561-3600 TWX 710-997-9530 (eaeuuo
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Figure 2: Opaque disk to
be attached to motor
shaft. Two gaps are cut
so the disk will be rota-
tionally balanced.

TOP VIEW

when GO and DIR are high, and reverse
when GO is high and DIR is low. The DIR
signal may be reversed with GO remaining
high without damage. This reversal may
occur as often as desired, even many times
per second, without electronic damage.
Diodes D1, D2, D3 and D4 are used to
suppress switching transients from the
motor.

Higher powered motors or higher voltage
motors may be accommodated by using
7426 open collector gates in place of the
7400 gates or by using additional transistor
driver stages, as appropriate.

Position Feedback

Determining how many times a shaft has
turned in one direction is simple. Attach an
opaque disk with periodic gaps in it to the
shaft as shown in figure 2. Shine a beam of
light on one side of the disk and place a
phototransistor on the other side. Apply the

MOTOR

SIDE VIEW

Figure 3: Placement of phototransistors A and B. The phototransistors
should be within an eighth of an inch of the disk. The disk should be opaque
and painted flat black. The 60° gap size and 30° placement of the photo-
transistors will provide a steady count once every 90° of rotation.

DARK A

LIGHT

DARK B

da: COUNTERCLOCKWISE ROTATION

LIGHT

Ii_

DARK A

i ] .

LIGHT _,—‘
DARK B

-
ab: CLOCKWISE rRoTArion 50° ROTATION

Figure 4: Phototransistor timing diagram. Note that the counter must count
up when a dark to light transition occurs on A and B is dark, or when a light
to dark transition occurs on B and A is dark. The counter must count down
when a dark to light transition occurs on B and A is dark or when a light to
dark transition occurs on A and B is dark. This assumes that a counterclock-
wise rotation causes an increase in count.
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output of the phototransistor to a Schmitt
trigger and count the high to low transitions.
Note that it is not possible to determine
the direction the shaft is rotating by observ-
ing the electrical signals generated.

By adding another phototransistor, it is
possible to determine the direction the shaft
is turning. The two phototransistors, identi-
fied as A and B, must be arranged as shown
in figure 3. The direction of rotation can be
determined by observing which photo-
transistor is the first one on when the gap
is encountered as shown in figure 4. The
direction can also be determined by observ-
ing which phototransistor is the last one
off. It is really necessary to use both of these
transitions in order to avoid miscounting
when the oscillating situation explained in
the caption of figure 5 is encountered.

The circuit to detect and register the
shaft turns is shown in figure 6. This circuit
functions by propagation delay. Signals A
and B are high when their respective photo-
transistors are on. Signals AD and BD are
signals A and B, respectively, delayed by
passing through four inverters. Similar
terminology applies to A+B and (A+B)D.
These signals are then ‘“‘anded” and ‘“‘ored”
together to make up and down counting
signals for the four cascaded counters.

The four counters provide 16 bits of
position information, or one part in 65,536.
In the unlikely event that additional preci-
sion is required, more counters may be
added. Note that the circuit generates four
counts per revolution. If more counts per
revolution are required, additional narrower
gaps may be cut in the opaque disk and the
phototransistors may be placed closer
together,

Construction

The opaque disk may be made from a
sandwich of two index cards and aluminum
foil glued together. The disk may then be
drilled to fit the motor shaft and fastened
with a drop of epoxy. If the motor shaft is
mounted vertically with the disk up, the
phototransistor may be mounted beneath
the disk. An incandescent desk lamp may be
used to illuminate the disk. The photo-
transistors may have to be adjusted a little
to get the unit functioning. Be sure the
collector of each phototransistor reads over
4V when dark and under 0.5V when
illuminated. Be sure this is true all the way
around the disk. Note: you will not be able
to see the up and down counter inputs or
the outputs of the four “and” gates on any
but the very fastest oscilloscopes.

To test the circuit, wire the GO motor
input high and wire pin 7 of IC7 (figure 6)



EDP books you can’t afford to

be without;|

MICROPROCESSOR APPLICATIONS MANUAL

by Motorola, Inc.
435/278 Pub. Pr., $28.50 Club Pr., $22.50

PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES
by A. B. Tucker, Jr.
654/158 Pub. Pr.,$17.50 Club Pr., $13.50

ILLUSTRATING BASIC

(A Simple Programming Language)

by D. Alcock

771/928 Pub. Pr., $10.95 Club Pr., $8.95

AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING HANDBOOK
by The Diebold Group, Inc.
168/075 Pub. Pr., $33.50 Club Pr., $23.75

MICROPROCESSOR PROGRAMMING

FOR COMPUTER HOBBYISTS

by N. Graham

783/56X Pub. Pr.,$12.95 Club Pr., $10.95

THE COMPULATOR BOOK

Building Super Calculators & Minicomputer
Hardware with Calculator Chips

by R. P. Haviland

783/578 Pub. Pr., $10.95 Club Pr..$9.30

MICROCOMPUTERS /MICROPROCESSORS:
Hardware, Software and Applications

by J. L. Hilburn & P. N. Julich

771/499 Pub. Pr., $19.50 Club Pr., $15.60

INTERACTIVE COMPUTER GRAPHICS
byB.S.Walker,G.R.Grund & E. A. Drawneck
767/661 Pub. Pr.,$14.50 Club Pr., $12.30

THE INFORMATION SYSTEMS HANDBOOK
by F. W. McFarlan & R. L. Nolan
769/29X Pub. Pr., $35.00 Club Pr., $25.50

MINICOMPUTERS: Structures and
Programming

by T. G. Lewis & J. W. Doerr

773/009 Pub. Pr., $13.95 Club Pr., $10.95

GETTING INVOLVED WITH YOUR

OWN COMPUTER

A Guide for Beginners

by L. Solomon & S. Veit

771/952  Pub.Pr., $9.95 Club Pr., $8.35

ALGORITHMS + DATA STRUCTURES =
PROGRAMS

by N. Wirth

769/664 Pub. Pr.,$19.00 Club Pr., $13.75

ADVANCED ANS COBOL WITH

STRUCTURED PROGRAMMING

by G. D. Brown

772/118 Pub.Pr., $19.95 Club Pr.,$15.95

APPLYING MICROPROCESSORS

New Hardware, Software & Applications
Edited by L. Altman & S. E. Scrupski
191/603 Pub. Pr., $19.50 Club Pr., $12.50

MICROPROGRAMMING PRIMER
by H. Katzan, Jr.
333/874 Pub.Pr.,$17.95 Club Pr.,$13.95

A DISCIPLINE OF PROGRAMMING
by E. W. Dijkstra
770/115 Pub. Pr.,$18.95 Club Pr., $15.75
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values up to

Introductory oﬂe’l: to new members of the
Computer Professionals’ Book Club

Special $1.89 bonus book comes to you with your first club selection

HIS new professional club is designed to meet your day-to-day on-the-job needs by

providing practical books in your field on a regular basis at below publisher prices. If
you're missing out on important technical literature—if today’s high cost of reading curbs
the growth of your library—here’s the solution to your problem.

The Computer Professionals’ Book Club was organized for you, to provide an economical
reading program that cannot fail to be of value. Administered by the McGraw-Hill Book
Company, all books are chosen by qualified editors and consultants. Their understanding
of the standards and values of the literature in your field guarantees the appropriateness
of the selections.

How the Club operates: Every month you receive free of charge The Computer Profes-
sionals’ Book Club Bulletin. This announces and describes the Club’s featured book of the
month as well as alternate selections available at special members’ prices. If you want to
examine the Club’s feature of the month, you do nothing. If you prefer one of the alternate
selections—or if you want no book at all—you notify the club by returning the card en-
closed with each Bulletin.

As a Club Member, you agree only to the purchase of four books (including vour first
selection) over a two-year period. Considering the many books published annually, there

will surely be at least four you ‘would want to own anyway. By joining the club, you
save both money and the trouble of searching for the best books.

VALUES UP TO $35.00 WITH MAJOR DISCOUNTS ON ALL OTHER CLUB SE-
LECTIONS. Your bonus books come with the first selection, and you may choose both
of them from the books described in this special introductory offer.

EXTRA SAVINGS: Remit in full with your order, plus any local and state tax, and
McGraw-Hill will pay all regular postage and handling charges.

NO RISK GUARANTEE:
If not completely satisfied return selections for full refund and membership cancellation.

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY i e s e ey

| .
COMPUTER PROFESSIONALS/Book Club P.0. Box 582 Princeton Road, Hightstown, New Jersey 08520

Please enroll me as a member and send me the two books chases made I Clu . All prices

indicated. | am to receive the bonus book at the intro- subject to change mmoul notice. Oife! good .ror new mem-

ductory price u! S! B9 plus my first selection, plus tax, bars only. A shipping and handling charge is added to all
an dl

It not p y satisfied, | may shipments. Members are billed whan books arrive
return the books within 10 days and request that my member-
ship be cancelled. If | keep the books, | agree to take @  Write Code £ of $1.89 bonus Write code # of
minimum of three additional oooka durlnq the next two years book selection here first selection here
at special Club prices | 15% ., often
more). | will receive Ihs C1ub Bulletm 13 times a year, If [ J l I
| want to the | need take no
action. It will be shipped . | want
an alternate selection—or no book at aIF I simply notify the
Club by returning the convenient card always enclosed. | NAME

will always have a minimum of 10 days in which to return

the card and you will credit my account fully, including  ADDRESS
postage, if this is not the case. Membership in the club is
continuous but cancellable by me at any time after the four-
book purchase requirement has been filled. This order
subject to acceptance by McGraw-Hill. Orders from outside
the continental U.S. must be prepaid. Company, business, or  STATE zZIp
Institutional tax exemption stalus is not appliable to pur-

CITY

P39299

e e s s e — — ol
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Photo 1: A breadboard of the motor controller. The photocells may be seen in front of the
motor.

to the motor DIR input. Tie the LOAD
input (figure 6) to +5 V. The motor should
seek one end of one of the gaps and
“chatter” there. The rate of chatter may be
anywhere from five to 100 times per second.
The angle the disk turns during this chatter
should be only a few degrees. Experiment
with the lighting to obtain the fastest chatter
rate. Passing your hand in front of the lamp
will cause the motor to run away. When
your hand is removed, the shaft will again
seek a position.

Use

It is wise to have a mechanical arrange-
ment using a slipclutch or a similar device to

POSITION OF A ~.__

LIGHT

DARK A

prevent mechanical or electrical damage if
the motor runs away. Such an accident
could result from a program problem or a
burnt out light source. Such an arrangement
also provides the facility for automatically
zeroing the position when power is first
applied to the circuit. The motor is driven in
one direction long enough to ensure that the
slipclutch is slipping, and then the LOAD
line is momentarily lowered to load the
counters with the known position. The
counters will then contain the correct ab-
solute position until power is turned off or
the slipclutch operates again.

To set the motor to a specific position,
perform the program in listing 1 (flowchart

POSITION OF A~___

POSITION OF B--

LIGHT

DARK B

e

Figure 5: Reason for decoding trailing edge of signals. A 30° oscillation of the disk between the
positions shown will create the above waveform. If the trailing edge was not decoded, the
counter would be decremented once for each oscillation and lose track of the correct position.



the electric pencil 11

The Electric Pencil II is a Character Oriented

Word Processing System. This means that text is
entered as a string of continuous characters and
is manipulated as such. This allows the user
enormous freedom and ease in the movement and
handling of text. Since line endings are never
delineated, any number of characters, words,
lines or paragraphs may be inserted or deleted
anywhere in the text. The entirety of the text
shifts and opens up or closes as needed in full

© 1978 Michael Shrayer

As text is typed in and the end of a screen
line is reached, a partially completed word is
shifted to the beginning of the following line.
Whenever text is inserted or deleted, existing
text is pushed down or pulled up in a wrap
around fashion. Everything appears on the video
display screen as it occurs which eliminates any
guesswork. Text may be reviewed at will by
variable speed scrolling both in the forward and
reverse directions. By using the search or the

view of the user. The typing of carriage returns
as well as word hyphenation is not required
since lines of text are formatted automatically.

search and replace function, any string of
characters may be located and/or replaced with
any other string of characters as desired.

When text is printed, The Electric Pencil II automatically inserts carriage returns where they
are needed. Numerous combinations of line length, page length, line spacing and page spacing allow
for any form to be handled. Character spacing, BOLD FACE, multicolumn as well as bidirectional
printing are included in the Diablo versions. Right justification gives right-hand margins that are
even. Pages may be numbered as well as titled. This entire page (excepting the large titles and
logo) was printed by the Diablo version of The Electric Pencil II in one pass.

Now on CP/'M

You've probably seen
The Electric Pencil in
action by now. It's the
most powerful 8080/Z80

NEW FEATURES: !!! CP/M Compatible !!! Disk Operating System
Supports Four Disk Drives !!! Simple File Management !!! Quick and Easy
Disk Storage and Retrieval !!! Dynamic Print Formatting !!! Multicolumn
Printing !!! Print Value Chaining !!! Page-at-a-time Scrolling !!! New
Bidirectional Multispeed Scrolling Controls !!! New Subsystem with
Print Value Scoreboard !!! Automatic Word and Record Number Tally !!!
Cassette Backup Capability !!! Full Margin Control !!! End-of-Page

character oriented word Control !!! Non-Printing Text Commenting !!! Line and Paragraph
processor on the market Indentation !!! Centering !!! Underlining !!! BOLD FACE !!!

today. Michael Shrayer is

now proud to present the W I D E S CREEN VI DEUO !11!

new Electric Pencil II. Available to Imsai VIO video users for a huge 80x24 character screen !!

HAVE WE GOT A VERSION FOR YOU ?

The Electric Pencil II operates with any B080/Z80 based microcomputer that supports a CP/M disk
system and uses a Imsai VIO, Processor Technology VDM-1, Polymorphic VTI, Solid State Music VB-1B,
Vector Graphic Flashwriter or any similar memory mapped video interface. Specify when using CP/M
that has been modified for Micropolis or North Star disk systems as follows: For North Star add
suffix A to version number, for Micropolis add suffix B to version number, e.g. SS-IIA, DV-IIB.

vers. Video Printer Price
S5-I SOL TTY or similar $225.
SP-11 VII  TTY or similar $225. m MICHAEL SHRAYER SOFTMARE
SV-II VDM TTY or similar $225. 1253 Vista Superba Drive
SI-1I VIO TTY or similar $250. Glendale, CA 91205
DS-II SOL Diablo 1610/20 $275. ss (213) 956-1593
DP-1I VTI Diablo 1610/20 $275.
DV-1II VDM Diablo 1610/20 $275.
DI-II VIO Diablo 1610/20 $300.
The Electric Pencil I is still available for non CP/M users:
- Vers. Video Printer Cassette Disk Drive Price
coming
Ss SOL TTY or similar CuTs o $100.
attractions sSpP VTI TTY or similar Tarbell - $100.
- sV VDM TTY or similar Tarbell -_— $100.
Sort & Merge Utility !!! SSN SOL TTY or similar CuTS North Star $125.
SPN VTI TTY or similar Tarbell North Star $125.
The NEC printer package !!! SVN VDM TTY or similar Tarbell North Star $125.
" DS SOL Diablo 1610/20 CUTS — $150.
The HELIOS Electric Pencil !!! DP VTI Diablo 1610/20 Tarbell -— $150.
. ; . DV VDM Diablo 1610/20 Tarbell - $150.
Pencil to CP/M file conversion !!! SOL Diablo 1610/20 CuTS North Star $175.
DPN VTI Diablo 1610/20  Tarbell North Star $175.
CP/M to Pencil file conversion !!! DVN VDM Diablo 1610/20 Tarbell North Star $175.

Demand a demo from your dealer!
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Figure 6: Schematic dia-
gram for the encoder cir-
cuit. The data input lines
should be wired to the
state corresponding to the
desired initial position of
the motor. The dotted in
capacitors may be required
to obtain sufficiently wide
clock pulses for the up
and down counters.
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in figure 7) at least twenty times per second.
On an 8 bit machine, reading a 16 bit real
time quantity poses a problem. If one byte
is read and then the other, there is a real
possibility that the 16 bit input may have
changed between the two operations.
Therefore the position is read twice and
checked for agreement before proceeding.
With a 16 bit machine, only a single input
operation need be performed.

The motor will race at top speed toward
the desired setting. When it goes past the
setting, it will turn around and race back,
again overshooting. After a couple of quick
oscillations, the desired position will have
been reached and the motor will shut off.
A better algorithm could be devised by
estimating the speed of the motor and
anticipating the overshoot, causing the
motor to approach zero speed very close to
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Design of
Digital Systems

Design of Digital Ssrems - 8ix volumes

The products of digital electronics techno-
logy will play an important role in your
future. Calculators, digital watches and TV
games are already commonplace. Now,
microprocessors are generating a whole new
range of products. Personal computers will
be in widespread use very soon. Your TV,
telephone and computer will combine to
change your children’s education, your job—
your entire way of life.

WRITTEN BY EXPERTS

These courses were written by experts in
electronics and learning systems so that you
could teach yourself the theory and appli-
cation of digital logic. Learning by self-
instruction has the advantages of being
faster and more thorough than classroom
learning. You work at your own pace and
respond by answering questions on each new
piece of information before proceeding.

After completing these courses you will
have broadened your career prospects as well
as your understanding of the rapidly chang-
ing technological world around you.

The courses are designed as much for the
professional engineer as for the amateur
enthusiast., You'll learn about microprocess-
ing as well as personal computing — not to
mention all the other aspects of digital
electronics design.

ADVANCED COURSE
DESIGN OF DIGITAL SYSTEMS

Design of Digital Systems is written for the
engineer and serious hobbyist who wants to
learn more about digital electronics. Its six
large-format volumes—each 11%" x 84" are
packed with information, diagrams and
questions designed to lead you step by step
through number systems and Boolean algebra
to memories, counters and simple arithmetic
circuits,and finally to a complete understand-
ing of the design and operation of micro-
processors and computers.

CONTENTS

The contents of Design of Digital Systems
include:

Book 1: Octal, hexadecimal and binary
number systems; representation of negative
numbers; complementary systems; binary
mulitplication and division.

Book 2: OR and AND functions; logic
gates; NOT, exclusive-OR, NAND,NOR and
exclusive - NOR functions; multiple input
gates; truth tables; DeMorgan’s Laws; canon-
ical forms; logic conventions; Karnaugh map-
ping; three-state and wired logic.

Also available at lsading computer stores:
pr Mart of New York, 118 Madis
Erie Computer Ca,, 1253 West Bih St | E

ve New York, NY

and many others. Ask your dealer

Book 3: Half adders and full adders; sub-
tractors; serial and parallel adders; processors
and arithmetic logic units (ALUs); multi-
plication and division systems.

Book 4: Flip-flops; shift registers; asynch-
ronous counters; ring, Johnson and exclusive
-OR feedback counter; random access mem-
ories (RAMs); read-only memories (ROMs).

Book 5: Structure of calculators; keyboard
encoding; decoding display data; register
systems; control unit; program ROM; address
decoding; instruction sets; instruction decod-
ing; control program structure.

Book 6: Central processing unit (CPU);

memaory organization; character represen-
tation; program storage; address modes;
input/output systems; program interrupts;

interrupt priorities; programming; assemblers;
executive programs, operating systems, and
time-sharing.

BASIC COURSE

Digital Computer Logic & Electronics

CONTENTS

Digital Computer Logi: and Electronics is
designed for the beginner. No mathmetical
knowledge other than simple arithmetic is
assumed, though you should have an aptitude
for logical thought. It consists of 4 volumes—
each 11%"” x B%'—and serves as an intro-
duction to the subject of digital electronics.

Contents include: Binary, octal and decimal
number systems; conversion between number
systems; AND, OR, NOR and NAND gates
and inverters; Boolean algebra and truth
tables; DeMorgan’'s Laws; design of logical
circuits using NOR gates; R-S and J-K flip-
flops; binary counters, shift registers and
half-adders.

Personal Computers
E & Microprocessing
Here are two inexpensive programmed

learning courses designed to keep
you up-to-date in digital electronics.

NO RISK GUARANTEE
There's absolutely no risk to you. If you're
not completely satisfied with your courses,
simply return them to GFN within 30 days.
We'll send you a prompt, full refund, Plus
return postage.
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

In most cases, the full cost of GFN’'s
courses can be a tax deductible expense.

HOW TO ORDER

To order by credit card, call GFN's toll-
free number — (800)331-1000; or send your
check or money order (payable to GFN
Industries, Inc.) to the address below.

Prices include overseas surface mail post-
age. Air Mail: additional costs (10 volumes);
Caribbean $10; Europe $15; Africa, South
America $20; Australia, Asia $25; or write
for exact quote

Write for educational discounts, quantity
discounts and dealer costs.

LOW PRICES — SAVE $5

We ship promptly from stock. There are
no extras—we pay all shipping costs; we even
pay your sales tax where required. And if
you order both courses, you save $5. Order
at no obilgation today.

Design of Digital Systems ........ $19.95
- 6 volumes

Digital Computer Logic .......... $£14.95
& Electronics - 4 volumes

Both courses - 10 volumes ....... $29.90

GFN Industries, Inc.
Suite 400-B

888 Seventh Ave.
New York

N.Y. 10019

Call TOLL-FREE (800)331-1000
(orders only)
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Octal
Address

001
001

001

001
001

001
001
001

001
001
001

001
001

001
001
001

001

001
001
001
001

001
001

001
001

001

Listing 1:

000
002

004

005
006

007
010
011

012
015
016

017
022

023
026
031

032

033
034
037
042

044
047

051
054

056

Operation
Codes Mnemonic Commentary

066 aaa LLI aaa set memory address

056 bbb LHI bbb registers to location
of high byte of
desired position

101 READ INP O get low byte of
current position

310 LBA save in B register

107 INP 3 get high byte of
current position

320 LCA save in C register

101 INP O read low byte again

2N CPB compare to previous
read

110 004 001 JFZ READ re-read if not same

107 INP 3 read high byte again

272 CPC compare to previous
read

110 004 001 JFZ READ re-read if not same

277 CPM compare high byte
with desired high byte

140 047 001 JTC LOW  jump if less

110 054 001 JFZ HIGH jump if greater

301 LAB high byte equal-recall
low byte to A

061 DCL decrement address
registers to point to
low byte of desired
position

277 CPM compare low byte to
desired low byte

140 047 001 JTC LOW  jump if less

110 054 001 JFZ HIGH jump if greater

006 000 LAI O equal, set A for
DIRand GO =0

104 056 001 JMP OUT  go output DIR & GO

006 002 LOW LAl 2 position low — set
GO=1,DIR=0

104 056 001 JMP OUT  go output GO & DIR

006 003 HIGH LAl 3 position high — set
GO=1,DIR=1

127 OoUT OUT3 output GO and DIR

Intel 8008 program for motor control. This segment
of code should be executed at least 20 times per second. The
desired position is in location bbb-aaa (high byte) and the next
previous location (low byte). The two locations must be on the
same page. Input port 0 is the low byte of the counter and port
3 is the high byte. Output port 0 has DIR in its least significant
bit and GO in the next bit.

July 1978 @ BYTE Publications Inc

Figure 7: Program flow-
chart. Variables DU and
DL hold the upper and
lower bytes of the de-
sired position. This pro-

the desired position. Such a scheme would
reduce the settling time of the system to a
minimum.

Modifications

For those purists who insist on doing
everything in software, the Schmitt trigger
outputs may be tied directly to two com-
puter input lines, or even interrupt lines, and
the decoding and counting may be done in
the computer. For those other purists who
prefer not to tie their machine up with
repetitive loops such as the one in figure 7,
this positioning scheme may be implemented
in hardware by installing four 4 bit compara-
tors on the counter outputs. Cascade the
comparators together and connect two
output ports from a computer to the other
comparator inputs. Invert the ‘‘equal”
comparator output and connect it to GO.
Connect the “greater than” comparator
output to DIR. If the motor runs away
connect the “less than"” comparator output
to DIR. Now the computer outputs 16 bit
position values and the circuit positions the
motor to follow the computer output.m

l BEGIN i

INPUT LOWER
BYTE OF COUNTER
INTO LI

INPUT UPPER
BYTE OF COUNTER
INTO i

[

INPUT LOWER
BYTE OF COUNTER
INTO L2

l

INPUT UPPER
BYTE OF COUNTER
INTO U2

gram must be executed at
least 20 times per second.
If the motor runs away,

complement the DIR bit
outputs. Do not attempt

to reach positions closer

than 50 turns to 0 or DiRs0

OUTPUT GO=1

OUTPUT
GO=0.

OUTPUT GO=i
DIR=|

65535 with this algorithm
because of the counter

overflow which occurs.



THE 1st FULL DAY INDUSTRY TRADE SHOW AUG. 24th

. Personal LARGEST SHOW EVER HELD!

300 BOOTHS

€ Computing IS

DEALERS — RETAILERS
78 INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES
EXHIBITOR GUESTS
PHILADELPHIA

Personal Computing and Small Business Computer Show

PHILADELPHIA CIVIC CENTER it 227, 1975

® A Full Day To See Your Suppliers, Dealers, Distributors
R FO“ ® New Products and New Manufacturers
E ® Plus Three Additional Days
PR ® Aug. 25th-27th, Personal Computing Show

‘ | BE A SPEAKER
- 7 AT ONE OF THE SEMINARS

BEING PLANNED FOR

DEALERS AND RETAILERS
AT OUR
PERSONAL COMPUTING COLLEGE ™

PRE REGISTRATION INCLUDES:

@ Distinctive Badge for Admission to Aug. 24th Trade Show
@ Special Seminars and Meetings

@ Admission to Personal Computing Show Aug. 25th-27th
@ Hotel and Philadelphia Information Package

@ Newsletter See our ad on page 151.
| [ Send_Dealer-Retailer COMPANY NAME I
: Registrations at $15.00 each NAME :
| D Send Exhibitor Information STREET |
| Amount Enclosed s ___ CITY STATE ZIP |
I PHONE __ |
I Please include your business card Send To: '
: or Letterhead. PERSONAL COMPUTING Inc. :
| Rt. 1 Box 242 @ Mays Landing, N. J. 08330 ® 609—653-1188 BYTE |
B o o o ————— — — —— —————— . S S S S ——— =

Circle 302 on inquiry card. BYTE July 1978 81




-

Just
Arrived!

Microprocessor Lexicon, Acronyms
and Definitions by SYBEX. 110 pp. This
little book is a necessity to anyone who
wants an explanation of those hard-to-
fathom acronyms and other micro terms.
Included are sections on signals in the
main standards, functions of essential
chips, and more. At 4%" x 5% it can be
pocketed easily. For only $2.95 every
microcomputerphile should have a copy.

Not Just a Good Buy But An Investment

Books to Make the Summer

____The Cheap Video Cookbook, the latest in Don Lancaster’s series of hardware books,
continues where the TV Typewriter Cookbook leaves off. New, inexpensive video display
circuits (and the software to drive them) are described. The designs allow a variety of alpha-
numeric and graphics formats to be implemented, including high resolution graphics. The
circuits are designed for use on 6500 or 6800 systems, but can be adapted to other proces-
sors. Chapters also cover methods for displaying memory contents and a description of
transparency techniques. 256 pp. $5.95.

BASIC: A Hands-on Method by Herbert D Peckham is a light-hearted but thorough
self-study course in BASIC, designed for people new to the subject. The introduction
defines what BASIC is, gives some background on its origins, and tells you how to get
started. Chapters cover: computer arithmetic and program management; input, output
and simple applications; decisions and branching; looping; working with collections of
numbers; subroutines; and more. Although the book is oriented towards the implementation
of BASIC on time sharing terminals, the ideas and techniques are applicable to the personal
computer. 244 pp. $7.95.

The 8080 Programmer's Pocket
Guide written by Scelbi Computer
Consulting Inc is a handy 3" x 4’ com-
pendium of 8080 facts. Included are
detailed descriptions of the 8080 in-
struction set, information about an 8080
paper tape loader program, and an in-
struction set summary and index. 8080
programmers will want a copy of this
useful book. 130 pp. Only $2.95.

\
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Computer Science: A First Course, Second Edition, by Forsythe, Keenan, Organick,
and Stenberg. Over 760 pp. $18.25 hardcover.

— Computer Science: Projects and Study Problems by A | Forsythe, E | Organick, and
R C Plummer. This companion text to Computer Science: A First Course is a series of work
problems designed to intrigue the reader. Problems include plotting graphs, simultaneous
equations, the eight queens problem, designing a perceptron (a machine that learns), as well
as a series of problems specifically designed to complement the chapters of Computer
Science: A First Course. 292 pp. $9.75.

Computer Science: Programming in FORTRAN IV by A | Forsythe, R M Aiken,
C E Hughes, and E | Organick. This supplement to Computer Science: A First Course,
Second Edition, shows how to turn flowcharts into equivalent FORTRAN programs. Fea-
tures include chapters on FORTRAN 10 statements, assignment statements, rounding,
formatting, subroutines, practical applications, etc. The advent of FORTRAN software
packages for small systems makes this a timely addition to the literature. 210 pp. $5.25.

The TTL Data Book for Design Engineers, Second Edition, by Texas Instruments is a
current source of information on the design specifications and characteristics of the Texas
Instruments 7400 series of devices. In it you'll find a complete section of 7400 series pinout
diagrams at the front, plus the usual detailed descriptive information on the more compli-
cated circuits. How do you find out what a 74412 does? Turn to its pinout diagram on page
5-74, then vector to the detail information on page 7-502 where you discover that it's Texas
Instruments’ version of the Intel 8212 part. 828 pp. Only $4.95 hardcover.

Supplement to the TTL Data Book for Design Engineers, Second Edition, by Texas
Instruments. As the name implies, this supplement brings your Texas Instruments TTL
Data Book up to date with the latest information about new TTL devices. The 56-page
book includes information about synchronous counters, function generators, and many
other devices. $1.25.

I'S_’_"'The Microcomputer Bookstore

82

BYTE July 1978



Last All Year Long

BASIC with Business Applications by Richard W Lott focuses on the BASIC language B“Siness

and its application to specific business problems. The book is divided into two sections. Part
one introduces the BASIC language and the concept of logical flowcharting. Part two pre-
sents problems and possible solutions. Topics include: interest rate calculation, break-even
analysis, loan rates, and depreciation. Exercises at the end of each chapter give a greater un-
derstanding of BASIC by actual programming. This book is a great aid to the beginner want-
ing to learn BASIC without having a technical or scientific background. 284 pp. $10.50.

Financial Analysis and Business Decisions on the Pocket Calculator by Jon M Smith is
designed to aid the experimenter in performing applied analysis. It gives a variety of numeri-
cal techniques, approximations, tables, graphs, and flowcharts for calculations. All methods
have been optimized for the pocket calculator, and the book stresses the use of the business-
type calculator having the usual complement of business functions. Topics include: calcu-
lating present and future values, consumer finances, real estate calculations, business statis-
tics, and systems analysis. 317 pp. An invaluable source tool at $14.95 hardcover.

Charging for Computer Services by D Bernard, J C Emery, R L Nolan, and R H Scott
is written for managers who must deal with service charges. This book provides the manager
with principles and guidelines for a better understanding of the charge problem. The book
provides general design principles along with specific suggestions to deal with specific prob-
lem areas. Charging for Computer Services is a necessary book for the manager who must
make decisions in this vital area. 120 pp. $10.00 hardcover.

Introduction to Artificial Intelligence by Philip C Jackson Jr surveys the field be-

ginning with Turing's test, the mathematical description of phenomena, finite state ma-

A I chines and limits to computational ability, followed by chapters on problem solving, game
L ] L ]

playing, pattern perception, theorem proving, semantic information processing, parallel
processing, evolutionary systems, robots, and a look at the future of the field. This thought-
ful and unusual book will make a useful addition to your library. A 50-page bibliography is
included. 453 pp. $18.50 hardcover.

Just Out!

How to Build a Computer-controlled Robot by Tod Loofbourrow. This book combines
the dream of robotics—to create an intelligence other than human—with the reality, by pro-
viding both hands-on experience with robotics and an application of a microprocessor. You
can learn the fundamentals while utilizing the ultimate in current hobby computer technol-
ogy. This book details the step-by-step directions for building a robot, named ““Mike,"” con-
trolled by a KIM-1 microprocessor, with the complete control programs clearly written out.
Photographs, diagrams, and tables help to direct you in the construction. $7.95.

DIAL YOUR BANK CARD ORDERS ON OUR TOLL-FREE HOT LINE: 1-800-258-5477.

BIIS:

The Microcomputer Bookstore ...
25 Route 101 West

Peterborough, NH 03458 City. State Zip
D My check enclosed: Signature
Check #: Total
Amount: Number of books
. |:| My card # : Postage $.75/book or

$1.00 outside U.S.

I Expires:
Grand Total
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A Short History of Computing

Keith S Reid-Green

Director, Software Systems Development
Educational Testing Service

Princeton NJ 08540
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A few weeks ago a master’s degree candi-
date in computer science confided, with an
embarrassed laugh, that he had never seen a
computer. His experience with the machines
of his chosen vocation had consisted entirely
of submitting punched cards through a hole
in a wall and later getting printed results the
same way. While his opportunities to see
equipment are restricted due to his student
status, there are also thousands of working
programmers and analysts using large scale
equipment who have no contact with
existing hardware and will never have a
chance to see any first or second generation
computers in operation.

This is in sharp contrast with the way
programmers worked in the late 1950s and
early 1960s. Before 1964, when multipro-
gramming computers were introduced, the
typical programmer had opportunities to
come in contact with the computer if he or
she wanted to do so. Prior to 1960, in fact,
most programmers actually operated the
machine when debugging their programs.
These people learned of the computer as a
physical device; the current programmer is
more likely to think of it as a vague logical
entity at the other end of a terminal. Thus,
many large system programmers have the
rare distinction of using a tool without
knowing how it works or what it looks like.
This is in spite of the fact that many im-
portant computer developments have

Photo 1: A Chinese abacus.
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Photo 2: Pascal’s adding machine. Note that the rightmost dial has 12 positions and its neighbor has 20. The machine was in-
tended for calculations involving the French currency of the period.

occurred within the average programmer’s
lifetime.

However, in the past year or two, dra-
matic reductions in the cost of minicom-
puter components and the advent of the
microcomputer have returned the hands-on
computer to respectability in two ways.
First, it is now possible to justify hands-on
debugging on a small computer, since the
hourly rate of the programmer is higher
than that of the machine. Second, the
decreasing cost of home computing has
fostered the birth of a new class of “renais-
sance programmers’’: people who combine
programming expertise with hardware know-
ledge and aren’t afraid to admit it. Renais-
sance programmers can learn much from the
lessons of computer history; simple and
inelegant hardware isn't necessarily best,
but it's frequently cheapest.

In short, the stored program computer
became a necessary tool only recently, even
though various mechanical aids to compu-
tation have been in existence for centuries.

One of the first such aids was the abacus,
the invention of which is claimed by the
Chinese. It was known in Egypt as early as
460 BC. The Chinese version of the abacus
(as shown in photo 1) consists of a frame
strung with wires containing seven beads
each. Part of the frame separates the top-
most two beads from the lower five. The
right-hand wire represents units, the next
tens, the next hundreds, and so on. The
operator slides the beads to perform addi-
tion and subtraction and reads the resulting
sum from the final position of the beads.
The principle of the abacus became known
to Roman and early European traders, who
adopted it in a form in which stones (called
by the Latin calculi, hence the word “‘calcu-
late”) are moved around in grooves on a flat
board.

The use of precision instruments dates
back to the Alexandrian astronomers. Like
the mathematics of the period, however, the
development of scientific instruments died
away with the demise of the Alexandrian
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school. The Arabs renewed interest in
astronomy in the period between 800 and
1500 AD, and it was during this time that
the first specialists in instrument making
appeared. The center of instrument making
shifted to Nuremberg, beginning about
1400. By the middle of the 16th Century,
precise engraving on brass was well advanced
due in part to the interest in book printing.

Calendrical calculators used for deter-
mining the moon’s phases and the positions
of the planets crop up in all the major
periods of scientific thought in the past two
thousand years. Parts of a Greek machine
about 1800 years old, apparently used to
simulate the motions of the planets, were
found in 1902 in the remains of a ship off
the island of Antikythera. The gears of the
machine indicate amazing technical ability
and knowledge. Later calendrical calculators,
which were usually of the type in which two
or more flat disks were rotated about the
same axis, came to include a means of telling
time at night by visually aligning part of the
Big Dipper with the pole star.

Trigonometric calculators, working on a
graphical principle, were in use in the Arabic
period. Such calculators were used mainly
to determine triangular relationships in
surveying. The popularity of this device was
renewed in 14th Century Europe; in fact,
calculating aids of all kinds grew rapidly in
popularity as well as in scope from this time
onward, largely due to the difficulty of the
current arithmetic techniques. Napier was
continually seeking ways to improve com-
putational methods through his inventions.
One such invention, “Napier’s bones," con-
sisted of a number of flat sticks similar to
the kind now used in ice cream bars. Each
stick was marked off into squares containing
numbers. To perform calculations, the user
manipulated the sticks up and down in a
manner reminiscent of the abacus. Of parti-
cular interest is the fact that Napier's inven-
tion was used for general calculation at a
time when many other devices were used for
the specific determination of one measure-
ment, such as the volume of liquid in a
partly full barrel, or the range of an artillery
shot.

Pascal invented and built what is often
called the first real calculating machine in
1642 (shown in photo 2). The machine
consisted of a set of geared wheels arranged
so that a complete revolution of any wheel
rotated the wheel to its left one tenth of a
revolution. Digits were inscribed on the side
of each wheel. Additions and subtractions
could be performed by the rotation of the
wheels; this was done with the aid of a
stylus. Pascal’s calculator design is still

widely seen in the form of inexpensive
plastic versions found in variety stores.

In 1671 Leibniz invented a machine
capable of multiplication and division, but
it is said to have been prone to inaccuracies.

The work of Pascal, Leibniz, and other
pioneers of mechanical calculation was
greatly facilitated by the knowledge of gears
and escapements gained through advances in
the clock. In the 13th Century, a clock was
devised for Alfonso X of Spain which used a
falling weight to turn a dial. The weight was
regulated by a cylindrical container divided
into partitions and partly filled with mer-
cury. The mercury flowed slowly through
small holes in the partitions as the cylinder
rotated; this tended to counterbalance the
weight. By the 15th Century, the recoil of a
spring regulated by an escapement had made
its appearance as a source of motive power.
Gear trains of increasing complexity and
ingenuity were invented. Clocks could now
strike on the hours, have minute and second
hands (at first on separate dials), and record
calendrical and astronomical events. Gears
opened the door to wonderful automata and
gadgets such as the Strasbourg clock of
1354. This device included a mechanical
rooster which flapped its wings, stretched
its metal feathers, opened its beak and
crowed every day at noon. Later, important
improvements in timekeeping included
Galileo's invention of the pendulum; and the
accurate driving of a clock without weights
or pendulum which led to the portable
watch.

Although mechanical and machine shop
techniques still had a long way to go (con-
sider the 19th Century machinist’s inability
to fit a piston tightly into a cylinder), the
importance of mechanical inventions as aids
to computation was overshadowed by
electrical discoveries beginning with the
invention of the battery by Volta in 1800.

During the 1700s, much experimental
work had been done with static electricity.
The so-called electrical machine underwent a
number of improvements. Other electrical
inventions like the Leyden jar appeared, but
all were based on static electricity which
releases very little energy in a very specta-
cular way. In 1820, following Volta’s dis-
covery, Oersted recognized the principle
of electromagnetism that allowed Faraday to
complete the work leading to the dynamo,
and eventually to the electric motor. It was
not until 1873, however, that Gramme
demonstrated a commercially practicable
direct current motor in Vienna. Alternating
current (AC) was shown to be the most
feasible type of electric power for distri-
bution, and subsequently the AC motor was



— Chess Skill in Man and Ma-
chine edited by Peter W Frey.
This is a most challenging book,
concerning itself with the when,
how, and why of computer chess.
217 pp. $14.80 hardcover.

Game Playing with Com-
puters by Donald D Spencer.
Read this book for an introduc-
tion to numerous recreational
uses of the computer. Topics in-
clude mathematical problems, ca-
sino games, board games, unusual
gambling games, and logic games.
Many BASIC language programs
and listings are included to show
details. 312 pp. $16.95 hardcover.

What to do After You Hit
Return or PCC's First Book of
Computer Games. This is PCC's
first book of computer games, a
compendium of computer games,
including listings of 37 selected
BASIC games. 170 pp. $8.00.

BASIC Computer Games:
Microcomputer Edition edited by
David H Ahl. Here are 102 classic
computer games, every one in
standard microcomputer BASIC;
every one complete with large leg-
ible listing, sample run and des-
criptive notes. All the classics are
here: Super Star Trek, Football,
Blackjack, Lunar Lander, Tic Tac
Toe, Nim, Life and Horserace.
This revision of 101 BASIC Com-
puter Games is a must even if you
own the original. 185 pp. $7.50.

The Best of Creative Com-
puting Volume I.
The Best of Creative Com-
puting Volume Il

Culled from the pages of
Creative Computing Magazine,
these two volumes provide fic-
tion, fun, foolishness, and plenty
of nuts and bolts commentary
and programming information for
anyone curious or serious about
the wonderful world of personal
computing. $8.95 per volume.
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GAMES

OMPUTERS

For your convenience in ordering, please use this page plus the order
form on page 83. You may photocopy this page if you wish to keep
your BYTE intact.

Just Arrived:

— Chess and Computers by
David Levy. If you enjoy playing
chess, then you will thoroughly
enjoy Chess and Computers. This
145-page book is loaded with
chess games played by and with
computers. When you settle down
with this book, it would be a
good idea to set up your chess
board and play the games. Half
the enjoyment is found in playing
along, duplicating the moves,
reading the comments by the au-
thor and adding your own com-
ments. $8.95.

Game Playing With BASIC
by Donald D Spencer lets you en-
joy the challenge of competing
with your own computer. Games
described include: 3D Tic Tac
Toe, Nim, Roulette, Slot Ma-
chines, Magic Squares, Keno,
Morra, Baccarat, Knight's Magic
Tour, and many others. The style
is nontechnical, and each section
gives complete rules for the game,
how it works, illustrative flow-
charts, and example outputs for
each program. The last chapter
contains 26 games for reader solu-
tion, including Hexapawn and
Poker Dice. 166 pp. $6.95.

— 57 Practical Programs and
Games in BASIC by Ken Tracton
is just that: a collection of practi-
cal BASIC applications programs
for experimenters, students and
professionals. In addition to the
more conventional programs,
there are several unusual ones
(Hydrocarbon Combustion, Inter-
active Growth Patterns, Vector
Cross Product, and Pi-Network
Impedance Matching, to name a
few). The book includes many
flowcharts and diagrams to aug-
ment the text and programs.
204 pp. $7.95.

CALL BANK CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE 1-800-258-5477.

BI'S“’The Microcomputer Bookstore

25 Route 101 West, Peterborough NH 03458
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Photo 3: The [acquard loom, one of the first machines to use holes punched in cards to control its actions.
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invented in 1888 by Tesla. The value of elec-
tric power for transportation was quickly
recognized and employed in tramways and
electric railways. This led to improvements
in methods for controlling electricity. Elec-
tric lighting methods sprang up like weeds
during the latter half of the 19th Century.
The most successful were due to the efforts
of Swan in England and Edison in the
United States. Work on electric lighting, the
telegraph and the telephone led to the
wonder of the age: radio. In 1895, Marconi
transmitted a radio message over a distance
of one mile, and six years later from England
to Newfoundland.

As a consequence of the rapid growth of
interest in the radio, much work was done
on the vacuum tube. Lee de Forest dis-
covered the principle of the triode in 1907.
Until the development of the transistor, the
vacuum tube was the most important device
in computer technology due to its ability to
respond to changes in electrical voltage in
extremely short periods of time. The
cathode ray tube, invented by William
Crookes, was used in computers for a few
years prior to 1960. It faded temporarily
from view but returned in 1964 due to
advances in technology that improved its
economic feasibility as well as its value as
a display tool. In 1948 Bardeen, Brattain
and Shockley developed the transistor,
which began to replace the vacuum tube in
computers in 1959. The transistor has many
advantages over the vacuum tube as a com-
puter component: it lasts much longer,
generates much less heat, and takes up less
space. It therefore replaced the vacuum
tube, only to fall prey in turn to micro-
miniaturization. Of course, the transistor
principle didn’t go away, but the little
flying saucers with three wires coming out
of their bases did.

Oddly enough, one of the most funda-
mental devices in the early history of com-
puting predates the electronic computer by
more than two hundred years. The punched
card was first used to control patterns woven
by the automatic loom. Although Jacquard
is commonly thought to have originated the
use of cards, it was actually done first by
Falcon in 1728. Falcon's cards, which were
connected together like a roll of postage
stamps, were used by Jacquard to control
the first fully automatic loom in France,
and later appeared in Great Britain about
1810 (see photo 3). At about the same time,
Charles Babbage began to devote his
thinking to the development of computing
machinery. Babbage’s first machine, the
Difference Engine, shown in photo 4, was
completed in 1822 and was used in the

computation of tables. His attempts to
build a larger Difference Engine were un-
successful, even though he spent £23,000
on the project (£6,000 of his own, and
£17,000 of the government’s).

In 1833 Babbage began a project that was
to be his life's work and his supreme frus-
tration: the Analytical Engine. This machine
was manifestly similar in theory to modern
computers, but in fact was never completed.
During the forty years devoted to the
project, many excellent engineering drawings
were made of parts of the Analytical Engine,
and some parts of the machine were actually
completed at the expense of Babbage’s
considerable personal fortune. The machine,
which was to derive its motive power from
a steam engine, was to use punched cards
to direct its activities. The Engine was to
include the capability of retaining and dis-
playing upon demand any of its 1000 fifty-
digit numbers (the first suggestion that a
computing machine should have a memory)
and was to be capable of changing its course
of action depending on calculated results.
Unfortunately for Babbage, his theories

‘.

- o

S e b, —
e — T
r =

§ 4
=

*

o

AT

T | | | e || S
e — S —————

e

i—ﬁ:‘ :
1| B S | | o
B T V- S—. R—

=
v | E— ot
r ™

)

s I|I| ,

Photo 4: The Babbage Difference Engine.
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Photo 5: The first use of
punched cards for data
processing, Hollerith’s card
sorter dramatically re-
duced the time required
to process data collected
in the 1890 census.
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were years ahead of existing engineering
technology, but he contributed to posterity
the idea that punched cards could be used as
inputs to computers.

Herman Hollerith put punched cards to
use in 1890 in his electric accounting
machines, which were not computers, but
machines designed to sort and collate cards
according to the positions of holes punched
in the cards (see photo 5). Hollerith’s
machines were put to effective use in the
United States census of 1890.

In 1911, the Computing-Tabulating-Re-
cording Company was formed, which
changed its name to International Business
Machines in 1924. In the period between
1932 and 1945 many advances were made in
electric accounting machines, culminating
in 1946 with IBM’s announcement of the
IBM 602 and 603 electronic calculators,
which were capable of performing arithmetic
on data punched onto a card and of punch-
ing the result onto the same card. It was
Remington Rand, however, who announced
the first commercially available electronic

data processing machine, the Univac I, the
first of which was delivered to the US
Census Bureau in 1950. In 1963, just thir-
teen years after the beginning of the com-
puter business, computer rental costs in the
United States exceeded a billion dollars.

Univac | was not the first computer, even
though it was the first to be offered for sale.
Several one of a kind computers were built
in the period between 1944 and 1950 partly
as a result of the war. In 1939 work was
begun by IBM on the Automatic Sequence
Controlled Calculator, Mark |, which was
completed in 1944 and used at Harvard
University (see photo 6). Relays were
used to retain numbers; since relays are
electromechanical and have parts that
actually move, they are very slow by modern
standards.

In 1943, Eckert, Mauchly and Goldstine
started to build the ENIAC (Electronic
Numerical Integrator and Calculator), which
became the first electronic computer using
vacuum tubes instead of relays (see photo
7). The next year John von Neumann



became interested in ENIAC and by 1946
had recognized a fundamental flaw in its
design. In ‘“‘Preliminary Discussion of the
Logical Design of an Electronic Computing
Instrument,” von Neumann pointed out
the advantages of using the computer’s
memory to store not only data but the
program itself. Machines without stored
program capabilities were limited in scope,
since they had to be partly rewired in order
to solve a new problem (as was the case with
ENIAC). This process sometimes took days
during which time the machine could not be
used. If rewiring of such machines was to be
avoided, instructions had to be entered and
executed one at a time, which greatly
limited the machine’s decision making capa-
bilities. Machines with stored program capa-
bilities automatically store not only numeric
data but also the program (which looks like
numbers and can be treated like numbers) in
memory. In short, stored program instruc-
tions can be used to modify other instruc-
tions, a concept that leads to programs
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which can modify themselves. It is the von
Neumann stored program concept which is
universally used in modern computers from
the smallest microcomputer to the largest
number crunchers.

The growth of the missile industry in
the 1950s greatly stimulated the progress of
computers used for scientific work. The
nature of missile data handling at that time
was such that work loads were very high
during the week or so after a firing and
virtually nonexistent in between. Computers
were too expensive to leave idle, which led
managers to look for other work for the
machines. Business data processing grew
from these roots to its present status,
accounting for the lion’s share of machine
usage today.

The latter part of 1959 saw the arrival of
the transistorized computer. As a conse-
quence of this innovation, air conditioning
and power requirements for computers
were reduced. Several new computers in
that year were announced by IBM, Control
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Photo 6: |IBM's Automatic
Sequence Controlled Cal-
culator (ASCC), the Mark
I, built at Harvard be-
tween 1939 and 1944.




Photo 7: In 1943, Eckert,
Mauchly, and Goldstine
started to build the
ENIAC, Electronic Numer-
ical Integrator and Calcu-
lator, which became the
first electronic computer
to use vacuum tubes in-
stead of electromechan-
ical switches.

Data Corporation, General Electric, and
other manufacturers. Among the [BM
announcements were the 7070 general
purpose computer; the 7090, a high speed
computer designed for a predominance of
scientific work; the 1401, a relatively inex-
pensive computer aimed at the medium
sized business and the 1620, a low priced
scientifically oriented computer. The fan-
tastic growth of the computer field con-
tinued through 1961 and 1962 with the
announcement of more than 20 new
machines each year. In 1963, continuing
the family line from the grandfather 704
(as shown in photo 8), the IBM 7040 was
announced. This machine embodied many
of the features of the 7090 at a reduced
cost. In the same vyear at least 23 other
computers were announced by several
different manufacturers. In 1964, IBM
announced the 7010, an enlarged and

Photo 8: The IBM 704 had a core memory capacity of 32 K words with 36 bits per word. Although a card reader, punch, printer,
magnetic tape drives and drums and a video display were available as peripherals, the concept of simultaneous 10 and processing
was not yet developed.
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OSBORNE & ASSOCIATES, INC.

The World Leaders In Microprocessor Books

If you want information on microprocessors, begin with
the Osborne books.

* New prices apply to orders
postmarked after June 30, 1978

PROGRAM BOOKS WRITTEN IN BASIC

Payroll With Cost Accounting

Accounts Payable And Accounts
Receivable

General Ledger

These books may be used independently, or
implemented together as a complete ac-
counting system. Each contains program
listings, user's manual and thorough docu-
mentation. Written in an extended version
of BASIC.

#22002 (400 pages), #23002%, #24002%
$15.00 ($12.50 prior to July 1, 1978)

Some Common BASIC Programs

76 short practical programs, most of which
can be used on any microcomputer with any
version cf BASIC. Complete with program
descriptions, listings, remarks and exam-
ples.

#21002 (200 pages)

$8.50 ($7.50 prior to July 1, 1978)

AN INTRODUCTION TO MICROCOMPUTERS
Volume O - The Beginner's Book

If you know nothing about computers, then
this is the book for you. It introduces com-
puter logic and terminology in language a
beginner can understand. Computer soft-
ware, hardware and component parts are
described, and simple explanations are given
for how they work. Text is supplemented
with creative illustrations and numerous
photographs. Volume O prepares the novice
for Volume |, #6001 (300 pages)

$7.95 ($7.50 prior to July 1, 1978)

Volume | — Basic Concepts

This best selling text describes hardware
and programming concepts common to all
microprocessors. These concepts are ex-
plained clearly and thoroughly, beginning at
an elementary level. Worldwide, Volume |
has a greater yearly sales volume than any
other computer text.
#2001 (350 pages)
$8.50 ($7.50 prior to July 1, 1978)
Volume |l — Some Real Products
(revised June 1977)

Every common microprocessor and all sup-
port devices are described. Only data sheets
are copied from manufacturers. Major chip
slice products are also discussed.

#3001A (1250 pages)

$15.00 (no change in price)

ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE PROGRAMMING
8080A/8085 Assembly Language Programming
6800 Assembly Language Programming

These books describe how to program a
microcomputer using assembly language.
They discuss classical programming techni-
ques, and contain simplified programming
examples relevant to today's microcom-
puter applications.

#31003, 32003 (400 pages each)

$8.50 each ($7.50 prior to July 1, 1978)

PROGRAMMING FOR LOGIC DESIGN

8080 Programming For Logic Design
6800 Programming For Logic Design
Z80 Programming For Logic Design

These books describe the meeting ground
of programmers and logic designers; written
for both, they provide detailed examples to
illustrate effective usage of microprocessors
in traditional digital applications.

#4001, #5001, #7001 (300 pages each)
$8.50 each ($7.50 prior to July 1, 1978)

OSBORNE & ASSOCIATES, INC. = P.O. Box 2036 = DEPT. 110 =Berkeley, California 94702 «

(415) 5648-2805 TWX 910-366-7277
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Pacific Time

See prices above PRICE| QTY AMT
6001  Volume 0 — The Beginner's Book 5 NAME
2001 Volume | — Basic Concepts
3001A Volume Il — Some Real Products (1977 edition) ADDRESS
4001 8080 Programming For Logic Design
5001 6800 Programming For Logic Design Ty STATE 2IP PHONE
- - SHIPPING CHARGES
7001  ZBO Programming For Logic Design
= = O 4th class $0.35 per book (allow 3-4 weeks within U.S., not applicable to discounted orders)
2100 SO 0Rs vl : O $0.75 per book, UPS fallow 10 days) in the U.S.
32003 6800 A by L Progr ] 0O $1.50 per book, special rush shipment by air in the U.S.
I forei { fi
21002 Some C BASIC Prodrame O All foreign orders, $3.00 per book for air shipment
Shi g for large orders to be arranged.
22002  Payroll With Cost Accounting
Vi #These books are scheduled to be published during 1978
8¥s%, SF Bw Nf’ m'd’""_ only TOTAL Please notify me when they are available: Please send information on:
6%, California residents outside SF Bay Area Sales Tax (Calif. residents only) O 23002 Accounts Payable and Accounts Recewable O Bacoming an O&A dealer
Payment by check or money order S O 24002 General Ledger O School discounts
arges
must be enclosed for orders of skt b O List of foreign distributors
10 books or less. TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED £s
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faster version of the 1410, and the 360,
which came in many different sizes and
embodied many features not found in
previous computers. Control Data Corpor-
ation announced the 6600, and General
Electric their 400 series. The IBM 360/370
is typical of a trend in computer manu-
facturing which is currently followed by
most manufacturers: upward compatibility.
In the years prior to 1965, every manu-
facturer spent huge sums of money on
research and programming support for
several types of computers; several went out
of business doing so. Likewise, computer
users spent a lot of money to develop their
systems for a particular computer only to
find it had been superseded by a faster, less
expensive machine. As a consequence, the
deadly management decision of the period
was, “Do we get the cheaper machine and
spend the money on reprogramming, or do
we risk staying with an obsolete computer
and losing our programmers to the company
across the street?””

Current developments point to a new
trend away from the bigger machines. The
combination of lower prices for components
and programmable read only memories is
attracting many manufacturers to the field
of minicomputers and microcomputers. The

Photo 9: Cray Research Inc has recently introduced their entry into the field current trend is clearly toward the personal
of supercomputers, the Cray-1, which can perform between 20 million and computer, with TV game microprocessors
60 million floating point calculations per second. leading the way.m

Photo 10: The UNIVAC |
computer system was the
first commercial computer
produced by Remington
Rand (now the Sperry
Univac division of Sperry
Rand Corporation). The
first UNIVAC | was sup-
plied to the United States
Bureau of the Census in
March 1951. [t was the
first computer to be
equipped with extensive
peripheral equipment.
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Everything you've ever
wanted to know about
microcomputers in

ONE complete book
foronly $10.95

Over 400 pages. Full 8%2” x 11" size.

The ultimate book

about microcomputers.
Written by experts
...SCELBI and BYTE. Over
400 pages. A collector’s item, L
featuring The Basics Y577 e
from the first 16 issues of BYTE and SCELBI’s

classic library of books. Your microcomputer

bookshelf is incomplete without this priceless edition.

ou can't buy information
Y organized like this any-
where. This is the book
that everyone who is into micro-
computers needs for reference,
for ideas, for clues to problem
solving. It is a truly authorita-
tive text, featuring easy-to-read,
easy-to-understand articles by
more than 50 recognized pro-
fessional authors, who know and
love microcomputers from the
ground up. Logical and com-
plete, it features many glos-
saries, and is illuminated with
profuse illustrations and photo-
graphs.

The Scelbi/BYTE Primer is
divided into four logical sec-
tions, that take you from point
“0"” through building and pro-
gramming your own computer-...
step-by-step-by-step.

What can you do with a micro-
computer? Checkbook balanc-
ing. Recipe converting and food
inventory. Heating and air condi-
tioning control. Home and busi-
ness security and management.
Playing the ponies. Analysis of
the stock market. Maintaining
massive data banks. Self-instruc-
tion. Toys and games. Small
business accounting and inven-

tory. And lots, lots more.
Circle 322 on inquiry card.

How does a microcomputer do
it? Lots of “how to” theory. In-
troducing you to microcomputer
operation. 6800, 6502, Z80 CPU
chip capabilities. RAM and ROM
memories. Addressing methods.

THE
Sﬂﬂﬁ{]ﬂlﬁ[
PRITIES

Over 400 pages. Selected articles
from BYTE and SCELBI books.
Profusely illustrated. Many
photographs. $10.95, plus $1
shipping and handling.

How to control peripherals.
Transmission of information to
and from computers. Magnetic
recording devices for bulk stor-
age. Analog to digital conver-
sion. How a computer can talk.
Other I/0 techniques. And more.

Order your copy today!

SCELBI COMPUTER

CONSULTING INC. BITS

Post Office Box 133 PP STN | 70 Main Street

Dept. B Peterborough, NH

Milford, CT 06460 03458
1-800-258-5477

Prices shown for MNorth American customers.
Master Charge. Postal and bank Money
Orders preferred. Personal checks delay
shipping up to 4 weeks. Pricing, specifica-
tions, availability subject to change without
notice.

All about building a micro-
computer system. Over 12 com-
plete construction articles. Flip-
flops. LED devices. Recycling
used ICs. Modular construction,
Making your own p.c. boards.
Prototype board construction.
Make your own logic probes.
Construction plans for 6800 and
Z80 computers. Building plans
for I/0Os — TV and CRT displays,
cassette interfaces, etc. Mathe-
matics functions. ROM program-
mer. Plus much, much more,

How to program a micro-
computer. Programming for the
beginner. Assembling programs
by hand. Monitoring programs.
Number conversions. Game of
Hexpawn. Design your own as-
sembler. Lots more,

And that’s only the beginning!
Others have spent millions ac-
quiring the type of microcom-
puter information found within
the 400 pages of The Scelbi/
BYTE Primer. But, it costs you
only $10.95, plus $1 for postage
and handling, complete! You
know the quality of Scelbi and
BYTE. This is your assurance of
excellence throughout this MUST
text. Order your copy today! And,
get one for a friend!

BYTE July 1978 95



Our MacroFloppy
goes twice the distance.

Circle 235 on inquiry card.

or °695.

e
>

_—
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Introducing the Micropolis MacroFloppy™:1041 and 1042 disk drive sub-
systems. For the $-100/8080/Z-80 bus. Packing 100% more capacity into a

5%-inch floppy disk than anyone else. 143K bytes, to be exact. For as little

The MacroFloppy:1041 comes with the Micropolis Mod | floppy packaged
inside a protective enclosure (without power supply). And includes an S-100
controller. Interconnect cable. Micropolis BASIC User's Manual. A diskette con-
taining Micropolis BASIC, and a compatible DOS with assembler and editor.
The :1041 is even designed to be used either on your desk top, or to be inte-
grated right into your S-100 chassis

The MacroFloppy:1042 comes with everything the 1041 has, and more
Such as d.c. regulators, its own line voltage power supply, and, to top it off,

a striking cover. Making it look right at home just about anywhere

(213) 703-1M21.

Both MacroFloppy systems are fully assembled, tested, burned-in, and
tested again. For zero start-up pain, and long term reliability. Theyre also
backed up by our famous Micropolis factory warranty.

And both systems are priced just right. $695 for the MacroFloppy:1041
and $795 for the MacroFloppy: 1042

You really couldn't ask for anything more

At Micropolis, we have more bytes in store for you

For a descriptive brochure, in the U.S. call or write Micropolis
Corporation, 7959 Deering Avenue, Canoga Park, California 91304. Phone

Or better vet, see your local dealer.

MICROPQOILIS

More bytes in store for you.

Clubs and

Newsletiers

Conducted by David Wozmak

July 1978 @ BYTE Publications Inc

The Computer Hobbyist Group of
North Texas

The Printed Circuit is a monthly publica-
tion of The Computer Hobbyist Group of
North Texas, a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to the interests of the personal and
hobby computer enthusiast. The officers of
the club are R Neil Ferguson, president; Bill
Lewis, vice-president; Dave Aos, secre-
tary, and Ted Palmer, treasurer. Subscription
to The Printed Circuit may be obtained by
joining the group at a rate of $7 per year.
Dues should be sent to Ted Palmer, 1704
Downey Dr, Fort Worth TX 76112. All
correspondence regarding The Printed Cir-
cuit should be addressed to POB 1344,
Grand Prarie TX 75051.

ACG-N]

The Amateur Computer Group of New
Jersey cosponsored the Trenton Computer
Festival on April 22 thru 23. The show had
an attendance of just over 2000. There were
a number of presentations on items of
interest to the hobbyist. The talks included
such topics as beginning in personal com-
puting, software, robotics, amateur radio,
interfacing, and many special microcom-
puter applications. The list of speakers in-
cluded Carl Helmers from BYTE, Sol Libes

(ACG-NJ), David Ahl (Creative Computing),
and many others.

Also featured at the festival was a flea
market covering more than 5 acres, more
than 40 exhibition booths, and the MSC
|IEEE Student Paper Finals.

ACG-NJ is a nonprofit educational corpo-
ration located in northern New Jersey.
Membership is $5 per year (US and Canada)
or $12 year (foreign). This fee covers a
newsletter subscription. ACG-N] can be
reached by writing to the Amateur Com-
puter Group of New Jersey, UCTI, 1776
Raritan Rd, Scotch Plains NJ 07076.

SEMCO

The Southeastern Michigan Computer
Organization is a charter member of the
Midwest Affiliation of Computer Clubs
(MACC) and is a nonprofit, registered orga-
nization. The club has many special interest
groups (SIGs) built around the various com-
puters: SIG-6800, SIG-HUG (Heath Users
Group for H8 and HI11), SIG-RS (Radio
Shack TRS-80), SIG-S-100 (IMSAI and
Altair, S-100 bus), SIG-KIM, SIG-Digital,
and also SIG-BIG, which is a group for those
interested in big machines.

SEMCO puts out a newsletter, The Data
Bus, which has an excellent format. It has



MetaFloppy goes

The Micropolis MetaFloppy™ gives you more than four times the capacity of
anyone else's 5%-inch floppy. Because it uses 77 tracks instead of the usual 35
The field-proven MetaFloppy, with thousands of units delivered, comes
in a complete family of models. And, like our MacroFloppy™ family of disk
drives, MetaFloppy is designed for the 5-100,/8080/Z-80 bus.
For maximum capacity, choose our new MetaFloppy: 1054 system. Which

actually provides you with more than a million bytes of reliable on-line stor-

age. For less money than you'd believe possible

The MetaFloppy: 1054 comes complete with four drives in dual config-
uration. A controller. Power supply. Chassis. Enclosure. All cabling. A new BASIC

software package. And a DOS with assembler and editor, There's even a built-
in Autoload ROM to eliminate tiresome button pushing

If that's more storage than you need right now, try our
MetaFloppy: 1053, with 630,000 bytes on-line. Or our Meta-
Floppy:1043, with 315,000 bytes on-line. Either way, you can
expand to over a million bytes on-line in easy stages, when you.

need to Orwant to

In other words, if your application keeps growing, we've got

you covered. With MetaFloppy.
The system that goes beyond the floppy.

For a descriptive brochure, in the U.S. call or write Micropolis
Corporation, 7959 Deering Avenue, Canoga Park, California 91304

Phone (213) 703-1121
Or better yet, see your local dealer

MICROPQILIS

More bytes in store for you.

R ¥y 4.

beyond.

Circle 236 on inguiry card.

club information, and articles which are
both informative and entertaining.
Membership is $10 per year and includes
the newsletter. For more information write
to the Southeastern Michigan Computer
Organization, POB 9578, Detroit M| 48202.

Sacramento Microcomputer Users Group

SMUG meets on the fourth Tuesday of
every month at 7:30 PM (July 25, August
22) on 99th St, off Hwy 50, in Sacramento.
Write to SMUG for exact location or for
other information at POB 161513, Sacra-
mento CA 95816.

Alamo Computer Enthusiasts

Located in San Antonio, this group meets
on the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30
PM in room 104, Chapman Graduate Center,
Trinity University. Special interest groups
include the Z-80, 8080, 6800, 6502, North
Star BASIC, Microsoft BASIC, Teletypes,
graphics, and process controllers. For more
information write to the Alamo Computer
Enthusiasts, 7517 Jonquill, San Antonio TX
78233.

The Apple Core

The San Francisco Apple Users Group, or

the Apple Core, has been formed, and has
held three meetings to date. The group was
organized by Scot Kamins from San Fran-
cisco in early April 1978.

Membership regulations are somewhat
exclusive; members must own or use an
Apple computer. For more information con-
tact Scot Kamins, organizer, San Francisco
Apple Users Group, POB 4816, Main PO,
San Francisco CA 94101.

Microprocessing Club of
Gloucester County College

Located in Sewell NJ, the Microprocess-
ing Club of Gloucester County College is
now up and running. Membership is open to
students of GCC and honorary membership
is open to all (however, honorary members
cannot vote). To find out more about this
club contact Mike Seiler, Microprocessing
Club, Gloucester County College, Tanyard
Rd, Sewell NJ 08080.

NECS

The New England Computer Society
meets monthly at the Mitre Corp cafeteria,
Bedford MA. For information write to the
New England Computer Society, POB 198,
Bedford MA 01730.m
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97




Bisrciss

Bircuit
Bellar

Figure 1: Sample hardware
circuit to decode a single
control code (in this case,
CONTROL R). The pulse
output width is the same
as that of the key pressed

strobe.
KEY-PRESSED
STROBE
)
0

ASCII CONTROL R
BINARY CODE

Build a Keyboard

Steve Ciarcia
POB 582
Glastonbury CT 06033

Function Decoder

“Dear, when you go downstairs would
you turn the printer on for me?"

My wife Joyce was on her way to the
basement with an armload of photographic
supplies. ““And could you see if | turned the
video display off as well?"

| was reclining in an overstuffed chair
with the keyboard in my lap. Joyce stopped
at the doorway and said, “Who was your last
servant?”

“Please do it for me, honey,” | said,
chastened. | have papers all over my lap
and you wouldn’t want me to spill my mar-
tini, would you?"”

“‘Hey, kid, | thought computers were sup-
posed to make life easier for us poor folk.”

“They do! It's the peripherals that don’t.”

The next logical question | asked myself
was: why shouldn’t turning the printer or re-
corder on and off be as easy to do as any
other computer transaction? A couple of
quick solutions came to mind. One is to
install an intercom system and station a
person next to the computer while the re-
mote terminal is in operation.

A second and more practical alternative
is to put long extensions on the power lines
of your peripherals and apply power to them
from a remote location, but this means re-
wiring your house if the computer is down-
stairs and the terminal is upstairs (as in my
case).

The third and probably best approach is

nc>
B6

B5

4
8
7430 i QUTPUT

83 [ > Drf

B2 [ > Dc

so[_>

Bl [_> Hbg 2
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to use some of the unused functions on your
keyboard to control peripherals remotely.
There are a number of unprinted characters
on a keyboard such as: end of transmission,
end of text, or device control codes. By at-
taching an ASCII decoding circuit to moni-
tor the line between the keyboard and the
computer, these functions can be isolated
and utilized as peripheral device control sig-
nals — more about this later.

The ASCII Code

Most keyboards use ASCII coding, a 7 bit
binary code with an eighth bit sometimes
added for parity checking. (Here we ignore
the proposed extensions to the officially de-
fined ASCII code which makes it a true 8 bit
code or nine bits with parity.) A complete
list of ASCII codes is outlined in ‘“Complete
ASCII"” by Dave Ciemiewicz (February 1978
BYTE, page 19). When your computer pro-
gram is executing and awaiting data from the
keyboard, a special keyboard input routine
is usually activated in the program. The sub-
routine first determines whether a key has
been pressed by checking for a key-pressed
strobe signal. On systems that do not check
parity (and thus use only 7 bit ASCII), the
eighth bit of an input port is often set as the
strobe bit. The other seven bits are not con-
sidered unless this strobe bit is “true.” When
this is the case, the seven bits are compared
to a valid entry table within the program to
determine what to do with the input. If
there is no valid comparison, the input key
does nothing.

The software read and compare routine
is analogous to a hardware address decoder.
For a particular ASCII code like CONTROL
R hexadecimal 12, a circuit such as that in
figure 1 could be used to decode and iden-
tify only this particular code. For routine
uses such as a hardware reset, this is the way
many computer experimenters decode an
ASCII code. This basic circuit can be dupli-
cated many times to decode other codes.
Figure 2 illustrates how this approach can
enable a CONTROL R to turn on a device



Discover how to get more out of
your computer.

Magnemedia has produced the
innovative line of software pro-
ducts you've been waiting for.
Designed for use both at home or
in the classroom, these programs
make learning an exciting ex-
perience.

This software comes in hand-
some two-cassette albums. Each
cassette provides voice instruc-
tion on one side and a machine
readable code on the other.
Separate instruction booklets are
provided in non-technical

language.

All software is for APPLE II.
Programs available for other
micro computers indicated by
following key:

*RADIO SHACK TRS-80
(Level 1I)

% COMMODORE PET

+HEATH H8 (Extended
Basic)

Programs Now Available

® Quiz Baseball (16K)—An ex-
citing game for two teams or
players, using your questions.
Computer simulates action, total-
ing batting averages and scores.

®Save-A-Sketch™(8K)—
Create a colored picture with your

Arizona
Personal Computer Place, Mesa (602) 833-8949

Arkansas
Datacope, Little Rock (501) 666-8588

California
A-Vidd Electronics Co., Long Beach (213) 598-0444
Byte Shop, Marina Del Rey {213) 530-3860
Byte Shop, Tustin (714) 731-1686
Byte Shop Computer Store, Walnut Creek (415) 933-6253
Byte Shop No. 8, Hayward (415) 537-2983
Computerland, El Cerrito (415) 233-5010
Computerland, Lawndale (213) 371-4010
Computerland, Mission Viejo (714) 770-0131
Computerland of West L.A., Inglewood (213) 776-8080
Computers Are Fun, Los Angeles (213) 475-0566
Recreational Computer Cirs, Sunnyvale (408) 735-7480
The Computer Store, Santa Monica (213) 451-0713

Colorado
The Byte Shop, Inc., Englewood (303) 761-6232

Connecticut
Computerland, Fairfield (203) 374-2227
Florida

Byte Shop, Miami (305) 264-2983

Georgia
Byte Shop, Atlanta (404) 255-8984
Datamart Inc., Atlanta {404) 266-0336

Circle 216 on inquiry card.

Wait No Longer!

The new educational programs are here.

computer keyboard. Save it for
your gallery or use it as an il-
lustration in another computer
program.

@ Save-A-Story™ (16K)—Write
or copy a story for practice in typ-
ing, speed reading, or for storage
in your computer library.

®Learning Basic (16K)—A
package of two cassettes with
multiple programs. Learn pro-
gramming the easy way—let the
computer teach you.

®Mystery Word™(8K)—De-
velop your logic skills by guess-
ing the secret word. Computer
tells you how many letters are
correct in each guess.

®Reverse (8K)—A challenging
math game that's a real brain
teaser. How many times will you
have to switch the numbers to get
them in proper order?

®Supermath™ (16K)—The
computer teaches you to add, sub-
tract, multiply and divide on your
own level—in color!

® True/False Quiz (8K) & + o —
Tells you how to enter your own
quiz.

® Variable Message (8K)wr—
You choose message and colors,
the computer does the rest.

® Matching Quiz (8K) * —Three
changeable categories in each pro-
gram. Match item on left correct-
ly with one on right and they both

Authorized Distributors

Computerland of Atlanta, Smyrna (404) 953-0406
lllinois
Byte Shop, Champagne (217) 352-2323
Computerland, Arlington Heights (312) 255-6488
Imperial Computer Systems, Rockford (815) 226-8200
Kansas

Personal Computer Center, Overland Park (313) 649-5042

Louisiana
Computer Shoppe, Metairie (504) 454-6600

Maryland
Computerland, Rockville (301) 948-7676

Massachusetts

The Computer Store, Burlington (617) 272-8770

Michigan
Computerland of Grand Rapids, Kentwood (616)
942-2931

New Hampshire
Computerland, Nashua (603) 889-5238
New Mexico

Interactive Computers, Santa Fe (505) 892-9997

Write to:
Magnemedia

17845 Sky Park Circle, Suite H
Irvine, CA 92714 (714) 549-9122

disappear.

e®Don’t Fall™™ (8K)+#—The
computer chooses a word—you
try to guess the letters without
falling off cliff. Then you give the
computer a word.

®Memory Aide (8K)wx—Help
memorizing facts, verses, lists.
Computer prompts you, asks you
to provide missing words, etc.

®Study Aide (8K)—The com-
puter gives questions in random
order. If you miss, it saves the
question for a later try.

® Keyboard Organ (4K)—Turn
your computer into a musical in-
strument. Play the keys like a
piano!

®Grading Routine (16K)—
Takes the drudgery out of finding
class curves. Different categories,
grading scales, etc.

®Drawing (4K) * ¥r oo —
Computer picks word at random
from list you supply.

Here's the best news of
all—each package of two pro-
grams sells for only $12.00! In-
dividual programs are available
for $7.50.

Magnemedia software is in
stock at computer stores
everywhere. (Dealers listed
below). If not available yet at
your store, ask them to order for
you.

New Jersey
Computer Corner, Pompton Lanes (201) 835-7080
The Computer Emporium, Cherry Hill (609) 667-7555
New York
Computer Shop of Syracuse, De Witt (315) 446-1284
Computer Tree Inc., Endwell, (607) 748-1223
Computer Micro Systems, Manhasset (516) 627-3640
North Carolina
Byte Shop, Raleigh (919) 833-0210
Ohio
21st Century Shop, Cincinnati (513) 651-2111
Oklahoma
Microlithics Inc.; Oklahoma City (405) 947-5646

Texas
Byte Shop, Richardson (214) 234-5955
CompuShop, Dallas (214) 234-3412
Computer Terminal, El Paso (915) 5321777
Computerland, Austin (512) 452-5701
Computers 'n Things, Austin (512) 453-5970
Interactive Computers, Houston (713) 486-0291
Interactive Computers, Houston (713) 772-5257
Micro Computer Shop, Corpus Christi (512) 855-4516
Washington

Ye Olde Computer Shoppe, Richland (509) 946-3330

Ontario, Canada
The Computer Mart, Toronto (416) 484-9708
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Figure 2: Printer on and off control designed with discrete logic elements. Pressing CONTROL R causes a logic signal to acti-
vate an external relay in series with the printer power line. Pressing CONTROL T resets this circuit and turns the printer off.
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such as a printer, and a CONTROL T to turn
it off. The method reaches a point of dimin-
ishing returns when more than one device
is to be controlled, though.

Another disadvantage of this handwired
decoding is that it is difficult to change the
decoded value. | recently received a letter
from a reader who needed a remote reset
button. He built a circuit similar to the one
in figure 1, and it worked fine for the soft-

i 17024 '
1 JL o
[ e6 D— A6 D6 —-D"
Bs [_>—4s os —1 >
B4 | >—n4 D4 ———1 > ALL OTHER OQUTPUT
v ' BITS REMAIN HIGH
83[_>—a3 03— > | HEXADECIMAL 7F STORED
[ [] AT HEXADECIMAL
g2 [ >—az D2 {_> | aooress s2
8t [ >—— DI
| 8O D— A0 g DO
)

AO- AT ADDRESS

INPUT

I

j! !

DO-DT DATA
OUTPUT

Figure 3: 1702A erasable read only memory used as an 8 bit address decoder.
When CONTROL R is depressed on the keyboard, the output at D7 goes low
(or true) for a period equal to that of the key-pressed strobe. This circuit can
replace up to eight of the circuits shown in figure 1.
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ware he was using at the time. But when he
changed from MaxiBASIC to Zapple BASIC,
he found that the control code he had
chosen for reset was necessary for use in the
BASIC, so out came the soldering iron and
in went another integrated circuit. Then
came the expansion of more software from
other manufacturers, and the circuit had to
be changed again. His complaint was con-
cerned not with the method of decoding the
signal but rather with the difficulty in chang-
ing its particular address.

I, of course, wanted to have a hardware
reset and peripheral device controller. |
could build a combination of the circuits in
figures 1 and 2 and hope that the next piece
of software | get doesn’t use one of the con-
trol codes | used, but a concept this simple
shouldn’t require that much wiring or make
it that hard to change addresses.

Since | like the idea of using the key-
board to control the peripheral devices and
don’t like to solder any more than necessary,
the best alternative for me is a program-
mable read only memory board control code
decoder.

Consider how a programmable read only
memory works: a binary code is impressed
on the address input lines and, in the case of
the 1702A, an 8 bit binary word stored at
that location appears at the output. By se-



Hexadecimal Octal Parity Character
00 000 EVEN NUL
01 001 oDD SOH
02 002 OoDD STX
03 003 EVEN ETX
04 004 oDD EQT
05 005 EVEN ENQ
06 006 EVEN ACK
07 007 OoDD BEL
08 010 oDD BS
09 011 EVEN HT
0A 012 EVEN LF
0B 013 oDD NOT
oC 014 EVEN FF
0D 015 oDD CR
0E 016 oDD SO
OF 017 EVEN Sl
10 020 OoDD DLE
11 021 EVEN DC1
12 022 EVEN DC2
13 023 oDD DCc3
14 024 EVEN DC4
15 025 oDD NAK
16 026 OoDD SYN
17 027 EVEN ETB
18 030 EVEN CAN
19 031 oDD EM
1A 032 oDD SuUB
1B 033 EVEN ESC
1Cc 034 oDD FS
1D 035 EVEN GS
1E 036 EVEN RS
1E 037 oDD us

on the same line under Keyboard Equivalent.

Control
Keyboard
Equivalent

| =" N<LXS<CHVWIPTVOZErA—IOTMMOUOTPE

Note: To transmit any control code, depress the CTRL key while pressing the character key

Alternate Code Names

NULL,CTRL SHIFT P,TAPE LEADER
START OF HEADER,SOM
START OF TEXT,EOA

END OF TEXT, EOM

END OF TRANSMISSION,END
ENQUIRY WRU,WHO ARE YOU
ACKNOWLEDGE,RU,ARE YOU
BELL

BACKSPACE,FEO
HORIZONTAL TAB, TAB

LINE FEED,NEW LINE,NL
VERTICAL TAB,VTAB

FORM FEED,FORM PAGE
CARRIAGE RETURN,EOL
SHIFT OUT,RED SHIFT

SHIFT IN,BLACK SHIFT
DATA LINK ESCAPE,DCO
XON,READER ON
TAPE,PUNCH ON
XOFF,READER OFF
TAPE,PUNCH OFF

NEGATIVE ACKNOWLEDGE,ERR
SYNCHRONOUS IDLE,SYNC
END OF TEXT BUFFER,LEM
CANCEL,CANCL

END OF MEDIUM
SUBSTITUTE

ESCAPE,PREFIX

FILE SEPARATOR

GROUP SEPARATOR

RECORD SEPARATOR

UNIT SEPARATOR

lectively storing specific values at designated
locations in the programmable read only
memory, a single 1702A can be structured
to perform the functions of eight separate
decoders like the one in figure 1. For exam-
ple, if a CONTROL R code were impressed
on the address lines of the 1702A, and hexa-
decimal 7F (binary 01111111) is stored in
hexadecimal address 12, the most significant
output bit will go low whenever this pattern
appears. All other output lines will remain
at a high level. The same method can be used
for eight different ASCIl codes. The func-
tion of the circuit shown in figure 1 can be
performed by an erasable read only memory
(EROM) as shown in figure 3.

To use an EROM for this purpose, first
choose eight different ASCIl codes which
are available on your keyboard and which
are not used as software control codes. By
convention, CONTROL Q, CONTROL R,
CONTROL S and CONTROL T have been
set aside to represent Reader On, Punch On,
Reader Off and Punch Off, respectively. The
other four control codes could be CON-
TROL W, X, Y and Z, etc. Table 1 shows the
ASCI| control codes.

An unprogrammed (erased) EROM has all
bits set to the 1 state. This is true for the
1702A, the 2708 and the 2716. Next,

choose eight control codes and make a list
such as the one in table 2.

Store the binary word listed at the respec-
tive address location equivalent to the ASCII
code with the eighth bit (the strobe bit) set
high. For a CONTROL R, a hexadecimal 14
code, this would become an address of hexa-
decimal 94. When one of these particular
keys is pressed, a particular output bit of the
EROM goes low for the duration of the key-
pressed strobe. Obviously, if only a short
pulse is necessary for your control applica-
tion, no further logic is necessary. In my
application it is necessary to ‘‘hold” the

Table 1: ASCIl code of
control characters.

Table 2: Hexadecimal
values to be stored In
EROM to decode eight
control codes.

Hexadecimal

Hexadecimal EROM
Keyboard Code Address*
CTLQ 1 91
CTLR 12 92
CTLS 13 93
CTLT 14 94
CTLW 17 97
CTL X 18 98
CTL Y 19 99
CTILZ 1A 9A

stored in them,

Note: All other address locations should have hexadecimal FF (fully erased data)

*The EROM address is the 7 bit ASCI| code with the eighth bit set high.

Hexadecimal Value to be
Stored in EROM

7F
BF
DF
-
F7

FB
FD
FE
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state of three devices and pulse two of them.
This requires latches made from external
gates to maintain the control output after
the initiating pulse. One method is to trigger
an RS flip flop on and off with two separate
codes. In this way, CONTROL R and CON-
TROL T can be used to turn the printer on
and off, respectively. Figure 4 illustrates the
completed keyboard function decoder utiliz-
ing 2 1702A EROM. It allows latched on and
off control of three devices and pulsed con-
trol of two more. | chose a 1702A because
of its cost advantages: at $3.50 it is more

appealing than a $12.50 2708; but the 2708
may be more easily programmed for most
people (see “Program Your Next EROM in
BASIC,” March 1978 BYTE, page 84). It
can be used instead of the 1702A with the
appropriate pin assignment changed. Since
the 2708 isa 1 K EROM and the 1702A is
256 bytes, the two extra address lines A9
and A10 should be grounded on the 2708. If
you decide to use the method of figure 2
and not use an EROM to make the circuit of
figure 4, it will take 14 TTL chips just to
create the logical equivalent of the EROM.

KEY PRESSED = 17 i
STROBE —rl— Al B 7
r 8 {1e]
BBD—I AB D6
19 9 9
85 [ >—— as D5
20 8
s Ice
B4 A4 17024 D4
ASCIl INPUT 21 7
FROM B3I S A3 D3
KEYBOARD | >
B2 [ >— a2 D2
2 5
BI | > Al DI
Figure 4: EROM-based . .
function decoder circuit  Bo[>— a0 00 |—
with three latched and two 14| — Iy
strobed outputs. These €5
outputs can be used to Te 34
control solid state relays .>__,
and, in turn, printers and J
other peripherals. oy
680
/72w
-12v -9v
10/25v av
¥
wsv[> —{>+s5v
+*
I 330/15v
Notes:

2.2K

TYP
F zzlzalnz |'5 a3

RECORDER CONTROL

—

7400

PRINTER CONTROL

—

7400

AUXILIARY CONTROL

—

STROBE
D T CONTROL Y

L~ sTRosE
s 23 CONTROL Z

1. The EROM is programmed as per the EROM address and binary value infor-
mation listed in table 1. All other address locations should be left fully erased

{hexadecimal FF).

2. The signal outputs from integrated circuits 7 and 8 can be connected to solid
state relays, which in turn provide on and off control of the designated periph-
erals. For an explanation and a design of a solid state relay, see “Tune In and
Turn On, Part 2, May 1978 BYTE, page 97.

3. All resistors are 1/4 W 5% unless otherwise specified.

Key Pressed Function
CONTROL Q Recorder power on
CONTROLR Printer power on
CONTROL S Recorder power off
CONTROL T Printer power off
CONTROL W Auxiliary power on
CONTROL X Auxiliary power off
CONTROL Y Bit 1 low true pulse
CONTROL 2 Bit O low true pulse
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Table 3: Power wiring table for figures 2 To further improve

and 4. service to our customers we
: have installed a toll-free
Number Type +5V | Gnd \ WATS line in our
Ic1 7404 14 7 Peterborough, New
1C2 7404 14 7 Hampshire office.
Ic3 7430 14 7 If you would
:g: ::22 :: : - like to order a
IC6 1702A see schematic - BYTE’S New ;
Ic7 7400 14 7 0 BYTE, or if
Ic8 7400 14 7 ; Toll_free you have a

question relat-

edtoa BYTE

= ©
Some Final Thoughts SUbSCI'IbeI' subscription,

| guess | don't have to worry about find- E ® invi
ing someone to be my peripheral “slave” any 2 W.A.T.S. I_Ine to call *¥
more. The uses of this remote control sys- °
tem can be extended beyond the ones |'ve - (800)258-5485
outlined; my horizons were limited at the o between 8:30 AM and
time. Once | sit back in that chair with a o 4:30 PM Eastern Time.

keyboard in my lap, it takes an earthquake * ;
to move me. Applies to calls made

Do you have any questions, comments or (800) 258'5485 from within the

ideas for an article? Write to me; | try to
answer every letter. Please enclose a stamped
self-addressed envelope. Next month: a
touch panel digitizer.m

We thank you and look continental US
forward to serving you.

A RAM board for only $289?
Central Data’s got it!

Central Data’s 16K RAM board comes com- To order your 16K RAM board or to receive more
pletely assembled, tested and burned in for only information, write to us at Central Data today.
$289. Our competitors find that hard to beat. But,
the low price is not all we offer.

The Central Data 16K RAM board is complete
when you buy it from us, but we offer the added
feature of expandability to 32K. Someday you’ll
need more than 16K, and when that day comes,
you'll be ready. The cost of adding 16K to your
present Central Data 16K RAM board is $200. A
32K RAM board, assembled, tested and burned in, is
$475.

The invisible refresh feature of our board means

that the performance of your system can never be

degraded by wait cycles. @@Dﬂﬁ{raﬂ @}@{t@ @@IT!@D

¢ ag::gl:;lh::t?z;doﬁss-loo compatible, and it has PO Box 2484, Station A
' Champaign, IL 61820

Each Central Data board comes with a one-year

warranty. (217) 359-8010
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ID INTERNATIONAL DATA SYSTEMS, INC.

400 North Washington Street, Suite 200, Falls Church, Virginia 22046 U.S.A.

Telephone (703) 536-7373

ALl FOLR

88-MODEM: A complete seral I/O port and an Originate/Answer MODEM on an
S100 bus compatible board. The 88-MODEM features automatic auto-dialer (not
software timed), operates at any software selected baud rate between 66 and 600
baud, has separate B-pole transmit and receive active filters. and all funclions are
software selected The 88-MODEM provides communication to -58 dbm and is intended
for use with either a CBS (1001D) or CBT Data Access Arrangemen! for conneclion
to the telephone system. The kit price is $245 00

B8-UFC UNIVERSAL FREQUENCY COUNTER: The BB-UFC is an S100 compatible
frequency and period measurement module. The 88-UFC has four software selecled
inputs. Frequency measurement to above B00MHz and period measurement 1o 1/10th
microsecond are standard. The counter provides nine digits of readout and 1s priced
at $179.00 in kit form

88-SPM CLOCK MODULE: The 88-SPM provides a time of day clock and an inde-
pendent realtime clock on one S100 compatible module Provisions are included for
battery backup so the 88-SPM can maintain the time during power-off conditions
$96 00 kit

1001D (Type CBT) Data Access Arrangement $125.00
88-RCB 16 Channel Relay Control Board Kit $179.00
MCTK Morse Code Trainer/Keyer Kit 29.00
TSM Temperature Sensing Module Kit 2400
DAC-8 B-Bit Digital to Analog Converter Kil 19.00
B88-TCXO Temperature Compensated Crystal

Oscillator for 88-UFC 145.00
88-XTAL Crystal Timebase option for 88-5PM 25.00

TERMS: Payment with order shipped prepaid, added for COD, Master Charge accepted
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Continued from page 6

sages sent and received would be the follow-
ing little loop:

var

hangup : boolean;
hangup := false;
repeat

look at keyboard, send latest input
messages to line and display

look at line, send any input
messages to display

until hangup ;

(This program fragment is represented in
PASCAL with the use of italics enclosed in
square brackets [] to denote functions de-
scribed verbally but not in detail. Note that
“hangup’ is a dummy variable within the
context of this fragment as shown.)

This simple programming model is ap-
plied at both ends of the communications
line through the phone network. It might in
fact be implemented in two totally different
computer and software systems, say in as-
sembly language on one party’'s computer
and in PASCAL on the other party’s com-
puter. It also has the unfortunate disadvan-
tage of displaying the incoming message
from the line mixed with the latest outgoing
message from the keyboard.

Walking through the process of establish-
ing and holding a conversation illustrates
some fundamental points which apply to
any computer to computer communications
method. In this case, much of the work in-
volved in setting up the conversation, the
protocol, is accomplished manually. Let's
look at what a conversation between two
parties might be like, using X and Y as suit-
able arbitrary names in this script:

Phone rings. X picks up the phone.

X: “Hello, X here.”

Y: *“Hi, X. Shall we proceed with the
communications experiment?”’

Note the implicit protocol: Y assumes X
is looking for a computer to computer
conversation.

X: “Sure. I'll load my program. Let me
set my modem in the originate mode."”

Y: “Fine. I'll set my modem in the an-
swer mode and load my program.”

Note the complementary settings of the
modem modes. For a full duplex con-
versation, one end must be in answer
mode, the other end in originate mode.
A mode is simply the set of transmis-
sion and reception frequencies chosen
for use by the modem from two al-
ternatives.

X: “I'm starting my program. How's
yours doing?”’



Y: “Mine is just fine. Do you hear the
tones from the modem?”

X: “Yes. Okay, let's try the phones.”

Both parties conclude verbal communica-
tions by placing their phone handsets
in the acoustic couplers. A computer
to computer conversation ensues,
using data from the keyboards and
sending data to the displays at each
end.

This is perhaps one of the simplest models of
computer to computer communications over
a phone line via a modem. But it illustrates a
couple of important points which are re-
quired in any system which uses the dialup
network.

First, there must be a protocol tying the
two systems together logically. This protocol
provides a method of establishing contact.
Here, | used the conversation as an example
due to the simplicity of the equipment and
the model. It could be as complicated as a
full network protocol like those of ARPA,
PCNET or CIE Net. The protocol must also
involve the agreement upon a functional
model of the software driving the communi-
cations channel. Here the PASCAL program
fragment, however it is implemented in de-
tail, provides the common functional model
for both ends of the line. The actual details
of a conversation are independent of the
protocol used.

Second, the equipment used at both ends
must be compatible with respect to modem
design. Here, | have tacitly assumed a
modem is available which has one outgoing
channel and one incoming channel. This
could be a Bell 103 style modem which is
one of the most commonly available forms
on the market, or it could be some haywire
kluge with nonstandard frequencies which
are shared by the two parties to the conver-
sation and nobody else. The choice of “an-
swer” or “originate” in the context of this
example is arbitrary; when using such a mo-
dem with a timesharing computer, the
choice is not arbitrary.

Third, the protocol can easily be auto-
mated to some extent; with proper equip-
ment and appropriate systems software
running in your system and your network
correspondent’s system, the entire conversa-
tion can take place without human interven-
tion from start to finish. But more on that
subject a little later.

The conversation just described, and its
protocol, are not intended as a serious sug-
gestion for the use of a typical acoustically
coupled modem. It represents if anything
just a costly way to bypass the US Postal
Service and all its problems and transmission
delays; but then the same is true of the tele-

[16K RAM

Fully Assembled, Tested,

Fully Static
Using the TMS 4044

250 nsec. chips—$425

Z-80A 4 Mhz. Fast—This fully assembled and tested
16K board was designed to operate without wait states
in a 4 Mhz. Z-80A system allowing over-generous time
for CPU board buffers.

450 nsec. chips—$375

For 2 Mhz. Systems—Same circuit as above but
priced lower because of less expensive memory chips.
Itis fully assembled, burned-in, tested and guaranteed.

8K Versions Also Available

Both boards available fully assembled with sockets
for all 32 MOS chips but supplied with only 8K of chips.
8K—250 nsec.—%$265. 4K chip set—$95. 8K-450
nsec.—$235. 4K chip set—$85.

Fully Static is Best—Both boards use the state-of-
the-art Texas Instruments TMS 4044 which requires no
complicated and critical .clocks or refresh. The fully
static memory chip allows a straight-forward, “clean”
design for the board ensuring DMA compatibility. They
use a single 8 volt power supply at 1.7 amps nominal.

Fully S-100 Bus Compatible—Each 4K addressable
to any 4K slot and separately protected by DIP switches.

Commercial Quality Components—First quality
factory parts, fully socketed, buffered, board masked on
both sides, silk-screened, gold contacts, bus bars for
lower noise.

Guaranteed—Parts and labor guaranteed for one full
year. You may return undamaged board within ten days
for a full refund. (Factory orders only—dealer return

policy may vary).

Check your local computer store first

Factory Orders — You may phone for MC, VISA.
Cashier's check, M.O. speed shipment for mail orders.
Personal check OK. Shipped prepaid with cross country
orders sent by air. Shipping — Stock to 72 hours normal.
We will confirm order and give expected shipping date
for delays beyond this. Washington residents add 5.4%
tax. Spec. sheet, schematic, warranty statement sent
upon request.

Seattle Computer Products, inc.

16611 111th S.E., Renton, Washington 98055
(206) 255-0750
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Computers For Everyone!
Prices For Everyone!

PET 2001-8 by Commodore

® 8K user RAM (expandable to 32K)
® 8K BASIC in ROM

® Built-in video display

® Built-in keyboard with graphic characters
® Bulilt-in cassette recorder

PET 2001-8 (Bk RAM) S'?Ea-)S.
0.
9.

reg. $824.

You pay only 5798_

Apple IT 16K by Apple Computers

168K user RAM (expandable to 48K )

BK Integer BASIC in ROM

2K Monitor in ROM

Full ASCIT keyboard

18-color graphics (low resolution 40H x 40V)
4-color graphics ( high resclution 280H x 192V)
Game Paddles included

Includes BASIC software on cassette:

® 16K Startreck program ® Color demonstration programs
® 10K Floating point BASIC e Breakout video game
interpratar

® Your color TV set required for display

APPLE II (16K RAM) $1195.
Meriton cassette recorder 80.
M&R RF Modulator 30.

reg. $1305.

LSV $11985.

Add $10.00 per system for shipping and handling. To qualify for these
special package prices, full payment must accompany your order. We will
refund full amount if you wish to cancel before we ship

Write or Call

P.0O.Box 71
Fayetteville, N.Y. 13066

Phone (318) 637-6208 Today!
Operating Hours:
M-W10-B E.8.T.

Th-F10-9 ES.T.
Closed Bat. & Sun.
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phone used without a computer. The inter-
esting uses are those which take advantage of
the computer at both ends of the conversa-
tion. Establishing communications between
modems will involve a similar phone call
scenario; but now instead of the toy pro-
gram, suppose we substitute a more interest-
ing process.

For starters, a useful utility already em-
ployed by many personal computer people
is that of a file swapping program. Here, in-
stead of keyboard input, after the communi-
cations is established and verified in a key-
board to display mode, one or the other of
the two parties to the conversation accesses
a local file on floppy disk and dumps it into
the floppy disk of his correspondent over
the phone lines. The file sent might be veri-
fied by the receiving person by one or more
methods such as grouping the data into
blocks with checksums or simply sending
the message redundantly.

The content of the file sent by this
method is arbitrary. The file could be as
simple as the edited text of a letter, or as
complicated as the source code of the latest
version of a computer game which the re-
ceiving person is to try out, evaluate and
comment upon. And of course, for the occa-
sional business user or privacy fanatic, the
program does not have to send the data di-
rectly: it could use a prime factors cipher to
ensure that all the computers in the world
would never be able to crack the code in
practical lengths of time given our present
knowledge of such ciphers and their
properties.

But exchanging data files still does not
exhaust the potential of having a computer
at both ends of the line. What other activi-
ties involve participation by people at each
end of the line? (Remember: we are still
using simple modems with a manual pro-
tocol at the start of communications.) A
computer at each end and a person operating
the computer sounds like defining character-
istics of a new class of challenging computer
games.

For one degenerate case, let us suppose
that each player has as his goal to ‘‘take
over” the other player's computer, using a
commonly defined operating system nucleus
and a set of rules governing legal moves. The
result would be a very abstract, possibly
quite exciting (and possibly quite dull) 2
processor remote version of the classic called
core war. [Core war is a game surrepti-
tiously played by systems programmers on
large installations, where a player’s goal in
each fixed time slice of real time is to propa-
gate his program elsewhere in memory, while
doing as much ““damage” (read: clearing to
zero) as possible at random places in the



hopes of causing the opponent’s program to
blow up.] The game of core war is rarely
mentioned with more than a whisper, and
thus tends to be lost amid the din of easier
and less abstract games such as Star Trek,
Adventure or Dungeons and Dragons. But,
just as a 2 computer version of a classic is
possible, these contemporary games might
well be adapted to a 2 sided mode employ-
ing two computers and two teams of players.

Games border on the world of simula-
tions, and simulations border on the world
of games. The use of two local processors
across the phone lines (or in the same room
sans modems) has much potential. Suppose
each computer is running a simulation of a
plane in flight. A natural variation would be
to loosely couple the state variables between
the similar programs across the link, so that
the two ‘‘pilots” could attempt formation
flying and maneuvers. The key software
which is needed is of course a simulation
program with direct memory outputs to a
display on each computer, and the ability to
keep track of the ‘‘other guy” from the
point of view of the local simulation. For
most one player versus the computer games,
the random number sources of data typically
used could be replaced by parameters re-
ceived across the communications line from
the second computer. At 300 bps (30 char-
acters per second, roughly) the potential for
some 2 party interaction is definitely pres-
ent, relying upon local simulations in each
computer for most of the actions observed
on each screen.

But enough of this blue sky. How much
does the eqguipment cost? All of these
suggestions could be implemented using a
typical personal computer which has a spare
serial 10 port with RS-232 levels (the more
floppy disk drives the better of course, with
zero as the minimum acceptable number).
The cost for the modem, based on two
advertisements in the May 1978 issue of this
magazine, would be either $139 or $129
depending upon whose modem you buy.
The basics require no particular attention to
the phone line itself, other than making sure
you have a standard handset which fits the
acoustic coupler. And of course, having
made the investment you also get access to
the local time sharing service, which may
have such juicy tidbits as cross assemblers
and compilers which are not yet up and
running on your own system. But this is
merely a taste of the possibilities of tele-
communications: even more function can
be had at a slightly higher expense through
the use of modems which feature automatic
dialing, automatic answering and telephone
company compatible ‘‘data access arrange-
ment” (DAA) features.

PUT TRIS IN YOUR PIFE
AND ‘SMOKE' IT:
$150 legs
for the best!

SMOKE SIGNAL BROADCASTING'S

M-16A STATIC MEMORY SYSTEM

IS NOW BEING OFFERED AT A NEW
LOW PRICE OF $379.00 — $150.00 LOWER
THAN EVER BEFORE!

FEATURES:

®SWTPC 6800 Plug Compatible
®STATIC — No refresh required
®Allows SWTPC 6800 expansion to 48K
®Low Power

®Uses Single +8 Volt Supply

The M-16A STATIC random access memory system,
with a total storage capacity of 16834 words of 8 bits
each, is switch selectable to any 4K starting address,
and a hardware write protect switch is also included.
The system’s storage elements are 4K by 1 STATIC
memory chips which store 4 times as much in only
12% more space than the low power 2102's. Typical
access time is fast enough to work with a 6800 based
computer operating at 2 MHz and all systems are
factory tested at 2 MHz.

Send for FREE NEW
Computer Products Catalog
includes our complete line of 6800
Super Software products.

SMOKE SIGNAL BROADGASTING

@ 6304 Yucca/Hollywood, CA 90028
IS (213) 462.5652
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JULY
FIREWORKS

OUR
CASH

PRICE PRICE

S.D. Sales Expandoram
32K Kit with 8K of Chips  151% 125%

Tarbell Cassette Interface Kit 120 999
Percom Cassette Interface Kit 89% 7495

Trace Electronics 32K Static
Memory — Assembled 9999 79900
North Star Floppy Disk Kit
MDS-A 699% 589
with Power Supply Cabinet
and 3 Extra Diskettes 790%° 659
Al T.D.L. Systems 30% Discount

T.D.L. D-32 Memory Board - Assembled
25% Discount

Above Prices Include Cash Discounts.
Shipping Charges Extra.
Subject to Available Quantities.

§-100,inc.
7 WHITE PLACE ¢ CLARK, N.J. 07066
(201) 382-1318

| i y x‘ A -
e g it

g e,

o™
Don Lancaster’s ingenius design provides software
controllable options including:
«Scrolling -+ Full performance cursor
« Over 2K on-screen characters with only
3MHz bandwidth
« Variety of line/character formats including
16/32, 16/64 ....even 32/64
+ User selectable line lengths

.............................................................

E TELI ME MORE! [ ] Send instruction manual for the TVT-6 Kit -

with full operational details, $1 enclosed, -

: () SEND FREE CATALOG

. Name:
: ELECTRONICS, INC.  citv: State: 2p:

DEPT. 7—B, 1020 W.WILSHIRE BLVD., OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73116

.............................................................
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Automatic Communications:

N computers + N People + Auto Answer
+ Auto Dial + DAA

The protocols appropriate for an acousti-
cally coupled modem are heavily biased by
the need for manual operations. Just as the
audio cassette recorder is the poor second
cousin of the floppy disk as a mass storage
medium, the acoustically coupled modem
works for telecommunications but has many
fewer features of merit than the more
expensive modem options.

The first extension to consider is that of a
form of the modem which is wired perma-
nently to the phone company’s network via
an appropriately approved data access
arrangement or DAA. Given this extension
alone, there would apparently be no great
improvement in function relative to the
simple acoustic modem.

Thus we must consider the second
extension, use of an auto answer option
through the data access arrangement. Here,
with appropriate software, your computer
gets a signal from the interface which tells it
when someone is calling. The computer can
then reply with a signal which “lifts the
phone off the hook’” by changing appro-
priate electrical levels in the interface which
simulate that normally manual action. The
computer can then proceed to verify that
there is indeed a modem on the other end
and commence its automated version of that
conversation between X and Y given a little
earlier. For thorough description of how
such protocols work, consult any text book
on systems software for timesharing sys-
tems: this model is used by your friendly
timesharing service to receive calls from its
users with ordinary modems at the other
end.

The third of these three extensions of the
basic model is the auto dial function. Here
the intent is to allow your computer to place
the call automatically, an event which
implicitly assumes the number being dialed
can receive such calls unless the modem is
disconnected after the call is made.

This more general function can be had at
reasonable prices. The board used by Ward
Christensen and Randy Suess costs about
$300 assembled and tested, plugging into
an S-100 bus slot. Another brand, also
assembled and tested, but complete with a
Bell approved data access arrangement
module, runs about $500 and also plugs into
an S-100 bus slot. (The difference between
buying your own data access arrangement
module or using a phone company version is
one of paying monthly installments forever
or paying a lump sum of about $100 to
$150 once.)



With the economics of the auto dial and
auto answer versions and data access arrange-
ment settled, what are the possibilities which
may be fulfilled? First, there is the matter of
regular correspondence with a close friend
on the other side of the continent. If you
communicate via the simple model of the
unautomated link, your prime time for
originating a call may be different from the
hours of prime functioning as a human
being. The phone company rates are much
lower in the wee hours of the morning. So,
let your automated computer servant sit up
late and take advantage of the cheap rates to
telephone your correspondent’s computer,
send the mail you left for him or her and of
course receive the mail left for you. More
than one correspondent? Simply keep a list
of phone numbers associated with the
names, and call all of the ones which have
been left messages on a disk file or in mem-
ory. Don't care to waste phone charges?
Well, use the auto answer feature to wait for
your correspondent’s calls. (This concept of
using the auto answer and auto dial features
to implement Telemail service is one of the
pet projects of Ken Bowles at the University
of California at San Diego. We can expect to
see a protocol established from that source,
written in PASCAL of course, which will be
widely available for a nominal charge.)

Let’s extend the model a bit to the world
of games so often frequented by the per-
sonal computer user. But now, consider the
N party game, a sort of computerized
version of Dungeons and Dragons viewed as
a prototype of the N player simulation
game. Now, the phone network and dialup
features can be used to some advantage:
instead of one week’s long conversation on
a party line (the brute force approach), each
player node in the game has a computer with
a local model of the game plus interaction
models which involve dialing up other
players in the game for information or to
send game messages which affect the other
players. To be less than prohibitive in line
costs, it would have to be done locally
within a “free'” dialing zone of your local
exchange. It is a challenging problem to even
think about defining such a game, let alone
playing it. It is a suggestion which is quite
within the capabilities of a dedicated group
of N enthusiastic participants. Who will be
the first to define and implement such a
discipline?

And then, of course, there is the less
esoteric but quite useful concept of the local
computer club bulletin board, as prototyped
by Ward Christensen and Randy Suess. Here,
both the auto answer and the auto dial
modes can be used to advantage. The auto
answer mode is of course currently being
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And now...a few
well chosen words from EMM

256 words on one chip, to be exact. With TTL compatible
inputs and outputs, a 400 ns maximum access time,

and needing only a single +5V power supply to func-
tion. It's a small memory system in one standard 22-pin
DIP, with multi-sourced pin-out. And it's available for

off-the-shelf delivery. Now.

Get the latest word on the EMM SEMI 3539 256x8-bit
static RAM from any EMM SEMI sales office or

distributor. Or call us today.

EMf semi, inc.

A subsidiary of Electronic Memories & Magnetics
3883 N.28th Ave., Phoenix,AZ 85017 (602)263-0202

SELECTRA-TERM_

The Best SELECTRIC I1* Printer Going
for ANY Computer!

SELECTRA-TERM is a brand
new IBM Selectric 11* typewriter
which has been fully converted
for direct connection to vyour
computer. A special typing ele-
ment  gives you full ASCII and
upper/lower case alphanumerics.
You also have backspace, tab, in-
dex and bell-all under computer
control.

SELECTRA-TERM c¢an also be
used as a standard typewriter. It
has been approved for computer
use and comes with the 1BM war-
ranty. You may also obtain the
yearly service agreement for the
typewriter portion. MCD provides
*Reg. trademark of 1BM Corp.

Circle 226 on inquiry card.

their own factory warranty on the
electronics conversion.

Complete  electronics  package,
cable sets and documentation are

supplied. Price is $1750 with
many options. Ask your dealer
for details or contact:

micro | sss—s——
devices, inc.
jStam—— )

960 E Orangethorpe, Bldg. F
Anaheim, California 92801
Telephone (714) 992-2270
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employed in the interactive message center
concept: users can call in from anywhere
and leave messages which are either broad-
cast, or specific to particular users. The club
can also prepare a file which is sent to every
active user upon logging into the system.
The concepts of auto dialing and autc
answering can also be applied to personal
use independent of the use of the modem
if provision is made to manually switch from
A card guide compatible with the Altair modem data to voice data. The auto answer
motherboard. feature is of course typically used in a
standard telephone answering machine, but
by having your computer answer the line
and listen with one of several voice response
5 : : boards on the market, you might be able to
ABS plastic construction. call up your house and have various options
VO s s sn imn wmmms e w $1.50 ea. such as lights, radios or sprinklers change
1.35 ea. state in response to voice command. If the
1.20 ea. voice recognition method of remote control
. does not work then consider using a touch
.00 ea. tone telephone to send a coded pattern of
Availability—stock to 30 days. Please en numbers which are detected by another
close check with order. special demodulator after the phone is
answered.
EHOI b I Auto dialing coupled with the usual voice
a % nc. mode enables you to build a file of fre-
513 Middlesex Turnpike quently called numbers, a “little brown disk”
Burlington, MA 01803 (617)273-1512 instead of a little black book. These numbers
could then have symbolic names like
“FIRE,” “MOTHER " ¥SUZY: *JUDY:*

\ N e\

\

Speed nuts replace self-tapping screws for
ease of installation.

These guides also feature extra-rugged black

FIND YOURS in ‘The Index of Small o8
Computer Products and Companies’ ONLY $ —
The Computer Data Directory is a new comprehensive
index which contains profiles of over 675 small com- Postage Included

puter manufacturers, stores, distributors, publishers,

and electronic dealers. All addresses are up-to-date and ORDER TaDA Y
at your finger tips! Products are cross-referenced to — T —
their manufacturers, Similar to a telephone directory.
Includes reader service card which is “Your DIRECTory
connection” to over 675 firms! Definitely a useful re-
ference source. Order yours today — ONLY $4.98 —
postage included.

Enclose $4.98 each (postage included).
Place your order to either:

The Computer Data Directory

|

i

]
O SYSTEMS O COMPUTER STORES : BITS Inc. Box 598 Department B1
|

0O PERIPHERALS O EASY TO USE
O ACCESSORIES

25 Route 101 West Cleveland, Ohio 44107
Peterborough, NH 03458

DIAL BANK CARD ORDERS Ohio residents
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etc. When a phone conversation is desired,
dialing could be done symbolically by
selecting a name with one character referring
to a menu list on your display. Of course
there are certain things one would not want
to do with an auto dial feature, such as
create intrusive automatically dialed junk
phone calls.

Summarizing the State of the Art. ..

Computer to computer communications
via the dialup phone network are a very real
possibility for the personal user. The com-
munications can be as simple and inexpen-
sive to implement as an acoustic coupler on
an ordinary telephone, or slightly more
elaborate (but still less than $500 for an
S-100 bus computer) with automatic answer-
ing and dialing features. However you
implement your link to the outside world
from a personal computer, the applications
of the system expand considerably.=

How Much Is That Turtle in the Window?

As noted with a photograph and some
background information on page 6 of the
March 1978 BYTE, personal computer
users will soon be able to add an abso-
lutely fascinating new peripheral: an
electromechanical “turtle.” Recent word
from Cambridge is that the Terrapir;rM
turtle was scheduled for a mid May press
conference announcement by Terrapin
Inc, 33 Edinborough St, 6th Floor,
Boston MA 02111. (This note was
written April 24 1978, following a phone
conversation with David McClees of
Terrapin.)

Using simple programming concepts in
versions of the LOGO language, it is
possible to teach young children many of
the concepts of computer science using
the mechanism of the turtle to emphasize
points. Also quite possible with such a
mobile robot appendage are various other
applications from delighting friends at an
adult or child’s party to implementing the
world’s least expensive plotter output
using the tail dragging capability of the
turtle’s solenoid controlled pen. Sensors
on this inexpensive robot are four micro-
switches which can determine one of
eight possible directions when the unit
runs into an object.

How much for that “‘turtle in the
window” at your local pet store? While
final prices have not yet been set, the kit
version is expected to be about $300. To
be complete, Terrapin Inc will also sell an
assembled version for $500 or so.=m

Circle 101 on inquiry card.

Retro-Graphics™

¥ For your Dumb Terminal® The Retro-
Graphics PC card mounts easily in the Lear Siegler
ADM-3A to provide you with an affordable graph-
ics computer terminal.

Features:
e 7-80 Based e Point Plotting
® 512 by 250 ® Automatic Vector
Dot Matrix Generation
® Simple Plug-in ® Optional TEKTRONIX
Interconnect Software Compatibility
Retro-Graphics is available at the regular 100 piece
price of only $659 for orders received before
August 20th. Write or phone today for complete
specifications.

DIGITAL RESEARCH & ENGINEERING
5 : . &

Glide c _A 95616

THE INCREDIBLE LEARNING MACHINE

L WHASIT.

(Wow! Howd All That Stuff get InThere?)

@ She’s a Conversational Query System!
@ She’s an Indexing/Filing System!
o She's a ‘Data Base Manager’ for your Microcomputer!

“One of the first software products of the
New Computer Age . .. "

—Ted Nelson, author of
Computer Lib/Dream Machines

Mail to: Information Unlimited (authorized distributor)
P.0. Box 55B, Hebron, Indiana 46341

] Model NS-3 for North Star BASIC (requires 24K RAM), $75.00
O Quantity discount schedule for dealers

[0 More information (I'mrunning_____ disc BASIC

on a

computer)

A CREATION OF

O@MOUTER HAOW@ARE

BOX 14694 - SAN FRANCISCO 94114
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Laagusges

Forum

Pat Fitzgerald

Winchmore Irrigation Research Station
Private Bag

Ashburton NEW ZEALAND

BASIC to Assembly Language Linkage

Listing 1: PDP-11 assembly language listing of program to output a quo-

tation mark.

177564 TPS =177564 ;teleprinter status
177566 TPB =177566 ;teleprinter buffer
000050 .=50

;link between BASIC and

Frequently one needs to use a BASIC
interpreter to do things it was never designed
to do. Getting around the problem can
require a great deal of ingenuity. A case in
point is David Chapman'’s article, “All This

;jexternal function
000050 037426 .WORD SEXF ;start address of
;external function
iis printer ready?

Just to Print a Quotation Mark?”, in May
1977 BYTE.

037426 .=37426
037426 105767 SEXF: TSTB TPS
140132
037432 100375 BPL SEXF ; if not branch
037434 012767 MOV #042,TPB ;move ASCII code for quotation
000042
140124 ;mark to buffer and print
037442 000167 JMP 52
140404
000052 .END 52

Listing 2: Driver program for the assembly language program in listing 1.

10 PRINT "IN BASIC THE QUOTATION MARK (":

20 LET T = EXF(1)
30 PRINT") IS A DELIMITER"

Listing 3: Sample run of the BASIC program of listing 2. This is one simple
solution to the problem of printing a quotation mark in a BASIC inter-

preter, lacking appropriate escape mechanisms.

IN BASIC THE QUOTATION MARK (") IS A DELIMITER

;return to BASIC

Several versions of BASIC allow assembly
language programs to be added to the BASIC
interpreter; these programs are linked to
BASIC at load time and usually cannot be
deleted without reloading BASIC. Using this
technique provides a very simple method of
getting around the problem described by
David Chapman. The assembly language
listing is given in listing 1 and the BASIC
language program is given in listing 2. A run
of the program is in listing 3. It appears that
a relatively simple solution to the problem
has been found.

The version of BASIC | use is single
user Digital Equipment Corporation’s BASIC
VOO8A for the PDP-11 series of mini-
computers. This BASIC allows the user to
call the assembly language program by use
of an EXF function. Obviously in other

112

' why the la

It has the latest news for users
(and prospective users) of Heath
Co. computer products. It isn't
company-controlled--BUSS can get
new product information and tid-
bits about items being developed
before the official announcement
by Heath Co. But BUSS does more
than that--BUSS also lets you in

THE INDEPENDENT NEWSLETTER oF HEATH Co. CoMPUTERS
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st (155 is

on news of compatible hardware &
software from other vendors. H8
and H11 users may save enough on
these products to pay for a BUSS
subscription several times over.
And users of the ET-3400 Trainer
aren't left out either.

The first issue of BUSS came out
more than a year ago in April of

heb

1977. Every issue goes by first
class mail and almost all orders
for new subscriptions are filled
within two days. Back issues go
fast, but most of those for 1978
are still available. BUSS keeps
getting better. So send for it:

12 Issues For $ 6.80

325 PennsyLvANIA Avenue. S.E.  WasHineTon., DC 20003

est [J55

Circie 36 on inquiry card.



versions of BASIC the calling procedure
will be different. The EXF function call
can be used as an expression or as an ele-
ment of an expression anywhere that an
expression is legal in BASIC syntax.

The assembly language program is called
by use of the EXF function. The argument
for the quotation mark program is a dummy
one and any number would suffice. However
this is a trivial use of the power of the link-
ing method. More useful programs can be
written to allow BASIC to be used in a
variety of applications from real time con-
trol of instruments to reading data from
cassette transports. It can also be used to
add powerful functions to increase the
number crunching ability of BASIC. In
short the uses of this tool are only limited
by the user’s imagination.

One particular use we can make of the
assembly linkage is a program to retain a
BASIC program in the machine when the
power is turned off. On the PDP-11 series

when BASIC is restarted, information
necessary to recall the user program is
lost from two of the volatile registers

(although the main core memory returns its
information). However, use of the assembly
language program shown in listing 4 allows
the contents of these registers to be saved on
power down and restored at power up.

To use this program when you have
temporarily finished with the BASIC pro-

Listing 4: A nontrivial use of BASIC to assembly language linkages. This
PDP-11 assembly program saves the PDP-11’s registers and restores them
so that the program may be used after a restart occurs.

000001 R1=%1
000005 R5=%5
000006 SP=%6
000050 .=50
0374086 .=37406
037406 010146 START:MOV R1,-(S5P)
037410 010546 MOV R5,-(5P)
037412 010667 MOV SP,SAVE
000016
037416 000000 HALT
037420 016706 RSTRT:MOV SAVE,SP
o0ooo010
037424 012605 MOV  (SP)+,R5
037426 012601 MOV  (SP)+,R1
037430 000167 JMp 52
140416
037434 000000 SAVE: .WORD 0
000052 .END 52

;jdefine registers to
;be saved
;register 6 to be stack

;save Rl and R5
;on stack
;save stack

;EXIT AND RE-ENTRY POINT
;restore stack and
;registers 1 and 5

;back to BASIC

wire wrapping center

WIRE WRAPPING KIT WK -5

CONTAINS

Battery Tool BW-630

Hobby Wrap Tool WSU-30 M

PC Edge Connector CON-1

DIP/IC Extractor Tool EX-1

DIP/IC Insertion Tool INS-1416
PC Card Guides & Brackets TRS-2
Mini-Shear with Safety Clip SP-152
14, 16, 24 and 40 DIP Sockets
Terminals WWT-1

Tri-Color Wire Dispenser WD-30-TRI
Hobby Board H-PCB-1

ADD $1.00 FOR SHIPPING
(N. Y. CITY AND STATE RESIDENTS ADD TAX)

OK MACHINE & TOOL CORPORATION

3455 Conner St., Bronx, N.Y. 10475

Circle 289 on inquiry card.

(212) 994-6600 / Telex 125091
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gram, you type “Print EXF (N)” where N
is an arbitrary number. When you wish
to reuse the program, you start at address
037420 rather than the conventional
000000 which would destroy the user pro-
gram. The machine responds by typing the
number N. In this version of BASIC the
linkage between the interpreter and the
assembly language program is maintained
through location 50; this address must
contain the start address of the assembler
language program. Return to BASIC is
achieved by a jump to location 52. Several
arguments can be used in the EXF function,
but it is the user’s responsibility to evaluate
each argument after the first. By this tech-
nique an assembly program with several
entry points can be called up from a BASIC
program to do a multitude of tasks not
provided for in the BASIC language.

Of course this requires that the pro-
grammer learn the assembly language.
Fortunately for the PDP-11 user an excellent
introductory manual has been provided by
R W Southern (see references).

Moral

Try using assembly language programs
before attempting complex contortions
within BASIC.m

REFERENCES

Chapman, David, "All This Just to Print a Quota-
tion Mark?"”, May 1977 BYTE, page 132.

Southern, R W, PDP-11 Programming Funda-
mentals, Algonquinote 12, Algonquin College
Bookstore, Ontario CANADA, 1972.

Languages Forum s a
feature which is intended as an
interactive dialog about the
design and implementation of
languages for personal com-
puting. Statements and
opinions submitted to this
forum can be on any subject
relevant to its purpose of
fostering discussion and com-
munication among BYTE
readers on the subject of fan-
guages. We ask that all corres-
pondents supply their full
names and addresses to be
printed with their commen-
taries. We also ask that corres-
pondents supply their tele-
phone numbers, which will be
printed unlfess we are expli-
citly asked to omit them.

BASIC is BASIC is ...

And BASIC does what it should. But if you're ready to step up
from Beginner’s All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Code, look
at OPUS, the high-level 8080/Z80 language from A.S.I. ... roots
in BASIC, but designed for business applications. OPUS gives
you the capabilities you need, like extended precision, string
handling, and easy formatting. OPUS/TWO takes up where
OPUS/ONE leaves off, allowing subroutines, overlays, and
extended disc file management.

But we didn’t stop there. OPUS programs and data are
directly upward-compatible, all the way up through TEMPOS,
A.S.1’s multi-user, multi-tasking operating system.

Ask your dealer, or contact A.S.I. We'd like to tell you more.

OPUS/ONE ..........

$99.00
SIS [ LI RN $385.00

OPUS/TWO .......... $195.00
TEMPOS ..ot $785.00

00
OCc

& D ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEMS, INC.
222 Milwaukee, Suite 102
Denver, CO 80206 (303) 321-2473

ORDER A MANUAL NOW and we'll apply the price
toward your software purchase.

OPUS User’s Manual
8.0.S8. Manual Set (includes OPUS Manual) ..... $20.00
TEMPOS Manual Set (includes OPUS Manual) .. $20.

MASTER CHARGE and VISA accepted.
Add $1.50 per manual (set) for shipping/handling in U.S.
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now

SORT

Uﬁlﬂm with
CP/M*

Techaicst

Fooling

o > IN CUSTOMER USE;OR
with the Stack Pointer OVER ONE YEA
I think Dr Borrmann (“Relocatability and Tom Pittman
the Long Branch,” page 26, October 1977 POB 23189
BYTE) used the right word when he said he San Jose CA 95153 Full file sort for variable length records,
was ““fooling with the stack pointer.” Using arbitrary length key(s). Ascending or

the stack pointer as a general data pointer is descending order.

bad programming practice; when the system
uses NM| interrupts for real time clock main-

tenance it is simply intolerable. In this case . i $

it is not even particularly necessary: the Slngle ke.y 95
same two subroutines can be implemented . $

in a stack-safe way for only eight more Multl-key 145

bytes, as follows:

Label OpCode  Operand Commentary Runs on 16K or larger system. Uses all

LONGBS STX XSTOR [save X for later] available memory.
DES make room for copy of return
DES
TSX point to it in X
PSHA save A on stack FlLE INDEX
LDAA 3 X low byte of return address ;
STAA 15X Produce cross-index of file names
ADDA #2 point to actual return sorted alphabetically across all diskettes
STAA 3.X in a collection.
LDAA 2.X high byte of return
STAA 0.X
ADCA  #0 finish add $45
STAA 2,X
BRA BPUSH skip over start of LONGBR

LONGBR STX XSTOR '
PSHA

BPUSH PSHB save b on stack
TSX point to top of stack in X
LDAA 3.X get address of offset . . . T i . s
LDAB 2% Y o ALE o order or for more infarmation, write
LDX 2,X also into X,
ADDA 1.X so to add offset
ADCB 0,X to its address
Rothenbe
STAA 3.X put sum there INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC.
STAB 2.X
PULB restore saved A&B
PULA 260 Shorid: s 3
LDX XSTOR Brestors ok X1 260 Sheridan Avenue
RET [go to address] Palo Alto, CA 94306

(415) 324-88¢
Dr Borrman illustrated a very good idea i

with a poor program. However, it was a good
article, bringing to people’s attention the

Pl id CP/M Serial #
fact that the 6800 alone of all popular S PICHYRE

California purchasers add Sales Tax

processors is capable of self-relocatable code. Pre-paid only. Immediate delivery.
Something that Dr Borrmann perhaps did

not notice is that the subroutine LONGBS Dealer inquiries invited

(and its chain of BRA stepping stones) is

superfluous. At least where the subroutines *CP/M s a trademark of Digital Research
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BSR
BRA
BSR
FDB

LINKn

EXITn

SAVEIT

INIT
FIRST

are to be included in the program, it is
probably more economical to do the sub-
routine calls this way:

LINKn [instead of JSR LONGBS]

EXITn [jump over linkage]

LONGBR [or JSR if LONGBR is in monitor]
SUBR-* [relative address of subroutine]

There is also the technique of using the
indexed addressing mode with JMP or JSR
when X is not needed in the call itself. Once
in the program you compute the address of
the first of a dense block of subroutines.
Then each time you need one, the following
linkage is used (notice that LONGBR is not
needed):

LDX AFIRST
JSR SUB-FIRST, X

=address of first subroutine

The easiest way to compute the address
of FIRST is to jump to a BSR just before it
as shown next:

BRA INIT (part of initialization)

PULA get high byte

STAA AFIRST save it in RAM

PULA now low byte

STAA AFIRST+1

L (continue with main program)
SAVEIT push address onto stack

BSR
: (first subroutine)

If every subroutine knows its stack depth,
you can leave the return address generated at
INIT on the stack, then use the following
calling sequence:

TSX point to stack

LDX depth,X get saved address of FIRST
JSR SUBR-FIRST, X

Of course these will not work if you need
the index register to pass an argument to the
subroutine.®

More On Varistors:
A Supplier of Some Note
Comments

William G Morris

General Electric Research
and Development

POB 8

Schenectady NY 12301

| don’t know which brand of varistor
Stephen Sorger of W N Phillips Inc (Letters,
April 1978 BYTE) was using when he
experienced ‘‘aging,” thermal ‘“runaway,”
and a "fire hazard,” but it certainly was not
a General Electric GE-MOVR varistor. As
a typical example, the V130LA10 GE-MOV
varistor will run at full rating to 85°C
ambient, which is 15°C greater than Intel
specifies as maximum temperature for the
8080. This varistor also exhibits an observed
failure rate of less than 0.2% per 1000 hours
during accelerated testing at 100 °C ambient.

The reader should be reminded that tran-
sient suppression is essential to reliable
operation of microprocessor systems, par-
ticularly in industrial environments, but also
in hobby applications. Varistors continue to
represent the most cost effective method of
achieving transient suppression.

The V130LA10 GE-MOV varistor, which
can be used directly on 110 VAC lines, is
available for $1 to $2 from most industrial
electronics suppliers. Additional information
is available from General Electric Company,
Electronics Park, Syracuse NY [3201.m
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$95 Stand Alone Video Terminal

R i | E ;*‘ :# it i-l: iz 43 : = : 'r ._;" [

fii"-["|.‘l_';-‘|!'ril' characters

al ASCII or BAUDOT with multiple Baud rates

$157 Kit (Partial Kit $95)
ith serolling and pag
supply

tu

XITEX CORP. P.0O. Bo
T (@ Phone (214) 3¢

dealer inquiries
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Book Reviews

Instant Freeze-Dried Computer
Programming in BASIC

by ferald R Brown

Dymax, POB 310, Menlo Park CA 94025
$6.95

How quickly the personal computer
owner trades the student’s notebook for
the teacher’s chalk. Says the friend, ‘‘Neat,
you got a computer. How do you get it to
do X or Y?" Or you modestly back yourself
into a corner: ‘“‘Programming isn’t hard. |
could teach you BASIC in a few hours.”
In my case it was a deal with my neighbor’s
recent high school graduate to teach him
programming in return for his doing some
of my more routine programming chores.
But however you got the teaching job,
Instant Freeze-Dried Computer Program-
ming in BASIC is in my opinion an inter-
esting, involving and entertaining text you
can use to ease the teaching task.

The book resembles a half inch thick
collection of BASIC oriented flashes that
somehow escaped from the pages of Ripley's
Believe It or Not. We see the scene of the
keyboard LET fading into the sunset beyond
the hills, captioned by “And so, in the name
of Efficiency and Ease, the LET was
banished forever from Statementland. . ..”
Throughout each page the student is ex-
horted to either read the explanatory text,
or, more often, ‘‘do it"": the signal for you to
actually type out one of the hundreds of
brief examples on your waiting terminal.
The layout is designed to be both a text
and a practical workbook. For example,
immediately after you learn to loop with the
GOTO statement, half inch type warns you
to “WAIT! STOP! HALT! CEASE!
DESIST!"” before running, so the saving
properties of the Control-C can be explained
to keep you from the terror of the infinite
loop.

The examples are so clear that not even a
computer could complain of ambiguities.
The actual keys punched are pictured using
the standard key markings of the ASR-33
Teletype. The printed listing for each
example explains why you typed this and
why the computer typed that.

Besides being an excellent teaching text,
the book has thé two necessities that make
it a handy manual to keep forever, plus
several bonuses. The necessities are a set of
concise summary boxes at appropriate spots
throughout the text gaudily surrounded by
polka dots; and a good index that not only

tells you where the concept is taught, but
the precise location of the summary box.
The bonuses are the examples chosen by the
author: a broad set of games, pictures,
string techniques and useful business pro-
grams, all indexed and ready to run.

The dialect of the BASIC taught is both a
strength and a weakness of the text. Altair
8 K BASIC, revision 3.2 (essentially the
same as DEC BASIC Plus), is that ubiquitous
version that started so many of us hackers
off in BASIC and served us so well. But
revision 4.0 is now out, and, especially in its
extended version, it far surpasses 3.2 8 K
BASIC in flexibility and power. But of
course, the further you go from standard
BASIC the more machine dependent you
become. For the beginner, or those writing
for a variety of interpreters, Brown's choice
was a wise one.

All said, /nstant Freeze-Dried Computer
Programming in BASIC is the most painless
and involving text for that language yet on
the market.

Jay P Lucas
3409 Saylor PI
Alexandria VA 22304 m

Address Correction

David Clapp, who re-
viewed Z-80 Programming
Manual by MOSTEK (fune
1978 BYTE, page 118) has
changed his address to:
POB 501, Streetsboro OH
44240.m

SOFTWARE
SYSTEMS SPECIALISTS

Circle 373 on inquiry card.

Growth corporation has immediate openings AT
ALL LEVELS for candidates with a BS or MS in
Engineering/Science and a background in the follow-
ing areas:

® Microprocessors ® Minicomputers
® Real Time Systems ® Operating Systems
= Event-Driven Applications  ® Diagnostic Programming

= 8080 Assembler, PLM

TECHNICON is the industry leader in the manu-
facture of State-of-the-Art automated laboratory
instruments. Located in suburban NY, we provide
a professional working environment, along with
competitive salaries and a full range of company-
paid benefits. Send resume including salary history
in confidence to:

Manager, Technical Staffing

Tomorrow’s Technology Today

|||||| Technicon

Tarrytown, N.Y. 10591

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F
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BYTEs Bits

Portia Isaacson to Edit New Book Series

Announcements in BYTE's Bits are
usually confined to products and services
rather than details of who is doing what
in the personal computing industry. We
could never hope to find room to print
all the people oriented press releases
that come our way every month. Be-
cause of the contributions she has made
to personal computing, however, we are
making an exception here to report
that Portia lIsaacson has now joined
book publisher Prentice-Hall as series
editor and advisor for the firm's new
Personal Computing Book Series.

Dr lIsaacson is currently chairperson
of the ACM Special Interest Group in
Personal Computing, editor of a monthly
“Personal Computing” column in Data-
mation, acting president of the Com-
puter Retailers Association, an Elec-
tronic Data System fellow, and co-
owner of the Micro Store. Named
as an honorary fellow of the Asso-

ciation of Computer Programmers and
Analysts in 1977, she also chaired
the 1977 National Computer Confer-
ence. Dr lsaacson has been associated
with Textron, Lockheed Electronics,
and Xerox Corporation and is a former
university professor. She will author
the first book in the Personal Computing
Series, The Microcomputer in Business.®

Heard on a BOMB Card

“If this feedback helps you why is
this card not postage paid? | really do
not know why | putastamp on this every
month. You really do not want this card
back, do you?"'

Why does anyone write a letter to the
editor? It costs a minimum of $.13 and
has no guaranteed or measurable result
for the sender. Formalized rating feed-
back is quite adequately provided by
those readers who are opinionated
enough to return a filled out BOMB
card. If we received as much as 10% of
the 135,000 or so cards mailed with the
May 1978 BYTE, the analysis would re-
quire a nearly full-time person. By pro-
viding the filter of requiring a person to
back his or her opinion with a stamp, the
numbers are kept within manageable
limits. . .CH®

At the suggestion of a reader, this
emergency equipment now hangs on a
certain editor’s wall at BYTE. The hexa-
decimal abacus was created by Blaise
Liffick, and the now obsolete scientific
and engineering calculator at one time
was the primary computer of yours
truly. . .CH®

BYTE’s Bugs

$-100 BUS COMPATIBLE. The EMM 1104 single card plug-in memory has
been field tested and proven in a variety of systems including the Poly 88,
IMSAI, MITS, COMPAL-80, TLD and CREMENCO. 16K BYTES ON A CARD.
Convenient plug-in card, fully burned-in, tested and guaranteed by one of
the industry's largest memory suppliers. NMOS STATIC RAM. The 4K
static RAMs have been proven in applications ranging from single chip

memories to IBM 370 add-on systems. They are fast,

DeMorgan Gets Half-Bombed

An error appeared in one of the defi-
nitions of DeMorgan’s two laws in Dan
Bunce's “Some Musings On Boolean
Algebra” (February 1978 BYTE, page
26, second paragraph). The last sentence
of the paragraph should read: “Figure 3a
also gives us the other law, p \/ q =
p A q."” Thanks go to Steve Shade,
Lehigh University, Bethlehem PA 18015,
for spotting this error.®

reliable, and no refresh cycle is required.
See your dealer, or contact us for complete information.

S-100 Bus Compatible Memory
16K bytes on a card
NMOS static RAM

Microbot Bug

A minor bug appeared in listing 1 of
John Webster's ‘“Robot Simulation on
Microcomputers” (April 1978 BYTE,
page 136). The assembler code at address
0017 should read: “LX| B, 0AQ40H"
instead of “LXI B, 0AO04H."” The hex
code listing is correct as it stands.™

Correction

The address for Pickles and Trout on
page 51 of Dan Fylstra’s “The Radio
Shack TRS-80: An Owner's Report”
(April 1978 BYTE, page 49) should
Commercial Memory Products, a Division of Electronic Memories & Magnetics Corp. read: Pickles and Trout, POB 1206,
12621 Chadron Avenue * Hawthorne, California 980250 * Telephone (213) 644-9881 Goleta CA 93017, (805) 967-9563. Our
apologies to Messrs Pickles and Trout.®

Circle 132 on inquiry card.
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Programming

Ouickies

Beating North Star—
MITS Incompatibility

Alan R Miller
New Mexico Tech
Sorocco NM 87801

If you have a North Star floppy disk and
you want to use it to load MITS extended
BASIC, there may be a slight problem. The
North Star disk operating system requires
2.5 K bytes of memory starting at hexadeci-
mal address 2000, MITS extended BASIC
also uses this same area. The solution is sim-
ple: load BASIC in the old way (cassette or
paper tape), but don't start it up. Next, load
the 23 byte automove program in listing 1
at hexadecimal 4000. Use it to relocate
BASIC at hexadecimal 4020. Jump to hexa-
decimal E900 and reload the disk operating
system. Finally save the combination auto-
move and BASIC (hexadecimal 4000 to
7FFF for version 4.0; hexadecimal 4000 to
6FFF for earlier versions) on the North Star
disk with file name MBASIC.

When you want to load MITS BASIC
from disk, type GO MBASIC and the disk
will copy BASIC into memory above the
disk operating system and jump to the auto-
load routine. This routine will in turn copy
BASIC into its proper location, then jump to
it. The disk operating system will, of course,
be overlaid by BASIC. When you're through
with BASIC, jump to the disk bootstrap to
recopy the disk operating system back into
memory. With BASIC versions 4.0 and
above, type:

DEFUSR=&HE900: X = USR(9)
[carriage return].

For earlier versions type:

POKE 65,0: POKE 66,233: X =
USR(9) [carriage return].m

fHEADER FROGRAM TO MOVE BASIC OVER NORTH STAR DDS

L
iPROGRAMMED BY ALAN R. MILLER

iNEW MEXICO TECHs SOCORRO» NM 98901, 505-835-5619

BASIC EQU 4020H #START OF UPFER BLOCK
BASEND EQU 7FFFH +END OF UFPER BLOCK
BEGIN EQU ] #START OF LOWER BLOCK
P

4000 210000 START: LXI H+BEGIN iDESTINATION ADDRESS

4003 112040 LXI D,BASIC #START OF UFPER

4006 OIFF7F LXI B+rBASEND FEND OF UPFPER

4009 1A NEXT: LDAX D +GET BYTE FROM UFFER ELOCK

400Aa 77 HOV MrA iFUT IN LOWER BLOCK

4008 23 INX H # INCREMENT FOINTERS

400C 13 INX n

4000 79 MOV ArC #CHECKR FOR END

400E 93 SUE #SUBTRACT LOWS

400F 78 MOV ArRB

4010 94 SHE D +SUBTRACT HIGHS

4011 D20%40 JNC NEXT sCONTINUE IF NOT DONE

4014 C30000 JMF BEGIN iDONE» START FROGRAM

Listing 1: Program to move previously relocated MITS BASIC back where it
belongs when using a North Star floppy disk. To move the original program,
the parameters must be changed. BASIC must be set to hexadecimal 0000,

BASEND to 3FFF, and BEGIN to 4020.

phone circuit.

Those of us who live on the North American continent
are blessed with an incredible non-natural resource
consisting of a gigantic web of tiny copper wires linking
virtually all of our homes and businesses together into
tha g i ns network in history.
The Bell System and over 1600 independent
telephone companies have been stringing wires
and microwaves nearly everywhere for up to
100 years. Now, the 80-103A Data
Communications Adapter brings
this amazing network to
5-100 Micro
Computers.

modem / 'mo * dem / [ modulator
+ demodulator] n - s : a device for
transmission of digital information
via an analog channel such as a tele-

The

80-103A Data
Communications
Adapter is more than
just a modem. It is a complete
data communications sub-system
combining on a single S-100 board
functions which formerly required a

modem, an automatic calling unit, and serial
and parallel interfaces. This fully programmable
unit gives you ity never before ble at such

a low cost. Fully assembled, tested, and burnad in with
full documentation and our standard 80 day warranty, the
B80-103A is available at retail computer stores across the country
for only 279.85,

D.C. Hayes Associates Inc.

P.O. BOX 9884 » ATLANTA, GA. 30319 = (404) 231-0574

Distributed in Canada by TRINTRONICS LIMITED, Toronto

.
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Continued from page 11

RSX-11 and DOS-11
same editor and can testify to the useful-
ness of the scope support features built
into the newer versions.
through a rather large amount of hassle
with DEC to get the software for RT11
(pricing is never very clear), but the
result is fairly worthwhile.
ever get a version of TECO running, |
have an ELIZA demo that runs in it, just
to show you a bit of what can be done
with an editing language.

Glenn C Everhart

Maple Shade N ) 08052

IS THERE ANY CP1600 INTEREST?

Have any of your multitude of read-
ers expressed an interest in the General

Instrument CP1600

GIMINI microcomputer?
interested in this processor ever since
its development and would
communicate with others on the subject.
| was recently talking to one of the
people at General Instrument's Hicksville
plant and he was telling me about their
latest offering, which is a single card
32 K byte (addressed as 16 K words)

variants of the

implementation of this processor in-
cluding read only memory operating sys-
tem. This card is to be, in most cases,
available as a fully assembled, burned in
and tested card for original equipment
manufacturer type applications. He also
said that it might be possible to discuss a
hobbyist type kit, unassembled, perhaps
with fewer chips and capabilities and
also less expensive. | would like to hear
from anyone else who is interested in
this powerful 16 bit processor (which
uses a very PDP-11 like instruction set)
and possibly talk again to General Instru-
ment about interest in the hobbyist kit
version.

Brian D McCullough
Site 9, Box 37

RR2

Sherwood Park, Alberta
CANADA T8A 3K2

MULTIPROCESSORS
ARE BECOMING
EASIER TO DESIGN

The article, “The Intelligent Memory
Block” by K Castleman in the March
1978 BYTE, page 186, was an interest-
ing and an enlightening system design
concept. However, his premise that the
current development of multiprocessing

$7.95

T.Y. CROWELL

10 East 53rd St.,

COMIPUTIER
CAPIZIRS

Thomas Whiteside

“Anyone contemplating a life in strictly modemn crime
or who is worried about those who are should read
Thomas Whiteside’s guide.” —JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH

An alternate selection of Book-of-the-Month,
Fortune, and Macmillan Book Clubs,

New York, NY 10022

From the acclaimed New Yorker series
—now expanded for book publication.

2nd printing before publication.
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systems is lagging is no longer relevant.
This is because of the mechanisms on
many new microprocessors.

National's 8060 and Motorola's 6801
and 6809, for example, have the neces-
sary on-the-chip hardware for bus access
control. This allows for two or more
microprocessors to be interconnected
to perform different tasks on a time and
memory share basis. Intel's new 16 bit
microprocessor, 8086, is interesting
because of its software control feature
in multiprocessor applications. A special
1 byte prefix attached to any instruction
can compel the processor to assert a bus
lock signal for the duration of the
instruction operation, thereby allowing
processors to share resources. By using
these new microprocessors the memory
block can now be intelligent but with
a lot less hardware and timing strin-
gency.

John C Peterson
Jet Propulsion Lab
Pasadena CA 91103

FOR SOME,
HIGH PRICE=NO SALE

Thank you very much for your
editorial “Don’t Ignore the High End
.or My Search for Manuscript
Editing Paradise’” which appeared in the
March 1978 BYTE, page 6.

| feel compelled to write to you
because my thinking has been parallel
to yours on this same topic and for the
Very same reasons.

| started out with the idea that elec-
tric typewriters have been around for
many years; there is a market for them
and the manufacturers have been able
to make profits.

These days we have a lot of very
good and very cheap electronics so that
it seems reasonable to expect electric
typewriters with inbuilt memories and
editing capabilities at reasonable prices.
The price would also be increased by
video displays and magnetic tape storage
devices, but | do not expect that it
would be anywhere near the $8000
which you mention. The potential
market for reasonably priced goodies
may well include all those people around
the wvarious university campuses who
type and retype dissertations, thou-
sands of articles for publication in
journals (including BYTE) and term
papers. If | could get one with insert
and delete capabilities for around $700
| would go out tomorrow morning and
get one right away. But that day seems
to be rather remote at present.

Philip S Barker
59 Acadia Bay
Winnipeg Manitoba
CANADA R3T 31

There Is a bit of a difference between
an output peripheral (the typewriter)
and a complete computer system with
soft copy displays, magnetic auxiliary
storage and lots of memory.



620/L VARIAN COMPUTER
INFORMATION AND PARTS NEEDED

We have a VARIAN 620/L which has
been loaned to our computer center by
one of our teachers. We are writing to
find out if there are any readers of your
publication who can help us locate
additional plug in boards, either stuffed
or unstuffed, for this machine so that
we can make more effective use of it.
We would appreciate hearing from any-
one who may be willing and able to help
with any aspect of this machine.

Norman Lee, Asst Prof
Electronics-EDP

College of The Albemarle
Elizabeth City NC 27909

DRAMA REQUIRES SPEECH
AS WELL AS ACTION

| was delighted to see the article by
Gerrard, Ghent, Hemsath and Seawright

(June 1978 BYTE, page 153) describing °

a simple modification to the Processor
Technology VDM board which results
in a greatly enhanced graphics capability
for the small computer user.

It may be of interest to a number of
readers that this same modification is
also quite useful for displaying and
editing the control parameters for the
Computalker Model CT-1 Speech Syn-
thesizer. With a vertical resolution of
208 lines, it is possible to display up to
three CT-1 parameters simultaneously
with 6 bits resolution on each. The
horizontal resolution of 64 is sufficient
to see more than % second of speech
data at a time, plenty of display for good
editing.

We are currently exploring the
possibilities of using such a graphics
display in connection with a digitizer
pad, which will make it much easier
to produce good quality speech output
with the Computalker board.

Lloyd Rice, partner
Computalker Consultants
POB 1951

Santa Monica CA 90406
(213) 392-5320

WORD OF A BETTER SORT

As a computer science major inter-
ested (when | find the time) in getting
into personal computing, | enjoy reading
BYTE. In general, the material is worth-
while and educational, but in your April
1978 issue | was greatly disappointed to
find one of the worst methods for
sorting an array of items that | have ever
seen published. Rene Pittet's algorithm,
presented in “Programming Quickies,”
page 148, is a slow variant of the ubiqui-
tous bubble sort. | am writing this letter
to inform your readers that there are
much better sorting methods around,
including some no more difficult to code
or to understand.

A well known method (which is

about four times as fast as the one Pittet
presented) is called straight insertion
sort. To understand how it works, ob-
serve that at the beginning of each
iteration of the FOR-NEXT loop, the
first I-1 elements of the array are already
in sorted order. The body of the loop
merely inserts the Ith element into its
correct position in that initial sorted
segment. My code segment, which
follows, replaces the actual sorting part
of Pittet's code.

Insertion sort is probably the method
of choice when less than 30 items are
being sorted — it is easy to write and to
debug and incurs very little overhead.
However, it can be shown that the
amount of time required to sort N items
using this algorithm is proportional to
N*N. Thus, if sorting ten items take 100
units of time, 1000 items will take about
10000 units of time! Many algorithms
exist which require an amount of time
proportional to N times the logarithm of
N. | refer the interested reader to a
book, which all hobbyists should read
anyway, by Kernighan and Plauger:
Software Tools. They describe the quick-
sort algorithm, the generally recognized
method of choice in a wide variety of
applications. Mathematically inclined
readers who want to know “everything
you ever wanted to know’’ about sorting
(and searching) should refer to The Art

171 WER STRAIGHT INSERTION SURT: PJTS THE ELEAER1S

172 BEA A(1) THROODGA A (W) INTO ASCENDING ORDER.

173 RER I: LOOP COUNTER - ELERENT OF A4 TO BE
17a RER INSERTED SEIT

175 RER J: LOOF COUNTER USED TO SEARCH FOR AN

17a RER ELERENT LESS THAW K

177 REA E: [=A{I)) THE WUABER (“REY™) BEING INSERTED

180 PUR I = 2 YO N

190 K = A(D)

200 J = I-1

205  REM MHILE A(J) > K

2 IF A(J) <= K THER 250
220 AN = Ay
210 d =3 =1

235  FEM UNTIL J = O
%0 IF J > 0 THER 20%
2450 Afde1) = K

260 . WRIT I

of Computer Programming, Volume 3:
Sorting and Searching, by Donald E
Knuth.

Neal D McBurnett
POB 4173

Brown University
Providence Rl 02912

WHY NOT JUST USE THE PHONE?

| was pleased with Mike Wilber's
article on CIE standards (“CIE NET:
Part 1, The Beginnings” February
1978 BYTE, page 14) and look forward
to seeing more in the same vein. How-
ever, | was not equally taken with Jeff
Steinwedel’s article (“Personal Com-
puters in a Communications Network”
February 1978 BYTE, page 80) on the

HOBBYISTS! ENGINEERS! TECHNICIANS! STUDENTS!

graphics on your TV set and
very first night—even if you've never used a computer before!

ELF Il......RCA COSMAC

Write and run machine Ianuuaal rrourams at home, display video
esign mlcmpmcessor circuits—the

microprocessor/mini

COMPUTER

ELECTRONICS

Stoy luli about computers and got your hands on ene! ELF Il
““"‘"‘: 16 an ohtstan ..mmrf" 1 anyons whe needs 1o use a computer
m‘ﬂ.‘ 1 to maximize his or I« personal otfuctivensss. But ELF Il isn't just a

trainer. Expanded, it can become the heart of a powerful computer
system "r“l of solving sophisticated business, industrial, scientific and parsonal
'Ilnam problems. ELF Il also includes the new Pixie Graphics chip that lats you display

256 tof iduo menit Easy instructio
A Short Course On e e
Microprocessor And assombled in 2 single avening and you'll still have time to run programs including games,

Computer Programmlng video graphics, etc. before going to bed!

Written For A ! Minimal Background N
Why spend a small fortune on a personal computor without = mm e me SEND TODAY! == o= o e _'
knowing how to wis its advanced capabilities? Wa'll teach you ® NETRONICS R&D LTD., Dept. BY-7 {203) 354-9375
how ke ELF Il respond to your needs, without waiting for I 333 Litchfield Road, NW Milford, CT 0677,
ulnl o develop the software. You Isarn, in non-technical o YES' I Rant i run Dgﬂﬂ?s St homa i nmmom (599,95 pius §3

, sach of ELF I's 81 instructions so you'll understand
e L con ... nd bow 1 g0 LF ) 0 do 1. s Yot i e e % 2 SRS A odutend oy L5 X

chance to master an advanced personal computer quickly and
painlessly, aven if you've naver used a computer bafora! I [0 $4.95 for-Short Course on N & Computer P l
[ ELF i connects to the video input of your TV set If you pteierrn connect ELF Ii to your I

SPECIFICATIONS antenna terminals instead, enclose $8 95 for RF unounw
ELF Il faatures an RCA COSMAC COS/MOS B-bit microprocesser £3$39 .95 plus $2 p&h for ELF GIANT BOARD™ kit e
sy S L s Lt | 5 S S nn i,

o dig [] o 5 (Kluge) Board
slot ||AI| axpansion bus (less connecters), stable m:tlrcllcl l (n] 531 95 plus 52 o&h for e-;-m'on Po\:er Supply kit
for timing purposes and a double-sided, plated-through PC board 86-pin connectors at $5 70 ea
:1|‘It RCA lito“ ll?'t IC to display any sagment of memory on 2 ' 5] :ﬁl gss g'uglﬁlp?h for ASCH Keyboard kit

80 monitor or TV screen. o iny BASIC cassette -
EXPANSION OPTIONS ol unl my ELF 11 wired and tested with the power transformer, RCA 1802

ELF 1 GIANT BOARD™ with cassatte /0, RS 232-C/TTY /0, b-bit P [ User Wanual 'St Course on Micrprocesor & Compute Pogram:
/0, docoders for 14 separate /D instructions and a system I
monitor/editor 4k Static RAM. Addressable to any 4k page
Ilt  Prototype (Kluge) Beard accepts upto 36 IC's @ hll pla
-pin connector » ar»m Powar Supply (Not required ual

I“ ng 4k RAM) = All of the above PC boards plag dlrlctl: into EL( I

I's expansion bus.

ELF Il TINY BASIC s
Commands include SAVE, LOAD, £, x, +, ( ), 26 variables A-1,
LET. IF/THEN, INPUT, PRINT, 60 TO, GO SUB, RETURN, END, REM,
CLEAR, LIST RUN, PLOT, PEEK, POKE. Comes fully documented. (4k 8 STATE
memory required.) | —— T Inqulrl- |mm¢| [ —— ]

mlq fot $149.95 plus $3 p&h. I
Total enclosed (Conn. res. add tax) § [ Check here if you are enclosing
Money Order or Cashier's Check to expedite shipment
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How to say
low-cost data tablet/digitizer
in two words.

™

Bit Pad is the low-cost digitizer for small computer
systems. Better than a joystick or keyboard for entering
graphic information, it converts any point on a page, any
distance into its digital equivalents. It's also a menu for
data entry. You assign a value or an instruction to any
location on the pad. At the touch of a stylus, it's entered
into your system.

Who can use it? Anyone from the educator and the
engineer to the hobbyist and the computer games
enthusiast. The data structure is byte oriented for easy
compatibility with small computers, so you can add a
power supply, stand alone display, cross-hair cursor
and many other options.

Bit Pad by Summagraphics. The leading manufac-
turer of data tablet digitizers. Bit Pad. The only words
you need to say when considering digitizers.

INEEE

ion
35 Brentwood Ave., Box 781, Fairfield, CT 06430
Phone(203) 384-1344. TELEX 96-4348
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use of RF in a data exchange network.
His generalities do no justice to the
enormous technical, political and finan-
cial complexity of such a system. It is
unfortunate that someone who must
know guite a bit on this subject would
author oversimplifications which could
lead less well informed persons to believe
that such a system is really a practical
option.

Anyone who plans to propose that
the FCC allocate 1 MHz of precious
VHF or UHF spectrum for a short haul,
fixed, unattended, personal radio
communication service should be pre-
pared to be laughed out of Washington.
First, just where does Mr Steinwedel
suggest that this 1 MHz come from:
amateurs, government, broadcasters?
Don’'t count on it! The fact is that
there is nothing like a 1 MHz block
available below 900 MHz. Second, all
services are allocated frequencies on the
basis of international standards and
demonstrated need. How can anyone
demonstrate the need for a frequency
hungry radio network to link homes
around town so we can all play Star Trek
together? How would he reply when
asked, “Why not just use the phone?”
Third, Mr Steinwedel totally ignores
the high cost of such a system. This is
probably due to the fact that amateurs
don’t have to pay first class technicians
to maintain their equipment. Why do
you think the cost of mobile telephone
is so high? Finally, the suggestion that
the FCC would authorize this service
to employ totally unsupervised trans-
mitters exhibits unfamiliarity with one
of the prime principles of FCC regu-
lation. That is, who is going to pull the
plug when the thing gets stuck in trans-
mit mode? Every chapter of the FCC
Rules and Regulations expounds on this
principle at length under the heading of
“Operator Requirements.” The cases
where the FCC has authorized totally
unsupervised transmitters are so few as
to not be worth noting. In short, why
don’t you just use the phone?

| don’t want to give the impression
that | am totally against digital radio
communications. It is fine by me if
amateurs wish to combine hobbies. |
personally would love to help set up an
intercity tropo or satellite link for CIE
use. However, | would not be so bold as
to suggest that it would be cheaper than
“Ma Bell.”

Anyone who wishes to explore the
possibilities of digital exchange and
calling by radio should obtain a copy of
the [International Telecommunications
Union CCIR Study Group 8 Draft
Recommendation #493 which proposes
some international standards for similar
systems. | would also suggest that any-
one interested in writing CIE standards
should first take a long look at standards
accepted by the ITU and other organi-
zations so that international compati-
bility can be maintained.

Donald R Newcomb
819 Bayou Blvd
Pensacola FL 325038



College
Sports Report

Grinnell Wins Second Midwest
Regional Programming Competition

Grinnell College of Grinnell 1A barely
nosed out DePauw University of Green-
castle IN in the Second Midwest Re-
gional Programming Competition held at
Taylor University, Upland IN, April 1
1978. The host team, Taylor, finished
third and Wabash College of Crawfords-
ville IN was fourth. Grinnell’s 2 person
team led by Scott Parker of Champaign
IL and sponsored by Prof Mark Grundler
defeated DePauw's squad by only three
points in the 4 person, 4 hour competi-
tion using Taylor University's DEC time-
sharing system. However Evansville Uni-
versity used their IBM 360 over tele-
phone lines for the competition.

Each team had only one 300 charac-
ter per second printing terminal on
which to write, test and debug their pro-
grams. A team of six judges led by chief
judge Bruce Gaff of Plycom Industries
(Plymouth IN) and Jere Truex (Upland
IN) reviewed the solutions written in
BASIC and indicated if the solutions
were correct or incorrect. The scoring
method included the number of prob-
lems, the time required to complete the
solution, and the number of judged runs
submitted.

The four problems posed included
writing check amounts in words, screen-
ing inaccurate data from an electronic
instrument for accuracy, connecting
pairs of points in a geometric plane, and
retrieving prices from descriptions in a
catalog.

Although 14 teams from seven mid-
western states were expected, schedule
changes and other factors caused some
teams to miss the competition. In addi-
tion to the four teams already men-
tioned, others competing were the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin/Platteville, Asbury
College of Kentucky, plus Grace College
and Rose-Hulman Institute from Indiana.

Next year the Midwest Region will
be held at Rose-Hulman or Taylor Uni-
versity. It is hoped that a National
BASIC competition between regional
champions will be held at a later date.
Taylor University had two freshmen on
their third place team and other schools
had freshmen participating also, so it is
anticipated that next year's competition
will be even more strongly contested.

Taylor's young team included senior
Steve Olsen from Wyckoff NJ, junior
Mark Tomlin of West Milton OH, plus
freshmen David Woodall of Marengo IL
and Stan Rishel of Kalamazoo MI. The
alternate members were freshmen Cory
Waller of Franklin Lakes N] and Mark
Collins of Indianapolis, who missed the
competition because of illness.m

DATALYZER ... a 24 channel
Logic Analyzer for your S100 B_g_s

24 Channel LOGIC ANALYZER, complete with 2 cards and 3 sets of probes.

Features

— 24 channels with 256 samples each.
— Display of disassembled program flow.

— Dual mode operation — external mode analyses any external logic
system. Internal mode monitors users data and address bus.

— Selectable trigger point anywhere in the 256 samples.

— 0-16 bit trigger word format or external qualifier.

— BMHz sample rate

— Synchronous clock sample with coincident or delayed clock mode.
— User defined reference memory.

— Displays and system control through keyboard entry.

— TTL Logic level compatible (15 pf and 15 pa typical input loading.)

I
i

iETEw resSreeaw

Displays in Binary Displays in Hex Display of disassembled

program flow.

The DATALYZER

Designed to plug easily into your S-100 Bus, the DATALYZER is a
complete system —— for only $595 .Display of disassembled program
flow is a standard feature, not an extra. And the low price includes 30
logic probes, so you can hook up immediately, without additional
expense.

The DATALYZER is available in kit form ($595), and as a fully
assembled device on two PCB's ($695). Operators’ manual $7.560. A
substantial warranty, and the Databyte, Inc. commitment to service
make the DATALYZER a worthwhile investment.

7433 Hubbard Avenue
Middleton, Wisconsin 53562
Tel: (608) 831-7666

Databyte, Inc.
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How to Choose a Microprocessor

Lou Frenzel
Heath Company
Benton Harbor M| 49022
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All personal and hobby computers are
microprocessor based. That is, they use a
single processor integrated circuit chip.
One of the most important decisions you
will ever make in purchasing a personal
computer is choosing the type of micro-
processor. The semiconductor manufacturers
have provided computer designers with a
wide range of microprocessing units having
varying degrees of power and sophistication.
As a result, there are at least a half dozen
different processors available in hobby
computers. This wide variety of products
makes your choice somewhat flexible, or
at least it seems that way. In reality, having
so many processor styles to choose from,
your decision becomes much tougher. If
you are a beginner, it may be particularly
difficult to make an intelligent choice. The
purpose of this article is to provide you with
some guidelines in making this important
decision. The emphasis is on how to choose
the best microprocessor for you when pur-
chasing a personal computer.

What’s Available

Below is a list of all of the available
microprocessor architectures and their pri-
mary manufacturers.

Intel 8080, 8085, 8048, 8086
Motorola 6800

MOS Technology 6502

Zilog Z-80, 28000

Signetics 2650

RCA 1802

Fairchild F8, 9440

‘'MOSTEK 3870

Intersil 6100

Texas Instruments 9900

National Semiconductor SC/MP, PACE, 8900
DEC LSI-11

Data General microNova

General Instrument 1600

With this wide variety, is it any wonder
that it is a difficult choice? Yet with all of
these available devices, the choice narrows
down rather quickly when several important
factors are considered. What makes things
even more confusing is the fact that many of
the above microprocessors will undergo
changes and improvements. Semiconductor
manufacturers will also develop and intro-
duce even newer improved microprocessors.
The whole microprocessor business is a
dynamic one. Changes occur almost daily.
The biggest dilemma is not so much the
changes themselves but the rapidity with
which they occur. Today you may make a
decision to use a particular microprocessor
only to find that six months later the choice
is apparently incorrect because a newer,
better, improved device has become avail-
able. There is no complete solution to this
problem. The rapid changes in this field
will continue to occur. For that reason,
you must make a choice and stick with it.
You must attempt to select a device that
has the greatest longevity potential as well
as one that meets the criterion for perform-
ance in your application. You must not let
the rapidly changing technology paralyze
your decision making process. It is best to
choose among the presently available devices
and take your chances with the future. To
obtain the most value from your personal
computing system, you must select a micro-
processor that meets your immediate needs
but offers future potential as well.

Selection Criteria

There are many factors that go into the
process of selecting a microprocessor. You
should consider all of these factors even
though some of them affect you only in-
directly. You should also be influenced by
the factors that ordinarily would interest



only the designer. Below are listed some
of the key elements in choosing a
microprocessor.

Cost

Cost is always a major consideration in
choosing a microprocessor. However, of all
the factors involved, this is one that the user
should be least concerned about. Cost is
primarily the concern of the computer
manufacturer. Most microprocessor inte-
grated circuits are in the same price range;
and the cost of the microprocessor itself is
only a fraction of the overall cost of the
computer system. The cost of memory and
peripherals is far more than the cost of the
processor. Thus for purposes of our dis-
cussion here, cost is irrelevant.

Speed

One of the factors considered in the
evaluation or comparison of computers is
processing speed. This is the rate at which
instructions are executed. While speed is
primarily a function of the clock frequency
and the upper frequency limit of the micro-
processor itself, it is also affected by the
memory speed and the architecture of the
processor. Most modern microprocessors are
not known for their processing speed. After
all, most microprocessors are metal oxide
semiconductor (MOS) circuits which are
inherently slower than bipolar (TTL) cir-
cuits. Over the years great improvements
have been made in the speed of MOS cir-
cuits. The slow P channel” circuits have
been gradually replaced by smaller and
faster “N channel” circuits. Continuing
developments in the N channel process
promise even further improvements in
speed. Speeds approaching bipolar levels are
achievable. If processing speed is the most
important criterion, then bipolar circuits
should be selected over MOS microproc-
essors. Speed is of little or no consideration
in choosing a microprocessor-based personal
computer. Most MOS microprocessors used
in personal computers execute an instruction
within several microseconds which is fast
enough for most applications.

While processing speeds can vary as much
as four to one among MOS microprocessors,
the difference is almost unnoticeable. For

From the machine and assembly
language programmer’s point of view,
the Signetics 2650 processor shown here
is often considered to be a superior
machine. But it has never become popular
in the personal computing field, most
likely because it entered the 8 bit market-
place later than the major contenders.
This photograph was supplied by Sig-
netics.
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The Digital Group leaves out no major microprocessor choice. While
their emphasis is on the Z-80 processor, they cover all bases with options
for 8080, 6800, 6502 and Z-80 processor boards. This photo, supplied by
Digital Group, shows a board which features the 8080 processor.
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The KIM to S-100 bus
Interface/Motherboard

® Combines the power of the 6502 with the flexibility of
the S-100 bus

® Attaches to any unmodified KIM

® Complete interface logic and fully buffered motherboard
in one unit

® On-board regulation of power for KIM

e Eight slots of S-100 compatibility for additional RAM,
Video and 1/O boards, PROM Programmers, Speech
processors. . .

® Includes all parts, sockets for ICs, one 100 pin connector,
and full Assembly/Operating documentation

+ Kit $125, Assembled $165
¢ All units shipped from stock

FORETHOUGHT PRODUCTS
P.O. Box 386-F m
. Coburg, OR 97401 =
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example, most hobbyists use the BASIC
language. The speed of the microprocessor
will definitely determine the length of time
that it takes to execute a program. However,
with an interpretive language such as BASIC,
an order of magnitude difference in execu-
tion speeds is frequently almost unnotice-
able to the user. While it may take 200 us
to execute a program on one computer and
20 us on another, the user is often totally
incapable of recognizing the difference.

The real value of speed comes when your
application requires it. If your applications
involve lengthy, complex mathematical
operations or highly complex real time
functions, speed may be an important con-
sideration. Otherwise, speed is one factor
which you could practically ignore in the
selection of a personal computer. Few per-
sonal computer manufacturers know how to
specify it, let alone mention it.

Computing Power

Computing power is a rather nebulous
designation that refers to the power of the
instruction set and architecture of the com-
puter. Computing power also effectively
involves speed as discussed above. Yet
computing power is far more important
than raw speed in determining the capa-
bilities of a microprocessor.

It is difficult to provide any specific
guidelines for determining whether one
microprocessor is more powerful than
another. However, as a general guideline
there are several factors to look for in
determining which microprocessor has the
greatest power. These factors are: number of
instructions in the instruction set, number of
working registers, and number and type of
addressing modes. Those microprocessors
with the greatest numbers of instructions,
registers, and addressing modes are essentially
the more powerful microprocessors. They
can accomplish more complex operations
in less time than other microcomputers with
lesser characteristics.

It is the wide variation in architectures
which makes the choice of a microprocessor
interesting. In some cases, a superior in-
struction set, more flexible register organiza-
tion and more addressing modes can offset
the superior computing speed of another
microprocessor with a simpler architecture.
There are never any clear cut answers to
the question of which microprocessor is
the most powerful since usually the answer
lies in a specific application. When a partic-
ular application can be defined, the choice
of microprocessor can be optimized. How-
ever, when choosing a microprocessor-based
general purpose computer which must be



useable in a wide range of applications, the
speed and computing power consideration
becomes fuzzy at best.

Second Sources

Another way to assess the value of a
microprocessor is to consider the second
sources. Second source refers to a manu-
facturer other than the original manu-
facturer, producing the same device. When a
semiconductor manufacturer introduces a
new microprocessor, he attempts to capture
as much of the market as possible with
various features and pricing strategies.
However, one of the strategies that works
best is if competing manufacturers choose
to make the same device. These secondary
manufacturers will compete with the pri-
mary manufacturer. Despite this competi-
tion, it is usually the original manufacturer
who benefits from this situation. It provides
alternate sources. The competition creates
pricing advantages. In addition, the relia-
bility of supply is improved. One way to
determine the popularity and widespread
use of a microprocessor is to determine its
second sources. The more second sources
that a device has, the more widely it is used
and the more competitive is the pricing.
Don’t overlook this as a way of choosing a
microprocessor.

Popularity

It may seem almost ludicrous to include
such a general and seemingly meaningless
criterion for selecting a microprocessor as
popularity. Yet this rather inexact factor is
important. Most people tend to want to go
along with the crowd. They want to select
devices that are well known and widely
used by others. For that reason, you cannot
overlook the popularity factor. Most people
feel that a device that is popular and widely
used must have something going for it. This
tends to make their own choice easier. In
effect, they are relying upon the decisions
of many others to back up their own
decision. This is why Chevrolet sells more
cars than any other US manufacturer.
Popularity in computing also has benefits
with regard to availability of software.

The choice of a microprocessor is also
largely emotional. Even though a device may
not have the benefits of software avail-
ability, speed and computing power, the
device may be highly regarded. This may be
because of the reputation of a particular
manufacturer or a particular unique feature.
Many times the features or benefits are per-
ceived rather than real. A strong sales pitch
by a trusted friend or respected source can
also easily sway an individual’s choice. In
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for document preparation - form letters - footnote handling

® The most powerful text formatter available.

® Over 50 commands for easy paging, margin setting
and spacing.

® A formatting language that allows the creation of
macros including variables.

® Page numbering (Arabic or Roman numerals).

® Complete page size control.

® Conditional formatting control.

® Exact title placing. .3q 9
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ATTENTION DISC SYSTEMS USERS

All Ed Smith’s Software Works programs are now available on diskette in Smoke Signal
Broadcasting format

" or diskette media (mini-floppy) order as follows:

MEBAS-D Disc ori Relocating A bler & Link Loader . . A
MEBRS-D Rel Di bler & S d Source Gen ... ... .. .... %4085
MEBASPK Above two programs on single diskette .. ... .................... $86.00
MEBDT-D Disassembler/Trace ... ... ... .. : / ciee. $26.96
MEBSGD Di /Si G -3 : : ceeeaee. $30.95
MEBEP-D Eprom Supporting Relocator P S T R et el e T $25.95
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MEBRL-D Relocate .. .. . S F e — -1 ]
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31,
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A 2k Monitor Disassembler Trace Debugging Tool in EPROM. Use as stand-alone monitor or
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monitor commands (23] you could ever ask for, plus the convenience of a mnemonic dis-
assembler and single stepping dissssembler trace display. Interactive use of single or dual
breakpoint with trace pickup at breakpoint, plus many new monitor functions and sub-
routines, makes this a super tool you will love to work with. Uses location $FBO0 to
$FFFF. Furnished on two 2708's or one 2716. Includes Manual and commented assembly
listing, Specify ACIA locstion snd present monitor in order to keep $AD00 RAM com-

petibility SMITHBUG ON 2708' ......... $60.00
SMITHBUG ON 2716.......... $70.00
NEW PROGRAM

MBB00 EPROM SUPPORT program is an expanded version of the Relocate Program

(MBBRL). It has the additional capability 10 adjust & program in RAM to operate at

her address with Iy ing the gram, as well as the ability to

move a program without any adjustment. With this program, you can assemble and

test programs in RAM, then adjust them for an EPROM operating address and then
block move it to your EPROM burner address.

Order direct by check. Specify system configuration if other than
SwTPCo.California residents add 6% sales tax.

Ed Smith’s

SOFTWARE WORKS

P. O. Box 339
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
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selecting a microprocessor, you are often
buying mystique or potential rather than
real practical computing capability. The
thought of having the newest, best, fastest,
most powerful microprocessor is a strong
selection inducement. While these factors
will no doubt influence you, you should
attempt to be more practical, realistic and
analytical in the selection of a microproc-
essor for your own personal computer.

Documentation

Documentation refers to all of the
written material available for a particular
microprocessor. This includes magazine
articles, books, courses, manufacturers’
literature and any other printed sources.
Good documentation is hard to come by
and often it will make the difference be-
tween failure and success in getting your
system to work. You will get more value
from your own investment if you have
plenty of written sources to refer to and to
help you in applying it. This is particularly
true if you are a beginner. The more sources
of information you have for the micro-
processor, the easier it will be for you to
learn to use it. You should always con-
sider this factor before making your final
decision.

Upwards Compatibility

Upwards compatibility refers to the
future of a given microprocessor. It tends to
indicate that a particular microprocessor will
eventually be upgraded or replaced by a
compatible device. Computer manufacturers
found out early that upwards compatibility
was an extremely important part of their
development and marketing strategy. The
upwards compatibility factor is tied to soft-
ware. Individuals who purchase computers
proceed to develop considerable amounts
of their own application software. If at
a later date they decide to replace that
computer, they must take into consideration
the status of their applications software. If
the replacement computer is upwards com-
patible with the previous computer, their
present software will run on the new com-
puter. Because of the significant amount of
time and money invested in software, the
desirability of upwards compatibility is
extremely important. If an entirely different
microprocessor or computer is selected, it
may be necessary for the users to completely
convert or abandon their present software.
This is highly undesirable since it involves
throwing away a considerable investment.

When considering a microprocessor, you
should examine the concept of upwards
compatibility. Will the microprocessor you



select eventually be replaced and upgraded
by a compatible improvement? If so, it is
probably a good choice. This means that
you will obtain valuable usage from your
present computer but then ultimately up-
grade to a more powerful system at a later
date without any loss of software capability.
Most of the major microcomputer manu-
facturers are quickly learning the importance
of the upwards compatibility concept.

Software

It seems almost unnecessary to mention
the importance of the software factor in
choosing a microcomputer. Even a beginner
quickly learns that the microcomputer
hardware itself is useless without good soft-
ware. This means nol only good systems
software that allows you to develop your
own applications programs, but also the
availability of a wide range of “canned” or
predeveloped programs which can be run on
the computer. Most computer hobbyists
want to write and develop their own pro-
grams. But the value of their systems is
higher if they can also readily obtain other
software that will run on their computers.
All  things considered, software and its
availability is by far the most important
decision making factor in choosing a
Microprocessor.,

There are two software considerations
which you should make. First, how easy is
the microprocessor to understand and
program? Second, how much software is
available for that particular device? In the
first case, the simplicity of the instruction
set and architecture makes a great difference
in learning to use a microcomputer. If the
instruction set is straightforward and the
architecture textbook-like, the microcom-
puter will be easy to program and use. Even
a beginner will learn to use it quickly and
obtain satisfactory results.

In the second case, how much software is
available for the microprocessor? If the
microprocessor is popular and very widely
used, chances are there is a tremendous
amount of software available. Programs are
listed in magazine articles or are available
for sale. Regardless of the source, if software
is available for the microprocessor, then the
choice is a good one. The lack of available
software is a clear indication that the proc-
essor is not widely used and that you will
have to develop most of the software your-
self should you choose it. Software should
be your single most important consideration
in choosing the microprocessor. All other
factors, speed, cost and computing power
are practically irrelevant or at least far less
important than the software consideration.
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(a)

(6)

(c)

FQUINOX_I00

Shown at (a) is the Heathkit H8 computer, which uses the 8080 processor
to provide general purpose computing capability. It is typical of a number of
units based on the popular 8080, Z-80, 6502 or 6800 processor integrated
circuits. Other examples of personal computers include the Cromemco Z-2
(b), and the Equinox 100 (c).
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The Big Four

Of all the microprocessors listed earlier,
four are clearly the most popular and widely
used. It is probably safe to say that these
four devices account for more than 90 per-
cent of all microprocessors used in personal
computing systems. It is strongly recom-
mended that you choose one of these four
devices when selecting your microcomputer.

The microprocessors most widely used in
hobby and personal computers are the 8080,
the 6800, the 6502 and the Z-80 in that
order. You won’t go wrong if you choose
one of these four microprocessors. A con-
siderable amount of software is available for
each and there is evidence to support the
concept of upwards compatibility. Let’s
take a look at each of these devices and
analyze its present capabilities and future
potential.

8080

The Intel 8080 microprocessor was the
first of the second generation 8 bit micro-
processors. Because it was first, it readily
captured a large portion of the 8 bit proc-
essor market. Later second generation
microprocessors such as the 6800 had a
more difficult time in penetrating the mar-
ketplace simply because of the great lead
that Intel held. The 8080 was announced in
1973 and even today despite inroads by
other 8 bit microprocessors, the 8080 is
still “king of the hill.”

While the architecture, speed and com-
puting power of the 8080 are not spectacular
when compared with other chips, it is
nevertheless a useable device. It has proven
its worth and value time and time again
not. only in dedicated industrial cohtrol
applications but also in stand alone general
purpose microcomputers. It is so widely
used and well documented that it is by far
one of the best choices you can make. In
addition, there is more software available for
the 8080 than for any other 8 bit micro-
processor. While exact data is difficult to
obtain, an estimate | have seen claims that
over 60 percent of all 8 bit microprocessors
in use are 8080s.

Another factor that the 8080 has going
for it is that upwards compatible devices
are available. Intel’s new 8085 microproc-
essor is an improved 8080. By using the
8085, you can develop a microcomputer
with greater capabilities than the 8080. The
8085 uses fewer support chips since the
clock and system controller functions nor-
mally required for the 8080 are effectively
built into the 8085. In addition, the 8085
uses a single power supply eliminating the
additional two supplies required by the



8080. An added bonus is that the 8085
operates at a higher speed and has several
more instructions.

Another upwards compatible device for
the 8080 is the well known Z-80. This
device is a newer and more powerful micro-
computer with far greater capabilities than
the 8080. Nevertheless, the Z-80 was de-
signed to include the 8080 instructions so
that software written for the 8080 will also
run on the Z-80. The 8080 instruction set
is in effect a subset of the Z-80 instruction
set. The Z-80 is not only faster but has
nearly twice as many instructions making it
a far more powerful microprocessor. Like
the 8085, the Z-80 requires fewer external
support chips and only a single 5 V power
supply in contrast to the 8080.

Evidence of the popularity of the 8080
can be demonstrated simply by listing the
number of personal computer manufacturers
who use the 8080. A probably incomplete
list of manufacturers of 8080 systems
includes:

Digital Group

E&L Instruments
Equinox

Heath Co (H8)
IMSALI (8080)

MITS (Altair 8800b)
PolyMorphic
Processor Technology
Vector Graphic

There are more 8080 based personal com-
puters than any other type.

Another consideration is the number of
second sources available for the chip itself.
As indicated earlier, the number of second
sources is a clear evidence of the popularity
of a particular microprocessor. Semicon-
ductor manufacturers typically will not
gear up to second source a device unless
there is a large demand and an identifiable
market for that device. A list of suppliers of
the 8080 is given below.

Intel (the original 8080 design)
Advanced Micro Devices
Texas Instruments

National Semiconductor

NEC (Nippon Electric)
Siemens

Again, there are more second sources
for the 8080 than for any other 8 bit
microprocessor.

Another factor to consider is the bus
design associated with the 8080 based micro-
computers. The popular MITS Altair or
S-100 bus is used by most of the manu-
facturers incorporating an 8080. The S-100
bus is in effect an 8080 bus. The signals
defined on that bus are peculiar to the
8080. The S-100 bus over the past several
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MICRO BUSINESS SOFTWARE

AS YOU WOULD EXPECT ON A LARGE COMPUTER
AS YOU WOULD EXPECT TO PAY ON A MICRO

Now available—fast running, professional
business software.

Designed for use with cp/mT-M.
Written in FORTRAN

General Ledger - Designed for CPA’s, generalized, flexible,
200 accounts, 9 levels of totals, current and YTD percentages
on P&L, forces balancing entries, verifies accounts are valid,
multiple postings per period allowed, detail selectable at run
time, I/E total included in Balance Sheet, Year End Pro-
cessing and automatic backup of files.

Payraii = Multistate, three types of local taxes, three perma-
nent and three temporary deductions, prints checks and com-
prehensive stubs, W2's, 941's, allows multiple entry of hours,
can enter data for manually written check, can pay one or all,
salaried or hourly, departmentalized reporting, tax tables
changeable by user, and automatic backup of files.

Accounts Payable and Accounts Receivable un-
der development. Customization and New
Systems available upon request.

G/L, P/R $775 each. A/R, A/P $495 each. Or $2250 for all four.

User’s Manual $15 each.

Engram Associates, Inc.
11601 Rodney Parham Road
Little Rock, Arkansas 72212
501/227-8885
Dealer Inquiries Invited.

Arkansas Residents add 3% sales tax.
Program license agreement required.
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years has become nearly a standard. While
not an official standard, it does neverthe-
less provide the user with a wide choice of
options and accessories for his 8080 based
microcomputer. However, keep in mind that
the Altair bus became a de facto standard by
virtue of being the first widely sold design.
Many manufacturers jumped on the Altair
bus bandwagon when they started because
it had a built-in marketing advantage; this
helped snowball interest in the Altair bus.
While the Altair (5-100) bus is certainly not
an optimum choice, it is strong inducement
to many individuals simply because so many
people are using it and so many accessory
products are available. By choosing an 8080
microprocessor you will no doubt at the
same time be choosing an S-100 bus. That
isn't all bad. Keep in mind, however, that
several 8080 designs on the market do not
use the S-100 bus. Notably these are the
Heathkit and Digital Group designs.

6800

The second most popular and widely used
microprocessor is the Motorola 6800. It was
announced almost a year after the 8080.
Despite its time lag behind the 8080, the
6800 has come from behind to capture a
rather large following. While it is still not as
widely used as the 8080, it is a clear-cut
second place with many followers and
supporters,

The architecture of the 6800 is extremely
simple. It is a classic, almost textbook-like
design. Its instruction set is easy to learn
and understand. And at the same time, it
incorporates a variety of addressing modes.
While it is slightly slower than designs like
the 8080 or Z-80, the 6800 makes up the
lack of speed in its superior instruction set,
architecture and addressing modes.

A wide variety of software has been
developed for the 6800. This software is
widely available to most 6800 users.

The popularity of the 6800 can be illus-
trated by the number of hobby and personal
computer manufacturers using the 6800.
A probably incomplete list of these is
given below.

Southwest Technical Products
(SwTPC 6800)

Wavemate

Electronic Products Associates

MITS (Altair 680b)

Digital Group

Motorola

MSI

Heath Company

A list of second sources for the 6800
chip is given below.

Motorola

American Micro Systems Inc
Fairchild

Hitachi

Unlike the 8080, the 6800 does not
appear at present to offer upwards com-
patibility. It is possible that a more powerful
6800 will be offered in the future. However,
improved versions of the 6800 have been
announced by Motorola. They include
features such as on-chip clock and memory
and higher speed versions. These improved
versions will help lengthen the life of the
6800.

All in all, the 6800 is a well established
microprocessor. You will certainly not go
wrong in choosing this device in vyour
microcomputer.

6502

The MOS Technology 6502 is essentially
in third place in the hobby and personal
computing field. This device is very similar
to the 6800. There are a number of dif-
ferences in that the 6502 does feature an
on-chip clock, only one accumulator, and
different indexed addressing modes. It
is widely used in hobby and personal
computers.

Due to the large number of KIM-1 com-
puters in the field, the 6502 does have an
enthusiastic following of users and an in-
dependent users’ publication.

Some of the personal computers using
the 6502 are listed below.

Ohio Scientific Instruments
Apple Computer

MOS Technology (KIM-1)
Commodore PET
Microcomputer Associates JOLT

At the present time there are three
sources for the 6502. These are MOS Tech-
nology, Synertek and Rockwell.

While the 6502 is way down the list in
terms of popularity when compared with the
8080 and 6800, it is still a widely used
device. Like the 6800, it is simple to learn
and use. It is a practical choice for a per-
sonal computer.

Z-80

The Z-80 is one of the most popular and
certainly the most talked about 8 bit micro-
processor of 1976 and 1977. While it was
introduced a number of years after the 8080
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SERVICE!!

TIRED OF WAITING 2 MONTHS?
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Digital

MMSUCS CAN HELP!!!

Your equipment is ordinarily on its way
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Operates above the switching harmonics of ™e computer,

thereby yielding 3 cleaner, worm-free picture, Tunable
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00?\\4 MEGABYTE SCOPE DATA

TAPE RECORDERI INCORPORATED
QUQD 5 GHANNEL II’4“T¢&PE A SUBSIDIARY OF SCOPE INC,, RESTON, vaA
TRANSPORT, ONE FURNISHED
o2

2 LR ATD ST, N S5 PRINTERS FOR SALE
5 REQ'D 12V 5AMPS DC-STD RACK PANEL 12 1/8"

HIGH 19" WIDE 20" DEEP, WT 85LBS, FREIGHT COL. ®A LisITED QUANTITY OF USED
USED-GOOD COND-LIMITED QTY. DATA BOOK $i0.2e ELECTROSEMNSITIVE NON-IMPACT PRINTERS
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Infinite Programming Possibilities

Microcomputer Handbook by Charles J Sippl defines the Top-down Structured Programming Techniques. What is
present state of computer technology very well, con- structured programming? Clement L McGowan and
centrating on both hardware and software. Lucid and John R Kelly answer this question in their lively,
complete glossaries are combined with a variety of well-written book, Top-down Structured Program-
illustrations. Topics covered include: microcom- ming Techniques. Discover the three basic types
puters--where they are, what they are doing, and of flowcharts and how to optimize them. One
what is next; kits; distributed intelligence; and section deals with the best ways to manage pro-
why the new systems are easier to use. The grams being written by a team of programmers.
book was written by a computer industry lec- An important feature of this book is its univer-
turer and consultant and is highly recom- sality: practically any program in any language
mended for the intelligent lay person as well as can be improved by using the ideas described
for professionals and experimenters. The glos- in it. 288 pp. $15.95 hardcover.

saries alone are worth the price of the book—
don’t miss this one! This hardcover reference is

For convenience in ordering, please use the order

only $19.95. form on page 83, writing in the books you want.
BI'S The Microcomputer Bookstore CALL YOUR BANK CARD ORDERS
25 Route 101 West, Peterborough NH 03458 TOLL FREE 1-800-258-5477.
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(a)

(b)

(c)

Several firms manufacture microprocessor trainers like these. The unit
at (a) is an E&L Instruments MMD-1 8080 based trainer, shown with a
tape recorder for mass storage and documentation. The unit at (b) is the
Heathkit ET3400 trainer, based on the 6800 design. The unit at (c) is the
MOS Technology KIM-1 single board 6502 computer, probably the most
widely sold board in personal computer experimental circles. The unit at
(d) is a Motorola 6800 training kit available from the manufacturer. (These
photos supplied by the respective manufacturers.) The training computers
tend to have limited memory and limited peripheral capability, but excel-
lent documentation designed to train technical people in the operation of
a particular computer and in general principles of computer controlled
systems.
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and 6800, it has managed to capture a
significant portion of the microprocessor
market. It has also been widely accepted in
hobby and personal computing. Because
it is essentially an improved and more
powerful 8080, the Z-80 can be considered
a part of the 8080 movement. Nevertheless,
it deserves some attention on its own.

Some of the personal computers using
the Z-80 are listed below.

Technical Design Labs
Cromemco

Digital Group

Radio Shack

The Z-80 also has two primary suppliers.
These are Zilog and Mostek.

Since the Z-80 will run most 8080 soft-
ware, it is an excellent choice with respect to
software. Besides the upwards compati-
bility and software factors, the Z-80 is also
far more powerful. It runs at a higher speed,
has a larger instruction set and more sophis-
ticated addressing modes. The Z-80 is per-
haps the best 8 bit microprocessor currently
on the market.

Despite these advantages, the several Z-80
based processor boards developed as replace-
ments for S-100 based microcomputers have
not been all that popular. It is difficult for
the owner of an 8080 based Altair bus
microcomputer to justify a three or four
hundred dollar expense simply to replace
an 8080 processor with a Z-80. While you
still maintain software compatibility, the
Z-80 provides the additional benefits of
greater computing power and speed. How-
ever, most hobbyists do not require the
greater power and computing speed. The
capabilities of the less powerful 8080 are
more than adequate.

Choosing a microprocessor for a micro-
computer design is an agonizing process. Yet
once all of the factors are considered, the
choice narrows down rather quickly. For a
general purpose microcomputer, most de-
signers circa 1975 to 1977 quickly identified
the four choices given above. Choosing
among them then becomes somewhat sub-
jective. | was personally involved in making



a decision for the microprocessor of the H8
Heathkit computer. When that choice was
made in early 1975, the Z-80 was not
available. The 6502 was a fairly new device
and no second source was available. This
narrowed the choice rather quickly to the
8080 and 6800. At that time the 6800 had
not penetrated the 8 bit market as much as
it has now. As a result, not as much software
and documentation support were available.
Because of this, the 8080 became the most
obvious choice in our planning. Today, even
with the greater penetration of the 6800 and
the announcement of the 6502 and the
Z-80, the choice of the 8080 for the Heathkit
H8 was still a good one. The 8080 still has
sufficient computing power for nearly any
hobby and personal computing application.
But today with more choices available, the
6800, Z-80 and 6502 are certainly viable
alternatives. At some point in the decision
making process, technical capabilities, speci-
fications and other factors become meaning-
less and the choice is made strictly on
subjective or emotional grounds.

What About the Others?

What about all those other microproc-
essors which are available to the hobby and
personal computing user? Why shouldn't a
hobbyist consider these devices as well? The
answer is a difficult one. First the other
microprocessors are certainly capable of
producing the same or even improved per-
formance over the most popular devices in
use. However, since they have not been
widely adopted by microcomputer manu-
facturers, most of them are simply not
available.

2650

The Signetics 2650 is a good example.
This device was announced well after the
8080 and 6800. However, it is a superior
design in many ways. The 2650 is in effect
more like a minicomputer than a micro-
processor. It is extremely powerful in that
it has a superior architecture and powerful
instruction set. It also operates at a high
rate of speed. Yet this device never really
caught on. Today there are no widely used
hobby and personal computers available
using this device. As a result, there is limited
software available for it. For the homebrew
experimenter this device may be an excellent
choice provided he is willing to develop his
own hardware and support software.

SC/MP

The National SC/MP is another very
interesting 8 bit microprocessor. It is per-
haps one of the simplest and lowest cost

Circle 6 on inquiry card.

NORTH STAR BASIC PROGRAMS

HUNDREDS SOLD, EACH SYSTEM COMPLETE ON DISKETTE
READY TO RUN. WORD PROCESSING, NORTH STAR TUTO-
RIAL |, NORTH STAR TUTORIAL Il (TEACHES NORTH STAR
BASIC), ACCOUNTS PAYABLE, ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE,
PAYROLL, GENERAL LEDGER, MEDICAL-PROFESSIONAL,
BILLING, SALES WITH SALES ANALYSIS AND GROSS PRO-
FIT, INVENTORY, HISTOGRAM GENERATOR, COMPUTER
CHESS, MAILING LABELS. $35.00 each.

SOFTWARE LOCATER (LOCATE, INDEX-FREE SOFTWARE),
CHECKBOOK BALANCING, BOWLING-GOLF HANDICAPPER,
COIN COLLECTION INVENTORY, IMPORTANT DOCUMENT
LOCATER, BUDGET PLANNER, GAME DISK. $25.00 each.

1Q TESTER, COMPUTER MEMORY DIAGNOSTIC PERSONAL
FINANCE, BUSINESS FINANCE, BIORHYTHM GENERATOR,
DIET PLANNER, CRYTOGRAPHIC ENCODER, MATH TUTOR,
A SORT UTILITY. $15.00 each.

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED, SINGLE DRIVE, 8K FREE MEMORY,
PRINTER OPTIONAL.

TRS-80 LEVEL | & Il (ON CASSETTE) STOCK MARKET ANALYSIS,
GRAPHICS, TREND LINE ANALYSIS, BUSINESS APPLICATIONS. $15.00.

BLANK DISKETTES $3.80 (UNDER TEN ORDERED, ADD $2.00 FOR
SHIPPING; OVER TEN SHIPPED POSTPAID).

CPM COMPATIBLE BASIC PROGRAM LISTINGS ALSO AVAILABLE.

SOFTWARE

DEPT. 11 P. 0. BOX 2528
ORANGE, CA 92669
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BET, gl

4OU DIDN T KNOW! &

X - *Pat's Pending
OAE'S new PP-2708/16 '
PROM Programmer is the
only programmer with all turn cermet trimmers (for
these features: precision pulse width and

amplitude alignment)
e Converts a PROM s 1 ands
socket to a table top e All packaged in a hands

; £ aluminum case
rammer: N omplex inte i :
fcing. 53 wire = uet pild PP-2708/16 ..A & T $295.
into a 2708 memory
® A short subroutin PP-2716 (Programs Intel's
data over the address lines 2716) ... A & T %8295
to program the PROM
® Programs 2 PROMS for less
than the c personal-
ity module. Bs and TMS
2716s)
e Connect 2 or more in paral-
lel — super for production S N
programming OR "‘-‘;ITAE‘G“,:.;’
e Complete with DC to DC "Gl

1
switching invertor and 10 (213) 240-0080
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Circle 330 on inquiry card.

Software

CRAPS (Las Vegas style) $6.00
MULTIPLE LUNAR LANDER $8.00
SLOT MACHINE $6.00

GAME PACKAGE: Russian Roulette, Mad
Scientist, and ABM  $8.00

Graphics « PICTURE MAKER with AMP'L ANNY $12.00

GRAPHICS PACKAGE I: Laser Beam, Space

Shuttle, and Blast Off $10.00

+« GRAPHICS PACKAGE II: Rain in Greece, Fleq,
Textwriter, Random Walk $10.00

« FOURIER FIT: Does curve fitting $15.00

« RANDOM NUMBER GENERATOR TEST $5.00

+ HEX MEMORY LOADER $10.00

Games

- & & =

Scientific
Systems

MEMORY DUMP PROGRAM $10.00
MEMORY SEARCH $5.00

All Programs Written in BASIC

Complete Easy to Read Documentation
Programs Completely Tested

SOFTWARE RECORDS

P.O. BOX 8401-B
UNIVERSAL CITY, CA 91608

(cal residents add 6% sales tax)
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ASSEMBLED
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BUFFERING ey
LOW POWER A e na e
WAIT STATES  sissemmmirmnn
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PHAN‘I’OM MEMORY DXSABLE IS IMPLEMENTED VIA PHANTOM (PIN 57)
TESTING G ALL SUPPOT CRGUITRY MO OPTONS L A0
SPECIAI. I:EEEEHBLEDI:ESTED v $i§:§§0_25u'rs “ii:éig"i_?
(714) 992- 5540 o f o
2555 E. CHAPMAN AVE.
SUITE 604

\_ FULLERTON, CA 92631 DIGITAL/ 11

Circle 294 on inquiry card.

devices available. Because it is so simple it
does not offer the computing power of the
other devices. Nevertheless, it is extremely
easy to learn and use.

The main reason why the SC/MP has not
been widely used is that again no hobby and
personal computer manufacturer has selected
it for its processor. National Semiconductor
does provide several development kits that
have found some interest in hobby and per-
sonal computing fields. In addition, National
has developed a BASIC-like language called
NIBL that was developed with the hobbyist
in mind. For the homebrew enthusiast, the
SC/MP is a good choice.

1802

The RCA 1802 is another interesting 8
bit microprocessor. This is a CMOS device
which has extremely low power dissipation.
Its low power dissipation has led to incor-
poration of the 1802 design into one well
known experimenter’s project, the next
series of AMSAT radio amateur satellites.
Again, no hobby and personal computer
manufacturer has selected this as the pri-
mary processor of a general purpose com-
puter. The architecture and instruction set
of the 1802 is peculiar and thus more diffi-
cult to use than other devices. Little or no
software is available. Nevertheless, the 1802
is relatively easy to use and the homebrew
hobbyist may find it a desirable choice.
RCA makes several development kits that
serve as a good starting point, one of which
is intended as a low cost hobby computer.

F8/3870

The F8/3870 microprocessor is another
widely used 8 bit microprocessor. The F8
is effectively a two chip microprocessor
featuring a ROM on one chip. The 3870 is
MOSTEK's version of the Fairchild F8 in
a single chip form. Neither of these devices
has caught on for hobby and personal com-
puter use. Only one hobby and personal
computer manufacturer ever announced an
F8 based machine and the company which
manufactured it appears to be no longer in
business. Both the F8 and the 3870 micro-
processors were not designed for general
purpose computer application. Instead, they
were designed to be hardwired digital logic
replacements. These are the microproc-
essors that were designed to be buried inside
of equipment as controllers. As a result they
make very poor choices as general purpose
digital computers.

The same is true of the new Intel 8048/
8748. Like the F8 and 3870, the 8048 in-
corporates all circuitry on one chip. This
includes the processor, clock, both pro-



CANADIANS!

Introducing our kit-by-the-month
plan available for only $500.00 down
and $150.00 per month.

(Write for more information)

IMSAI 8080 KIT: $897.50
ASSM: $1245.20

Canadian Duty and Federal Tax Included

Hobby systems from $999.00 (Kit).

Business/engineering systems from
$11,900.00.

(Assembled and Installed*).

Educational discounts available. We
will develop custom application pack-
ages. Contact us for further informa-
tion. Send $1.50 for catalogue.
VISA * CHARGEX ACCEPTED N

Rotundra m
Cybernetics

Box 1448, Calgary, Alta. T2P 2H9
Phone (403) 283-8076

(Installation outside Western Canada exira).
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DIABLO
TERMINALS!

LIMITED OFFER
HYTYPE | TERMINAL
$1595.00

30 character per second
Daisy wheel printer
RS-232 serial interface

Also

HyType 11
NEC Spinwriter
Qume

Sanders 12/7
Centronics
Univac

Complete line of
microcomputer products

MIGKRD MART

MICROCOMPUTERS, PERIPHERALS AND SOFTWARE
1015 Navarro  San Antonio, TX 78208 512/222.1427

Circle 231 on inquiry card.

Engineers
Hardware/Software

Our clients are stepping up
their engineering effort!

Growth positions in the 15-40K
range are available with manufac-
turers of sophisticated systems. Di-
verse areas include Graphic Arts, Text
Handling Systems, Micro-Based Con-
troflers, Manufacturing Systems, and
Communications.

HARDWARE - Design capability in
TTL and CMOS Devices, Peripherals,
and CPU

SOFTWARE - Real Time Operating
Systems, Compilers, and Data Base
Design - DOS

Call us at 603-888-5500 (collect) or
send us your resume - in confidence,
of course.

Touchstone Associates Inc.
Engineering/EDP Mgt Consultants
104 D.W. Hwy., Nashua, N.H. 03060
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SAVE $10.00

LAST CHANCE to get the popu-
lar OP-80A at the old $74.50
price. Due to increasing costs,
there will be a modest price in-
crease (our first) in the OP-80A.
Effective July 31 the price will
be $84.50 Kit — $99.95 A & T.

Oliver Advanced Engineering, Inc.

=

676 W. Wilson Avenue
Glendale, Calif. 91203
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DAJEN/TELETEK

K K =K >

Dajen Electronics has merged
with Teletek to provide greater
customer service. We continue
to offer the System Central
Interface, and the Universal
Cassette Recorder Interface.

Call or write Ann Roberts for
order and information.

HK ¥ >4

Teletek Enterprises, Inc.

11505 B Douglas Road
Rancho Cordova, Ca 95670
916-351-0535
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DISKETTES

VERBATIM for Your DRIVE

MIND issc $3.90 5
STANDARD $4. 10
CP/M 1.4 Bideiioias. $145
PLASTIC BOX i'oendad $3

HAZELTINE CRT 1500 551000

Complete 1+2+3 Computer
System: Hazeltine 1500, 59149
Horizon-2, Centronic 779

Visa, Master Charge, Cash, C.0.D.

MANCHESTER EQUIPMENT CO., Inc.
30 Midland Ave. » Hicksville, N.Y. 11801
Call Collect: (516) 433-0613
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ATTENTION MOTOROLA
MEK6800D2 USERS

4 Slot Card Rack
Designed Speicifically for the

MEK, MMS68104 MEMORY
BOARD, EXORciser, and
Micromodule Boards.

Kit $64.95
Assembled $79.95
Check, Money Order, VISA or MC

add $2.00 shipping, PA. residents
add 6% sales tax.

DEALER INQUIRY WELCOME

PENTEC, INC. it
P.O. Box 148, Whitehall, PA. 18052 -

. Circle 299 on inu_uir'y card.

USR-310
ORIGINATE
ACOUSTIC
COUPLER

Operates With
Any Standard Telephone $139
Direct!  Telco?
Also Avalable Connect  DAA
Style Style
USR-330 Ongminate/ Auto-Answer Modem 3 5185
USR-320 Auto-Answer Only Modem $299 $160
{1l FCC Certihec Package Connection lo phone hnes wvia
slandard extenswon phone jack )
12 Connection to phone hnes wa CBS 1001F DAA which can be

leased from phone company for approx $5.00/mo plus installation
fee)

INTERFACES:
® USR-310 — RS232C only
® USR 320 and USR-330 — RS232C and 20mA
(Specily with order. Il both mterfaces are required. add 310 to
unil price ]
ALL UNITS FEATURE:
® 0-300 Baud Data Rate ® Fully Assembled and
® Stand Alone Unit Tested
® Hall/Full Duplex ® Ophonal Annual
® 90 Day Warranty Maintenance Coverage
Prices mchude shipping and handlng in continental LS Wnos
Ressdents add 5% sales tax

U.S. ROBOTICS, INC.
Box 5502 / Chicago, linois 60680 / (312)-528:9045

BIT BASEMENT
BARGAINS

SOROC 1Q120 [assbled] . ..$869.95
LEAR ADM- 3A |assbled] . ..$859.95
LEAR ADM- 1A [assbled] . .$1199.95
16K RAM BOARD [assbled] . $495.00

250nS 180 day warranty
...... $1139.95
MICROPOLIS 1042 Mod | . .$779.00

BIT BASEMENT

P.0. Box 1719
Santa Monica, CA 90406
(213) 322-9070

all items shipped FOB factory

AT P e e
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(a)

(b)

Digital Equipment Corporation, the largest minicomputer company,
introduced the LSI-11 microprocessor based single board computer to
extend its minicomputer line downward into the microcomputer world.
This PDP-11/03 system (a) is the DEC finished package based on the LSI-11.
The Heath Company offers a version of the LSI-11 (b) which is called the
HI11, which Is available at [lower cost in partial kit form along
with extensive documentation aimed at the personal computer kit builder
and experimenter. These photos are supplied by Digital Equipment Cor-
poration and Heathkit, respectively.

grammable and read only memory, as well
as input and output interfaces. The 8048
was designed as a hardwired logic replace-
ment and not for general purpose digital
computer application.

What About 12 and 16 Bit Microprocessors?

Without question the trend in micro-
processor development is toward larger,
more sophisticated designs. While most
microprocessor activity is centered around
8 bit devices, there is clear evidence that
single chip 16 bit microprocessors will
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eventually replace the 8 bit units. As semi-
conductor technology improves, it will be
just as easy to manufacture a 16 bit micro-
processor as it is an 8 bit device. When that
time comes, the price differential will be
minimal. As a result, most purchasers of
new equipment will go to the more powerful
16 bit device over the 8 bit device, even
though the computing power available is
overkill for the application.

There are a number of 16 bit micro-
computers and one 12 bit device now on
the market. In terms of overall microproc-
essor usage, their popularity is small. But it
is growing rapidly as more devices are
developed. As these devices are incorporated
in designs, the demand will go-up and prices
will decline.

Some of the manufacturers making a
16 bit microprocessor are given below,

National Semiconductor PACE, 8900
General Instrument 1600

Data General microNOVA

Digital Equipment Corp LSI-11
Texas Instruments 9900

Fairchild 9440

At present there are few hobby and
personal computers based on 16 bit micro-
processors. Notably those that are available
are the Heathkit H11 which is based on the
popular DEC LSI-11 and the Technico 9900,
based on the TMS-9900 part from Texas
Instruments.

The reason why 16 bit microprocessors
haven’t caught on in personal computing is
that they have not been widely adopted
elsewhere. The price is significantly higher
than 8 bit devices and little or no software
is available. 16 bit microprocessors are far
more powerful and can process data much
faster than an 8 bit microprocessor. How-
ever, for most personal computing applica-
tions such power is not necessary.

At this time, the most widely used 16
bit microcomputer is the DEC LSI-11. This
particular computer has a wide following
among hobbyists because of the great DEC
software base. It is an ideal choice for the
advanced user.

None of the other available 16 bit micro-
processors has yet caught on. The first 16
bit microprocessor available was National
Semiconductor’s PACE. Despite its early
lead, PACE never became popular.

The newer Texas Instruments 9900 16
bit microprocessor shows promise of becom-
ing one of the more popular 16 bit micro-
processors. This device may eventually be-
come the 8080 of the 16 bit microproc-
essors. This device is gaining acceptance in
many areas. It is a powerful, general purpose



device. In addition, much of the software
available for Texas Instruments minicom-
puter line is compatible and could possibly
be converted in the future for use on this
device. Finally, Texas Instruments is one of
the largest and most aggressive semicon-
ductor manufacturers. They have the manu-
facturing and marketing power to support
and promote this device. Watch for it in
future designs.

The Micro NOVA is another very power-
ful 16 bit microprocessor. It can effectively
run all of the software available for the
popular Data General NOVA line of mini-
computers. However, this device like some
of the others has not caught on. It is an ex-
pensive device and not widely available.
While the architecture is straightforward and
easy to learn and the Data General software
base is tremendous, it is doubtful that Data
General will promote this device for the
personal computing market or make such
software available at competitive prices.
(However, Data General is promoting the
Micro-NOVA through selected retail stores
and electronics distributions. Fairchild’s
9440 MPU uses the Data General architec-
ture and will run the software. Although it
is expensive, someone may eventually use
the 9440 in a personal computer.

The Intersil 6100 isa 12 bit CMOS micro-
processor. Its claim to fame is that it has the
architecture and instruction set of the
famous DEC PDP-8/E minicomputer. It will
also run software written for that machine.
This gives the 6100 an excellent software
base. But despite the software advantage the
6100 hasn’t caught on in personal com-
puting. One reason is the high price as-
sociated with 6100 based computers. These
include Intersil’s own Intercept series and a
machine made by PCM. For the prices of
these machines, a user can buy a used but
real DEC PDP-8. In any case, the 6100 is
a good chip with much potential.

Summary and Conclusion

The message in this article is relatively
clear, If you are choosing a microcomputer
for hobby and personal computer applica-
tions, your best choice lies in the 8080,
Z-80, 6800 or 6502 based machines. This is
the mainstream of personal computing. The
8080/Z-80 combination probably has the
edge over all of these.The biggest question
is who is going to make the 16 bit micro-
processor. Will it be the new Intel 80867 or
will Zilog's Z8000 win? We will have to wait
and see.

Finally, the message here is that ‘‘a proc-
essor alone does not a computer system

Another 16 bit minicomputer architec-
ture available in microcomputer form is the
Data General Corporation’s MicroNOVA
shown here in a picture supplied by Data
General. In the foreground is the processor
chip standing alone; in back of the inte-
grated circuit is a printed circuit board
version of the computer intended for use in
dedicated applications. In the background
can be seen the MicroNOVA fully inte-
grated minicomputer system. These pro-
ducts are available at several retail computer
stores and at several electronics distributors.

make.” When it comes right down to it, the
type of processor is almost irrelevant to the
user who is programming in BASIC or
PASCAL or some other high level language.
Overall, it is the software that gets the job
done. If you base your choice of a personal
computer system on the availability of good
system and application software, you' will
not go wrong, whatever low level machine
architecture is used.m
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A PROFESSIONAL COMPUTER
TERMINAL FOR THE HOBBIEST

SINGER
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Terminals with

ASCII Code

FEATURES:
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e ASCII CODED without tape punch or reader
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» Word Processing Quality « RS232 Serial or
Current loop Interface e« Nationwide Service

» Warranty e Off line use as Typewriter
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Shipping and
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COMPUTER CORPORATION
H&K COMPANY
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« Card cage 2
* Fan, line cord, fuse,
switch, EMI filter
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* voltage monitor option
* 100 pin connectors optional

Write or call for a copy of our
detailed brochure which includes

our application note

BUILDING CHEAP COMPUTERS.
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Circle 179 on inquiry card,

Continued from page 46

The integrated circuit manufacturer can sell
parts that would otherwise have to be
thrown away, and the designer can buy state
of the art parts for prices far below those of
the equivalent 16 K part.

The design task breaks down into the fol-
lowing steps:

1. Select the memory chip. For reasons
stated earlier, the MK4115 (or equiva-
lent) is the clear choice.

Decide how to handle refresh.

Analyze the timing requirements for

the memory and the processor.

4. Merge these two timing diagrams so
that they work together.

5. Design the circuitry.

6. Lay out the circuit board.

W

Refreshing Strategy

When should you refresh? There are two
types of refresh used in a dynamic memory
system. Burst refresh suspends all other
memory activity and quickly refreshes all
the required locations at the top memory
speed. This burst occurs once every refresh
interval (generally every 2 ms).

A preferable approach in a microproces-
sor system is to use a distributed refresh
approach, in which refresh cycles are inter-
spersed with processor access cycles. In this
manner the refreshing action is evenly spread
over the 2 ms refresh interval.

Let's examine some refresh alternatives:

1. Use a 2ms timer to interrupt the
processor and tell it that the memory
requires refresh. The processor inter-
rupt routine then counts out the
proper memory addresses and returns
to normal processing.

2. Use a timer with an interval of 2 ms
divided by the number of required
refresh cycles, and perform item 1 on
a distributed basis.

3. Interleave the refresh operation with
normal processor timing: For example,
notice (as the Z-80 designers did) that
the processor address lines serve no
useful purpose on the tail end of an
instruction fetch cycle. During this
time the processor must decode the
instruction fetched from memory in
anticipation of executing it. Why not
put the refresh cycle (which needs
the address lines) into this time slot?

Items 1 and 2 above require processor

overhead (processing time) since the inter-
rupt system is used to provide programmed
refresh. Of the two, the distributed approach
is preferable because it produces less of a
timing discontinuity in the background pro-



gram execution while the interrupt is being
serviced. Item 3 is best in all respects, since
no direct processor intervention is required
to perform refresh. This is the so-called

“transparent” or ‘“‘invisible” refresh. This’

approach has already been implemented in
some small system designs. It does, however,
have some drawbacks in Altair (S-100) bus
products. In examining the details of this
approach, we'll describe an even better
method of achieving “‘Altair (S-100) refresh.”
This discussion assumes an 8080 or equiva-
lent processor.

Catching the Bus

The only time the processor can guaran-
tee that the address bus is not needed is the
second half of an instruction fetch cycle.
This point in time is signified by the proc-
essor control signal called M1, which means
“memory cycle one” of any instruction.
Every instruction execution starts with an
M1 memory cycle, in which the instruction
is brought into the processor from memory.
Depending on the instruction, further
memory cycles might be required to finish
execution of the instruction. During these
subsequent cycles, the M1 signal is inactive.
For example, the 8080 STA (store A) in-
struction operates as follows:

1. M1: instruction word fetched from
memory.

2. M2: first half of the storing location
read from memory.

3. M3: second half of the storing loca-
tion read from memory.

4. M4: accumulator contents written
into memory location specified
by data brought in by steps 2
and 3.

The STA instruction is a 3 byte instruc-
tion, and M2 and M3 are needed to read in
the additional two bytes of the instruction.
M4 does the actual execution of the instruc-
tion, storing the accumulator. In this ex-
ample, the M1 control signal is active only
for step 1. The actual M1 cycle is divided
into five processor cycles, called time states
or “T-states.” By the end of T3, the proc-
essor has received the first byte of the in-
struction and now requires two more time
states, T4 and T5, to figure out what to do.
This is the logical time to force a memory
refresh (to be exact, T4 and T5 of M1),

This is all very nice, but what happens
when the processor is halted? During HALT,
the signal needed to locate the pointin time
for refresh, M1, is not there. In fact, most of
the processor signals are not there. This is
also true for processor RESET, wait states,
and direct memory access cycles. This means
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- ™S 2716

PRAMMER III
by Xybek

The Ultimate EPROM Memory Board
For Your S100-Bus Computer

Accommodates from 1k to 30k of the above EPROMS, in
any combination, each addressable on any 1k (2k for
2716) boundary within the board's 32k address space.

1k of scratch-pad RAM.

On-board programming for all three EPROM types.
Tri-state buffers on all address and data lines.

Empty EPROM sockets do not require address space.
Assembled, tested, ready to run — only $369.50

Xybek « p.0.Box4925 « Stanford, CA94305
Telephone: (408) 296-8188
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Circle 388 on inquiry card.

that the design must do something special
for these cases.

What is really needed is an approach
independent of processor control signals
for refresh. The only signals on the Altair
(S-100) bus that are present under all cir-
cumstances (except power off) are the
processor clock signals ¢1 and ¢2.

Plan Ahead — Backwards

Here’s the plan: the memory design should
contain a self-contained refresh system that
uses only ¢2 for its operation. The control
is arranged so that the memory is normally
refreshing, and it is the exception cycle that
diverts it away from refresh to perform a
processor access. This emphasis is ‘‘back-
wards” from most systems, which treat the
refresh operation as the exceptional case.
Now the card merrily refreshes itself until
called on by the processor. If the processor
‘““‘goes away,” for example, in a prolonged
wait state (a method frequently used to im-
plement single-step and other front panel
operations), the refresh continues.

When the processor needs to access the
memory card, it must do it on a synchro-
nous basis. This means that the processor
timing on a memory access into the dynamic
memory card is designed to not jeopardize
a refresh cycle in progress (it is synch-
ronized with the refresh timing). Imagine
the processor crashing in on a refresh cycle,
and 64 data locations in the memory not
being properly refreshed and going to
indeterminate states. This is the kind of
“soft error” that occurs only when you
demonstrate the system (“It worked per-
fectly on the bench. ..”), and promptly goes
away when you try to fix it.

Programmable Memory Timing

Let’s take a detailed look at the dynamic
memory integrated circuit itself, and at
exactly what signals are required to make it
work. The integrated circuit described could
be any of the various 16 K parts of the
MOSTEK MK4116 type; or, with one small
exception, any of the 4 K parts of the
MK4027 type.

Since 16 K is equal to 214, the part re-
quires 14 address lines to uniquely select any
of its cells. Allowing one line for DATA IN
and another for DATA OUT, this adds up
to all of the pins of the 16 pin package.
That'’s fine if the chip doesn’t require power
supplies or read and write control, but un-
fortunately, it does. This dilemma is solved
by using a multiplexed address approach.
Only seven pins are used for address inputs,
and the address is loaded in two parts. One



of the big benefits of this approach is that,
when the technology jumped from 4 K to
16 K, an additional two address lines could
be had with only one additional pin. On the
4 K parts, this “unused” pin is a Chip
Select input, which is used to select only one
bank of parts that share the same output
bus. As we'll see, the 16 K part does the
chip select function without a chip select
pin.

Two control pins called RAS and CAS
strobe the two 7 bit parts of an address
into the memory part. These signals stand
for Row Address Strobe and Column Ad-
dress Strobe. They are active low signals,
which means that they are normally at a
high logic level, and are ‘‘strobed” by going
into the low state momentarily.

The sequence of events necessary for a
memory cycle is as follows (see figure 3):

1. Set up the low order 7 bit address on
the address lines. This requires set-
ting the address multiplexer to state 2
(for example).

2. Wait a suitable time for the address
lines to settle. There will be a certain
delay through the multiplexer, as well
as some line settling time.

3. Drop the row address strobe (RAS)
to the low state. This latches the low
address into the part. Both RAS and
the column address strobe (CAS)
start out high.

4, Wait the ‘“‘row address hold time,”
which specifies for how long after
RAS drops the address lines must not
change. This requirement is due to the
setup time of the on-chip latches.

5. Set up the high order 7 bit address on

the address lines. This requires select-

ing multiplexer state 3 (for example).

Let the lines settle,

. Drop CAS to the low state. This
latches the high address into the part.
Don’t remove the addresses until after
the “‘column address hold time.”

~ o

When the logic level of the column address
strobe drops, the output lines go from a high
impedance state to a valid data state after
the interval called “CAC" for Column
ACess time. This is one way of specifying
the access time of the memory part.

These seven steps are the same for either
a memory read or write cycle, the only dif-
ference being the treatment of the RW pin
which controls the choice of Read or Write
operation. If this pin is held high throughout
the cycle, a read operation is performed. To
do a write, the RW pin is pulled low some-
time after RAS. Exactly when it is pulled
low determines whether the outputs become
valid for the old data in the selected cell,
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or whether they stay high impedance
throughout the write operation.

The chief difference between the 4 K and
16 K part timing is in how the data outputs
are treated when the column address strobe
becomes inactive (high). In the 4 K part,
the data outputs remain valid until the
Column Address Strobe again makes a
negative transition. In the 16 K part, they
enter the high impedance state when the
column address strobe goes high, effectively
disconnecting the data output from the ex-
ternal bus in a system.

Maintaining Control

There are several ways to control these
strobe lines during refresh. The simplest
way is to perform a full memory read cycle
(row, then column address strobes) and not
turn on the data input bus drivers; this does
the refresh without affecting the external
data bus. The problem with this method is
that it is not the lowest power approach.
Remember that for refresh only the row
addresses (the least significant half of the
address lines) are needed. The dynamic
memory designers have provided for a
mechanism called '“RAS-only refresh” in
the spec sheets, which consumes less power
than a full row and column address cycle.
In this method, the refresh counter address
is applied to the address lines, and the row
address strobe is made active (low voltage
level). No other address bits or strobes are
needed for this special refresh cycle.

The chip select function in the 16 K
memory Is performed in effect by row and
column address strobe timing (remember
that the chip select pin was sacrificed for an
additional address pin in the transition from
4 K to 16 K). The method is quite simple:
only those devices that receive both row and
column address strobes in a memory cycle
will activate their outputs; otherwise they
will be in a high impedance condition.
This means that it is possible to select one
bank of programmable memories out of
many whose outputs are tied together by
(a) feeding a continuous row address strobe
signal to all parts, and selectively feeding a
column address strobe to only the selected
bank, (b) the opposite (feeding a continuous
column address strobe and selecting a bank
with row address strobe), or (c) both (select-
ing a bank with choice of column and row
address). The manufacturers’ literature fre-
quently refers to this as “decoded RAS"
or “decoded CAS.”

There is a slight power advantage to feed-
ing the column address strobe to all devices
and decoding the row address strobe to do
bank selecting. However, a refresh cycle



using the row address strobe only uses less
power than a "RAS-CAS" refresh cycle
using both strobes, as noted above. It turns
out for logic simplicity (a real consideration
in view of the small amount of Altair (S-100)
bus card space available) that the decoded
column address strobe method of selection
is the optimum choice. It also happens to
fit beautifully into the 8080 system timing.

It is now apparent that the programmable
memory address pins must be fed from three
different sources: for a processor access,
the low address half and high address half
constitute two of the sources; and for re-
fresh, the refresh counter address constitutes
the third. To select these three groups of
address lines, a TTL multiplexer (74153)
may be used. This is a dual one-of-four
selector that accepts four inputs and feeds
a common output. The input which is

selected depends on a 2 bit code (called the
select bits) input to the multiplexer. These
signals are labeled MUX1 and MUX2 (see
figure 4). For the 8 K part, which requires
14 address lines, the multiplexer has to be
seven bits “wide” so that the switching is
done seven bits at a time. This means that
three and one half 74153 integrated circuits
are required.

Processor Timing

Turning our attention now to the 8080
system control signals, the dynamic memory
timing must be “dovetailed” into the 8080
system timing. Figure 4 shows the timing for
an 8080 fetch cycle.

Lines 1 to 4 are control lines common to
any 8080 system: the two clock signal in-
puts ¢1 and ¢2, the address bus (actually

T ———e——— T2 73—

(500nS)

dllJ__l

=

[F¥l S

S wlions Silde. k- L e R

DATA INTO BOBO

fe—200nS—
ADDRESS BUS SRR
fe—s{—120n5
$TNE i)
M Ll Ch o) 1
MUX | l
MUX STATE o A 2 3 X )
oo el A PN T
UNSELECTED
CAS

DBIN

\ Vg

QS OCHONOROBOE O OROROROEORS

DATA OUT OF 8080

Figure 4: Master timing diagram for an 8080 dynamic memory fetch cycle using the Altair
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(S-100) bus. Lines 1 thru 4 show the control lines common to all 8080 systems: the two clock
signal inputs (@1 and ¢2), the address bus and the processor SYNC output. Lines 5 and 6 are

the control lines to a one-of-four multiplexer. Line 7 shows the state of the multiplexer selected

by the two control signals MUXT and MUX2. Lines 8 and 9 are the row address strobe (RAS)

and the column address strobe (CAS), respectively. Lines 10 and 11 show the processor timing

requirements for accepting data read out of the memory. Line 12 is the write line (WL) from
the 8080 used to enable a memory write into the programmable memory.
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16 lines), and the processor SYNC output.
Lines 5 and 6 show the control lines MUX2
and MUX1 to a one-of-four multiplexer, and
line 7 shows the state of the multiplexer
selected by the two control signals MUX2
and MUXT. Lines 8 and 9 show the principle
memory timing signals the row address
strobe (RAS) and the column address
strobe (CAS); lines 10 and 11 show the proc-
essor timing requirements for accepting data
read out of the programmable memory.
The “valid” indication on the waveform of
line 10 shows when the eight data lines into
the processor must be stable for a success-
ful memory read. The DBIN signal (line 11)
is a signal issued by the 8080 to notify the
input buffers to turn on in preparation for
receiving input data. Line 12 shows the write
line (WR) from the 8080 which is used to
enable the write operation into the memory.

Working Together

Lines 5 thru 9 of figure 4 constitute the
actual memory system design, the result of
trading off memory, Altair (S-100) bus
and processor parameters, and verifying that
all the processor and memory timing con-
siderations are met. The ultimate criterion of
a good design is that it can pass a “‘worst
case” analysis — every specification for the
8080 and the programmable memory can
be the worst specified in the data sheets,
and the system will still work. In fact, a
good figure of merit for a digital design in-
volving complex timing (such as this one) is
how far beyond worst case the specifications
can be for the system to still function
properly. This is known as margin. The
better the margin, the better the designer
sleeps at night, and the better guarantee that
the system will work over a long production
run.

Notice the similarity between ¢2 and
RAS (lines 2 and 8) of figure 4. RAS is
simply ¢2 with certain positive parts missing.
Whenever the 8080 starts an instruction
fetch cycle (signalled by SYNC), the RAS
line must make its negative transition dur-
ing MUX state 2 and stay there throughout
the memory cycle. If the ¢2 pulse during
T2 were allowed through, the memory tim-
ing requirements would not be met. To
inhibit this ¢2 pulse, SYNC is delayed
slightly and used to gate off the unwanted
part of ¢2. Notice that this gating signal is
MUX1 (line 6). SYNC is delayed very simply
by feeding SYNC to the D input of a flip
flop and clocking the flip flop with the lead-
ing edge of ¢1.

Before this cycle gets underway with row
address strobe line RAS dropping, the
address lines to the memory must be set up



to receive the low order part of address lines
from the processor. The multiplexer must
therefore switch from state O (the refresh
select state) to state 2 (processor-low address
state) prior to the fall of RAS. This is
accomplished by the signal MUX2, which is
turned on by the leading edge of SYNC.
This edge gives the address lines more than
enough time to settle before they are sampled
by RAS.

After the row address strobe part of the
cycle is satisfied, the multiplexer switches
to state 3 (the other half of the processor
address lines), and column address strobe is
activated. The column address strobe line
goes low when three signals are asserted as
follows:

1. ¢2 high.

2. MUXT high.

3. The bank of programmable memories
is selected.

The third control, often called “this mem-
ory,” performs the chip select function by
feeding the column address strobe to only
one bank of programmable memories at a
time.

Looking now at lines 9 and 10 of figure
4, we can calculate the access time margin
of the memory system. The data out of the
programmable memory becomes valid some-
time after CAS makes its negative transition.
The data into the processor must be stable
and valid at the time shown in line 10.
Counting the time from CAS-low to the
earliest time data must be valid, the pro-
grammable memory access time should be
6X55 ns (each division is 55 ns), or 330 ns.
In a system, this time is reduced by approxi-
mately 50 ns to allow for the delays through
the data buffers and line settling time.
Let us say that the CAS to data access time
(CAC) must be 330-50 or 280 ns. The speci-
fication for the slowest MK4115 gives a
maximum tcac of 165 ns, a very comfort-
able margin. (If the margin point seems
to be overstressed, its importance will be
seen in the section on Altair (S-100) bus
compatibility).

To complete the cycle, the CAS line
must be held low until the processor is
definitely through with the data lines. This
is indirectly specified in the 8080 data sheet
as being the time that DBIN goes high. Since
this point is anywhere from 25 to 140 ns
after the rising edge of ¢2 in T3, the CAS
line is held low until the falling edge of ¢2
in T3. Note that the RAS line makes its low-
to-high transition well in advance of CAS's
going from low to high. This is permitted in
the newer dynamic memory parts but would
not be acceptable in the older ones, such

Circle 318 on inquiry card.
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THE MOST EXTENSIVE FORTRAN
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80 percent of dynamic
memory design is printed

Figure 5: Supply current waveforms for the MOSTEK MK4116 16 K

circuit board layout.

RAS/CAS CYCLE

1

as the MK4096 dynamic 4 K (both column
and row address strobes had to go high
together). By the time the RAS line makes
its next negative transition, the multiplexer
has switched back to state 0, selecting the
refresh address, and another refresh cycle
begins.

The processor access cycle chain of
events is initiated by the 8080 SYNC signal.
Anytime the SYNC signal is not there, the
circuitry automatically reverts to refresh
operation. (Multiplexer state 0 selects the
refresh counter, the RAS line continuously
cycles, and the CAS line remains inactive
(high) for the RAS-only refresh operation.)
This implements a strategy that maintains
refresh on a fail-safe basis.

The refresh counter is clocked by a signal
which is suppressed during a processor access
cycle, so that none of the refresh addresses
is skipped. A refinement detail of the de-
sign is a flip flop which eliminates some of
the redundant refresh cycles to conserve
power. This is possible because the latter
scheme considerably ‘“‘over-refreshes” the
memory, since a full 128 row refresh is per-
formed in much less time than the 2 ms the
specification calls for. Refreshing more
frequently than the specification requires
has no effect on proper memory operation.

For a write operation, the 8080’s write
line (WR) is timed such that it can be fed
unmodified to the memory’s read or write
control (RW) pin. The write operation is

-
5 0 O

[ 1 1]

50 NANOSECONDS / DIVISION

dynamic memory (courtesy MOSTEK).
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terminated by the WR line going low to
high, or the CAS line going low to high,
whichever occurs first.

Now, the Hard Part

You might think that the design is com-
plete when the final schematic is drawn.
Not so: it is about half complete. As any
dynamic memory system designer will tell
you, 80 percent of dynamic memory design
is printed circuit board layout. These parts
don’t just sit there like their static counter-
parts, responding with data whenever ad-
dressed. The dynamic part is actually a
sophisticated analog part inside, aside from
being a dense memory array. The circuitry
that senses the charge on the storage capaci-
tors must resolve millivolt levels in the
presence of continuously running 12V
clocks. The power distribution system and
power supply noise decoupling are therefore
the most critical elements of a good dynamic
memory design. This consideration has
killed more dynamic designs than any
amount of poor circuit design.

The dynamic memory has four power
pins: 12V, 5V, ground and —5V. The 5V
supply is connected only to the output
transistors (to provide TTL compatible
outputs), and draws next to nothing in
power. The —5V supply provides high
current pulses of very short durations. Since
these pulses are bipolar in nature, the actual
DC current for the —5 V supply is also very
low. It is the 12 V supply and ground system
that need special layout consideration.

The four power pins are located on the
four corners of the dual in line package,
which somewhat simplifies a good power
distribution layout. The best layout for
power is one in which all power pins are fed
from a horizontal and a vertical direction.
This is known as “‘gridded” power distribu-
tion, since each power pin is placed at the
intersection of a grid of power lines that
simulates a plane surface. Wherever possible,
the power lines should be as wide as the
array density will allow. When density con-
siderations prohibit wide power buses on
all four supplies, the 5V and —5 V supply
buses can be fed with smaller traces (but
should still be gridded).

The second important consideration is
power supply bypassing. The current drawn
by the MK4116 is shown in the waveforms
of figure 5. Notice that all the current is
drawn as a result of RAS and CAS transi-
tions. The factor which sets the MOSTEK
4116 apart from all other 16 K devices is
that after the RAS and CAS current de-
mands, the Ipp (12V current) drops to
nearly 0. The fact that other parts drop to
some continuous current (on the order of



20 mA) when the RAS line and CAS line are
inactive (high) accounts for the wide dif-
ference in power dissipation between the
MK4116 and the others. MOSTEK does it
by turning off the sense amplifiers when
they are not needed, and the rest of the
semiconductor world is presently designing
(or redesigning) to duplicate this feature.

Looking at the most critical current
waveform of figure 5, Ipp, it is seen that
the instantaneous current drawn is about
100 mA maximum. 100 mA per device
times 32 devices (in a 32 K memory com-
prised of 8 K parts) is 3.2 A at 12 V. Before
running out to buy a water pump to cool the
12V regulator, notice that the 100 mA
is drawn for only a very brief time. Suppose
you connect a capacitor between 12V and
ground, let it charge up during the low cur-
rent demand time and supply the instanta-
neous current pulses when needed. This is
the role of the so-called “bypass’ or “‘de-
coupling” capacitors. The value needed for
these capacitors can be readily calculated by
estimating the area under the curves in
figure 5. Using the formula C=(iAt)/Av, the
capacitance can be calculated for any
allowed drop in the 12V supply (Av). The
MK4116 allows a 10 percent tolerance on
all supplies, so a good conservative number
to use for the 12 V supply is about 2 percent
or 0.24 V. Estimating iAt (the area under
one of the current waveforms) from figure 5
to be about 50 ns times 100 mA, the formula
yields a value for C of approximately
0.02 uF. (0.1 uF capacitors should work
fine.)

The reason for the above exercise is that
even though the data sheets may say so,
not all dynamic memories are identical.
The primary difference between today’s
dynamic memories is in the current wave-
forms, and only two manufacturers (MOS-
TEK and Intel) even publish them,

For the bypass capacitors to be effective,
they must be located as close to the memory
power pins as possible, so that the inductance
of the printed wire feeding the instanta-
neous current to the part does not interfere
with this current supply. Note that for
exactly the same considerations as the 12 V
supply, the —5V supply should be ade-
quately ‘‘bypassed” with capacitors. The
bypass capacitors should be evenly dis-
tributed throughout the memory array.

An often neglected detail of dynamic
memory layout is that the ground system
between the address line drivers and the
memory array must be very heavy. As the
number of integrated circuits in the memory
array increases, the requirements on the

address line drivers become more stringent.
Each address pin contributes a capacitance
of about 4 picofarads, and they are all tied
together in the array. If you follow any
address line through a printed circuit board
memory array, you’'ll see that it takes a
rather long and usually discontinuous path.
For this reason, series damping resistors
should be placed between the address
buffers and the memory array to help damp
out the undershoot and overshoot caused by
the layout discontinuities.

It is quite a trick to achieve optimum
power distribution layout on an Altair
(S-100) bus format card. The system ground
pin comes in at only one corner of the card,
and it must be routed in a “‘web” for a good
board level ground distribution. Additionally,
the required on board regulators use up a
lot of space which, along with the permis-
sible heat dissipation, puts an upper limit on
the number of chips that can exist on a
card. The message here is that a good memory
design requires extreme cooperation be-
tween the designer and the printed circuit
board layout person.

Ah, That “Altair (S-100) Compatibility”

If you have plowed your way through the
timing diagrams and technical discussion
of this article, you can now appreciate the
fact that the question, “Is it Altair (S-100)
bus compatible?” is one that cannot be
answered with an unqualified yes or no.
The memory system is designed to be
Altair (5-100) bus compatible, but when you
plug it into a Stromdecker X-3 mainframe,
running a Fantastroid Z-80Q processor
card with memory-managed-phantom-
indirect-parabolic-vectored-restart imple-
mented, it might not work. The design
philosophy is to use as few of the Altair
(S-100) signals as possible, to account for
unforeseen variations in various systems.
Back to figure 4: the only timing lines
the memory counts on being there are
1, ¢2, SYNC, DBIN (actually MEMR,
memory read) and WR (actually memory
write). In the case of the memory write
line, any Altair (S-100) design should
derive the memory write signal from SOUT
and WR, since early designs put the gate to
do this on the front panel board, and you
therefore cannot guarantee that the signal
MEMW will be there in all systems.

Some analysis of the interlocked timing
of figure 4 reveals that the card will work
with any implementation of ¢1 and ¢2
that meets the 8080 specifications. The ¢1
and ¢2 timing shown in figure 4 is that
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Imagine pulling out four

8

K static memory cards
and plugging in a single

32 K card that uses less
power than one of the 8 K
cards. This can be done

with today’s dynamic
memories.

provided by systems using an 8224
clock generator with an 18 MHz crystal;
this is the most popular Altair (S-100)
implementation. Will it work with Z-80
processor cards? Maybe. The Z-80 requires
only a single clock, has no SYNC output,
and times its read and write operations
slightly differently than the 8080. Designers
of Z-80 based Altair (S-100) cards realize
that there is a big compatible world out
there that they must back into, so they
attempt to synthesize 8080-type signals
out of the Z-80 system timing. How suc-
cessfully they emulate the 8080 (meaning
how accurately they reproduce signals such
as ¢1, 2 and SYNC) determines the degree
of compatibility in a system of Altair
(S-100) cards.

Incidentally, a final look at figure 4 illus-
trates the elusiveness of the memory “‘access
time' specification. How many times have
you seen ads that say something like **300 ns
memories,”’ and wondered what this actually
means in an 8080 system? Figure 4 shows
that the access time is not itself a figure of
merit. The actual memory timing must be
compared with the system timing require-
ments to make any sense. The general idea
in a dynamic memory design is to crowd the
multiplexing of row and column address
strobe events as close as possible to the
processor addresses becoming valid, so that
the maximum memory access time is allow-
able. One thing /s certain — faster memories
always cost more than slow ones, s6 a cost
effective design should accommodate the

slowest available. The access time margin is
so wide in figure 4 that the system could
actually run much faster and still retain
comfortable margins.

Final Thoughts

The design presented here is intended
primarily to show the important areas of
consideration in a dynamic memory design.
The general concepts can be applied to any
processor and memory interface, using the
same methodology of carefully analyzing
the specific timing requirements of the sys-
tem and the programmable memory com-
ponents, and then merging the two together.
Exactly how this is done is the exciting part
of digital design, where the designer can be
creative. It is most important to firstexamine
the system requirements and keep the
memory faithful to these specifications.

A dynamic design pays handsome divi-
dends in a system. By using low power
Schottky TTL (74LS family), the 5V cur-
rent requirement is kept so low that the 5V
regulator on the card does not even need a
heat sink. The 12V regulator requires a
modest heat sink. The total power require-
ment of the board can be generally less
than any static board, regardless of density.
Imagine pulling out four 8 K static cards and
plugging in a single 32 K card which uses
less power than one of the 8 K cards. This
type of performance is possible only
with today’s high performance dynamic
memories.®
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Major East Coast Personal Computing Show of the year.

INTERFACE AGE MAGAZINE, HEATH COMPANY, BYTE MAGAZINE, MICROAGE, ITHACA AUDIO, ARTEC ELECTRONICS, COMPUTER MART OF
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DYNAMICS, MICROPOLIS, RICO ENTERPRISES, OBJECTIVE DESIGNS, SYBEX, ELECTRONIC CONTROL TECHNOLOGY, APPLE COMPUTER,
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DAYTIME EVENTS e New Products e Demonstrations e Personal Computing College e Exhibits e Art Show
e Join Clubs at The Club Booth e User Group Meetings
EVENING EVENTS e User Group Meetings e Parties ® Music Festival # Banquet, Saturday, August 26, featuring
Dr. Adam Osborne, Chris Morgan, Editor of Byte and more . . . Stay over and enjoy the evening events.

Deluxe hotel accommodations with rates starting at $24 single, $31 double with free shuttle bus to and from Philadelphia Civic
Center. Bring the family e Visit Historic Philadelphia e Have an unforgettable Philadelphia experience, pre-register before

August 10th and save time and money (20%).
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Assignment

A. VAR =exp

Branch
A. |IF g VAR relation exp

B. ENDIF
Loop
A. DO

B. UNTIL g VAR relation exp
C. ENDDO

Subroutine

A. CALL g NAME

B. SUBROUTINE NAME
C. RETURN

Input and Output

A. READ gchannel, VAR1, VAR2, . ..

B. PRINT gchannel,\ VAR
quotes
|

Leaving Interpreter
EXIT

July 1978 © BYTE Publications Inc

A High Level Language

for 8 Bit Machines

Variable VAR is set to the value of
the expression on the right side of
the equal sign.

The code following, up to the cor-
responding ENDIF, is executed only
if the wariable value satisfies the
relation.

Indicates the portion of code to be
executed if the earlier |F statement is
satisfied.

The code between a DO and an
ENDDO is executed repetitively until
the variable satisfies the inequality.
More than one UNTIL may be
included in one DO loop.

A CALL executes the code following
the SUBROUTINE statement with
the same name until a RETURN is
encountered.

READ specifies a transfer from the
device specified by channel, conver-
sion to floating point, and transfer to
the locations in memory specified by
the variable names.

PRINT sends data to a specified out-
put device in binary coded decimal
form, prints ASCIl code between
quotes, and sends a carriage return
for each 1",

Causes the interpreter to return to
the monitor.

Interpreters such as BASIC or APL do
not translate the high level source code into
machine language. Rather, they scan the line
of code and then perform a set of operations
based upon the instruction and data stored
in tables from previous instructions. Thus an
interpreter saves the time consumed by
translation, but no machine code is saved for
later execution. The main advantage of an
interpreter is the ease of error correction.
The results of each line of code can be
printed and the exact source of difficulty
can be pinpointed. The price paid for this
feature is memory. The source code, data,
tables and the interpreter program must all
be resident in memory at the same time.

Table 1: The interpreter instruction set
allows the evaluation of expressions, condi-
tional branches, loops, subroutine calls with
multiple returns, and 10O instructions. Key-
words are indicated by boldface type in this
table. The variable names must contain six
or less alphanumeric characters and start
with a letter. Expressions (exp) may contain
numbers, operators, variables, functions and
parentheses. Any of the following relations
may be used: >, >=, <, <=, 5, ><.f8
indicates mandatory space. All other spaces
are ignored by the interpreter. The only
limit to the number of loops that may be
nested is the amount of memory space
available for storage on the stack. Everything
past a semicolon on a line will be ignored as
a comment. Each statement must be
terminated with a carriage return.



Programs also run slower because the code
within loops must be reinterpreted on each
pass.

The language proposed here is suitable for
use with both an interpreter and a compiler.
If both are available then the time con-
suming process of compiling is avoided until
permanent machine level code is required;
furthermore, the debugging of a developing
program may be done quickly and easily
with an interpreter in an interactive mode.

The purpose of this article is to intro-
duce readers to concept interpreters and to
present an example of an interpreter for a
high level language.

The interpreter instruction set is shown in
table 1. In addition to evaluating expres-
sions, the interpreter can also perform condi-
tional branches, loops, subroutine calls with
multiple returns, and 10 instructions. These
instructions are sufficient to execute very
complex tasks. In fact, the language is
devised to encourage a top down approach
to writing code so that it is easy to under-
stand, debug and modify. More complex
groupings such as an IF THEN ELSE con-
struction might yield slightly shorter pro-
grams if included in the language, but the
convenience of using such structures does
not seem to warrant the considerable effort
required for implementation. Good program-
ming techniques are essential to useful code.

Some other simplifications are made just
to simplify this interpreter. No integer vari-
ables, arrays, complex variables or double
precision variables are included. All numbers
are considered to be floating point numbers
with a 4 byte mantissa and a 1 byte ex-
ponent. Also the subroutine calls do not pass
arguments. Since all the variables are global
symbols, local variable names within a sub-
routine may not duplicate those in another
routine. These restrictions are made so that
the code for the interpreter would fit on a
small machine and so that the main features
of the interpreter will not be obscured.

The interpreter program is written in
terms of a universal set of instructions,
MACL1. These macroinstructions can be
translated into machine code instructions for
a variety of microprocessors if the expan-
sions for each macroinstruction are defined
for your microprocessor. The translation of
the interpreter into machine code is simpli-
fied by the use of a program called a
macroprocessor. Otherwise it can be done by
hand.

High Level Language Statements

AREA=AREA+DELTX* (YPLUS+Y)*0.5 j

AREA=0

X=1

Y = (X12) + (2*X)+3

DELTX=0.1

IND=11

DO
X=IND*0.1
YPLUS=(X12)+(2*X)+3
UNTIL IND>=100
IND=IND+1

ENDDO

PRINT 1, “The area is"’, AREA

EXIT
END

Notes

initialization

loop condition counter is
HINDJJ

start of DO loop

; sum areas using trapezoi-
dal integration rule

UNTIL evaluates loop re-
iteration condition

ENDDO tests loop reitera-
tion condition

output message and AREA
through channel 1

go back to monitor

Listing 1: This example program, written in the high level language
of this interpreter, is a trapezoidal integration routine for the function

Y=(X12)+(2*X) 3.

P2=3.14159%0.005

READ 2,A
IF A<SIN (P2)
PRINT 1,A “A IS TOO SMALL",
EXIT
ENDIF
IF A>SIN(100*P2)
PRINT 1,A, “A IS TOO BIG",!
EXIT
ENDIF
LOW=1
HI=100
DO
UNTIL HI<=LOW+1
MID=INT( (HI+LOW) /2)
IF A>SIN(P2*MID)
HI=MID
ENDIF
IF A>SIN(P2*MID)
LOW=MID
ENDIF
ENDDO
IF A=SIN(P2*LOW)
Hi=LOW
ENDIF
IF A=SIN(P2*HI)
LOW=HI
ENDIF

XLOW=SIN(P2* LOW)
XHI=SIN(P2*HI)
PRINT 1,XLOW,XHI,A
EXIT

END

Listing 2: This example
program gives the flavor of
a longer program with
references to various
mathematical routines. In-
dentation is done to
emphasize program
structure.
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The following sections discuss the im-
plementation of each of the five types of
instructions and show the function of the
instructions in flowchart form. Two exam-
ples shown in listings 1 and 2 illustrate the
simplicity of the resulting high level
language.

Interpreter Organization

The basic elements of the interpreter and
the utilization of memory are shown in
figure 1. Besides the source code and the
interpreter routines, there are four tables,
two stacks and a workspace for control
pointers. The workspace is used for pointers
to keep track of positions in the various
tables, limiting addresses for the tables,
scratch area for temporary results, and ad-
dresses for 10 channels.

The stacks are used for saving subroutine

CODE TO BE INTERPRETED

CONTROL POINTERS

return addresses and for evaluating equations
as described in our discussion of the assign-
ment operations section. The four tables are
for remembering:

1. where previously defined variables are
stored.

2. where subroutines are located in the
source code.

3. where subroutines are located in the
interpreter code.

4. the location of routines to perform the
operations (+, —, *, /, 1) and functions
defined for this language.

The tables are searched by a linear search
routine which starts with the portion of the
table most likely to contain the item. The
ASCIl byte string in the name list is com-
pared with the desired name. The end of a
name or symbol in the table is denoted by a

CURRENT POINTER |SEMANTIC
LINE OF —e | CUR
CODE
INTERPRETER
SUBROUTINE — | MAX
DONE STATEMENT
EVALUATION
MAXIMUM SEMANTIC LOOKUP
SUBROUTINE \ /ALLOWABLE TABLE
PLOT ADDRESS z = 3 I
A E x F
'E tTJ L TOKEN
3
N
» » ®| POINTER
SUBROUTINE LOOKUP
X P 1
TABLE INTERPRETER EWES&?.Q’;
POINTER | SEMANTIC ROUTINES
— o PLOT CALLING E
ROUTINE E g X " IF ROUTINE
LO
=) DONE LY U U
NN N
SINE
= oy ROUTINE
N
MULTIPLICATION
ROUTINE
SYMBOL VALUE
TABLE
TOKEN| POINTER
OPERATION
VALUE OF
CODE_TABLE
B TOKEN |POINTER
NYSM *— | P 0
ES P S *® e
VALUE OF RT ET
X | X % g i 3
0 K
R Bk SIN -~

Figure 1: A map detailing the utilization of memory by the interpreter. Part of the memory consists of four tables that are used
to look up values of previously used variables, locations of subroutines in source code, locations of machine language subroutines
for the interpreter, and locations of routines for symbols and functions defined by the interpreter. The two stacks are used in
the parsing of equations and when a subroutine is called or returned from. The two largest areas of memory contain the source
code and actual machine code for the interpreter.
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one in the most significant bit, called a
terminator. When a terminator is reached in
the name list, the pointer in the cor-
responding address table or value table is
incremented to the next item. When a name
is found, the pointer in the corresponding
list points to the location where the value
for the symbols table or the address is
located. The desired name or symbol is
always added to the list to make sure that
the search does not run off the end of the
table. After the search, the name pointer can
be checked to see if the search went beyond
the current length of the list. This technique
is faster than putting an end check into the
search routine.

The subroutines in the high level source
code are not the same as the routines used
by the interpreter for performing operations
and functions. The first set of subroutines
contain source code and the second set
contain machine code for operations exe-
cuted by the interpreter.

Interpreter Operation

Initialize: The initialize portion of the
interpreter has two functions. It loads the
source code from a peripheral and it ini-
tializes the workspace. As it loads, it also
scans the source code looking for subroutine
statements. The name of each subroutine is
put into the subroutine name table, and the
corresponding position in the code is put
into the subroutine address lookup table
shown in figure 1. The initialize routine is
entered from the system monitor, and the
initialize routine returns control to the
system monitor.

Scan: The scan portion of the interpreter
receives control from the monitor and scans
the code starting from the current contents
of the line pointer. Depending upon which
of the 12 instructions of table 1 is encoun-
tered, this routine jumps to one of the
routines as shown in figure 1 in order to
execute one line of code. If an end of file
(EOF) character or an error is encountered,
the scan routine transfers back to the moni-
tor for text editing, reloading or further
execution.

A trace option is included in the scan
routine which prints the name and value of
all assignment statements as they are exe-
cuted. This option is included for debugging
and tutorial purposes.

Assignments: If the scan routine detects
an assignment statement then the interpreter
jumps to the EQN routine of figure 2. The
EQN routine operation is outlined in table 2
as a list of operations and operands.

The EQN routine uses the routine EVAL

Operation Operand
JSR Igvarad
JSR leval
.POP wdeval
MOV (wptr),

. wdeval
~JSR Ifinstm

Description

: Get wvariable address. Use current line pointer to
fetch variable name. See if name is in name table.
If it is, transfer its address to (wptr). If it is not, add
name to table. Transfer symbol address from symbol
value pointer to workspace at (wptr). Update the
line pointer up to the equal sign.

; Subroutine EVAL evaluates the right side of the
expression and returns the value on the stack.

Put result from EVAL call into workspace.

Transfer the result from EVAL call to the location
specified by the contents of (wptr).

; Scan the rest of the line of code skipping over the
comment field up to the carriage return and update
the current line pointer.

Table 2: An outline of the EQN routine. The routine first gets the variable
address, then evaluates the right side of the expression and puts the value into
the workspace. It then skips over the comment field to the carriage return,
updates the line pointer, and decodes the next line of code. This outline flows
from top to bottom, with the “operations’ and “operands” intended to be
used with a macroassembler.

L1 mode: In this mode an operand, unary operator, left parenthesis, or function is

expected.
If this token
type is
received Then perform operation
operand: stack the operand. If the operator stacked is nota (",
perform the indicated binary operation. Proceed to
mode L2.
operator: must be unary. Stack operator and stay in mode L1.
Push a O onto the stack if operator is a minus sign.
function: push variable near operand stack. Push $ onto opera-
tor stack to indicate a function. Stay in mode L1.
right
parenthesis: error.
left

parenthesis:

push it onto operator stack. Stay in mode L1.

L2 mode: In this mode an

operator, right parenthesis, or carriage return is expected.

If this token
type is
received

Then perform this operation

operator:

push operator onto stack. Go go mode L1.

operand:

error.

left
parenthesis:

error.

right
parenthesis:

pull operator from stack. If it is a /(" unstack it and
return to mode L2. If it is a $ perform the function,
then return to unstack operation.

carriage
return:

check operator state. Operand stack should have
exactly one value. Convert value to floating point.
Return to EQN routine.

Table 3: The Bauer-Samelson algorithm to determine the order of operation
of an expression. The algorithm starts in the L1 mode looking for an operand.
The execution of the expression starts in the innermost parenthesis and works
from left to right without any consideration for precedence.
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Explanation of error messages used in this flowchart

o Error 1: An operand, “(*, or unary operator ex-
T pected at this point.
STAck °F Error 2: Variable name exceeds six characters.
Error 3: An operator, ‘)", or terminator expected
, at this point.
® Error 4: A left parenthesis not found to balance
this right parenthesis.
Error 5: A carriage return was encountered pre-
EEIT maturely. Check for missing right
CHARACTER parenthesis.
IND: =1
|
PUSH'('
gg;%ﬂTGR
4 STACK PO:S_% LETTER
OPERAND
STACK
PUSH 'O’ PUSH ‘-
ONTO ONTO
£ OPERAND OPERATOR
STACK STACK GET
NEXT
CHARACTER
NO
YES IND: = YES QUTPUT
IND+ | INoog ERROR 2
NO
s | NI Y
e operaTor [®
NUMBER STACK
AL o
POINT
CONVERT
VARIABLE
i TO NUMBER
r ON OPERAND
Pem——a——-— - STACK
| OPERATOR |
: biok a JES| PERFORM
| OPERATOR | OPERATION
! STACK '
L Yusneysuive & No
GET
NEXT -
CHARACTER Figure 2: Flowchart of the modified Bauer-
Samelson algorithm. The table of error
=y messages summarizes all the errors that may
ﬁj&::g: L —® be encountered while an expression is being
STACK evaluated. For an algorithmic explanation
of the flowchart see table 3.
PULL NEXT
CHARACTER
OFF
OPERATOR
STACK
CHARACTER FUNCTION
FROM iUl NAME OFF f— DO FUNCTION
OPERAND OPERAND
qT.ﬂCK STACK
{ RETURN )
OUTPUT OUTPUT
ERROR 5 ERROR 4
( ReTurN )
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Equation: X = +4.1 VAR (CR)

Present Character
Mode Obtained
L1 +4,
L2 1
L1 VAR
L1 (unstack)
L2 CR

New Operand

New Operator
Stack Stack

4
4

4 VAR

4tVAR

41VAR

i

pal

Equation: X = (+4* — VAR + COS(SIN(-Y))) (CR)

Present Character
Mode Obtained

L1 (
L1 +4
L2 »
L1 VAR
L1 {unstack)
2 +
L1 COosl
L1 SIN (
L1 =Y
L1 (unstack)
L2 )
L1 (unstack)
L2 )
L1 (unstack)
L2 )
L1 {unstack)
L2 CR

New Operand New Operator
Stack Stack

+4

1.4
4,0VAR
{4"—{V;AFI]

(),Ccos
(),COS,SIN
{ ),COS,SIN0,Y
( ),COS,SIN,(-Y)
{ ),COS,SIN(-Y)
{no change)
{ ),COS,(SIN{—Y)
()

)
no change
exit

b+

o wwnn

e
wonn
|

+

Listing 3: Two examples of parsing done by the EVAL routine. The first equation is performed
sequentially from left to right since there are no parentheses to change the order of execution.
The second expression contains parentheses to modify the order of execution. The first opera-
tion performed is the sine of —Y. The cosine of that value is then determined. The value of
VAR is then subtracted from that value and added to +4. The symbol 1 is used to designate

exponentiation,

to evaluate the right side of the equation,
then the value returned on the operand stack
is transferred to the location assigned the
variable. The FINSTM routine skips over any
comment field up to the carriage return.

EVAL: The EVAL routine uses a slightly
modified Bauer-Samelson algorithm to deter-
mine the order of execution of an expres-
sion. [For a thorough discussion of this
method see February 1976 BYTE, page 26.]
The execution starts in the innermost
parentheses and works from left to right
without any consideration for precedence.
Since many different types of precedence
have been used in other languages, confusion
is likely. This procedure minimizes the size
of the stack and conforms with the conven-
tions of APL and most assemblers. Prece-
dence is established by parentheses which
make the ordering unambiguous.

The algorithm is shown in table 3 as an
action table with two modes L1 and L2. The
algorithm starts in the L1 mode, expecting
an operand, which is a variable or a name. If
an operand is found, the algorithm goes to

the L2 mode, expecting an operator. After
an operand is found, any operators at the
top of the operation stack are executed. A
flowchart of the algorithm is shown in figure
2.

Two examples of parsing by EVAL are
shown in listing 3. The t symbol is used for
exponentiation. In mode L1, the + and — are
considered unary operators, but if they are
encountered in mode L2 they are considered
binary operators. This distinction is the
rationale for operating in the two modes.
The errors described in the table of figure 2
cause the interpreter to terminate execution,
print the line of code up to the error, and
print an error message indicating the
difficulty.

IF: The routine shown in figure 3 first
compares the variable with the expression
and then the interpreter executes the code
up to the corresponding ENDIF statement,
but only if the variable meets the conditions
specified by the IF statement. This routine
uses the EVAL and SEARCH routines.

A flowchart of the SEARCH routine is

GET
VARIABLE
AND ITS
VALUE

SET
INEQUALITY
FLAG

I

CALL EVAL

EVALUATE
EXPRESSION

CALL SEARCH

LOOK FOR
END, ENDIF,
OR IF

CALL FINSTM
SKIP THE

COMMENT
FIELD

GO TO
SCAN

Figure 3: The IF routine
evaluates the expression
and then checks to see if
the inequality has been
satisfied. If the inequality
is not satisfied it will per-
form the operations
between the IF statement
and the line containing the
ENDIF statement. If the
inequality is satisfied then
the interpreter skips over
the instructions and goes
to the line of code directly
after the ENDIF state-
ment.
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shown in figure 4. The SEARCH routine
scans the line of code trying to find an
ENDIF statement. If another IF statement is
encountered the subroutine calls itself to try
to first find another ENDIF before it goes
back to searching for the first ENDIF. If one
ENDIF statement is not found for each IF
before an END or ENDDO statement, an
error is announced.

An IF and its corresponding ENDIF may
not straddle an ENDDO. If this were al-
lowed, the data stored on the stack by the
DO loop might not be unstacked as the DO
loop is exited.

Search: Each line of code is inspected
until an END, ENDIF or IF is encountered.
An IF causes the search to initiate another
search for an ENDIF, an END causes an
error, and an ENDIF causes a return.

Figure 4: The SEARCH routine inspects each line of code until an END,
ENDIF or IF command is encountered. An I F statement causes the search to
initiate another search for an ENDIF. Note that this means that the routine
will be calling itself recursively, so care must be taken in allocating and pre-
serving local data within SEARCH during recursion. An END statement
causes an error and an ENDIF statement causes a return from the SEARCH

routine.

( search )
A

GET NEXT

EXPRESSION
| e
| 1S 1
| EXPRESSION |
| END, ENDIF, e NO
Lennno ORIF |

-------- = YES
------- bl
|'s | CALL SEARCH
i YES
IF:PRES&ON I b RECURSIVE
! ! SEARCH
{ g | R0
Fmm Ty
HE I
IEXPRESSION | __ TEST NJES OUTPUT
IEND OR ENDDO ? ERROR
b NO ]
|

RETURN

g

Figure 5: The DO routine will perform the operations between the line of
code containing the DO statement and the line of code containing the
ENDDQO statement until the inequality is satisfied. When the inequality is
satisfied the interpreter will exit the DO loop and perform the first line of
code that follows the ENDDO statement.
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LOOKUP
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PUSH CURRENT|
LINE NUMBER
ONTO STACK

LINE NUMBER

CALL SCAN

EXECUTE
INSTRUCTIONS

START OF PULL OLD
RETURN ey LINE POINTER
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[
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CALL SCAN

EXECUTE
INSTRUCTION

GET
VARIABLE
VALUE
END l
ERROR
RESET
LINE
POINTER
GET
VARIABLE |
VALUE
CLEAR SYMBOL
I TABLE AND
STACKS
OUTPUT
ERROR
MESSAGE
SKIP OVER
| COMMENT
FIELD
JUMP OVER
COMMENT
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MONITOR
GO TO
MONITOR

Figure 7: The END statement should be the
very last statement at the end of a program
or subroutine. If during normal operation an
END statement is encountered, there has
been an error in execution. This END
ERROR routine is used before the inter-
preter exits to the monitor program.

SCAN NEXT
LINE OF
CODE

Pulﬁl. LOOP
ADDRESS OFF

STACK

SCAN NEXT

RETURN
TO MONITOR

Figure 6: Flowchart for the CALL and RETURN routines. The interpreter

LINE OF
CODE

QUTPUT
ERROR
MESSAGE

allows multiple return statements and allows the subroutine to have a return

from within a DO loop. Subroutines may be nested with the only limit being

the amount of memory space that is available for use by the stack.
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Figure 8: The EXIT routine transfers control
back to the monitor program. The line
pointer is reset to the beginning of the
program, the stacks are reset to their original
values, and the symbol table is cleared.
f—

DO: The flowchart of the DO routine is
shown in figure 5. The DO loop routine
stores the line pointer on the stack. The line
pointer will be used later by the ENDDO
macroinstruction to determine where to
return in the source code. The use of a stack
allows nested DO loops. The lack of state-
ment labels excludes the possibility of errors
caused by not nesting DO loops within each
other (which is possible in a language like
FORTRAN).

The UNTIL instruction provides the
means of exit from a DO loop. When the
variable satisfies the inequality, the program
moves to the code past the next ENDDO
statement. For a DO loop of fixed length the
variable must be initialized prior to the DO
statement and incremented within the loop.

Subroutine Call: The CALL routine
shown in figure 6 determines the location of
the subroutine code in the code list by
looking up the location in a table. The table
of locations is built for later use during the
initialization process before any code is
executed. The location of the current posi-
tion in the code is saved in the stack. Usually
the operand stack is used.

The RETURN routine recovers from the
subroutine by loading the old line address
from the stack into the line pointer. A
RETURN from within a DO loop presents a
special problem which is resolved by search-
ing for any lone ENDDO statements and
pulling the loop address off of the stack.

END and EXIT: The END routine is
shown in figure 7. The END routine denotes
the end of the program or subroutine. Its
main purpose is to prevent the program
execution from proceeding into another
routine, causing an error.

The EXIT routine shown in figure 8 is
responsible for transferring control back to
the monitor and mopping up chores such as
resetting the line pointer to the beginning,
resetting stacks, and clearing the symbol
table. It normally would not clear the
subroutine table as the code may be rerun
later.

Conclusion

The interpreter is especially adapted to
interactive programming. The language



presented here is tailored to structured
programming techniques which can yield
clear, precise code. Our implementation of
the interpreter is written in a macrolanguage
which may be adapted to any microproces-
sor by defining each macroinstruction in the
assembly language of the microprocessor. A
compiler for the same macrolanguage was
also written so that a resident machine
language version may be made when it is
required.

The main features of this interpreter are:
the structured language, the methods for
evaluating expressions, and the methods for
handling 10. Much of the detail in handling
data is taken over by the interpreter so that
only the fundamental considerations must
be considered in writing a program.m
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Your Tarbell Going

General Theory

The function of the Tarbell cassette
interface (referred to as the “Tarbell”)
is to enable a computer system to save the
contents of memory on audio tape. The pur-
pose of this article is to explain how the
Tarbell interface works and to suggest some
improvements to its design for readers who
have had difficulties with the unit.

The Tarbell is intended for use with
inexpensive cassette recorders: the inputs
and outputs are matched for the typical
Aux In, Ext Spkr and Earphone connec-
tions. The computer interface to the Tarbell
is on a byte level, with the bytes and com-
mands passed by 10 instructions on the
Altair (S-100) bus.

ANALOG SECTION

CASSETTE

SHIFT IN

BUS
INTERFACE

Lo

BUS

INTERFACE

Figure 1: Block diagram of the Tarbell cassette interface board.
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The Tarbell converts digital information
to an audio form that can be written on
magnetic tape. In turn, it recovers the
digital data from the audio signal. These
are the primary functions; the rest have to
do with the ‘‘housekeeping” involved with
the Altair (S-100) interface.

Figure 1 shows a simplified block draw-
ing of the Tarbell.

A cassette recorder has definite fre-
quency limitations. The higher the fre-
quency, the less accurate the signal repro-
duction will be. On the other hand, speed
of operation is critical for the success of a
storage medium. The Tarbell makes its
compromise at approximately 1500 bps.
This is determined by the interface clock.

The rate of data flow to the cassette
must be known if the data is to be re-
covered. At first it might seem that we
could use the same clock to move raw data
to and from the tape. The problem is that a
cumulative error will quickly build up when
a long stream of data is read. There are two
solutions to this. First, write the data only
in small groups (say ten bits) with definite
start and stop points in each group. This
is called asynchronous recording. Second,
write long uninterrupted data streams and
include some clock information with the
data. This is called synchronous recording.

The Tarbell generates synchronous data
streams. Some clock information is added
to the data by a technique known as phase
encoding. To phase encode, one simply
performs an exclusive OR operation with the
clock and data (see figure 2). The Tarbell
block diagram now takes on the form of
figure 3.



Note that phase encoding does not mean
that the decoding circuitry is free from the
task of generating a matching clock. This
will still be a critical part of the operation.
We have simply eliminated the possibility
of cumulative timing errors.

Assembly

The Tarbell cassette interface board is
plated through but does not use a solder
mask or silk screen printing. A 30 page
manual is included with all needed parts.
The kit does not include sockets for inte-
grated circuits.

Assembly is not difficult. The original
design lacked several pull up resistors and
small capacitors, which led to noise prob-
lems. Subsequent revisions have incor-
porated these parts without any major
board changes. Consequently, some of these
parts are in unlikely places. A careful ex-
amination of the assembly drawing is re-
quired. If you have access to a copying
machine, | suggest that you copy the parts
list, assembly drawing, and two schematic
pages to facilitate construction. Repeatedly
flipping back and forth in the manual be-
comes tiring and one does not feel so bad
about checking off items in pencil on a
working copy as construction progresses.

There is a 50 k potentiometer on the
board that is inappropriate. It is of the
thumbwheel variety, and is too big: you
cannot insert a board in the Altair bus slot
directly in front of a Tarbell. There are also
electronic problems with this part, which we
will get to presently.

Operation (Digital Sections)

For output, bytes are loaded into a shift
register. A timer clocks data out of the
register into an exclusive OR gate. The same
timing signal goes into the other input of
the exclusive OR. The result is that a phase
encoded signal is written onto the tape. A
status bit informs the computer program
that the last bit is being transmitted and the
next byte can be loaded.

For input, the decoded clock signal feeds
the data into a shift register. For startup, the
register is examined for a sync byte. When
this pattern is detected, a modulo 8 counter

ol N = gt B

) T T TS| DATA
PHASE
[l Eeae

Figure 2: Phase encoding. The Tarbell interface uses this technique, which
involves performing an exclusive OR operation with the clock and the data.

is enabled. This counter flags the computer
program after eight new bits (byte) are
loaded into the shift register. The sync
byte pattern (hexadecimal E6, or binary
11100110) is hardwired into the interface.

A cassette with a sync stream written on
it is supplied. An LED on the Tarbell is
supposed to light up when the aforemen-
tioned sync code is detected. The setup
operation consists of adjusting the cassette
volume control and the 50 k pot until the
LED remains on with a steady light. Here is
where the difficulties begin.

I

CLOCK
ANALOG SECTION
ENCODE

SHIFT OUT U D >

» CASSETTE
SHIFT IN

BUS BUS Figure 3: A more de-
INTERRACE INFEREACE tailed block diagram of
the Tarbell cassette inter-

face showing the phase
encoding and decoding
procedures.
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The presence of a steady sync light is a

74L86 A B good indication, but it does not guarantee

the ability to read long files. A single missed

SEREK 1KkQ clock pulse in the sync stream will almost
OUTPUT TO CASSETTE : ; /

DATA AUX INPUT ce‘rtalnly go unnotlced: However, a single

" % missed clock pulse during the reading of a

g data file will cause the subsequent bits to

be read incorrectly. Also, the sync stream

does not have a 010 pattern in it, which

turns out to be a prime candidate for drop-

ping a clock pulse.
A | | l | | | I l | With some cassette players and Tarbell

combinations, the control settings are non-

/\/—\—/\/\/ critical. The lack of a good setup indicator
8 isn't important in these cases. On other

cassette players the settings are critical;

Figure 4: Output section of the Tarbell interface. The circuit contains a extremely so. Here, the absence of a source
simple low pass filter with a cutoff frequency of 1.5 kHz. The filter eliminates of feedback for the setup is sorely missed.
the high order harmonics to produce an approximate sine wave, which is Our early experiences with the Tarbell
then recorded onto the cassette. were problematical. As we began to look
+5
1K
f 74L86 *3
SW7 (TYPICAL) 8
iy | B
&7
033 | RSB
Y Dh # so
[} 2 14 |12 PoT
[ | R R i Tl T (A= il i i RAW
l +5 : DATA
' 8720 POSITIVE EDGE I
| 9K |
| I
7 I 74L74
| = RECOVERED
I 2| DATA
|
I
CASSETTE C6 : 1 _|s
INPUT 02 | ELL  SHIFT
© I REGISTER
I
cle
1008 2 5022 | |compPaRATOR SR A N |
RECOVERED CLOCK

*0ON SOME MODELS,THIS MAY BE A 2.4K RESISTOR

Figure 5: Input circuitry of the Tarbell cassette interface (internal details of the 8T20 circuit have been included for clarity).
The incoming sine wave signal is transformed into a digital signal by the comparator circuit inside the 8T20 (see figure 6).
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more closely at the device, we ran into more this circuit by providing hysteresis: When
questions than answers. For example: the output of the comparator is high the

; ; divider circuit is electrically equivalent to
A thy dol ditisrent T.arl?c?ll units have figure 7a. When the output is low, the cir-
different levels of reliability?

; ! cuit is roughly equal to that of figure 7b.
B Wity d_o set?mmg{y equiraiant, taps The effect of this is to eliminate oscillation
decks yield different performances?

3 A about the bias point.
C. Why will a very cheap cassette machine e
outperform one costing many times

more money? A

D. Why do some very good cassette tape l 8 o /\ AL\ R
brands fail to do well with the Tarbell, > " P MNS MV
while others, even less expensive [ (SRR SR o8

ones, do a fine job?
E. Why must (as the manual recommends) +
the tone control be placed at maxi-
mum treble? With the highest fre-
quency we wish to have on the tape
being 1500 Hz, the results should be

|

better with the tone control on a Figure 6: Action of the comparator inside the 8T20 circuit. The comparator
high bass setting. acts as a zero crossover detector to transform the sinusoidal input from the
F. How were the resistance and capaci- cassette into a stream of digital pulses.
tance values in the analog sections
chosen? (7a) (7b)
With these questions in mind, we took a
closer look at the Tarbell and came up with ) *5

the following information.

The critical part of any tape storage sys-
tem is the analog input section. The entire 3K 3K
digital data and clock recovery circuit of
the Tarbell is constructed from a single
IC (the 8T20) and a few passive components,

Figure 4 gives the output section. This is
really a simple low pass filter with a cutoff 1.5K I.5K 4.7K
frequency of 1.5 kHz. The filter eliminates
the high order harmonics of the output digi-
tal signal. The result is a sine wave, or nearly
0.

The input section of the Tarbell is shown (7c)
in figure 5. We have drawn out the internal
8T20 circuitry. Data on the 8T20 in the
early Tarbell manuals was absent.

To recover the data, it is first necessary
to convert the sine wave recovered from the /

cassette unit to a digital signal. Assume for
the moment that the sine wave is symmetric
about O0V. A comparator with one input

grounded (a zero detect circuit) would then
produce a digital signal that matches the
original one (see figure 6).
Once the input signal passes through C6
(a 0.2 uF capacitor in the Tarbell input sec-
tion), it loses any DC level. The DC level is 4J
then set by the 9 k and 5 k voltage divider

1.9V *10% 1.6V £10%

N

\
\ %
|
|

resistors inside the 8T20. To convert the Figure 7: Equivalent circuits for the voltage divider input circuit (R1, R3,
signal properly, the positive input of the R2 and D1) in figure 5, plus the resulting output waveform. Figure 7a shows
8T20 comparator must also be set to this the equivalent circuit for the case when the comparator is high, and figure 7b
voltage. This is accomplished by the voltage shows the equivalent circuit when the comparator is low. Figure 7c is the
divider formed by R1 and R3. As figure 5 output waveform. This hysteresis effect is designed to eliminate oscillation
shows, R2 and diode CR1 play a part in of the comparator if a signal “hovers’ about the bias point.
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Figure &: Recovery of the clock from the
encoded signal. The encoded signal is formed
by performing an exclusive OR operation on

i . oo [ ¢ | o 0 ORIGINAL DATA
f—Tc—f
i ] S W e SR (e S S | e
3
i l [ LT seac”
RECOVERED
L ooy L LI Clock

|#———={ PULSE 15 75% OF CLOCK PERIOD, T,

MONOSTABLE
TRIGGER

the data and the clock. To recover the clock,
a one shot with a duration of exactly 0.75
clock cycles fires on every transition of the
encoded signal.

RESULT OF ALL Is ITOO OROTOI

OR ALL Os KTRANSITION IN ORIGINAL DATA
e ] | 1L L_J
— L || i | L LJ LJ

\

CLOCK RECOVERY NOW IN SYNC

OUT OF SYNC

L
L

Figure 9: Automatic synchronization of the
one shot (monostable) pulses and the signal
transitions (see figure 8). As soon as a1 to
0 or a O to 1 transition takes place in the
data, the recovery one shot is forced to
“fall in line.”

Figure 10: Complete timing diagram for signal processing in the Tarbell

interface.

HEXADECIMAL 22 E6H-SYNC BYTE

o] | o} 0 0 |

ORIGINAL DATA TO TARBELL

ORIGINAL CLOCK

PHASE ENCODED CLOCK AND DATA

ANALOG SIGNAL TO AND FROM

CASSETTE
ASSUMES "PERFECT" REPRODUCTION

DIGITAL SIGNAL RECOVERED FROM
ANALOG

RECOVERED CLOCK-GENERATED BY
MONOSTABLE

RECOVERED DATA-WHICH IS INVERTED

KDAT& BECOMES VALID AFTER FIRST
OTO | TRANSITION
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INVERT TO ORIGINAL DATA

(#THIS LOW FREQUENCY WAVE WILL OFTEN BE LOW IN
VOLUME AND DISTORTED, RESULTING IN A DROPPED
CLOCK AND LOSS OF SYNCHRONIZATION



SYMMETRIC SINE WAVE
/(mpm TO COMPARATOR

DC "TRIGGER" LEVELS,
WITH HYSTERESIS,

INPUT TO COMPARATOR
SHOWN INCORRECTLY

A e

C16 reduces any very high frequency
noise coming in on the line. C6, besides
serving as a coupling capacitor, also forms
a filter with the 8T20's internal 5 k resistor.
The effect is to reduce the low frequency
part of the signal. It is also an effective
60 Hz and “wow’’ filter.

Once the original digital signal has been
recovered, we can proceed to reconstruct the
clock signal, and from that, the data. On
every transition of the digital signal, a
monostable is triggered (see figure 8). The
timing of the pulse is critical. It should be
75% of the period of the output clock.
(You may have to study figure 8 carefully
in order to understand how this recovery
process works.)

Next, examine figure 9. It shows the
automatic synchronization process of the
monostable pulses and the signal transi-
tions. As soon asa 1 to 0 or a0 to 1 transi-
tion occurs in the original data, the recovery
monostable is forced to *‘fall in line.” For
this reason, some kind of start byte is re-
quired ahead of the normal sync byte when
using the Tarbell. The entire process is
shown in figure 10.

The major problem with this circuit is
its sensitivity to waveshape and amplitude.
The primary cause of this rests in the way
the DC levels are set for the comparator.
The 8T20 specifications give the reference
voltage available at pin 7 as a nominal 1.4 V,
with minimum and maximum values of 0.8

SET FOR SINE WAVE,
TRUE DC LEVEL

SINE WAVE DC LEVEL

SYMMETRIC RESULT OF
MATCHED DC LEVELS INPUTS TO
COMPARATOR

J—— } ASYMMETRIC RESULT OF
MISMATCHED DC LEVELS,WITH

HYSTERESIS

and 2.0 V, respectively. Since the ''+'" input
to the comparator is set by an independent
voltage divider, an error of half a volt is
possible. Figure 11 shows the effect of mis-
matched DC levels. As you can see, the
more closely these DC levels are matched,
the better off you will be.

The timing distortion produced by this
effect can be compensated for by the proper
setting of the monostable, up to a point.
However, the more the timing is off, the
more critical the pot setting will be.

The monostable pulse time is determined
by C7 and R8, a 50k pot. The timing is
defined by the relation:

Tw=(C) (R) (In 2)

For the given Tarbell output frequency we
require a pulse of (.67 ms) (0.75) = 0.5 ms.
Therefore, the R/C relation is R= .72/C, with
R in kilohms and C in microfarads. For a
.033 uF capacitor, R should be 21.85 k&2;
for .039 uF, it should be 18.5 kf2. A large
fixed resistor in series with a 5 k§2 trimpot
would do a far better job here.

The next factor affecting this timing is
in the cassette transport itself. Flutter, a
high frequency variation in tape speed, will
cause the sine waves to vary in period.
Figure 12a shows the effect of flutter.

The shape, symmetry, and amplitude
of the wave will also affect this timing.
Inexpensive tape machines generally use
tone controls that work in tandem with the

Figure 11: Effect of mis-
matched comparator input

DC levels.
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(12¢)

(12e)

W D [

= R

Figure 12: Factors causing timing distortion in Tarbell processed signals. Figure 12a shows the
effects of flutter, or high frequency variations in tape speed. Figures 12a, 12b and 12c¢ illustrate
the effects of shape, symmetry and amplitude, respectively, of the signal waveform on the
digitized output. Figure 12 shows how changes in signal amplitude caused by the low pass filter

168

in the input circuit (see C6 in figure 5) can affect pulse width.

AW
VAVAYA

A S

HYSTERESIS PRESENT

Figure 13: Effect of the presence of hys-
teresis: a sudden unexplained dip in DC
level,

Figure 14: High amplitude signal with steep
sides resulting from a high treble setting on
the cassette recorder.
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volume control. Each will affect the other.
The effects of these factors are shown in
figures 12b, c, and d.

The high pass filter created by C6 in the
Tarbell causes the amplitude of the input
signal to vary according to frequency. The
result is shown in figure 12e. This frequency
change area is already a sensitive point;
the mismatch of amplitudes compounds
matters.

We noticed one additional effect in a
Tarbell unit, for which we have no explana-
tion as yet. The input appears as in figure 13
whenever the hysteresis circuit is connected.
With the hysteresis removed the wave
oscillates about a fixed center line.

Bearing all of this in mind, we're ready
to try for some answers.

Tarbell units with the more closely
matched DC level inputs to their comparators
will be less sensitive to all of the factors
that can cause problems. A very slight
difference, even 200 mV, is significant.

Also, the higher the input signal ampli-



tude, the less likely any of the waveshape Figure 15: Suggested changes to the Tarbell +5
factors are to have any effect. front end circuitry.

Why do some Tarbell units work in the 330
higher end of their volume range but not at o
the very top? This is due to the connection | Leo”
between the volume and tone controls. O02uF ] oA
When the volume is at maximum, especially CASSETTE |l 720
where the treble control is also at an ex- INPUT l |0022 5
treme, the waveshape is severely distorted. BF i A

When the tone control is at maximum, i
the amplitude of the signal is increased and gg;g:g‘;‘; I
the waveshape is affected. The general out- MAY IMPROVE
come is a wave with steep sides about the PERFORMANCE
“zero level” (see figure 14). The amplitude
increase and steep sides tend to produce a +5
more accurate digital signal. 50RIOK

i i i i POT : 4.7K
A high bass setting reduces the amplitude

of the wave with a greater effect on the

higher frequency section. With some cassette | \REMOVE HYSTERESIS
players, a full bass setting can produce up S LK

to a 3 dB per octave loss beginning in the dL

area of a few hundred Hz. It is the overall

signal loss that makes a high bass tone setting SUBSTITUTE POT TO

unacceptable. ADJUST INPUT DC LEVEL

NORTHWEST NMS 85/P = 8085 + PASCAL
MICROCOMPUTER = e
SYSTEMS

B Fully integrated UCSD PASCAL

B CP/M*

B 3 Mhz 8085 CPU

B Double density DMA disk controller

B 1.2 Megabytes of on-line storage

B 54 K of static RAM

B 24x80, 12" CRT display

B R5232 Serial communication port

B R5232 Serial printer port ..
B TTL compatible paralleled ports Options include:

Hardware flootin% point
AMD 9511, 32 bit, arithmetic, tri

NOW SHIPPING functions divide approximately 12 #5

Graphics, bit-mapped dot
$7495 complete 5 Mhz 8085 CPU

FORTRAN, BASIC-C, COBOL
*CP/M is a trademark of Digital Research Applications software

MAIN OFFICE: 121 EAST ELEVENTH AVE. ¢ EUGENE, OREGON 97401 ¢ (503) 485-0626
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Listing 1:

cassette interface.

ceeo
eees
aeee
aeee
¢ean
eeen
eaee
eeaz
ReeE
aee7
eeeA
eeen
aean
eeen
eeep
¢ eer
eail
eela
eaLs
eel7
eels
eels
e@1s
a@1s
aels
eels
eels
eela
eeic
eelc
Be1E
eezl
eeaa
eo26
eaz9
e@zc
a@g2c
aeac
e0o2F
@azF
ea3z2
ealz
2234
ee3e
ea39
e @3B
ee@e3c
eean
@ear
eesl

READY

CASC

£1G

170

eé
CcD
[
cD
c3a

DB
E6
ca
78
L3
c9

JE
D3

26
cD
ca
a6
cD
CA

cD
c3

DB
E6
ce
DB
B8
c9

ee
er
E&
eD
ea

6E
2@
@D

6E

1e
6E

a2
3z
ac
E6
32
IC

3C

6F
18
a2
&6F

@e6E
TEST eels
ea3r

The author’s
test tape for the Tarbell

oe

oe
ee

ea

oe
ae

ae
e
ea

ae

ee

CAEsC
CASC
=

The presence of even mild dropouts on
the cassette tape will also cause problems.
A 1 ms loss of a few decibels of output level
wouldn’t be noticed in audio work, but
could mean the fatal dropping of a clock
pulse when recording digital information.
Thus, some cassette tapes that pass audio
tests with flying colors may be unacceptable
for digital applications. (We have had ex-
cellent results with Scotch low noise, high
density C-60 tape.)

As for the differences in cassette decks,
there are many possible factors: probably
the main one is the amplitude of the output
signal. However, the amplitude effect is
closely tied to the waveshape, and a pure
sinewave does not always yield the best
results. In other words, high cost and ac-
curate reproduction do not guarantee good
performance.

Eq1! 6Lkl
ECU 6FH

# UNWITE OUT STREAM OF ALTERMNATING
= SYNC (E6H) LYTES ANL TEST (22H) EYTES

=

LooPW ey VAL § bs 22H
CALL S1L
MUL EsLEH
CALL sUb
JMF LOOPW
*
= SUE WILL WRITE TO THE TARBELL
-
5UB InN CAsC = TEST STATUS
ANI 2@H
JNZ 5UE
MOV Asb
ouT CASC = QUTPUT BYTE
RET
-
# TEST PROGRAM = THE TAPL GENERATED
* AEQOVE IS5 PLAYED WHILE FUNNING THIS
* PROGRAM. A SIGNAL (BELL., BEEF, OR
* LIGHT) IMPLIES AN ERROR DETECTED.
*
TEST MvI As 1BH
ouT CASC = RESET TARBELL
*
LOOFR HvI Bs,22H
CALL SUBR = READ BYTE
JNZ MISS *= NZ--NOT 22H., ERR
MVI Bs2E6H # 22H, CHECK SYNC
CALL SUBR
JZ LOOPR *= SYNC OK. LOOP
-
+ 224 MISSED., GIVE ERNOR SIGNAL-.
ML 5SS CALL 51G = USER SUPPLIED
-
JMP TEST * RESET., RESTART
*
SUER N CASC
AN1 18H * BYTE READY?
JNz SUBR
IN CASD = INPUT BYTE
CMP B * COMPARE
RET
-
SI1G Ds 2eD * ADD SIGNAL HERE.
-
LOOFPW @eee SuB 28eD
MISS5 @eac SUBR ©@32
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Corrections

A few simple changes in the Tarbell input
section will significantly improve perform-
ance. (Refer to figure 15.)

First, remove the hysteresis circuit,
either by cutting the trace on the rear of
the card that connects R2 to CR1, or by
simply removing one of these two com-
ponents. If you are a diehard believer in
hysteresis, replace R2 with a 47 k or larger
resistor. Bear in mind that the 8T20 specs
give a £4 mV input threshold.

Next, replace R1 with a 5 k or 10 k pot.
This will enable you to set the “+” input
level to match the signal DC level.

Set up the Tarbell with its cassette
player. Place a logic probe on pin 1 or 9 of
the 8T20 (or add a resistor and LED as in
figure 15). With the cassette player off,
adjust the R1 replacement pot near the
area where the light switches from on to
off.

Set the tone and volume controls to their
halfway paints. Use the program in listing 1
to generate a test tape. Note that a special
test byte (hexadecimal 22, binary 00100010)
alternates with sync.

Now play back the tape with the test
program running. A signal (light, beep,
etc) implies an error. First adjust the 50 k
Tarbell pot. You should be able to get a
steady sync light with few or no error
signals. From there, adjust the volume and
tone controls until you can run a long test
without a single error signal. As with a well
running Tarbell, you should have a large
range of acceptable cassette settings.

Our experiences with Tarbells with these
few changes have been excellent. They are
totally reliable. Further, tapes written on
other systems, can generally be read without
readjusting the various control settings.

Conclusions

With revision D of the board, the noise
prone floating inputs have been tied down
(or up). But the input circuit is still lacking.
The 8T20 internal bias resistors are clearly
intended for use with a TTL input, not an
analog one. The lack of adjustment on this
bias will continue to cause problems, necessi-
tating fixes such as the one given.

On the plus side, the Tarbell is a con-
tinually evolving and improving device. The
responsiveness of its manufacturer (Don
Tarbell) is unsurpassed in the industry.



The board is available, has no ‘“exotic”
components, and is simple to set up and use.

The cassette writing scheme which the
Tarbell executes is one of several cassette
methodologies now being used in the per-
sonal computing field. Several versions of
this type of recording method are now
available in the hobby market. The 1500 bps

speed is acceptable for work with small to
medium length data files. For program load-
ing, it is excellent.

We'll take this opportunity to cast our
vote for phase encoding at 800 bits per inch
as a cassette standard and recommend it,
from whatever manufacturer, for small
computer systems.®

Manufacturer’s Reply

Thanks for the opportunity to reply to
Larry Weinstein's article.

First, to reply to the questions posed:
A, B, C, and D are somewhat_related. The
main source of reliability problems we have
found on the interface is faulty integrated
circuits. These are sometimes difficult to
isolate, especially when the problem is not
occurring all the time. Tape drives vary
considerably in their performance charac-
teristics. The main requirements for our in-
terface are a frequency response to 8000 Hz,
and an output amplitude of at least 5V
peakr to peak. We haven't found any recorders
that have these characteristics that haven't
worked with the interface. Some expensive
recorders, sadly, don't have the above
minimum requirements.

As mentioned in question E, the highest
frequency the interface works with is ap-
parently 1500 Hz. A certain number of har-
monics above this, however, are required to
accurately reproduce the phase shifts that
this method uses. That's why it's usually
better to have the tone set high. To answer
question F, the parts values were generally
first chosen by a combination of calculation
and experience. They were then tuned
empirically (ie: diddled on the breadboard)
for optimum operation.

| don't think of C6 as a filter capacitor so
much as | think of it as a differentiating
capacitor. [ts main purpose in my mind,

in addition to removing the DC component,

is to translate the peaks of the input wave-
form into zero crossings. In this way, the
circuit becomes less dependent on input
amplitude. Although the worst case toler-
ances of the components in the input sec
tion theoretically could cause a problem,
our experience is that they don't. Out of the

many units that have been returned for
repair, none required adjustment or replace-
ment of these components to make them
work. On the other hand, it is true that
replacement of RI with a potentiometer
could mean the difference between operating
or not operating with a marginal recorder.
The reason that a pot was not used in the
design is that | felt the fewer pots there were
to adjust, the better off the user would be.

We don't put a fixed resistor in series
with the 50 k pot because we want to allow
the user to adapt to much faster or slower
speeds, as his requirement dictates. The
reason for the hysteresis is to reduce the
effects of noise on the input signal. With a
sufficient amount of input amplitude, the
percentage of distortion introduced by the
hysteresis is minimal. Many computers have
a fairly high level of noise, and so do many
recorders. If you have a very clean system,
vou may not need the hysteresis, and can
remove it as he suggests. This will also allow
vou to work with lower amplitudes, such
as are generated by tape decks without
amplifiers.

In spite of the above comments, | feel
that Mr Weinstein's article is a valuable
one, and is accurate, on the whole, His test
program, especially, is excellent. | hope,
however, that readers will not try the
changes suggested in the article unless they
actually are having problems. | would also
like to take this opportunity to announce
that the 90 day, no fault warranty on this
product has now been extended to six
months, and to encourage customers to send
their boards back for a quick repair.

Donald E Tarbell

Tarbell Electronics

20620 S Leapwood Av, Suite P
Carson CA 90746
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“This is the best handbook of data
communications system technology
that this reviewer has yet
encountered.” — Arvid G. Larson in
ACM Computing Reviews
February 1978

Digital Press announces the
publication of TECHNICAL
ASPECTS OF DATA COMMUNI-
CATION by John McNamara.

Written for the practicing pro-
fessional, TECHNICAL ASPECTS
OF DATA COMMUNICATION
details the nuts-and-bolts prob-
lems and solutions in configuring
communications systems. It
features: * comparison of protocols
(DDCMP, BISYNC, SDLC) * exten-
sive explanation of interface stand-
ards (CCITT/V.24, RS232C, RS422,
RS423) » six comprehensive
appendices (how far/how fast?,
modem options, codes, UART,
format and speed table for asyn-
chronous communication, chan-
nel conditioning) * 20 milliampere
loop © telephone switching
systems * error detection

* 382 pages * 125 figures * 70
pages of tables * index * hardcover

Eveat ueve

This month we begin a formal Event
Queue, a calendar of coming events
which we know about as of press time.
In order to gain optimum coverage of
vour organization's meetings, computer
conferences, seminars, workshops, etc,
notice should reach our office at least
three months in advance of the date of
the event. Entries should be sent to:

Event Queue

BYTE magazine

70 Main St
Peterborough NH 03458

Each month we publish the current
contents of the queue for the month of
the cover date, and the two following
calendar months, Thus a given event may
appear as many as three times in this
section if it is sent to wus far enough in
advance.

e
l

Digital Press
Educational Services
Digital Equipment Corp.

I Crosby Drive, Bedford, MA 01730
I'would like to order copies of

| TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF DATA
COMMUNICATION at $19.95 per copy.

| [] Check enclosed "] Money Order enclosed
(Note: Minimum order for Digital Press to

' process purchase order is $35).

] Name

| Address

I City State Zip

- Prices apply in U.S. only, B78
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July 17-19, Data Processing Operations
Management, Houston TX. This seminar
will offer the senior data processing
professional an opportunity to gather
the latest management skills. The cur-
riculum is designed toward practical,
applied data processing management
techniques. Contact Philip M Nowlen,
Program Chairman, Director, Center
for Continuing Education, University of
Chicago, 1307 E 60th St, Chicago IL
60637.

July 17-21, Coding and Information
Theory, UCLA, Los Angeles CA, This
course will present the fundamentals of
representation, storage and transmission
of data. Protection against storage and
transmission errors using error detection
and error correcting (including ham-
ming) codes will be developed. Effi-
ciency enhancement through -infor-
mation compressing codes, predictive
run encoding and Markov chains (pro-
babilistic finite state machines) will be
discussed. Contact Short Course Program
Office, 6266 Boelter Hall, UCLA Exten-
sion, Los Angeles CA 90024, (213)
825-3344 or 825-1295.

July 25-26, Workshop on Use of Com-
puters in Teaching Statistics, University
of New Hampshire, Durham NH. Work-
shop participants will be scheduled for
hands-on use of the following packages:
Minitab I, IDA, SAS, SPSS and BMDP.
Contact Dr Jerry Warren, Director, The
Office of Academic Computing, 304
McConnell Hall, University of New
Hampshire, Durham NH 03824.

July 26, Third Annual Indy Micro-
computer Show, Holiday Inn, Indi-
anapolis IN. There will be exhibits,
demonstrations and technical seminars
addressing the engineering, industrial,
scientific, business and personal applica-
tions of microcomputer systems. Contact
Thurman H Gladden, Naval Avionics
Center, D-810, 600 E 21st St, Indi-
anapolis IN 46218, (317) 353-3208.

July 31-August 4, Digital Filters, Uni-
versity of Toronto CANADA. This
course will provide a practical intro-
duction to the subject of digital filters.
Topics will include the frequency ap-
proach, Fourier series and integrals, non-
recursive filter design, theory of recursive
filter design, discrete Fourier transforms,
fast Fourier transform implementation,
estimation of power spectra and non-
linear phenomena due to quantizing
signals. This course will be of interest to
those who use linear combinations of
data. The emphasis is on its basic nature
and  practicability. Contact Nonie
Watanabe, Short Courses, 6266 Boelter
Hall, UCLA Extension, Los Angeles CA
90024,

August 7-9, Third Jerusalem Conference
on Information, Jerusalem ISRAEL.
The conference will cover a broad range
of topics on computing applications,
science and technology. Primary empha-
sis will be on the role of computers in
the transfer of technology between large
and small countries. Contact Robert W
Rector, Executive Director, AFIPS, 210
Summit Av, Montvale N] 07645, (201)
391-9810.

August 7-9, Laser Beam Information
Systems, Minneapolis MN. This sem-
inar will cover the growing applica-
tion of laser technology in image and
data manipulation in the form of scan-
ning, transmission, reproduction and
control. The principles and practice of
laser beam information systems will be
covered in preparation for direct appli-
cation to such fields as facsimile, com-
puter memory and display, target
identification, reconnaissance, photo-
composition and image manipulation.
Contact Philip M MNowlen, Program
Chairman, Director, Center for Con-
tinuing Education, the University of
Chicago, 1307 E 60th St, Chicago IL
60637.

August 7-11, Coding and Informa-
tion Theory, University of Toronto
CANADA. See July 17-21, UCLA,
for information.



Save 20% on all Dynabyte

Save 15% on all
IMSAI and Cromemco

Save at least 15% on all
TDL and North Star

Contact us for savings on
Micropolis

NORTH STAR
HORIZONS

ABSOLUTELY BEST PRICES
AND BEST DELIVERIES

Horizon 1 Kit, List $1599 $ 1349
Assembled and tested, List $1899 1599
Horizon-2 (with 2 drives) Kit, List $1999 1699
Assembled and tested, List $2349 1939

TDL XITAN ALPHAS

— LIMITED TIME SPECIALS —

Xitan Alpha 1, List $993 $839.95
Xitan Alpha 1.5, List $1172 : 964.95
Xitan Alpha 2, List $1601 1309.95
Xitan Alpha 3, List $1541 1278.95
Xitan Alpha 4, List $1970 1599.95
Xitan Alpha 5, List $2041 1703.95
Xitan Alpha 5-Plus, List $2410 . . 2017.95

MiniMicroMart
ALPHA 1.95 SPECIAL

Similar to TDL Xitan Alpha 2, Kit . $798

TDL Z16K STATIC
MEMORY BOARD

Assembled and Tested
Originally $695
OUR PRICE: $339

We alsc stock TARBELL, MORROW,
SD SALES, XITEX, and others!
- SEND FOR FREE CATALOG —

MiniMicroMart, Inc.

August 21-25, Digital Filters, UCLA. See
July 31-August 4, University of Toronto,
for information,

August 21-September 2, Courses on
Microcomputer |Interfacing and Ana-
log Signal Conditioning, Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and State University,
Blacksburg VA 24060. The objective of
these programs is to provide an educa-
tional experience for scientists, engin-
eers, teachers, managers or technicians in
the areas of microcomputer data acquisi-
tion, instrumentation, and measurement
systems ranging from the analog sensor
through the analog data channels to the
microcomputer. The courses provide a
combined lecture/ laboratory experience.
Continuing education units are provided
for each course. Contact Dr Linda
Leffel, Center for Continuing Educa-
tion, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University, Blacksburg VA 24061,
(303) 951-5241.

August 24-27, PC '78, Philadelphia
Civic Center, Philadelphia PA. The
first day of PC '78 (August 24) will
be an industry trade show which is
open to dealers, the industry and ex-
hibitors' guests. For the remaining
three days the full Personal Computing
Show and Personal Computing College
will be running. Over 80 hours of free
seminars are planned. Contact John H
Dilks I, Rt 1, POB 242 (Warf Rd),
Mays Landing NJ 08330.

August 29-31, Data Processing Oper-
ations Management, New York NY.
See July 17-19, Houston TX, for infor-
mation.

September 6-8, COMPCON Fall '78,
Capitol Hilton Hotel, Washington DC.
Sponsored by the I|EEE Computer
Society, this conference will cover
computers and communications, inter-
faces and interactions. Such topics as
microprocessors in communications,
multiple computer systems, advances in
communications technology and many
others will be discussed at this confer-
ence. Contact Kenneth H Crandall |r,
COMPCON Fall '78, POB 639, Sil-
ver Spring MD 20901.

September 11-15, Coding and Informa-
tion Theory, Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology, Atlanta GA. See July 17-21,
UCLA, for information.

September 18-22, Digital Filters, Georgia
Institute of Technology, Atlanta GA.
See July 31-August 4, University of
Toronto, for information.

September 29-October 1, International
Microcomputer Exposition, Dallas Con-
vention Center, Dallas TX. This exposi-
tion will be directed toward all levels of
technology from the professional engin-
eer to the beginning computer hobbyist.
In addition to the seminars, a panel of
experts will be available to answer
questions. Contact Beverly Tanner at

ILEARN TO
PROGIRAM

MICROCOMPPUTERS

And at an affordable price. The
Modu-Learn™ home study course
from Logical Services.

Now you can learn microcomputer
programming in ten comprehensible
lessons. At home. In your own time. At
your own pace.

You learn to solve complex problems
by breaking them down into easily
programmed modules. Prepared by
professional design engineers, the
Modu-Learn™ course presents sys-
tematic software design technigues,
structured program design, and prac-
tical examples from real 8080A
micro-computer applications. All in a
modular sequence of 10 lessons . . .
more than 500 pages, bound into one
practical notebook for easy reference.
You get diverse examples, problems,
and solutions. With thorough back-
ground material on micro-computer
architecture, hardware/software trade-
offs, and useful reference tables. All
for only $49.95

For $49.95 you learn design tech-
niques that make software work for
you. Modu-Learn™ starts with the
basics. Our problem-solution ap-
proach enables you to "graduate” as
a programmer

Circle the reader service number be-
low to receive our free descriptive
brochure and course outline.

Use your Master Charge or VISA
card to order today. Call Pat at (408)
245-8855

Circle 215 on inquiry card.

P.O. Box 60968
Sunnyvale, CA 94088
408-245-8855

LOGICAL

SERVICES INCORPORATED
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1618 James Street
Syracuse, New York 13203
Phone: (315) 422-4467
Circle 250 on inquiry card.

(214) 271-9311.m
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Figure 3b: M1,T1/M1,T1, one of the seven interprocessor T state alignments
shown in table 1. Synchronization is achieved after three clock cycles in this
example. A complete discussion of the M and T states can be found in the
Z-80 technical manual. (Note that, even though the arbiter activates the wait
lines at periods during synchronization, this has no effect on the processors
because the lines are not sampled until the falling edge of T2.)

Inter-processor
State Relationship Synchronization Pattern Wait States T States Until
P /P M1,T1/M1,T3 M1,T1/M2,T3 P, P Synchronization
X'y X =N

M1,T1/M1,T1 v o 4 3
M1,T1/M1,T2 v 1 0 3
M1,T1/M1,T3 N 0 o0 0
M1,T1/M1,T4 N 0* = 6
M1,T1/M2,T1 v 0’2 7
M1,T1/M2,T2 v 1 0 3
M1,T1/M2,T3 N 0 0 0

Table 3: Timing analysis for two Z-80 processors in parallel. The seven
possible interprocessor state relationships are shown at left. The center
column lists the two possible classes of operation for the parallel processors:
the first (M1,T1/M1,T3) occurs when both processors are performing an op
code fetch at the time of synchronization; the second is the case when one
processor is performing an op code fetch while the other is performing a
memory read or write. The wait states column indicates how many wait states
each processor must undergo until synchronization occurs. Note that in two
of the cases, the shared memory arbiter (see figure 2a) need not be employed,
since the two processors fall into synchronization spontaneously.
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suit, enabling 1C3b; ie: granting processor
Y’s request.

System Timing

In order to choose a memory that is
subject to overlapping access requests from
more than one processor, system timing
must be carefully examined. Important
considerations in this design include the
control logic propagation delay and the
“window size" provided by the processors
for read or write accesses to the common
memory.

In the single processor system, the
smallest memory access window of any Z-80
instruction occurs during the op code fetch
cycle. The effective length of that cycle is a
few nanoseconds less than 1.5 clock cycles
(1.5 ®). However, the dual processor config-
uration reduces the window size for two
reasons: (1) the delay in processor selection
(ie: the data gating signal) incurred by the
control logic and, (2) the overlap of the
memory request signals from opposing
processors that is required to permit full
speed operation by the processors. Further,
the memory cycle time requirement
becomes more stringent, accommodating
from more than two clock cycles ina 1 pro-
cessor system to less than one clock cycle in
this system.
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The clock that drives the processors
operates at 2.5 MHz, defining a basic cycle
time of 400 ns. With this information it is
now possible to calculate the operating char-
acteristics required of the shared memory.

As stated earlier, the memory access
window depends on the control logic switch-
ing delay and the request signals overlap. It
has been shown (see figure 3) that the
smallest window occurs at times of bus
request conflicts, and that this window has a
length of one clock cycle. The equation,

SHARED MEMORY
DATA BUS

then, for actual window length is:

®-5-T, —Ty

400 ns (1 clock cycle)

maximum delay in falling edge of

MREQ

maximum propagation delay of

control logic

maximum propagation delay of

decoding logic

Figure 4: Block diagram of
the shared memory. The
memory Is arranged in a
square array of 64 static
programmable  memory
integrated circuits with
4096 bits per circuit.
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Examining the control logic timing shown
in table 2, we observe that the maximum
timing delays from either MREQ line going
active until the arbiter sets the correspond-
ing SELECT line active are as follows:

Maximum

IC In Signal Propagation

Path Delay (ns)
74504 5
74510 5
7415126 +18

Total Arbiter
Delay: 28 ns

Substituting into the equation for L., we
obtain:

La = ¢—5—Tc—Td
= 400—-20—28—Td
- 352—Tdn5

The switching delay of the decoding
logic, T4 (SELECT active until the memory
receives the signals), further reduces the
memory access window. Referring to figures
2b and 4, the signal path Ty is:

Ty = 7408 +max 745157 (select),
745157 (enable)] + 745138
= 19 +max [15, 11]+12

= 46 ns
Finally,
La = 352—-Td
= 306 ns

This allows plenty of time for a memory
access operation; so much time, in fact, that
we do not need the faster and more expen-
sive bipolar programmable memory,

We must also consider the memory cycle
timing “‘c)' reduced by this two processor
systemto ® — §:

LC = P-§
400 — 20
380 ns

Il

It is good design practice to calculate
delays in the system using the maximum
time figures rather than typical ones, and to
adjust the results by including a safety mar-
gin. Accordingly, we specify the following
requirements for the shared static program-
mable memory:

® Access time 280 ns or less
® Cycle time 350 ns or less

Conclusions and Possible Applications

The principle advantage of two (or more)
parallel processors performing complemen-
tary tasks is the cost savings. For example,
let us say that we operate a packet switching
network in which multiple microprocessors
perform the relay functions of each node,
such as the TELENET of Telenet Communi-
cations Corporation. Our responsibilities
include insuring data reliability (eg: using
cyclic redundance coding (CRC), checksum,
etc), doing format checks, and recognizing
the destination of the traffic and routing it
to another node in the network. Further,
this service must be provided at high speed.

Clearly, for one processor to perform
these and other nodal functions without
some delay, high performance and high cost
systems would be required. Conversely, mul-
tiple microprocessors could perform all of
these tasks in parallel at a significant reduc-
tion in cost.

For the experimenter, a multiprocessor
system doesn’t appear to offer much beyond
an interesting diversion in design engineering.
As mentioned earlier, the benefit from this
type of design is increased throughput (by
virtue of the reduced per unit cost). This is
an idea that has little significance for persons
with a dedicated system.

One possible application does come to
mind, however. Many 8080 system owners
are upgrading to the Z-80 for the expanded
instruction set, but for some, direct replace-
ment of a processor board is not possible.
Why not consider adding a Z-80 with your
current system acting as a front end?
Admittedly, it seems like a bit of overkill,
but it is an inexpensive way ($8 for the
interface circuitry of this design) to upgrade.
Of course, after installing another processor,
the owner must write an operating system to
accommodate the addition; but that’s part
of the continuing challenge to be found in
the world of microprocessors.m

REFERENCES

Z80-CPU Technical Manual, Zilog, 170 State St,
Los Altos CA 94022, 1976.



85/P = BO8S5 + PASCAL

The new B5/P programmer’s work-
bench from Northwest Microcomputer

Systems Inc combines the throughput
of the 3 MHz Intel 8085A and the power
of PASCAL.

Designed for the serious applications
programmer, the system features include:
8085A processor, a PASCAL compiler
and interpreter, CP/M supporting BASIC,

COBOL and FORTRAN, direct memory
access, two Shugart floppy disk drives
with 1 M bytes of online storage, 54 K
bytes of 450 ns user available static
programmable memory, a Hall effect
keyboard with 103 keys, two serial ports
(RS232C), two parallel ports (16 bits),
and a 24 by 80 character 12 inch (30.5
c¢m) video display, all enclosed in a
single cabinet,

The system provides the full PASCAL
environment including a 725 line per
minute compiler and interpreter, random
and sequential files, a screen oriented
editor, interactive source linked debug-
ger, plus full documentation and a 90
day warranty, Pricing for the complete
system is $7495, A variety of other
packages are available, including a screen
oriented accounting package and a word
processor, from MNorthwest Microcom-
puter Systems Inc, 121 E 11th, Eugene
OR 97401.=

Circle 602 on inquiry card

New 6800 Industrial BASIC
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Wintek 4 K BASIC is a 6800 BASIC
interpreter optimized for industrial
applications. Features of the package
include control of interrupts, direct
memory read and write, assembly lan-
guage subroutine capability and flexible
10. The package is oriented toward proc-
ess control and monitoring. 4 K BASIC
retains all the advantages of an inter-
active high level language, including
rapid coding and debugging, easy main-
tenance, and advanced control structures,

The interpreter may reside in pro-
grammable memory or in programmable

read only memory for instant power on
operation. If the BASIC program is also
stored in programmable read only mem-
ory, the interpreter will immediately en-
ter the RUN mode, allowing unattended
operation in dedicated applications.

4 K BASIC is available on cassette at
$95 or in programmable read only mem-
ory on a Wince read only memory module
for $299. The source listing is available
for $95. For further information contact
Wintek Corp, 902 N Ninth St, Lafayette
IN 47904 .=

Circle 603 on inguiry card.

New 2708 Erasable Read Only
Memory Programmer

A new 2708 erasable read only mem-
ory programmer has been announced by
Smoke Signal Broadcasting, POB 2017,
Hollywood CA 90028. Designated the
POP-1, the unit lists for $149 and is de-
signed to interface to the company's
P-38-1 and P-38-FF erasable read only
memory boards, which are SwWTPC 55-50
bus compatible products. Complete soft-
ware is provided on audio cassette. An
adaptive programming technique is used
that allows most 2708s to be pro-
grammed in 15 seconds. A separate self-
contained power supply is used for the
programming voltage insuring sufficient
current capability to program erasable
read only memory from any manufac-
turer.m

Circle 601 on inquiry card

Text Processing System for
Microcomputers

The Diaspar Text System is said to be
a package of four programs which form
a commercial text processing system.
Text files are stored on diskettes using a
named file structure with passwords. Ac-
cording to the vendor, hardware needed
for this product is an 8080 based micro-
computer with 32 K of main memory, a
screen terminal, floppy disk and a print-
ing terminal, Software required is the
CP/M operating system and CBASIC run-
time package. The system comes on
standard diskettes with a user's manual
for $195 from Diaspar Data Systems,
POB 888, San Juan Capistrano CA
92675.m

Circle 604 on inquiry card.
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New?

of INTEREST to DESIGNERS

Keeping Connected

The new 2505 MODCON series is
available in double row configurations of

10, 20, 40, 60, 80 and 100. These modu-
lar high density receptacle connectors
are designed for board to board inter-
connect applications. The connectors
are easy to mount using box form con-
tacts that mate with conventional 0.025
by 0.025 wiring posts on 100 inch
center to center spacing, The series
operates in temperatures between —55
to +150° C. Operating voltage is 800 VDC
at sea level; insulation resistance s
5000 M 2 minimum at 500 VDC; current
rating is maximum 3 A; and contact
resistance is 10 m&2 at 3 A. Contact
Stanford Applied Engineering, 340 Martin
Av, Santa Clara CA 95050.»

Circle 629 on inquiry card.

New Probe Extends AQ6800
Microprocessor Analyzer to 6802 Use

This buffered probe extends the
capabilities of the AQ6800 Microproc-

essor Analyzer to 6802 microprocessors.
With the PRB68/02 probe, the AQ6800
displays all address, data and status
information of any 6802 microcomputer
system, and provides direct user inter-
action with all memory locations, 10
ports, and internal microprocessor regis-
ters. The probe clips directly to the 6802
microprocessor chip in the system being
tested. Interactive features include the
ability to examine or modify the contents
of all 6800 or 6802 internal registers,
plus the program counter, manual or
breakpoint program halt, single step
operation, execution of single byte
instructions independent of normal
program flow and many other control
capabilities. The probe is priced at $295
and the AQ6800/02 system, complete
with probe, is $1950. Contact AQ
Systems Inc, 1736 Front St, Yorktown
Heights NY 10598.=

Circle 630 on ingquiry card

200 and 400 W Open Frame Switching
Regulated Power Supplies

178

The OL-200 is a four output unit
which supplies 200 W of continuous
power, +5 V at 25 A (maximum) from
one output, =5 V at 4 A, and £12 V at
4 A each. The OL-400 is a five output
unit that is capable of supplying a
continuous 400 W, £5 V at 45 A from
one output, ¥12 V at 10 A each from
two outputs, and =5 V and +24 V at
4 A each from the remaining two out-
puts. Each unit is capable under tran-
siecnt conditions of handling three times
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the rated current. Both units can be
adapted to provide voltages specified
within £70 V and up to 4 A per output
for the OL-200 and 10 A per output for
the OL-400. Input voltages are also user
selectable. Both units will operate from
either 115 VAC or 230 VAC and are
equipped with brownout protection
that allows them to operate without
performance degradation at line voltages
as low as 95 VAC (115 V option) or
190 VAC (230 V option). Both power
supplies can provide 16 ms of continu-
ous power after full loss of input. Stan-
dard features include an input EMI
filter, a series thermistor that reduces
input line surges at turn on, reverse
voltage protection, and protection
against system shorts. The OL-200 is
priced at $248 and the OL-400 at $395
in guantities of 100. Contact Boschert
Associates, 384 Santa Trinita, Sunnyvale
CA 94086.m

Circle 631 on inguiry card

Miniature Switching Power Supplies

Three 12 V, 15 V and 24 V units,
with efficiencies from 75 to 85 percent,
have been added to Gould's MMG line
of 5 V, 25 W switching power supplies.
The new units operate from 110 and 120
V or 220 and 240 V *10%, 50 or 60 Hz,
and currents from 1.4 to 2.5 A. Optical
coupling is used to provide 4 kV rms
insulation (5.7 kV peak) between input
and output. Units can be used in series
or parallel operation without special
interconnections.

Remote sensing is available from
terminals on the printed circuit board
adjacent to the output connections for
control of voltage at the load instead of
at the power supply. Standard features
include overcurrent and overvoltage
protection. Gould MMG switching power
supplies carry a 5 year warranty.

The units cost $135 in quantities of
one to nine. Contact Gould's Electronic
Components Division, 4601 N Arden Dr,
El Monte CA 91731.m

Circle 632 on inguiry card.

It's Late in the Learning Curve for
8080s

National Semiconductor Corporation
has announced across the board price
reductions for its version of B8080A
microprocessors. The price of National’s
plastic package INSS8080AN is now listed
at $9.98 in quantities of 1 to 24, reduced
from a previous listing of $15.50 each.
In quantities above 100, the device has
been marked down by one third, from
$10.80 to $7.10, as quoted in National's
latest OEM price list. Contact National
Semiconductor Corp, 2900 Semiconduc-
tor Dr, Santa Clara CA 95051.=

Circle 633 on inquiry card,



BK RAM
B0BO CPU

Z-80 CPU

Bare Boards
MB6A BK Kit
STATIC RAM Bare Board
MB7 16K STATIC RAM
Kit 435 00 |
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5.95
MB8 8K!16 K EPROM
USES 2708's
Kit Less EPROMs 75.95

74L$00 TTL
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HOBBY WORLD ELECTRONICS

$-100 P.C. Boards

28.00
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33.00

28.00
28.00

28.00

12-Slot Mother
Board
ITHACA AUDIO S100 P.C. Boards
8K RAM

2708/2716 EPROM
Boards (New)

SOLID STATE MUSIC S- 150 Kits &

129.95
25.95

BOOKS

The Basic Workbook
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tal Signal Analysns
E':talTroubleshoo |r;§
ital IC Projects
400 Ideas for ign, Volume 2
Analysis and Design of

Digital Circuits and

Computer Systems
Telephone Accessories .

You Can Build
Basic Electronic Switching for

Telephone S stems

Basic Carrier alanhony

W LF

SUPPORT DEVICES

8.00
8.00
3.45
8.00
3.75
3.50
6.25
3.85

6820
6850
8212
8214
8216
8224
B228
8226
8238

1702A
2708
2716T1

2114

B80B0A
280
' Z-80A

upto 7

For comple

y (Continued)
1] 8080 Machine Languages

Programming

] Elegmrung BASIC
Home Computer B
4 Glossary and Gui
Basic BASIC

Pl o =

and Answers
Volume 2: Software

and Guide

LUOOBOLANS NOOGR
AREARBERES BRRARS

-

and Answers

Volume 1: Hardware
Understanding Integrated

Circuits

4

Semiconductor Circuit Elements 6.95

| Fundamentals and Applications
of Digital Logic Circuits

miniature Solder Tail
Male 3.00

Female 3.50
100 PIN EDGE CONNECTOR,

Imsai spacing 3. 50 (New)

3.75
11.50 |
22.50

21L02 450ns 1.25
21L02 250ns

1.60 |

8.50
MICROPROCESSOR

11.50
2495
34,95
16.50

Robots At Y0ur Doorstep

| BEGINNERS BOOKS

Introduction to BASIC

Home Computers: 210 Questions
a

Mlcrocmnputer Dictionary

Microprocessor Basics
Home Computers: 210 Questions

KITS
SOLID STATE MUSIC
VBKItB VIDEO INTERFACE
i
Bare Board
RF Modulator TV-1 Converts Video
Output to RF For TV antenna
terminals, complete Kit 8.95

NEW FROM CYBERCOM DIV OF SSM

inners

MB8A—2708 16 K EPROM with
Vector Jump Kit 85.00
0B-1 Vector Jump & Prototype o5

Kit i
Board : 25.95
104 2+2 /0 Kit 139.95
SYNTHESIZER SB-1 MUSIC
Kit with
Software
T-1 15-Slot Mother
] Board 39.95
XB-1 EXTENDER BOARD
Bare Board 8.99
SSM 8030 MONITOR VI
ON 2-2708 47.00
ON 8 1702A 47.00

145.00

695

9.95 [

6.95

19.95
10.95

7.95
.95

7.95

Charge My

OmMmc
£ BAC (VISA)

5716 W. Manchester Ave.

Suite #5
Los Angeles, CA 90045

TELEPHONE ORDERS:
Call (213) 641-4200

Exp. Date

[0 Send your complete catalog, I
quickly. i
[J Please send me the followingy
items | have listed below:

Qty. Stock No. Price

Postage/Handling $1.50

&

Satisfaction 100% Guaranteed il

State

Zip

California Residents Add 6% 1

YOUR COMPLETE SATISFACTION IS OUR GUARANTEE YOUR
Yy ¥ 8 8 0 B B B B N B N N B B N |

Circle 170 on inquiry card.

Sales Tax 1

Note: Minimum Order $10.00, 5% Discount over $100.00 on .C’s only. |

IS OUR GUARANTEE YOUR COMPLETE SATISFACTION IS OUR GUARANTEE YOUR COMPLETE SATISFACTION IS OUR GUARANTE

1978
IC MASTER

* Over 40,000
IC's listed.
* Over 2,000
pages.
Retail Value

$55.00

* Updated every
90 days.

Your Price

$39.99

Check catalogue for more
listings on linears, voltage
regulators, resistor books,
IC sockets and more.

BYTE July 1978

PLETE SATISFACTION IS OUR GUARANTEE YOUR COMPLETE SATISFACTION IS OUR GUARANTEE YOUR COMPLETE SATISFACTION
Huge Discounts!
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Circle 25 on inquiry card.

ATWOOD ENTERPRISES

KITS ' DID YOU
$ 79.95 4K RAM Available assembled and tested $89.95. —i KN ow e o @
s 1 29095 4K PROM Bipolar 512 x 8 Proms 93448/6341. I Bl G SA L E

______________________________ | 1 each board:

s 1 49095 BK EPROM Needs only 4K space 2716. I Digital 1/0

Eprom programming

l 8K Eprom Board (without 2716's)

——————————————————————————————— 4 REGULAR PRICE
s 99095 ANALOG IN 32'mputs,8bits,1DOmicros&conds‘_} $139.85

$ 49.95 PROM PROGRAMMING ..%0:%. | JUNE ON LL e f
__________________ sl patts) (Wl aohtowre conroied, | | !
$ 1 29.95 SERI AI- |/° i ot 'To 500 baud. | Extra zero insertion force sockets $5.00

MOTHER BOA RD MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

8SLOT 44 PIN BUS Kathryn Atwood Enterprises

50 Pin Edge Connector P.O. Box 5203, Orange, CA 92667
Mother Board $20.00 ea Discounts available at OEM quantities. For orders less than $25 total, add $1.25
Connectors 2.50 ea for shipping. California residents add 6% sales tax. Estimated shipping time 2

Card guides for above $10.00 per set. days ARO with money order. For checks allow 7 days for check to clear.

Beckian Enterprises  All Prime Quality — New Parts Only — Satisfaction Guaranteed

EDGE CARD CONNECTORS: GOLD PLATED. 25 PIN DB TYPE SUBMINTATURE CONNECTORS.

BODY: Non brittle, solvent resistant, high temperature G. E. Velox. The finest slec- CANNON: Gold Plated. The Best You Can Buy.
:u::l!. properties available. CONTACTS: Bifurcated Phosphor Bronze, Gold over DB25P Male Plug $2.60 ea. 5 pos.
: DB25S Female Socket $3.70 ea. 5 pes.
g DB 51212-1 Hood. (Grey) $1.00 ea. 5 pes.
ALTAIR TYPE: Contact Ctrs. 125 Row Spacing, .140 OB §1226-1A Hood. (Black) §1 b 5 ba
50/100  Dip Solder $4.00 ea. 5pes D 20418-2 Hardware Set $0.80 ea. 5 pes.

TMSAT TYFPE: CcContact Ctrs. .125: Row Spacing, .250 SAVE: BUY A COMPLETE SET.

50/100 Dip Solder $4.25¢a 5 pcs ; Complete Set includes: 1 pc. DB25P: 1 pc. DB25S:

S0/100  Wire Wrap (1 Turn) $4.25ea 5 pes., " 1 pc. Hood of your choice Grey or Black.

it
IMSAL Card Guides > 4™ 25 qer pair 10 IMSAI Prices 1 Set $6.50 ea. 5 Sets $6.25 ea.

Note: Also good for CROMEMCO Note: For D 20418-2 Hardware Set, add $0.75 ea.
OTHER CONNECTORS AVAILABLE 2708 - PRIME §080A - PRIME

"o " N - 1450 nS) $9.40 ea.
100" Contact Ctas: .140" Row Spacing. $14.00 ss.
15/30 Solder Eyelet $2.30 ea. 5 pes. $2.10 ea. -
22/44  Dip Solder $2.75 ea 5 pes. $2.40 ea. 1.C. SOCKETS: DIP SOLDER
22/44 Wire Wrap (3 Turn) $2.50 ea. 5 pes $2.20 Low Profile.
40/80 Wire Wrap (3 Turn) $4.00 ea. 5 pes. $3.70 ea. 14 pin. & 16 pin. $0.16 ea.

Note: W.ine Wrap Spacing 45 .200" (Row Spacing) HEAT SHRINK TUBING
.156" Contact Ctrs: .140" Row Spacing. bbby o B gl
18/36 Dip Solder $2.25ea 5 pes, ; CABLE TIES
22/44 Dip Solder $2.50 ea. 5 pes. W e P
16730 Wire Wrap. (3 Turn) 2000, s';; 3% and 6% $0.03 oe.
£ P . . WRITE FOR LARGER OUANTITY DISCOUNTS
. 156" Contact Ctns: .200" Row Spacing. =
- = = : TELCOR
22/44 Wire Wrap (3 Turns) $2.80 ea 5 pes. w
36/72 Wire Wrap (3 Turns) $4.00 ea. 6 pcs

15/30 Dip Solder $1.90 ea. 5 pes ! H,”:”'l'![.”‘[ ORDER: $10.00: Add $1.00 for
18/36  Dip Solder $1.95¢ea 5 pes. : shipping. Ondens oven $25.00, we pay
36/72  Dip Solder $4.00 ea 5 pes : the shipping. Calif. Residents add &%
43/86  Dip Solder (6800) $4.90 ea. 5 pes. ; Tax. NO C.0.D. SHIPMENTS.

WE ARE YOUR CONNECTOR SPECTALISTS.

TF YOU DO NOT SEE THE CONNECTOR HERE THAT Onden From: : :
YOU NEED, PLEASE WRITE US. IN MOST CIRCUMSTANCES, Beckian Enterprises
WE CAN SUPPLY 1T TO vou. P.O. Box 3089 Simi, Calif. 93063

180  BYTE July 1978 : Circle 30 on inquiry card.



FOR ALL CUSTOMERS EXCEPT CALIF.

CALL

A _TIE:

TOLL FREE 800-421-5809

2102 (450ns) 1702A ) 2708 ﬂsnns} 21L02 (250ns) Z—80A 8212 4116 (200 ns)
Static Rams E—PROM Microprocessor —PRO Static Rams Microprocessor 8 Bit | Port] 16 K Dyn. Ram
100 @ $1.10 ea. | 8 ® $3.75 ea.| 5 @ $11.00 ea. | 8 @ $11.00 ea. | 100 @ $1.36 ea. | 5 @ $25.00 ea. | 25 @ $3.00 ea.] 16 @ $24.00 ea
Z-8U 8224-4 410D (200ns) 4096 4200A (200ns) T4LS367 74 LS368 2513 (5\.?3
Microprocessor Clk.Gen.&Dvr. | Static Ram Dynamic Ram Static Rams Hex Buffer Hex Inverter Character en.
5 @ $20.00 ea. 25 ® $8.75ea.| 100 @ $8.75ea. | 100 @ $3.50 eal @ $10.00 ea. | 100 @ .70¢ ea. | 100 70¢ ea.] 5 @ $9.00 ea.

MICROCOMPUTER COMPONENTS SRR

"mnupaocs_ssuﬂts MISC. OTHER COMPONENTS E-PROM BOARDS '

: a2 R g JADE Z 80 AEAL TIME CLOCK FOR 5100 BUS

IIP 22 "

P SO | s e —wnih PROVISIONS for i e acan Tatapls

01 32 NETs 2 gy ONBOARD 7708 and POWER nuuur Qe merrUDt Uies 16 51 couner in

3 1 J T 0 il L
it i greensl Tnl . $135/00 EA. mws T e
a 25 1489 SRS S £30.00 Board can be ssiacied by 128 devics
A it %%E A - $149'95 EA' ocbrs m::‘bxumnmuon includes safr
14, i
CHAPPYO TR £ 5 D331 19 EBrbie cnd sordes et
B3z 3 BARE BOARD 5_ U e e Tayout
8080A SUPPORT EIEVII:ES 0324 JG-RT ASSEMBLED A TESTED  $179,95
40 FI408A 12, IG-AT KiT  $124.95
2 Eégé?g ) Tu-l = = BARE BOARD with Marcsl  $30.00
A TMS5501 24 Convert T.V. set to e " "
: I ; Z80 “"UPGRADE" KIT
d oMEidl Video Monitor
210 gw ﬁ KIT $8.95 Change your JADE 2MHs 28O to 2 4MHz versian TARBELL
H K80240 2 i B CASSETTE INTERFACE
2 : MK50250 i iy $17.95 with trade
: v * Plugs duectly into your IMSAL or ALTAIR®
2 $49.95 purchase, . Enlﬂr B-w:l'ﬂ ale :)B}llbundald: 10 540 bytes/ second
* Extremnely Relable — st encoded [vell-clockin

FI;EIPPY DIsc GONT ROLLER STATIC RAM BOARDS T»I':::;‘ Vo A e s ot MMz ZBO chip . -!;ma Status Linex, & Exta Control IL‘.'....: g

ane clock driver O § sl e lu.

II:?Y‘;?;AHD B;;P’Ss BK The "UPGRADE KIT™ includes . r;...m:;«h;;:.hf:v DHP-ywitch

Ave—2178 13.75 250m ASSEMBLED & TESTED  $189.95 £804 £ip, 18K reaiston * Capabic il Chinérating Pt Cly o shic

.nvs—g.suu 1378 450n; ASSEMBLED & TESTED $149 75 :;::H:f-nr.:;m" 20 pf. capscitor * No modibcation requited on audio cassefte recorder

kil g oo 1Y e JADE KIT®  $89.95 ASSEMBLED $175.00

704 154 BARE BOARD 265.00 *i5 month warranty from JADE) MANUAL $4.00

it 3o 6800 ADAPTER 1o 5100 System COMPU TIME

! : int ; : LS $12.95 $100 BUS COMPATIBLE CT 100

g sig-: 130 16K TIME & CALENDAR

IAG . s ASSEMBL o 5.00 Microprocetsors need the power that a real uime clock
4 AG o :x, memjg : 1"::;:0 m;m. can offer, Date and I-precurmes m:u::lylnn»ltagfe JADE PARALLELISER"AL
a G 450n T $335.00 COMPU/TIME does not have 10 be initialized every 1ime INTERFACE KIT

825218 4 the ystem is powered up. |1 pomesses a crystal controlled

:; AL 4 32K lmlhullonuumwm‘mr accuracy and has two setable 5.100 $124_95 KIT

6800 SUPPORT 250m ASSEMBLED & TESTED  $B50.00 Colpgicroh CouRMiL T I S InGLERUSIER R 2 Serial Interfaces with RS232

T 450 ASSEMBLED & TESTED  §775.00 interfaces or 1 Kansas City cassette
sioe & i b, KT $576.00 COMPUTATIONAL FUNCTION i A
N 3 " erial interlfaces are crystal controlled
" s need 1o be by hardware Sel
P 1 ithnetics 10 f1 " dedicated 10 fgat ectable baud rates.
B DYNAMIC RAM BOARDS B sores s mabrics e oWl | Gassette works up 101200 baud
4 1 S . UMD s NSO PO Iiye:uﬁ:m:r';:n;mﬁnu::unls.:;ue:n;:;c:l:ltfl p‘-::l'zﬂlll: ::.I:r et
: ; ‘_':\'r”“"‘;: “‘;:" :'.'.'::: A0OMA OC and be salved without the need of developing sophusticated
4 1BVDC 30MA OC software. Buy 1 Yoir Way
P DATA COMMUNICATIONS ADAPTER
280 SUPPORT DE\HCES EXPANDABLE 32K COMPU/TIME €TI00 $199 xit $245  Auemblod
8K (375es} KT 151.00 Jonly T i
) R 375m)  KIT Eggsoo r::::w '::I :::: s : :;:: p—— e e e e Tt
K (375l KIT 7.00 nly ' " Anembled St S -
z!‘\'TlTiC RAMS 326 (375wl KIT $425.00 COMPUITIME PC Baard only $80 3 s%".‘.?-'zu'.‘-.f,"é'.%'m’,‘n!::.n'.'k”' ALTME

3 LL ; it . }; }. : Tradenarks of *“MITS, * *Frocemnor Technology

: ZJ: i!su{l ‘ “:’Zg 1.50 EXPANDABLE  B4K * esignad o ute on the ol tmtsmhane or TWX

i 00 9335 16K (378m)  KIT $281.00 G reguiations when uted orith s CBT coupler
etd T I 3K (375m)  KIT $519. JADE VIDEO SIS ropatent Wit e 8 SR el

2 : S ] 48K (375ml  KIT $757.00 AR cigis rapsutarion st dwmodylatien with 0

21l : ETRE T 84K (375ns)  KIT $995. INTERFACE KIT w.lnfuswwfsa:: REGUIRED

5 B o e Belt 103 standard frequencies

A e FEATURES $99.95 3 fatemaed Sl e e

JiLol K , . < ® 110 o 300 BFS spewet tninct

HEr 38 1% in MOTHER BOARD's — S.100 Style 129 Ty s Hiog e ety

TMs-a0ae K 3.00 838 13 slot  — w/front panel slot i I‘_ { x &8 matiin) * 80 day warranty and full documentation

42008 1338 e aas BARE BOARD  $35.00 .'if'. ) Eomponu:"::lﬁ‘go

S 35 395 245 KIT $95.00 low-power memory PRICES: RARE BOARD and Manusl . = $46,05

1] 4 85 4 Asserntited (4B e, burn i $279.95

7489 a0 s Powerful software ingluded f

145201 oo 3078 22 slot $149,95 JG-DEA KIT $159.95

migl' 430 ke 20 ASSEMBLED & TESTED A Sl Graphics

P15h 21.00 18.0 Hmruu‘c se & Greek

1 B 4 Fack-on-white & white-on-black NUMBER CRUNCHER

CHARACTER GENERATORS THE PROM SE l I En The CT200 is & numberocented mcroprocesor intended

2513 5 WRITE & READ full ASCIHI for use i thowe applications that reguire fit versatile

;g ; g: Iwer 18. EPROM ?:I?Ts":‘l":;u.ll“ﬂul":&:u ATOR CHIP. THE l

'{‘5‘:“” - 17034 R ahe PHOFEleNAL KEYBOARDS KI:\; SR c LATOR CH HERE ARE NO

o 5204 - G834 u The CT200 has & unigue archiirciure thai i desigoed to

R«"Eﬁﬂi ¥ T T Bugs diectly e ALTAIR IMSA| Comgnats be 3 TASK peocewsing vyatern within & \‘\!Irm i

MCMESTS E o ie B s Eaie PROMW unigua grchitecture will Mllow the CT200 to work s fu

WAVEFORM GENERATOR s i e eSO

* Lock! 8080, 6800, 6502 murropricessor, A micro incoded

MC4024 ,-35

566 1.50 AT '5& ke " instrechon st "

DYNAMIC ﬂnms FRCING WECHMATION * e 1

41ED/M11E Model 756 (miembled] 57593 Ve tor trod

1101 Model 758K (kit) 5495 strobed latches To afimnate the poss of o‘nrh-t

T | Wodel 702 Ercloaure 2965

210784 3 Mode! 710 Numeric Pad 995

TMS4050 . . s o 0 Bt B4 Pl 110 Model 755MF Mig. Frame. 803 PRICE: $249.00

TMSA060 : " Manuel invhided fial M

1 I neludes  Manual, ASSEMBLED & TESTED.

:??:min A KIT ... $210.00

MMS 210 ASSEMBLED ... . $375.00

MCMBEDS CHNNECTORS JADE

USRT DB - 25F S53.00 C P

52150 10,78 E DB _ 255 $4.00 omputer Products

UART'S Ty

COVER $1.50 5351 West 144th Sureet

AYS1011A ASSEMBLED & TESTED $245.00 :

TRiso28 44 Pin - PC & EYE $1.95 y LAWNDT}E‘&, %’?;’:ﬁg“m #0260

I1":‘\:|ss"i“|1?|| 3 MEM 44 Pin — WW $2.50 .

Ied0s i3 . KR‘RT PLUS : :m - :ac%ml 'cczl.r i?, RETAIL STORE HOURS Monday - Friday 9-7
o o i SMA } e Saturds 9-5
8K RAM (21L02) PC Discounts available a1 OEM quantities iqL;Dwm it

00 P A P $4.50 50
JADE B080A KIT BK EPROM 100 Einl = tasw) ¢ 375 undér 10 Ibs. for shipping. California residents add
$100.00 xi ASSEMBLED & TESTED gl ::::: Pel sﬂs 6% sales 1ax
$245.00 NEW CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE

sart Boaro $30.00

Circle 195 on inquiry card.
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PERIPHERALS

Parallel and Serial 10

1
.‘b‘.r,f;m‘_”‘r -
- -'ﬂf,’;;‘;?“

A new peripheral board, called the
Bit Streamer, is now available in assem-

bled or kit form from Vector Graphic
Inc, 790 Hampshire Rd, Westlake Vil-
lage CA 91361. According to the com-
pany, the Bit Streamer combines two
parallel input and output ports, and a
serial 10 port using an 8251 program-
mable universal synchronous or asyn-
chronous receiver and transmitter
USART. One parallel port also can be
used as a keyboard input port. The
USART is designed to interface easily
to an S-100 bus structure and is capable
of being configured for a wide variety of
communication formats. The price is
$195 assembled and $155 for the kit.
Technical data covering the Bit Streamer
and other products may be obtained
from the company.m=
Circle 624 an inquiry card.

A New Audio Cassette Interface

This standard PerCom CIS-30+ inter-
faces with the MITS 680b computer.
The unit interfaces two cassette record-

ers and a data terminal to a microcom-
puter using the 6800 processors. It pro-
vides user selected data rates of 300,
600 or 1200 bps. The two cassette inter-
facing circuits are independent and si-
multaneous dual tape operations are pos-
sible. Optional program control of re-
corders is available. Cassette data record-
ing is done using the Kansas City Stand-
ard (bi-phase-M, double frequency). The
data terminal communication mode is
full duplex. The MITS 680b read only
memory monitor may be used for load-
ing running programs, except for flip-
ping the tape switch to on for program
loading. The CI5-30+ sells for $79.95 in
kit form, and $99.95 assembled and
tested. An instruction manual is includ-
ed. Contact PerCom Data Company, 318
Barnes, Garland TX 750428

Circle 625 on inquiry card.

Add a Programmable Scientific
Calculator to Your System

This new microcalculator, Model 85,
is intended for operation with an 8 bit
microprocessor. The Model 85 requires
only +5 V for operation and interfaces

182  |uly 1978 © BYTE Publications Inc

with the microprocessor thru an 8 bit
bidirectional 10 port. Each entry that
would normally be made by a key is
replaced with an 8 bit instruction from
the microprocessor. The number of in-
put instructions is not limited, restricted
only to the user program or the amount
of memory in the microprocessor sys-
tem. Instruction entry to the microcalcu-
lator is under microprocessor software
control. It accepts instructions, provides
a means to detect busy status, and out-
puts the 14 digit display back to the
microprocessor for storage or display.
Complete software for controlling the
microcalculator in both read and write
modes requires less than 256 bytes of
microprocessor system memory. The
Model 85 has scientific calculation capa-
bilities for handling scientific engineer-
ing, mathematical or statistical prob-
lems. Priced at $189 from Artisan Elec-
tronics, 5 Eastmans Rd, Parsippany N
07054.=

Circle 626 on inguiry card.

Floppy Controller Uses New
Motorola Chip

The new Motorola MCM 6843 floppy
disk controller integrated circuit has
been incorporated into a low cost but
versatile floppy disk controller. The 4%
by 6% inch (11.4 x 16.5 cm) module in-
terfaces to any full size or minifloppy
disk drive. The module supports both
hard and soft sectoring, IBM 3740 or
user programmable read and write for-
mat, automatic CRC generation and
checking, and programmable step and
settling times. The price is $199. Contact
Wintek Corp, 902 N 9th St, Lafayette
IN 47904 .8

Circle 627 an inquiry card

Moving Head Disk Controller for
LSI-11 Systems

The PX-C45L moving head disk con-
troller enables you to add up to 40
megabytes of storage to DEC PDP-11/
03, VO3 Systems. It is Q-BUS com-
patible and equipped with a 5 or 10
megabyte disk drive. The controller is
compatible with RT-11, FORTRAN,
BASIC and other LSI-11 software. When
used with a 5 megabyte disk drive, the
removable media Is interchangeable with
DEC RKOS disk media. The unit is sup-
plied in a 19 inch (48.3 ¢cm) rack mount-
able 5% inch (13.3 ¢m) chassis complete
with bootstrap loader, +5 V, 25 A power
supply, slides, cardcage assembly fans
and a 5 or 10 megabyte disk drive. An 8
foot (2.4 m) flat cable extends to the
PDP-11/03 Q-BUS and three prewired
Q-BUS 10 slots are available for user
peripheral devices, The PX-C45L may be
purchased separately or as part of a
complete disk system. Contact Xylogics
OEM Components Group Inc, 42 Third
Av, Burlington MA 01803.=

Circle 628 on inquiry card.



Circle 115 on inquiry card.

Educational Grade VIDEOTAPE Special: /2 x2400" 20 boxes/$125.00

The “Pro” fully encoded ASCII Keyboard by Cherry. Auto RE-
PEAT feature, 5 special function keys. 300mA/5V. (Shown as
mounted in ‘The Case”, Below) $119,00, 3/99,00, 10+/89.00

USED SYLVANIA The Dumb Terminal for Smart People

o
12”7 MONITORS  80x24 with full 128 char. ASCII UC+LC
You Fix: $24.95 font with all control characters displayed.
Working: $69.95 300-19,200 baud RS232. 2nd font addressable
T from keyboard in you-program-it 2708 for
Cold Chassis, 251bs, APL, Graphics sets, etc. Plug in maonitor
/O connector, 110VAC and you are ready.

INCLUDES: ‘The Case', Cherry Kbd, A used

415-321-5601

—P—=

* Hard and Soft Sectoring

* Single and Dual Density

* Double side configuration
as a retrofit at any time,
*110/220V, 50/60Hz

*Pin for pin compatable with
Shugart 800,801,850,851
(50 pin edge connector)
$536, 2/499, 5/475, 10/449
25/425, 100/405

Double Sided Retrofit $200

THE FANTASTIC!
MEMOREX FIVE-FIFTY

monitor, ESAT 200A, all options except
vector addressable cursor and modem.
Bulletproof design and construction.
MNormally $675.00 What you always
wanted your ADM3 to be:

SYSTEM"A" $649.00 10/$599.00

“The Case’ Beautiful and sturdy
anodized aluminum case in deep black designed to contain the
ESAT 200A, and with a bezel cut out for the Cherry ‘Pro’ keyboard.

Ii]“ MINIDISKETTES (5.25%) 1-9 10-24 25+

10, 16 or Soft Sector $4.79 4.65 4.45

STANDARD (8’) DISKETTES
Hard or Soft Sector $5.99 5.33 4.719

CASSETTES

R-300 Certified Phillips Type $5.25 4.99 4.35
I-150 Certified for audio decks $4.60 4.30 3.90
(‘Kansas City" & SWTP formats)

SURPLUS Muffin type fans §7.95, Lambda Power Supplies
SV/704-8145.00, 354-889.00, 164-49.00, 12 V/7.3A4-369,00

OUR CATALOGUE Contains IC's, T.I. Sockets (lcent/pin)

Advice and much more. It is free,

(installed as shown above) Choose deep brown, light yellow, or crim=
son to accent or color code your installation. The only choice for

hard-use institutional and educational applications. $69.00, 10/ 59.00

gip?jngard Handling: Surface: $0.40/ib. Air: $0;75/ib., 1.00 minimum
. Tax: 6.5% Insurance: $0.50 per $100.00

7r4 SIMULTANEOUS OUTPUTS AVAILABLE: THE ONLY ONE
ON THE MARKET
. SERIAL TTL LEVEL
. BUFFERED 8 BIT (TRI-STATE LATCH) PARALLEL
OUTPUT WITH VALID DATA SYNC PULSE AND LEVEL
. 20 MA OPTO-ISOLATED CURRENT LOOP, POLARITY
INDEPENDENT
4. EIA RS232C
“SINGLE +5 VOLT 300 MA (NOMINAL) POWER SUPPLY
(REQUIRED)
7 INDUSTRY STANDARD 2 KEY ROLLOVER ENCODER
“*ANSI-COMPATIBLE KEY SET: FOR SLIM-LINE “HIDE-
AWAY" PACKAGING

COMPONENT SALES INC.

778-A BRANNAN, SAN FRANCISCO, CA S4103
[415) B61-1345

Circle 60 on inquiry card.

s138°°

ASSEMBLED
AND TESTED

Plus $3.00 handling charge.
California residents
add 6'/2% sales tax.

#SEGMENTED SPACE BAR ALLOWS FAST MULTIPLE-
SPACING WITHOUT REPEAT KEY

“*REPEAT KEY REPEATS AT CHARACTER RATE

#USER SELECTABLE UPPER CASE ONLY (KSR/ASR/33
REPLACEMENT) OR UPPER/LOWER CASE

#wFACTORY SET AT 110 BAUD BUT EASILY ADJUSTED BY
USER TO ANY BAUD RATE FROM 110 TO 9600 BAUD

#wFLEXIBLE PARITY

#LED INDICATOR FOR SHIFT-LOCK KEY ELIMINATES
CASE UNCERTAINTY

7224 PIN DUAL—INLINE CONNECTOR

7#LOW PROFILE CASE (OPTIONAL) $40.00

g
.

.' Orders accepted by phone or mail.

MASTERCHARGE +r VISA *r COD 1t CHECK '* MONEY ORDER

BYTE July 1978 183




What'

PERIPHERALS

Centronics Announces Front Feed
Option for 700 Series Printers

Micromodule Has 16 Keys and
15 Displays

An optional front feed device has
been introduced by Centronics Data
Computer Corp, Hudson NH 03051, The
front feed is designed for use on eight
members of the firm's 700 series of dot
matrix printers and permits automatic
front insertion of cut forms and cut
multipart form sets. It can be used in
any application that requires informa-
tion for immediate utilization, including
invoicing, accounting, banking and stock
certificates. The price for the front feed
option is $700.m

Circle 639 an inquiry card.

Assembled and Kit Plotters

184

Plotter kits and plotters completely
assembled are offered by Sylvanhills
Laboratory Inc, POB 646, Pittsburg KS
66762, The kits require the purchaser to
mount them on a drawing surface and to
do the interconnection between the con-
trol printed circuit boards and the com-
puter. Plotters require an 8 bit parallel
10 port and 5 and 24 V power sources.
A basic 8080 software program is in-
cluded in the owner's manual. Applica-
tions include architectural, mechanical,
and schematic drawings; printed circuit
board artwork; positioning of small ob-
jects; computer generated art; games;
etc. Sizes available are 11 by 17 inches
(30 by 43 cm) at $795 in kit form, 17
by 22 inches (43 by 56 cm) at $950 in
kit form, and 22 by 34 inches (56 by 86
cm) at $1300 in Kit form.=

Circle 640 on inquiry card,
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This new Wince console 10 module
provides a versatile but inexpensive
means of communication between a hu-
man operator and a microprocessor. A
16 key keyboard allows entry of parame-
ters such as product codes, gas chro-
matograph stream selects, etc, and 15
7 segment displays. It allows output of
data such as torque, item counts, etc.
Also included is a real time clock for
providing interrupts and displaying time.
For further information contact
Wintek Corp, 902 N 9th St, Lafayette
IN 47904.=

Circle 641 on inquiry card

The RM 9050 series, a new family of
raster scan color imaging and graphic
systems, has been announced by the
Ramtek Corp, 585 N Mary, Sunnyvale
CA 94086. The RM 9150, 9250, 9350
and 9351 are the first members of a
compatible family of solid state digital
television image generation systems capa-
ble of displaying in color, gray scale and
black and white. The series was devel-
oped to provide a basic imaging system
plus graphics (plots, vectors and bar
charts) and alphanumeric capability.

The basic system includes scrolling,
character scaling, readback, cursor and
interactive capabilities. An assortment
of custom video boards are available
providing enhancement lookup tables
and digital to analog converters which
can produce from 256 gray levels to
4096 different colors. Keyboards and
cursor controllers are available as add-
on options. Pricing for a basic 64 color
system is under $6000 with black and
white less than $5500.=

Circle B42 on inguiry card

Speed Up DECwriters

The SuperDEC throughput optimizer
is a printed circuit board designed to re-
place the existing digital electronics in
Digital Equipment's LA361 DECwriter
11 teleprinter, upgrading it to 1200 bps.
Installation of the optimizer takes less
than five minutes and is completely plug
compatible with the cables in the DEC-
writer. Standard features include auto-
matic and manual top of form, full hori-
zontal and vertical tabs (addressable and
absolute), adjustable right and left mar-

gins and an RS-232C interface. Features
not previously offered to DECwriter
users include a double wide character
set, bidirectional printing and 32 user
programmable characters. An APL char-
acter set, selective addressing and an
answer back feature are optional. Price
is $395 with a one year warranty on all
parts and workmanship. Contact Inter-
tec, 19530 Club House Rd, Gaithers-
burg MD 20760,=

Circle 643 on ingquiry card
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Post Office Box 3097 B e Torrance, California 90503

WORD PROCESSING PRINTER $-100 Mother Board T %

we- tram Tebetype, ihe Model
e o printing 132 ASCH
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data at 10 0r 30 char, per second Key
1 8 ASCH o

tions. RS-232 Intertace, same as the populsr
Model 33 Data shee! sent unnﬂ reguest, Manutac
turer suggested price $1377

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 51219

TTLmodel with NOVATION brand
Acoustic Modem. $1419

MAXI-SWITCH

HEXADECIMAL KEYBOARD ASCIl KEYBOARD
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in standard ha code
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Anywhere
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capabilities, Two independent capstan P A T
CLOCK's ; s 1% drive motors allow the compuler lo B9
s 285 i control direction and speed of the . m"mm';;'lm 1%
5316 455 - transport s 98

5 38 ) 1\ CAPACITORS 5.88 .81.73 66

v - The assembly consists of a Raymond

cassefte transporl, chassis. mother SPDT Miniature Toggles
board and three edge cards: read/write, TR TIOIC&K  ON-NONE-ON
capslan drive & control card e CII;:'I'II(;S 50 7107 jbt ON-OFFimnt.ON)
Current replacement valued al over —=22_—_——_| 7108 CK_ON-imoment. ON)
$700.00, Schematics and complete |80,000/10v. ”: 349 295 ] Rocker JBT DPOT
documentation included. USED, bul in 4500/50v.519% 135 19 ::t::: 352';3,:
excellent condition lﬂ:llt‘l./]l!v $55 49 45 | poiiB (0D $.39ea.4.51

v eiad RELAYS Adise %12 .09 07 DIP Switch

00 1k
e 1A O 5L SPDT MINIATURE Dldisc .06 .05 .04 il‘! _l":, l’\‘s ‘ .ISS
Tvde, 1.4 A 550

10 25 100 ity
9vde, 15mA. 119

MEMORY

BE
RE

SEERRRER

P e

Suszas5808EE

ss
=0 =5

ol O oy S MU, e > SR 2L RO

119, 5115 104 89 { " o.sm
10 vAc,300mA. 1.9 Coil 12 VoIt dc.
7 Amp Contacts

TWISTED PAIR P.C.Board Mount "
DISCOUNT it

Transistors | Binoing Posts

w0 sl o 5-WAY Wire lllrop._(_enter
2N22224 .20 .18 16.15 ; =y -
2N3055 .69 .65.59 .55 Jer #119 R IC SOCKETS

MI3055 .79 .75 .69.65 20 100 <gll’ wire wrap  low profile

2N3772 159 149139129 135 .29 el o €2.25 50 s 25 50

2N3%04 .15 .11 .09.07 v chassis connectors. —_— 17716 15

2N3906 .15 .11.09.07 3736 35 1817 16
2 PANASONIC
Diodes SOLDERLESS 3837 36 1918 17

10 25 100
avs. 10134 |] 1N4002 100v.08 06.05 9993 85 2635 34

frdi s498 | 1N4005 soor.10.08.07 ' 169 155 139 63 60 58

SPECIAL llM-l."lslgnt 07 0504 : R : ot KYNHR:HE OR HOBEY WRAF-30

- ’ S 100
GENERAL INSTRUMENT ASCIl Keyboard Encoder L —-—-“-" 102 . 500 1,000 11,000
AY 53600 Prime but house marked only $4.95 ED’s %5131 450 20, 35. . 9. 515, 5105

213 679-9001

AN wpribpsien sale ) Calitornia dndu s premium grade
Orsle ecrved

EaaEsEzcsResusRius

2SR ESHEENEENNESES

228

TR B SR WUTHE o

[ sy
Serry, me COD's « Foreign srders add 10%
Credil cards accepled, 820 minimum

Circle 39 on inquiry card. 3 July 1978 185




PERIPHERALS

Intelligent Parallel Printer Interface
Card for Apple Il Computer

Apple Computer Inc has introduced
the Model A2B0002X intelligent printer
interface card. The unit gives Apple 1l
owners hard copy from popularly priced
printers such as those offered by Axiom,
Centronics, Qume, Printronics, OKI
Data, SwTPC and other. Users can pro-

duce permanent copy of program
listings, generate reports, print letters
and labels and generate graphics on
printers with graphic capability. It comes
fully assembled with instructions for
connecting it to a printer. The card has
a wide line format, capable of handling
line widths up to 255 characters per line.
It features high speed operation, up to
5000 characters per second, the equi-
valent of 3700 lines per minute at 80
characters per line. The power require-
ment is low, as card components are
automatically powered down when no
printing occurs and no external power
is required for the card. It also features
a general purpose 8 bit parallel output
port. The card comes with firmware
in read only memory, printer configur-
ation block, ribbon cable and instruction
manual. .

The price of the A2B0002X is $180.
Contact Apple Computer Inc, 10260
Bandley Dr, Cupertino CA 95014.®

Circle 519 on inquiry card.

LSI-11 to Instrumentation Bus

National Instruments, 8330 Burnet
Rd, Austin TX 78758, has announced an
interface from the Digital Equipment

Corporation LSI-11 to the |EEE stand-
ard 488-1975 general purpose interface
bus (GPIB). The unit, designated the
GPIB11V-1, can be used with either the
LSI-11 or Heath H11. The unit is fur-
nished with a 4 meter bus cable and a
complete software package including
drivers, utilities, and diagnostics. The
drivers and utilities are furnished as
MACRO source files which can be as-
sembled as FORTRAN, BASIC or
MACRO callable subroutines. The inter-
face can be used with such GPIB devices
as voltmeters, counters, frequency syn-
thesizers, and other controllers such as
the PET microcomputer. The unit, in-
cluding software and cable, sells for
$695.=

Circle 620 on inguiry card.

New Improved TV Maodification Kit

TUM-41

TUMOD KIT

The TVM-04 television modification
kit (see May 1978 BYTE, page 22) has

186  july 1978 © BYTE Publications Inc

been superseded by the improved
TVM-41, allowing greater monitor band-
width than with the TVM-04. The new
80 character video generator displays
look crisp and sharp. Operation as a
monitor or TV receiver is switch select-
able. The TVM-41 also extends the num-
ber of sets which can be modified to in-
clude Hitachi model number P-04, P-05,
P-08, PA-4, PA-5, PA-8, P-40, P41,
(all 12 inch) and the 9 inch model 1-28.
Total cost for the monitor is about
$100, depending on the local price of
the TV set. The TVM-41 is priced at $20
including hardware, wire and a five foot
video cable for connecting to your video
source. For more information contact
Pickles & Trout, POB 1206, Goleta CA
93017.=

Circle 621 on inguiry card.

“QEM II"” Brochure on Open Frame
DC Power Supplies

A new 12 page, illustrated brochure
is now being offered by Powertec Inc,
9168 DeSoto Av, Chatsworth CA 91311 °
that describes the company's OEM ||
series of second generation, open frame
DC power supplies. Described in the bro-
chure are Powertec's broad product
range of single output low power to 375
W, and multiple outputs dual and
triple power supplies. The printed cir-
cuit board electronics have been de-
signed to provide high efficiency and
low primary power consumption. A list-
ing of specifications is also included,
Voltage and current rating charts are
listed for user convenience.®

Circle 622 on inquiry card,

Glitch Exterminator for the
5$-100 Bus

Vamp Inc has introduced the Ex-
terminator (VTE-100) which they claim
puts an end to bus problems on 5-100
computer systems. The VTE-100 is a
dual function board serving as a bus
terminator and card extender. Bus
termination by the VTE-100 is said to
clean up noise, cross talk, overshoot and
other bus problems that can scramble
data unpredictably. The board also
serves as a card extender for memory or
10 cards which may require analysis or
maintenance. The Exterminator, through
on board termination, eliminates inter-
ference from adjacent boards which may
radiate digital RF allowing any memory
or 10 card to be extended without fear
of having the board perform unpredict-
ably. It fuses all extended power buses
to protect both the extended card and
the power supply from any accidental
damage. The fuses also allow for easy
access to all power buses to permit the
monitoring of current consumption. The
Exterminator comes fully assembled and
tested for $49.95 plus $2 to cover ship-
ping and handling from Vamp Inc, POB
29315, Los Angeles CA 90029.=

Circle 623 on inguiry card,



|
M' IMAGINE HAVING 16K OF SOFTWARE ON LINE AT ALL TIME!
KIT FEATURES: $-100 Ilmsalllltalrl Buss I:ompatbln'
1. Double sided PC board with solder B . I8 . PRICE CUT!

e L BT 357.50 kit

fered!
. Al sockets lnl:ludld - S R T wd WAS $69.95

5. On card regulat b I } mm m.

KIT INCLUDES ~ALL PARTS AND -
SOCKETS (except 2708's). Add $25. for : B T Our 27085 (45ONS) are $1295

tested. it
e DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! W " Show M

Static! 8K LOW POWER RAM KIT-§149.00
lbu‘q ADD S-100 (Imsai/Altair) Buss Compatible! 2 KITS FOR $279

$20 FOR (R W v U 5 1. w4 | L Fully Assembled & Burned In

KIT FEATURES: | 2%0NS T St $179.00

1. Doubled sided PC_ Board with solder Blank PC Board w/ Documentation

silk screen layout. Gold | S%" Ny » - $29.95
: I | Low Profile Socket Set

; included. \ .

) Fultv buffered on all address and [ ] Support IC’s (TTL & Regulators)
gata lines. = ; $9.75

B l'hlntnm is jumper selectable to Bypass CAP’s (Disc & Tantalums)

‘F'uuu 7805 roquistors sre provided | ' $4.50
on card (450NS) USES 21L02 RAM'S!

ey PNFORPNSUE | Ne MEavean S b | FULL WAVE BRIDGE | wor associarep wir biGiTa
FOR POPULAR LM 3900. With full Data New! 4 AMP. 200 PIV. RESEARCH OF CALIFORNIA, THE

3 FOR $1 $1-95 each 69¢ 10 FOR $5.75 SUPPLIERS OF CPM SOFTWARE.

450 NS! 2708 EPROMS
MOTOROLA 7805R VOLTAGE REGULATOR Now full speed! Prime new units from a major U.S. Mfg. 450 N.S.

Same as standard 7805 except 750 MA output. i Equiv. to 4-1702 A's i kage.
10220, 5VDC output. Access time. 1K x 8. Equiv. to s in one package

44c each or 10 for $3.95 $15.75 ea. 4 FOR $50%

OUR LATEST COMPUTER KIT! FULLY S-100 COMPATIBLE! FULLY STATIC, AT DYNAMIC PRICES!

WHY THE 2114 RAM CHIP? 16K STATIC RAM K“'m FEATURES:

We feel the 2114 will be the next industry 4
standard RAM chip (like the 2102 was). é‘t\ $35909° .‘3'.02.:’: Foneghln . lour saphvily; 4

This means price, availability, and » COMPLETE KIT 2. ON BOARD BANK SELECT circuitry.

vality will all be good! Next, the 2114 is o i
RULLY STATIC! We feel this is the ONLY e@‘& SPECIAL (CILomaNDD, Standard), Niows<up 7o

way to go on the S-100 Buss! We've all 3. Uses 2114 (450NS) 4K Static Rams.
geard the Eonné}n stories about some INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 4. ON Bom‘ao SE]LECTABLE WAIT
with DMA and F'-tg'r’_F'?" DISC DRIVES, Buy 2 KITS 132K).(or 860 5’73353'9 sided PC Board, with solder
Who needs these kinds of problems? 450 NS mask and silk screened layout. Gold
And finally, even among other 4K Static plated contact fingers.

RAM's the 2114 stands out! Not all 4K Blank PC Board with Documentation . All address and data lines fully
static Rams are created equal! Some of buffered

e Lo TR g £ Lo A par g gecors
t . PHANTOM is jumpered to PIN 67.
critical as Dynamic RAM's, Some of our | LOW PROFILE SOCKET SET — $12.00 g LOW PO?,VE'F,_{:‘M‘;,’“M”YMCM
competitor’'s 16K boards use these from the +8 Volt Buss

“tricg;;;" devices. But not u?! The 2114is | ASSEMBLED & TESTED — ADD $30.00 (9% .5 5 Board can be populated as
the LY logical choice for a trouble- \ i

free, straightforward design. 2114's 4K RAM's — 8 for $85.00 SOy ISR

New! REAL TIME

Z-80 PROGRAMMING MANUAL HEAVY DUTYI Tantalum Capacitors Computer Clock Chip

~ Full Wave Bridge
By Mostek. The major Z-80 second| 25amp 50PIV 1 NG 20 YL LB DIMORE et
source. The most detailed explanation Kemet. Axial Lead.

D outputs. 28 Pin
ever on the working of the Z-80 CPU $1.25 Best Value!  10/$1. | PCP ovgRie. B Data
CHIPS. At least one full page on each of GE 10 AMP Triac LS SERIES TTL
the 158 Z-80 instructions. A MUST| sc146D. House no. TALS00 33 74L574 — 49¢
reference manual for any user of the Z-80.| To-220 case. Rated 741504 — 35c

300 pages. Just off the press. 10 amps 400P1V. ;:tg?g — 332

741520 — 33c e
$12.95 75¢ ea. 3/82. 74573 — 49¢ 74L5368—85¢

TERMS: Orders under $15. add 75¢c. No COD’s. We

Digital ReseorCh corporation accept VISA, MasterCharge and American Express
OF TEXAS

Cards. Money Back Guarantee on all items! Texas

| P.0.BOX 401247 » GARLAND, TEXAS 75040 * (214) 271-2461 Residents add 5% Sales Tax. | WEPAV POSTAGE!
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Circle 297 on inquiry card.

* YOUR BEST BUY IN WIRE WRAP SUPPLIES

PRECUT WIRE ) &

WHY BUY WIRE ON ROLLS? - ‘“‘

PRECUT & STRIPPED WIRE IS: i -
* Fast - No more cutting & stripping by hand i % -
* Rellable - Good, clean, uniform strip L TR
* Economical - Cheaper than using bulk wire m
115 1.08 L}
185 142 128
Goig 3-vel Ciossd Entry Sockets
End & Sade Stachabhe All prices inClude gokd
Tin sockets snd J-bevel sockals aveiiable

re " WIRE WRAP SOCKETS D

104 3600 100-249 260-999 1K-5K
] »n

WIRE WRAP BOARDS

14 59

ww
10-24 Connector

Byy

Buszes on both sides
Blank
Buses on ane side

475
6.25

450
5.85
1000

4.00
5.50
950

3.00
3.00
3.00

8F BEL BEZ

888 g%

i 950 900
12.00

8.50

Busei on one side
Buset on both sides
Blank

B.26
1250
8.00

3.00
4.00
4.00

>

Bulk Wire
501 rol 4t §109 ¢« 4en
100 11 ol at 295 « 3/

100 pes of 3
100 pca of &
Wirm Kt 1 a1 5695

9.00
1vmin
Blank

Buses on both sides
Buses on both sides

10.50
16.50
17.96

10.00
16.00
16.95

4.00
1.00
5.00

1750

# 30 Kynar inpped 17 on sach end Lengins are oversil
Colors Red Biue Green Yelliow Bleck Crange While
Wirs packaged = plesic bags Ada 25€/length for tubes

2000

A
a7
455
4B

("  INTERCONNECT CABLES )

Ritibon cabis connectorns for connechting boards to
front paneis. or bosrd 1o board

Blank 625 575 525

sase sgnalE

SINGLE ENDED DOUBLE ENDED

[

14 pn V8 pin
1
1
165
208

Mpn  Vpn 8pin Mpn
208 224 245 aw
224 23 255 im

283 252 27 an
508

14 pin Gold WW Socket 30
16 pin Gold WW Socket A2
24 pin Gold WW Socket s

27 per 400
29 per 350
B5 par 117

S21
582
5 BEN
818K

SOCKET
SALE!

140 W an
1.75
350
3150

852/
BasK
T
75

44 pin 5T Edge Card Connector
100 pin ST Edge Card Connector
100 pin WW Edge Card Connector

1.50 per 10
3.00 per 10
3.00 per 10

7K
BAT/K
850%
BAVK

(ir WIRE WRAP TOOLS )

Prices good through B/1/78 when purchased with Wire Kit =10r =2

PAGE DIGITAL
ELECTRONICS

Ordering Information: ;

Orders under $25 and COD's, add §2

All others, shipped Ppd in U.S. via UPS 135 E. Chestnut Street 5
For Blua Label [Air) or 1st Class, add $1 Monrovia, California 91016
Phone (213) 357-5005

- >

[

With Free Wire Kit 1
($6.95 Value)
HOBBY WRAP

0 Maodel BW 630

g Batteries & Charger

WS5U 30 Hand Wrap-Unwrap Strip Tool
WS 30M, for Modified Wrap

\BT 30 Extra Bit

$11.00
585
695

e

00 5% 100 T
1250 1 Aol Buin

J

500 4
We accept Visa & Mastercharge
Most orders shipped same day

Dealer Inguiries Invited

Choose One Colgs
or Assariment

P.0. Box 4430X Santa Clara, CA 95054
For will call only: (408) 988-1640

Same day shipment. First line 2322 Walsh Ave.

parts only. Factory tested.
Guaranteed money back.
Quality IC's and other
components at factory prices.

ELECTRONICS

CRYSTALS
1 MHz

INTEGRATED CIRCUITS
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Cou
3650

n

3 levrl wete wree gold

14 pin 25 16 pin I7
2 el 14 pil w21

COMPUTER BOARD

BK RAM Board Kit

4K EPROM Kit

/0 Board Kit

Extsndet Board w/connector

Wideo Interface bosrd kit

16K EPROM board kit wio PROMS 74 50
16K Static RAM board kil 385.00

North Star Fw Disk Kit $665.00
Additional Drive Kit 415,00
Paratronics 1004 Logie

Anafyrer KiY §199.00
Moded 10 Trigger Expander Xn $229.00
Model 150 Bus Grabber kit $369.00

Video Modulator Kit $8.95
Convert your TV set into a high quality monitor
without normal usage. Complete kit
with full instructions

1

ZSR LRERSRVSRREESERRS

e
trrr

BHZ LBREB EREESERSssSLTBRRS

INTERFACE
BTG
154 ]
8797

trivd
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Auto Clock Kit

DC clock with 4-.50" displays. Uses National
MA-1012 module with alarm option. Includ
light dimmer, crystal timebase PC boards.
Fully regulated, comp. instructs. Add $3.95
for beauliful dark gray case. Best value any-
where.

256 Bytes of RAM, audio amp. & spkr. Detailed
b assy. man. w/PC board & all parts fully socketed.
Comp. Kit $106.95. High address display option
8.95; Low address display option 9.95; Custom
hardwood cab., drilled front panel 19.75; Nicad
Battery Backup Kit w/all parts 4.95; Fully wired &
tested in cabinet 151.70; 1802 software club.

New Cosmac Super "ELF"
RCA CMOS dable to 64K mi P
w/HEX keypad input and video output for graphics.
Just turn on and start loading your program using
the resident monitor on ROM. Pushbutton selec-
tion of all four CPU modes. LED indicators of
current CPU mode and four CPU states. Single
step op. for program debug. Built in pwr. supply,  10-12 pg. monthly publication 12.00 per yr.

4K EIf Expansion Board Kit with Cassette I/F §79.95
Available on board options: 1K super ROM monitor $19.95. Parallel /0 port §7.95. RS232 I/F $3.50.
TTY 20 ma |/F §1.95. 5-100 Memory UF $4.50.

RCA CosmacVIP Kit $275.00

Video computer with games and graphics

'78 IC Update Master Manual
1978 IC Update Master Manual $30.00

Complete IC data selector 2175 pg. Master ref- Sinclair 3% Diill Multimeter
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Tiny Basic for ANY 1802 System
Cassatte $10.00
on ROM Monitor $38.00

BYTE July 1978

Super EIf owners take 30%off.

Object code Nsting or

paper tape with manual $5.50

erence guide. Over 42,000 cross references.
Free update service through 1978. Domestic
postage $3.50. Foreign $6.00. Final 1977
Master closeout $15.00

Batt. oper. imV and .INA resolution. Resis-
tance to 20 meg. 1% accuracy. Small, portable,
completely assem. in case. 1 yr. guarantee

added on charge cards

Circle 307 on inquiry card.



GENERATOR"

Part no, 101
® Converls serial to parallel and

parallel to serial

¢ Low cost on board baud rate
generator

® Baud rates: 110, 150,

300, 600, 1200, and 2400

® Low power drain +5 volts and
-12 volts required

® TTL compatible

e All characters contain a start
bit, 5 to 8 data bits, 1 or 2 stop
bits, and either odd or even
parity.

® All connections go to a 44 pin
gold plated edge connector

® Board only $12.00; with parts
$35.00

Part no. 232

e Converts TTL to RS-232, and
converts RS-232 to TTL

® Two separate circuits

® Requires -12 and +12 volts

® All connections go to a 10 pin
gold plated edge connector

® Board only $4.50; with parts
$7.00

Part no. 6085

e Board supplies a regulated
+5 volts at 3 amps., +12,-12,
and -5 volts at 1 amp.

e Power required is 8 volts
AC at 3 amps., and 24 volts AC
C.T. at 1.5 amps.

e Board only 812.50; with
parts $42.50 excluding

Part no. 111

TAPE
INTERFACE"

® Play and record Kansas City
Standard tapes

® Converts a low cost tape
recorder to a digital recorder

® Works up to 1200 baud

® Digital in and out are TTL-serial
e Output of board connects to
mic. in of recorder

® Earphone of recorder connects
to input on board

® Requires +5 volts, low power
drain

e Board $7.60; with parts $27.50

® No coils

-3

RF
MODULATOR*

® Converts video to AM modu-
lated RF, Channels 2 or 3

® Power required is 12 volts AC
C.T., or +5 volts DC

o Board $7.60; with parts $13.50

RS-232/TTY *
INTERFACE %
Part no. 600 &

e Converts RS-232 to 20mA
current loop, and 20mA current
loop to RS-232

® Two separate circuits

e Requires +12 and -12 volts

e Board only $4.50. with

parts $7.00

TELEVISION
TYPEWRITER

-

Part no. 106

e Stand alone TVT

e 32 char/line, 16 lines, modifi-
cations for 64 char/line included
e Parallel ASCII (TTL) input

e Yideo output

e 1K on board memory

e Output for computer con-
trolled curser

e Auto scroll

e Non-destruclive curser

o Curser inputs: up, down, lef,
right, home, EOL, EOS

e Secroll up, down

e Requires +3 volts at 1.5 amps,
and -12 volts at 30 mA

e All 7400, TTL chips

e Char. gen. 2513

e Upper case only

e Board only $39.00; with parts
£145.00

8K
STATIC &
|RAM

Part no. 300

o 8K Altair bus memory

e Uses 2102 Static memory chips
® Memory protect

® Gold contacts

* Wait states

® On board regulator

® 5-100 bus compatible

® Vector input option

e TRI state buffered

® Board only $22.50; with parts
$160.00

To Order:
. &2

E =

transformers
TIDMA™ sy

o =
® Tape Interface Direct Memory

Part no. 112
Access

o Record and play programs with-
out bootstrap loader (no prom)
has FSK encoder/decoder for
direct connections to low cost
recorder at 1200 baud rate, and
direct connections for inputs and
outpuls to a digital recorder at
any baud rate.

® 5-100 bus compatible
® Board only $35.00;
with parts $110.00

Apple 11
Serial 1/0 8

Interface

Part No. 2

® Baud rates up to 30,000

® Plugs into Apple Peripheral

connector

® Low-current drain

* RS-232 Input and Output
SOFTWARE

® Input and Output routine from

monitor or BASIC to teletype or

other serial printer.

© Program for using an Apple 11

for a video or an intelligent ter-

minal. Board only — $15.00;

with parts — $42.00; assembled

and tested — $62.00,

MODEM *

Part no. 109
® Type 103
® Full or half duplex

® Works up to 300 baud

e Originate or Answer

® No coils, only low cost com-
ponenls

¢ TTL input and output-serial

® Connect 8 ohm speaker and
crystal mic. directly to board

® Uses XR FSK demodulator

® Requires +5 volts

@ Board $7.60; with parts $27.50

Mention part number and description. For parts kits add **A™ to part number. Shipping paid for orders
accompanied by check, money order, or Master Charge, Bank Americard, or VISA number, expiration
date and signature, Shipping charges added to C.0.D. orders. California residents add 6.5% for tax.
Parts kits include sockets for all ICs, components, and circuit board. Documentation is included with
all products. Dealer inquiries invited. 24 Hour Order Line: (408) 2264064.* Designed by John Bell.

Circle 125 on inquiry card.

BYTE Juty 1978 189




PERIPHERALS

A Video Camera Kit

This 202 video camera kit may be
used for visible or infrared viewing and
surveillance with an infrared light source,
and is excellent for standard surveillance
work because of its light weight (under
one pound) and small size (3% by 6%
inch boards). A5V, 1 A power supply is
needed. The kit includes all semicon-
ductors, boards, data sheets, diagrams,
resistors, capacitors, and an 8 mm lens.
The kit sells for $349 from Solid State
Sales, POB 74B, Somerville, MA 02143.=

Circle 615 on inquiry card,

Video Terminal Offered by Phone 1

The new model P1-11 video terminal
features the following: 80 by 24 screen,
local editing, upper and lower case dis-
play, dual screen intensity, full or half
duplex operation, numeric cluster key-
board, and 300 bps acoustical modem.
The unit sells for $1075 complete and
$800 for the terminal alone. Contact
Phone 1 Inc, 1330 E State St, Rockford
IL61108.=

Circle 616 on inquiry card.

July 1978 © BYTE Publications Inc

Module Interfaces Voice and
Instruments to Synthesizers

PITCH
FOLLOWER

i
LY . . . ’
-
? -! - X z :
, .. L

LINE LEVEL TUNING

The Aries AR-333 pitch and envelope
follower is an electronic module that in-
terfaces external signal sources, such as
voice, single note instruments, and tape
recorders, to most synthesizers. A one
octave change of input signal produces a
1 V change in pitch control output for
controlling VC oscillator frequency, fil-
ter frequency, etc. Linear and logarith-
mic envelope follower outputs allow
control of synthesizer functions by the
amplitude of the input signal. On the
front panel, a trim pot lets you adjust
the tracking sensitivity of the pitch con-
trol output, and permits use of the mod-
ule with different synthesizers without
retrimming oscillators. The front panel
also provides a tuning control for adjust-
ing oscillator frequency which allows
tuning to the pitch of other instruments,
and a retriggering sensitivity control for
picking up accents. A low distortion
compressor output is also provided. The
module’s 36 db, low noise microphone
preamp accepts % inch phone plugs. It
sells for $349 (kit) and $499 (assem-
bled). An assembled AR-333 with case
and power supply (Model GE-101) sells
for $550. Contact Aries Music Inc, Shet-
land Industrial Park, POB 3065, Salem
MA 01970.=

Circle B18 on inguiry card.

Isolated Digital Output Board
for Intel Microcomputers

by
i

: & 4
mawd JHEF
" iy

Plug compatible 16 or 32 channel iso-
lated digital output systems are available
for the Intel SBC 80 and Intellec MDS
microcomputers. Isolation eliminates
ground loop problems and protects the
processor from real world transients.
Memory mapped MP801 (16 channel) or
MP802 (32 channel) systems are con-
tained on a single printed circuit board
and provide all control and timing
circuitry. Channels are implemented by
dry reed relays protected by metal oxide
varistors and can handle up to 10 W. Re-
lays provide low “on-impedance,” high
output current and isolate output chan-
nels from the computer bus (to 600
VDC) and from channel to channel
(300 VDC). They are treated as memory
by the processor, eight output channels
occupying one memory location. Prices
of the 16 channel MP801 are $295 and
$475 for the 32 channel MP802 in quan-
tities of one to nine. Contact Burr-
Brown, International Airport Industrial
Park, Tucson AZ 85734.=

Circle 17 on inquiry card

Attention Readers, and
Vendors. . .

Where Do New Product Items
Come From? 5

[}

The information printed in the
new products pages of BYTE Is
obtained from ‘“new product’ or
“press release"” copy sent by the
promoters of new products. If in
our Judgment the neat new whiz-
bang gizmo or save the world
software package is of interest
to the personal computing experi-
menters and homebrewers who
read BYTE, we print the informa-
tion in some form. We openly
solicit such information from
manufacturers and suppliers to
this marketplace. The information

_ is printed more or less os a first in
first out queue, subject to oc-
casional priority modifications.




& A “Smart” VIDEO BOARD
¥ The EW-2001  KIT At A “Dumb” Price!

A VIDEO BOARD + A MEMORY BOARD + AN I/O BOARD — ALL IN ONE!

= STATE OF THE ART TECHNOLOGY USING DEDICATED MICROPROCESSOR 1.C. $ l 99 95
= NUMBER OF 1.C.s REDUCED BY 50% FOR HIGHER RELIABILITY = MASTER PIECE .
OF ENGINEERING = FULLY SOFTWARE CONTROLLED Priced at ONLY Basic Software Included

SPECIAL FEATURES:

Programmable no. of scan lines OPTIONS:

m S-100 bus compatible ®m Underline blinking cursor S OEKRES s lsirs v it $10.00
® Parallel keyboard port m Cursor controls: up, down, left, 2K Static Memory
® On board 4K screen memory right, home, carriage return (with Sockets) ...... $45.00

(optional)* relocatable to main ® Composite video 4K Static Memory

computer memory *Min. 2K required for operation of this board. (with Sockets) ...... $90.00
® Text editing capabilities (soft- DISPLAY FEATURES: Complete unit, assembled

ware optional) & 178 dalavable ASCII chatact and tested with *
® Scrolling: up and down through ers (u ;{r?ctr}z;nde]ower cagt]c:lrlap(ila- S Memonyic ez s Jason

video memory numeric. controls) Basic software on ROM . §20.00
® Blinking characters ® 64 or 32 characters per line Text editoron ROM .. .. §75.00
m Reversed video (jumper selectable)
m Provision for on board ROM ® 32 or 16 lines
® CRT and video controls fully (umper selectable)

programmable (European TV) B Screen capacity 2048 or 512 DEALER

Character generation:
e INQUIRIES WELCOMED

8080 SUPPORT
.......... 3. 3080 A o

$7.75

ASCII 3rd GENERATION *ONLY

KEYBOARD KIT #68.00

.......... sos IRAM = 2114

24) e bERE S 95 1Kx4 450ns
.......... 3 $8.00

1/4W RESISTOR RIBBON CABLE
10 Ohm — 1.5m 32 Conductor

$1.75/100 26 AWG — $.60/Foot

of one value ®» TTL Logic Circuits OPTIONS:
! m Power: +5V 275mA m Metal Enclosure
I Pole 10 Pos. | MINIATURE HEXADECIMAL = Upper and Lower Case Painted IBM Blue
ROTARY Slide Switch LABEL KEYBOARD ® Full ASCII Set (Alpha and WIII_IE) : $25.00
SWITCH DPDT s Numeric, Symbols, ® |8 Pin Edge Con.  $2.00
3 for $1.00 |$.15;10/81.00| — Matrix coded output Control) m [.C.Sockets $4.00

— Interfaces with 74C922

for binary code
1 Pole 8 Pos. Push Button Zoto bou{wc

TOS Miniature| Momentary _ Bt life: 100 niillion
Rotary Switch Switch e ap Ak
3 for $1.00 3 for §1.00

7 or 8 Bits Parallel Data = Serial Output (Shift o
Optional Serial Output Register) S2
Selectable Positive or % Ules Lwte 1ok

elect: g ritch for Capit:
Negative Strobe, and Sueich ‘on Gapial

Strobe Pulse Width o e g $2100
‘N’ Key Roll-Over

Fully Debounced KIT INCLUDES: Keyboard,
Repeat Function Key POz 4 % g

Shift Lock, 2 Shift Keys  NOTE: If you have this 63

4 User Defineable Keys Keleclel]yp;z-(KeybEard you
= aea can buy the Kit without it

}I)—}v(‘;ﬁ%d{i%lle for only $44.95.

Remove back to stick on

SHIPPING: Keyboard and Video Board: $3.50; others: §1.25
California residents add 6% sales tax

ELECTRONICS WAREHOUSE Inc.
1603 AVIATION BLVD. :

REDONDO BEACH, CA. 90278 |

P TEL. (213) 376-8005 {

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG
Minimum Order: $10

Circle 130 on inquiry card. BYTE July 1978 191
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The Writehander: a New Typing
Keyboard for One Hand

A typing keyboard has been designed
that permits typing all 128 characters
of the ASCII code with one hand and is
particularly useful with computers and
terminals that accept ASCIl coded
parallel input, To use the Writehander,
the typist places four fingers on four

press switches and the thumb on one of
eight press switches. The four finger
switches operate as the lower four bits
of the 7 bit ASCII code, selecting the
group of characters (out of 16 groups)
that contains the desired character. The
group contains a choice of eight letters,
numerals, symbols, etc. The thumb then
presses the particular switch that selects
the desired character from the choice of
eight. A computer is not required to
operate the terminal. The Writehander
will directly operate terminals such as
the Diablo HyType, Teletype ASCII
modified Selectric, or a video monitor
that accepts parallel 7 bit ASCII signals.
Required power is 200 mADC from 5 V
regulated or 7 to 25 V unregulated. The
unit connects to the terminal through a
ribbon cable that has lines for the 7 bit
ASCII code, a 1 bit fixed parity, strobe
and acknowledge signals and the power
and common lines. The price of the
Writehander is $98 and it can be ob-
tained from the NewO Company, 246
Walter Hays Dr, Palo Alto CA 94303.m

Circle 646 on inquiry card
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Line Printer with Graphic Capabilities

Bl lal T wly

The Model 160 Malibu Line Printer
is a commercial grade dot matrix
machine which operates bidirectionally
at 165 characters per second and has
graphics capabilities. The printer's fea-
tures include logic seeking capabilities
for fast throughput, reinking rollers (said
to increase ribbon life up to 50 million
characters), and jumper selectable pri-
mary voltage (110 to 220 V, 50 to 60
Hz). Standard software supports the 96
character ASCII set, but the user may
easily change the characters to exotic
languages, scientific symbols, or what-
ever can be printed with a 9 pin head.
The tractor operated paper feed allows
groups of dots to be placed immediately
adjacent to one another either hori-
zontally or wvertically, giving graphics
capabilities at 3000 dot locations per

July 1978 © BY TE Publications Inc

square inch. The Malibu accepts paper
from 4 inch (10 ¢cm) to 15 (37.5 c¢cm)
inch width and prints up to 132 char-
acters per line. Normal line feed is 1/6
inch (0.4 cm), but increments of 1/60
inch (0.04 cm) are possible under
software control. All circuitry is de-
signed into three circuit boards which
plug into the mother board. An optional
Altair (5-100) interface card is available,
making the printer immediately operable
with many popular computers. An
RS-232 option with a Z-80 processor on
board allows the printer to accept serial
input (up to 9600 bps) or parallel ASCII
input with handshaking. The Malibu
printer is priced at less than $2000 from
Malibu Design Group Inc, 21110G
Nordhoff St, Chatsworth CA 913711.8

Circle 853 on inguiry card

Full Character Line Printer

The FUTRA Model 10 Line Printer
incorporates a belt impact, full character
(not dot matrix) 80 column printing
mechanism. The unit operates at a mini-
mum print rate of 150 lines per minute
using the 64 ASCII character set or a
minimum of 84 lines per minute using
a full 96 ASCII character set and can
produce up to four copies including the
original. The input is an 8 bit parallel
which can be interfaced to a 3P+S or
similar interface card. The unit has a
buffer size of one full line (80 char-
acters) and a maximum data input rate
of 75,000 characters per second.

The Model 10 is priced at $2695
and comes with pin feed paper handling
mechanism, format control unit (top of
form), either 64 or 96 ASCII character
set and parallel interface. Options are
an off line test print excercisor, $75;
and serial interface (RS-232¢, 20 mA
current loop, TTL direct interface with
1010 byte buffer), $595. Contact
FUTRA, 3421 Onyx St, POB 4380,
Torrance CA 90510,(213) 371-8138.m

Circle 583 on inquiry card

Fast Cassette Interface

The Wince Cassette Interface dumps
and loads programs at a data rate of
2400 bps. It also supports the 300 bps
Kansas City standard., The unit inter-
faces directly to a Motorola 6850 ACIA
and includes an RS232 interface at data
rates from 150 to 9600 bps. The inter-
face board is priced at $139 in single
quantities from Wintek Corp, 902 N 9th
St, Lafayette IN47904,(317)742-6802.m

Circle 584 on inquiry card



DIODES/ZENERS SOCKETS/BRIDGES TRANSISTORS, LEDS, etc.
1N914 100v 10mA .05 8-pin  pcb 20 ww .35 3: ggg; rgrl:r; (2N2222 Plastic .10) : g
1N4N0S 600v 1A .08 14-pin  pcb .20 ww .40 : -
1N4007  1000v 1A .15 16-pin pcb 20 ww 40 | 3NI08 WO (Premic. Unmorkedl 19
1N4148 75v 10mA .05 18-pin pcb .25 ww .75 2N3054 NPN .35
1N4733 B.1v 1 W Zener .25 " 22-pin  pcb 35 ww .95 2N3055 NPN 15A 60v .50
1N753A 6.2v 500 mW Zener .25 24-pin  pcb .35 ww .95 kR, SRC U e
1N758A 10v " .25 28pin pcb 45 ww 125 D.L.747  7seg 5/8" High com-anode  1.85
1N759A 12v ” .25 40-pin pcb B0 ww 1.25 :HHA:;%W ;ssgcorn—ano: Egedl : 1‘%2
" g com-ano range 3
:“ggﬁg }‘3‘: e gg Molex pins .01 To-3 Sockets .25 M:NSZA 7 m com-anode tYeuogwl :.25
IN52458  15v " 25 2AmpBridge  100-prv 45 Ry e e e e
25 Amp Bridge  200-prv 1.95
C MOS - TTL -
4000 .15 7400 10 7473 .25 74176 .85 74H72 .35 745133 40
4001 15 7401 15 7474 .30 74180 .55 74H101 .75 745140 85
1002 .20 7402 15 7475 .35 74181 2.25 74H103 .55 745151 .30
4004 3.95 7403 15 7476 .40 74182 .75 74H106 95 745153 35
4006 .95 7404 10 7480 .bb 74190 1.25 745157 .75
4007 .20 7405 .25 7481 .75 74191 .95 74L00 .25 745158 .30
4008 75 7406 .25 7483 J5 74192 .75 74102 .20 745194 1.05
4009 .35 7407 5b 7485 .55 74193 .85 74L03 .25 745257 (8123) 1.05
4010 .35 7408 A5 7486 25 74194 .95 74L04 .30
4011 .20 7409 a8 7489 1.05 74195 .95 74L10 .20 74LS00 .20
4012 .20 7410 .15 7490 45 74196 .95 74L20 .35 74L501 .20
4013 .40 7411 .25 7491 70 74197 .95 74L.30 45 741L.S02 .20
4014 .75 7412 .25 7492 45 74198 1.45 74L47 1.95 74LS04 .20
4015 .75 7413 .25 7493 .35 74221 1.00 74L51 45 74L505 .25
4016 39 7414 .75 7494 .15 74367 75 74155 .65 74L508 .25
4017 .75 7416 .25 7495 .60 74L72 45 74L.S09 25
4018 15 7417 .40 7496 .80 75108A .3b 74L73 40 74LS10 .25
4019 .35 7420 .15 74100 1.16 75491 .60 74L74 45 74L511 .25
4020 .85 7426 .25 74107 .25 75492 .50 74L75 .55 74L520 .20
4021 .75 7427 .25 74121 .35 74193 .55 74L521 .25
4022 .75 7430 .15 74122 .55 740123 .85 741522 .25
4023 .20 7432 .20 74123 .35 74H00 .15 741532 .25
4024 .75 7437 .20 74125 .45 74H01 .20 74500 .35 741837 .25
4025 20 7438 .20 74126 .35 74H04 20 74502 35 741838 .35
4026 1.95 7440 .20 74132 75 74H05 .20 74503 .25 741540 .30
4027 .35 7441 1.15 74141 .90 74H08 .35 74504 .25 741542 .65
4028 75 7442 45 74150 .85 74H10 .36 74S05 3D 741551 30
4030 .36 7443 45 74151 65 74H11 25 74508 35 741574 .35
4033 1.50 7444 45 74153 75 74H15 45 74510 35 741586 .35
4034 2.45 7445 .65 74154 .95 74H20 .25 74511 35 741890 .55
4035 75 7446 .70 74156 .70 74H21 .25 74520 .25 741593 .55
4040 75 7447 .70 74157 .65 74H22 .40 74540 .20 74LS5107 .40
4041 .69 7448 .50 74161 .55 74H30 .20 74550 .20 7415123 1.00
4042 .65 7450 .25 74163 .85 74H40 .25 74551 .25 74L5151 15
4043 .50 7451 .25 74164 .60 74H50 .25 74564 15 7415153 15
4044 .65 7453 .20 74165 1.10 74H51 .25 74574 .35 7415157 75
4046 1.25 7454 .25 74166 1.25 74H52 156 745112 .60 74LS164 1.00
4049 45 7460 40 74175 .80 74H53J .25 745114 .65 7415193 .95
4050 45 7470 45 74H55 .20 7418367 75
4066 .65 7472 40 74L.S368 .65
4069/74C04 .25
4071 .25 MCT2 .95 LINEARS, REGULATORS, etc.
4081 .30 8038 3.95 LM320T5 1.65 LM340K15 1.26 LM723 .40
4082 .30 LM201 75 LM320T12 1.65 LM340K18 1.25 LM725N 2.50
MC 14409 14.50 LM301 .45 LM320T15 1.65 LM340K24 1.25 LM739 1.50
MC 14419 4.85 LM308 (mini) .95 LM324N 1.25 78L05 .75 LM741(8-14) .25
4511 .95 LM309H .65 LM339 .75 78L12 .75 LM747 1.10
74C151 1.90 LM309K (340-5)85 7805 (34075) .95 78L15 .15 LM1307 1.25
LM310 .85 LM340T12 .95 78M05 .75 LM1458 .65
9000 SERIES LM311D (miniy .75 LM340T15 .95 LM373 2.95 LM3900 .50
9301 85 95H03 1.10 LM318 (mini) 1.75 LM340T718 .95 LM380(8-14 PiN) .95 LM75451 .65
9309 .35 9601 20 LM320K5(7905)1.65 © LM340T24 .95 LM709 (8,14 F1n).25 NEB55 .35
9322 65 9602 45 LM320K12  1.65 LM340K12 1.25 LM711 .45 hN}ESSB gg
565 ¥
MICRO’S, RAMS, CPU'S,
! . 4 NE566 1.25
E-P
wsws opmoms | INTEGRATED CIRCUITS UNLIMITED NESe? 95
1702A 4.50 8224 3.25
::5312 %00 8228  6.00 7889 Clairemont Mesa Boulevard, San Diego, California 92111 SPEGIAL
531 50 8251 8.50 i :
NG gt o i {7:]4] 278 439'4 (Calif. Res.) 5 DISCOUNTS
2102L-1 1.75 8T13 150 All orders shipped prepaid No minimum Total Order = Deduct
%Lil“snzs ggg ggi ;gg Open accounts invited COD orders accepted $35- $99 10%
TMS4044- 995 | 8T97 1.00| Discounts available at OEM Quantities  California Residents add 6% Sales Tax $100-$300  15%
21078-4 4.95 All IC's Prime/Guaranteed. All orders shipped same day received. $301-$1000 20%
gg?g ggg ggapl 0 ggg 24 Hour Toll Free Phone 1-800- 854-2211 American Express / BankAmericard / Visa / MasterCharge

Circle 180 on inquiry card.
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(&d SOCKE

MIBRBPROCESSOH COMPOHENTS

Tihe Incredible

TRIMMERS |

10MM size trimmers -.394" Dia.

Part No. 1-9 10-24 25-49 100+
TR-11(valve) 35 .30 25 20

100, 00 1K 3w, 5K 0K Bos SOK. 100K 200 T meg

Apsistance vilues -

Mates with two rows of .025” sq. orf paoas §19.95 =1
dia. posts on patterns of 100"} soaoa cru fos o Gy u% I“Pennywhistle 103"
centers and shielded receptacles.| 8212  8-Bit Input/Ouiput 495 2650 MPU 26.50
JU MPERS Pmm access holes in back. Choice] 8214  Prionty Interrupt Control 7.95 MCEBOO M 19.95
of 6 or 18" leagth 8216 Bi-Directional &;nm: ;g MCBEB104PI ;‘;ﬁ 1 B Static Ram ?g $1 29 95
Clock Generat M h. Intertace A
Part No. No. of cm:m Length Price b wmsﬂc:m;‘mmnmu 5.95 et Peroh. Intartace Adaplar 11.50 Kit IJIIII
= o h . The Pennpunistie ”lc»\mﬂ‘!n”rto L
924003-18R 18" §538ea Qaost  Prog. Comm. Interface 9.95 MCBE30LE 1024 x & Bit AOM LI Plmblvgesd
924003-06R 26 6" 4.78 ea. [ 8255 Prog. Periph. Interiace 10.95 MCE850 Comm. Adapter 14.95 |
924005-18R 40 18" B2Tea TAWS PRONS
924005-06R 40 B 7.33 ea. g1 :sg o1 Sttic 51 ;: :imom 3 52 :I;w.T-....uur o
924006-18R 50 18" 10.31 ea. 110 1024 5 1 Dymasc amous " 3 Tranamissins
- Ml 256 x 4 - Sttt 585 Opn C 500
50 1 ?‘In’«l‘ IB?{I- 1 Statc 175 Bapoist [[E -3 Mazirmum Dats Rate
q} JUMPE Solder 1o PC boards for instant | 2107520 L D e Hicimg o] Pimdarny
plug-in access via socket-connector § 5y %634 Suke 595 EPAOM 255 | Recoive Channet Froguencies
H EADEHS jumpers. 025" sq. posts. Choice §2114 4 k1 Stabc 4500 995 EFROM 2995 | Transmit Chanae! Frequoncies
of straight or right angle. na 4 x 1 Stabc 4500 Low Powst 10.95 EPROM 5995
143 4K x 1 Swabc 300ns 108 1ri-Stwle Sgoa 149 Hece: Semsstinity
Part No. No. ol Posts  Angle Price z:m 3 predolt Static 300ns Low Power 11 95 uw.l;' T n-m':'m lm'
923863-R 26 straight $1.28 ea. | Tim 1554 Smtc 178 ITL Open Cobiecio 59 :
LAl 56 x4 Stsc 595 261 TTL Open Collector 195 ) Receive Froquency Toleraate
923873-R 26 right angle 1.52ea Q00 04 i S
923865-R 40 straight 1.64 ea. ad S 58 Loandes e n-m..ma msmnm.u"m s ge | OHural Data teteriace
§23875-R 40 rightangle 230 ea. Janm 1024 3 1 St 195 uMH 500812 B Dy 5
923866-R 50 straight 2.36 ea. | 7Taa00 2560 1 ;‘:ﬁ": 895 wMs0TM Duw 500512 Bt Dunamic s :::u“u';“"'""‘"‘
§23876-R 50 right angle 2.82 ea. - 25047 1024 Dyrric 18
58 195 "
Fi 1] o] . - Pogueis .4 VOR Mo Ostillator - Freguency Coomer
DIP JUMPEHS HK-IHGlLlIl} i DYNAMIC 16 PIN ki) 5';;: ..g - - —
Mates with standard 1C sockets Sigchenttalanl ol | 11, oo 4 d
2525 79
24" length « Fully Assembled & Tested sty 2 Duat 295 B S 29 ™ the 3 an
13(2140)  Charsctar Gemerator | case| 5085 - 0
By 5 bl 2528 Deuat 259 Static 400
::2“3"7' x“’ s okl oo/ r” % pete ] Dual 2411 it Stahe 1§00 39.95 each
acha¢ Gipecator 085 oy Ouatt 8D 54 Statie 208 | = - 3
302 JvMS230N 2048 Bt Tiean Only Memory 195 P 102¢ State Ja Leaves Iwo hands frea for
§ :I‘:'i USER MANUALS T4 Fogt 555 working
330 fisoom  COP1802 Manual pim A lgeds 196 A * Clamps on edge of banch, table
5.20 | 80 280 Moy 150 UART'S G L bench
end 5.53 [ 2850m 2550 Manual 500 AY-51001 30w BAUD 5358 = - Plasition board on’ angle: of flat
Also Available in 12* and 36" lengths) | position lor <oldering ot clipping
- il Y
CRYSTALS = SPECI“L REQUESTED lTEMs pwe ¥ e A * Sturdy, aly ninum constrechion
E!j KEYBOARD CHIFS Icums sz¢ % mm g 51750 i [ for hobbyist, manufacturer or
- AY-5-5100 $1468 7208 1995 MCM&S?I $1350 N school rooms
Lremeencr e | EGE OEE G R % L S DIGITAL STOPWATCH
AY-5-9500 405 IoM7208 19 MCMESTS 1350 475 1198
1.000MHz HC33 595 = L L o Baroht & oo £FD Ol =z -
1.8432MHz HC33 5.85 1 Temes 10 59 mamrs 53 w conds
2.000MHz HC33 595 - = Crysta Controied Time Rase
o Thi 1! hhes i Oh
2.010MHz HC33 15 | PARATRONICS Nk ok ot o S N s
2. 500MHz HC33 4.5 Logic Analyzer Kit wSiwaY 5715 & 80 [4% ounces
3 2768MHz HC33 4.95 v Ud I “m:z s " Uses 3 Penien Cafs
3,579545MHz HC33 495 ode RN Kit — $39.95
4 000MHz HC18 4.95 * SpAssass SaAEmm 1
mbled — ’
4 916MHz HC18 495 $22900/k|t Assembled — $49.95 P i
5.000MHz HC18 4.5 Heavy Duty Carry Case $5.95 L .
5.185MHz HC18 485 QMo Analyzes any type of digital system ey J
g ';;::" HC18 :g’g o Cheks data rates in excess of B - M Stop Walch Chip Only (7205)  $19.95
4 2 HC18 million words per second
6.5536MHz HC18 495 o Trouble shoot TIL. CMOS. DTL RTL o Some applications arg 3%D|GIT DPM KlT
$H 000t HC18 b Schottky and MOS families * r'”ﬂ““"5“9":‘”9[“‘:'”:;”:;353'
14.31818MHz HC1S : 95 1, Displays 16 ogic states up 10 8 digits wide :'T (E55. & ”'":1"7' I‘:?OMS "“‘ ————
16.000MHz He1é 95 1, See ones and reros displayed on your — Examine contents of .
18.432MHz HC18 495 CRT. octal or hexadecimal format — Tracing operation of control fogic
20.000MHz HC18 495 nder actual operating condition — Checking counter and shift m
32 000MHz HC1B 495 o Tests crcults undar actual ope-ating condiions register

Easy lo assemble — comes with step-by-step

manual which includes 80 pages on logic analyzer operation

(Mode! 100A Manual - 54 95)

PARATRONICS TRIGGER EXPANDER - Model 10

Adds 16 additional bits. Provides digital detay and qualfication of input clock
and 24-bit trigger word. — Connects direct to Mode! 1004 for integrated unit)

— Monnoring 110 sequences
— Venfyng proper system operations
durnng tasting

Baseplate — 30.95
i

Single-Turn 1/2 Watt
Square - Top Adjust - 3/8" Size
Part No. 1-9 10-24 25-49 50-99
63P(value) 99 83 B0 70
Remstance Values - 50. 100, 500 1R 2% 54 106, 200 500 100K, 200K, S00K. 1 mag

Rectangular Side Adjust 3/4" x 1/4" Size

8 15-Turn 3/4 Watt

3%-Diglt Portable DMM

AC ¥ohage O 1000V
Freq Responee 50-900 W

x

" 100 MHz 8-Digit Counter

® 20 He-100 MHz Raoge o Four powes soutes, | e
o 6 LED Desplay batierees. *10 or 220V with
» Crystal-controlied Senebise charger 17V wth aulo

» Fully Msomatic lightes siapter and eviernal
» Poitable — completeiy 7200V powsr sepoly
selt cont i-m &
» Sge — 273y MAX-100 5134-95
w58y

Mode! 10 Kit - 5229.00] e New Bipolar Unit

« Auto Polanty

» Auto Zeroing » Low Power
e .5 LED « Single IC Unit
Model KB500 DPM Kit $49.00

Model KB503 5V Power Kit $17.50

JET0D cock

ORI $1 5 95

Model P180 lmndnuww
wire wrap wire

3

Suppiies insulamd wire from wool 10 weap-posts withoul prastrip

This is a 63-key, terminal keyboard newly

d by a large
turer. It is unencoded with SPST keys, unat-

tached to any kind of PC board. A very solid
molded plastic 13 x 4" base suits most applica-
29.95/each

tion, IN STOCK

ping and precutting using “dairy chain' method
$24.50

Replacement wire-wrap
wire for P180 #28 AWG
{pkg of 31 $2.75 each
WZB-2-Agreen  WZB2-B red
W2B-2.C claasr  W28-2-D bius

REPLACEMENT WRAP BIT
for P180 Slit N Wrap
No. P180A $12.95 each

$5.00 Minimum Order — U.S. Funds Only
California Residents — Add 6% Sales Tax

INSTRUMENT/
CLOCK CASE
Injection malded unit
Complete with red bezei
A x4 x 1-91E

e
® Jamees

ameco

ELECTRONICS

Part No. 1-9 10-24 25-49 50-99 R W*' —
43P(value) 1.35 1,25 1.20 1.15
-
Resistance Values - 50. 100500, 14, 2K S (0 20K 50K 100K 200K S00%. 1 meg uﬂsﬁ;g sgﬂn AC “.pm Il: 28 $0.00 Wn‘“gﬁn MAX 100: JEBua PHOBE =0 ““\
1/16 VECTOR BOARD Rechargeable use pewer o car haflery Made| 100 — CLA 5388 ==
07 Hole Spacing P Pasern Price s Batteries BP-26  20.00 Inator — -
Part Mo L w 14 10up Carrying Case LC-28 7.50 | usetiovac Madel 100 — CAI 53,55 oo
FHENOLIC B4P4L DEZXNXP 450 65 )72 1 .»ll Podgwing st ',
erory gﬁ'ﬁm }E E% EE i% 63-Key Unenwded KEYBOAHDS Hexadecimal Encoder e 4 :a.., $9.95 Per Kit
i%ﬁﬁi §£ :;2 :g; ;32 " printed tllcwﬂ
[m;;'{agg 163P44 0BZWEC! 430 1700 6RO 612 T°L 5V 1A Supply
oL L1608 L Lol |
t’LLI \L. Ay +

19-key pad includes 1-10 keys,
ABCDEF and 2 optional keys and a

shift key $10.95/each

Spec Sheets — 26¢
1978 A Catalog Available—Send 35¢ stamp

PHONE
DRDERS
WELCOME
(415) 592-8097

MAIL ORDER ELECTRONICS — WORLDWIDI
1021 HOWARD AVENUE, SAN CARLOS, CA 9407!
Advertised Prices Good Thru July

3.49'%

"JE225  $9.95 Per Kit
PROTO BOARDS

PROTO BOARD 6

$15.95 PBI00 -45 x6 $ 1995

(6 long X 4" wide) PBI0Y - 58" x 4.5 2985
- PB102 -7 x 4.5 39.95
PB103 -8 x 6 5385

PBI04 -95 «8 79.95

PB203 - 9.75 x 62 x 2%  B0.00

PB203A - 9.75 x 6% x 2% 129.95

imciudes power Supely
PROTO CLIPS
14 PIN $4.50
v 16 PIN 475
’ 24 PIN 8.50
40 PIN l3y
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7400 TTL T

—— o KIT — WK-2-W
WL e, %% ] WIRE-WRAP

UNWRAP \
, =| WRAP o STRIP o UNWRA
I BN B —-.:-nnm:,‘:"""'- » Tool for 30 AWG Wire 30 AWG Wi
o i N secoten 1 50 F1. White or Blue
S g i e o e se | © ol Ve 127,37 & 4" leagths — |
T Samnpesar. (1D sagian, .I.snm:uml. . ! @
SNTAIBON. % g - pre-stripped wire. 95
“"E : SNTIEIN Ig oy Pt B, ey, Do . Lorwe, AT, $12
SHTE SNTA182N g
o TN B NN 8 = WIRE WRAP TOOL WSU-30
am gy’ 48 SNT41BEN g 1 - STRIP « UNWRAP -S6.95
0 SNTATEN GNTA1B5N — B0 WRAP «
w3 e a2 18 W W = RAP WIRE — 30 AWG
7 - —_—
STV ; “5,,?. L] 15 WIRE W 1.95 1001 $295 10001, $15.00
- SR e po 25f.min.$1.25 50N $1. Green - Blus - Black
SNTADON SMTARSN n 1.5 White - Yellow - Red - Green
SHTEION i Shresen B " SPECIFY COLOR — 3
SMTATIN SNTARON L] n 33 m.
SNTUIZN » TaN 45 ™ WIRE DISPENSER — i
a5 o i # - « 501t roll 30 AWG KYNAR wire wrap wire $3.95 ea
741 18
SNT4IEN 5 e TS ! » Cuts wire to desired MM — Bive-Yellow-Whits-Red
NN bad 2] 195 Strips 1" of i S ————
; = S 6 n z SPOOLS FOR WD 30
SNTH2IN N S w8 195 REPLACEMENT u"mor red $1.98/spool
ENTAZN TEATN 3 188 m
sazN il 995 Specify blue xmun ﬂlﬁ
swos A soomn % 3 XA2206KA $1
SNTAZEN - SNTAI0BN “ 12 xA R
Siew  w S 3 ' .mmmuumnh-"-“m':fmsmmemm oo ooy P e Bt and s
i 2 Ll < ?unm Iecheicion of hobbyiS with DEsic thones Dehind W‘ sheets and consiTuclon an and insiructions) et $1.50
SHTATN 741 2N o 8y [ Familiarizes
SNTATIN ol ;'m‘m o W e Wit XR-L555 3}32 Pracision timing ercuit "";
e L e . & q'_ i Micro-Power vervion o g puss n -
SNT4 SNT41 32N B i r 555 Timer i hours and
SN SNIVN T = L TR DS K11 Inlarchangeadle, Disipates. | nutes, bt
et o 2 oo : 15 | wxe gm ::: DISBHETE 00 .ll::g; Ifllmm and operates m ::.. detdy circuits. Basic
SNTAN SNIMIN 2 550 N wiod g ¥ Fed 581 Perfect for t-in 8-bit
Soum % Sidlam 19 ] A . usi wse e i Dty parstion and CMOS o oo
14 TN gt - e —_— )
SNT4ASN B Saex 22 Red G i i O P cuits. — LR
“ wr L s NCE26 Yetow E ]
SKPUIN 105 18 0 e e 5/ fnen A 51 ) 1558 XR2567 108
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mew n w3 e T R
41 1538 5 b - ARG 5
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SN AN . ottt e ‘Anode-ed i5 AN 10 Comnon . i . ae AR224G o AT 118
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a Catrode - MAN 6740 Commen Cathode =1 580 .39 -
CO4000 n a1 < Catnode e AR1LRS
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D007 ;.5 CO4030 Coemmon Anods-red 15 oL, Common Cathode- NT4E 33 400m . NEO06 00 TV 1 AMP f
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New BITS Catalog Offered

Spning 1978 —_—

7 Main 31, Pemeborougt, MR OJ458 USA  PERIORAL COMPUTLE MARLICATION.

The new BITS personal computer
publications catalog is now available
from BITS, 70 Main St, Peterborough
NH 03458, The 13 page illustrated
catalog is a comprehensive listing of
over 100 personal computing books, all
evaluated by the editors of BYTE. The
books cover such topics as: funda-
mentals for the novice and knowledge-
able; reference and resource publi-
cations; the art of computer program-
ming; programming languages; the
computer artist and musician; building
your own computer; fun, games and
foolishness; and many other areas of
interest to the personal computer user.
Write for your free catalog,®

Circle 598 on inguiry card

Computer Interconnections From
Hewlett-Packard

A new application note, Computer
Interconnections, describes methods by
which Hewlett-Packard HP 1000 com-
puter systems and HP 9825 desktop
computers can be interconnected to
serve together in a wide range of instru-
ment control measurement and analysis
applications. It is available free of
charge from Hewlett-Packard. The appli-
cation note, AN 201-6, describes linking
the two computers via different com-
munications techniques: HP-IB (Hewlett-
Packard's implementation of IEEE stan-
dard 488-1976), RS 232C and an HP
3070A terminal. Example programs and
flowcharts depicting program-to-program
communications for the different net-
works are included, Contact Inquiries
Manager, Hewlett-Packard, 1507 Page
Mill Rd, Palo Alto CA 94304.®

Circle 599 on inguiry card.

July 1978 © BYTE Publications Inc

Electrical Engineering Fundamentals

A Programmed Review for Electrical
Engineering is a review of electrical
engineering fundamentals. Its primary
emphasis is on solving the type of prob-
lems found on the Professional
Engineering Examination. Each problem
has been selected to illustrate a specific
concept. Background material, in the
form of tables, formulas, charts and
graphs, provides all the necessary infor-
mation to solve the problems. At least
one solution is given for each problem.
The book covers all the basic principles
of electrical engineering. Special con-
sideration is given to two significant
areas: the field of digital logic and the
study of engineering economics. An
introductory section includes addresses
of state licensing boards and guidelines
for exam preparation. An extensive
bibliography rounds out the volume.
The book is written by James H Bentley
and Karen M Hess PhD and is published
by Van Nostrand Reinhold, 450 W 33rd
St, New York NY 10001. The price is
$14.50.-

Circle 600 on inquiry card

Hand Portable 10 Channel Printing
Data Logger Catalog

A recently published 12 page bro-
chure describing a high resolution
printing data logger, Model PDL-10, is
available from Datel Systems Inc, 1020
Turnpike St, Canton MA 02021. The
PDL-10 offers a simple, low cost ap-
proach to measuring, scanning, and
logging analog voltages. Ten input
channels are provided, along with a
4% digit panel meter, a 7 column ther-
mal printer for instant hard copy print-
out, scan electronics, and a 99 minutes
or seconds scan interval clock. Input
connections are made through con-
venient rear panel terminals. This color
brochure details electrical and physical
parameters, operating instructions, block
diagrams, application notes, and ordering
information.®

Circle 601 on inquiry card

Literature Available for Individuals
Interested in Voltage Control Equipment

e

.
gacpammn b

sUPE oR ELEC TRIC
ERIOF S
=

- powERSTAT

This 60 page powerstat variable trans-
former catalog P178 consolidates
descriptive and technical data on the
complete product line. It gives ratings,
dimensions, performance curves and
schematic connection diagrams in an
easy to read format, and includes metric
equivalents for universal use and easy
reference. For a free copy write to the
Superior Electric Company, 383 Middle
St, Bristol CT 06010.m

Circle 602 on inquiry card

New Software Buyer's Guide

A new publication, Packaged Soft-
ware Buyer's Guide, is said to include
44 pages of important software infor-
mation and can be helpful to any
businessman who is contemplating pur-
chasing such a system.

The guide is reported to give the
prospective software buyer an in depth
analysis of the following subjects: how
to buy a software package for small
business computers; how to buy a
general ledger software package; the
accounts  receivable  package; the
accounts payable package; the payroll
software package; and the inventory
control package. Price is $15 from MIC,
140 Barclay Center, Cherry Hill N)
08034 m

Circle 603 on inquiry card.

Computer Accessories Catalog

This catalog contains a wide variety
of word and data processing supplies and
equipment including: magetic tapes,
cassettes, cards, cartridges, floppy disks,
disk packs, paper tapes, rolls, continuous
forms, thermal quiet paper, storage
cabinets, containers, racks, reels, vertical
format tapes, punches, splicers, auto-
matic winders and more. Available from
Computer, Accessories Corp, 211 New
York Av, Huntington NY 117438

Circle 604 on inguiry card



$-100 DEC® LSI-11 16K MEMORY BOARD $-100 EXPANDABLE MOTHER BOARD
32“ STAT“: MEMORY BOARD ®()-BUS—FULLY © BUFFERED AND #8-SLOT EXPANDABLE BACKPLANE—in
STATIC NOISE SUPPRESSED line male and female connectors enable
Wit ® MODULAR ©PROM COMPATIBLE Edﬂam tgebe :‘:"WI toee;fher. 0; the
ures: male may be used in place of an extender
1. FULLY STATIC - usable with all DMA devices. e Al e board.
2, BUFFERED - with noise suppressed control inputs. QUIET—gmund plane decouples all signal
3. MODULAR - populated in 1k increments. : £
4 RELIABLE - single source +5V regulator TESTED & AR RELIABLELSAE 8100 phenolic body, gold
5. PROM COMPATIBLE - monitors available on request wrved v $1199 $1109 contact connectors.
AVAILABLE EITHER IN COMPLETE KITS LARGEST & FASTEST STATIC MEMORY AVAILABLE EFT"‘H-UE $65[|0 "SSE"HLmsagm
OR ALREADY ASSEMBLED UNITS WHICH
HAVE BEEN FULLY TESTED AND BURNED IN. A
L U DESIGN” WIRE WRAP BOARDS S-100 EXTENDER BOARD
b, i Pt Sl 5 0 Mo s
LAN ’ -
KIT ASSEMBLED AMUST l;.‘;:rmffm i ha S $1?95
00 g &
lg: :i:g: :iggw No. 1 “BEST ON THE MARKET" | No. 2
CPU CARD WITH 5100 BUS. 3 UNIVERSAL BOARD FITS 86 PIN
24K $580% $61200 :f:;mmntwuwns rfrén:;?u SOCKET WITH 0107 CONTACT BUILD YOUR OWN
N L]
K Sesse S S e e LOGIC PROBE
S QUOTED ARE FOR 300ns MEMORIES SIZE 57 al0” BOARD 1600 + HOLES 24 TO=92, SMALL SIGNAL DARLINGTONS 95
KITS uln mnm UNITS INCLUDE DOCUMENTATION $2395 SIZE A8 x] 51 §$795 AND 24 LEDS—ALL FUNCTIONAL  only 4
& <
MAXI SWITCH KEYBOARDS R NEW
UNENCODED-MOUNTED ON G-10 GLASS EPOXY BOARDS-A BLACK O'isc" KEYBOARD POWER SUPPLY PARTS
METAL FRAME KEEPS KEY SWITCHES SECURELY IN PLACE. DIODES
HAS ON BOARD UV PROM, A MAIN i S s
No. 1 No. 2 KEY D SECTION OF 58 KEYS, A 4007 1000V at 1A 12
53 Ney main heyboard 53 key keyboard mag:; os fs S A A6 IR N250 60V a1 208 95¢
-10 auxiliary & cursor control keys | -1 auxiliary power/control IN3909 S0V at 30A $1.25
-11 key numeric pad DPDT rocker arm switch PERIPHERAL KEYS. 89 KEYS TOTAL & BRIDGES
-Bank of 5 auxiliary power and $2995 ASC11 ENCODED for only $999% FAST RECOVERY AVALANCHE BRIDGE
control, rocker arm switches- ING43E/T 200V at 104 $4.25
one of them lights. up. BEIGE METAL FRAME MOUNT FOR FULL WAYE “MIN! BRIDGE" WITH TAB TERMINALS
$399 NO. 2 KEYBOARD $995 EDGE VIEW METER PR 10F 100V at 124 3375
CHARGE DISCHARGE SCALE READS 200,40 5% ZENERS
WIRE WRAP SOCKET CONNECTOR SOCKET CONNECTOR FOR MOVEMENT +60,120mA 49 IN4733A SV dw 39¢
FOR NO. 1 KEYBOARD §2% NO. 2 KEYBOARD $295 0.135 NHMS 32 :::;iz: ‘]‘51: i: g::
VOLTAGE REGULATORS
r TTL COMPATIBLE 4K STATIC RAMS MINIATURE K ARG AV o 410 e ‘sor
BUILD YOUR OWN REED RELAY 16 BUTTON PADS 78L05 5V at 100mA 10 :z ;.’:::
400 OHMS 2114 650ns 600mw $6.25 J40T-6 6V at | AMP 10-220 [98c
PA:;}:?D?:?PE $149 7/8975 | s anss s 450ms 300mw 310,95 |  4x4 MATRIX ENCODED $195 PASS TRANSISTORS
HM 472114 300ns 200mw $1195 itases e P e o
1710 CENTER STACKABLE 2N3055 10A T03 95¢
for that I touen CARBIDE DRILL BITS ZN5301 304 103 3195
TRANSISTORS LG, SOCKETS 7 s o s s
10 /3960 LOW PROFNE-SOLUERTAL S SONIMONT OF AleEe- NI Nil o= bl CROWBAR SCR  C2200 400V at 10A  $1.75
SMIUS7Y  10MIX/$12% 100 MIX/$99%
4
GOLD
coco WIRE WRAP INLAID TIN OPTO DEVICES T INFRA RED SOLAR CELLS
SOCKET STRIPS 8 PIN 10/3159 10/31.35 PHOTO i DETECTOR R e
MAKE UNIVERSAL 7 pi STRIP 14 PIN 10/51.89 10/$1.49 TRANSISTORS  ULTRA s | oy | g 159 6 10/899
il 16 PIN 10/51.99 10/$1.59 | swum o gerio0  HIGH o UGISENATED | PUTE $495 B3
WRAP BOARDS 107 VIEN, 22 PIN 5/$1.69 5/$1.49 4/98¢c P tigerable by
12 PIN, . i 24 PIN 5/51.89 5/31.39 PHOTO DETECTOR iyl " O RED s - il
LEvEL- 300 28 PIN 5/$1.99 5/$1.69 DARLINGTONS 0.5ns dred yasds HIGH EFFICIENCY LED LAMP
14 PiNse 40 PIN 4/51.99 4/31.69 tanrt e i (s LED DXERAR ML SASLE \WoPed
3 tevi 56¢ 4/98¢c i 6/§100 3/98c 10/$2%5
coo EDGE CARD CONNECTORS WRE SN | wamooeo: | OF NS 1 DMDES " i\ TRASESEORS | o 508 NI URE LEDS
No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 e WIRE WRAP ;:'QGL 2 10c | N9l 15¢ | 2n2222  12¢ | COMVERTER CRYSTAL YELLOW,
SAC185/2-2 SAC225/22 | 2VH31/1CB6 anase | SOCKET PIN | 74 12e | 270 12 SRRERES FILTER GREEN, OR
SINGLE Row. (8 | SNGLE ROW. 22 |31 SOLDER. LUg Tosich 86 e 5 ORI (L SR L 24 :'?’E:' ’r‘:i s
ool e S| LS il JLEVEL 100/39% | MC1458  39c | N3goo  15c | ZM3906 12 L gs | (e cotom
TACT SPACING. | TACT SPACING® | SPACING opssso | 1000/$79% | quo IN4148  10c | 2N3053  agc $99 $2 3/88
99¢ 99¢ 99¢ 1000/572 90 LST PRICE 29¢ | |M3900  49¢ C
|
TAGE DI
oo " VMEDO .| _NO BACK ORDERS  FREE DELIVERY BY UPS o s omur ous .
£G250 2500V at 350mA 98¢ YOUR PARTS OR IMMEDIATE REFUND SURFACE MAIL. IF SPECIFIED — CALIF. RES. ADD 6% SALES TAX F. Reichert Sales
m“ﬁ‘;‘m i“ “|:s".|: :;:g MONEY BACK G“AMHTEE (MOS AND LED DEVICES BXCLUDED) $20 MINIMUM 1110 E. GARVEY AVE.
SEDRAATIY AARY 10 ; FOR UNDER 8 HOUR PROCESSING SEND MONEY ORDER, CERTIFIED OR CASHIERS CHECK. W. COVINA, CA. 91790
SORRY! WE CANNOT ACCEPT PURCHASE ORDERS. COD'S, PHONE ORDERS OR CREDIT CARDS
3-1/2 DIGIT LC.D.'s
LIQUIPC. GHPSIAL QL LAY FOREIGN ORDERS DROP INTO ONE OF OUR LOCATIONS
§ oz CANADA. PUERTO RICO. US LOS ANGELES PORTLAND DENVER
g.r:)__ CHARACTER THIS MINIATURE | C D 5?3225%0;1?0‘? gn“ 50 ALL (213) 9674611 1503) 6464044 1303) 5735214
WITH CONNECTOR T R IMMEDIATE SHIPPING ON CHASE LMN ELECTRONICS WIZARD OF PARTS ELECTRONIC LOLLIPOP
95 MANMHATTAN, FIRST CITIZENS 1042 E GARVEY AV, W COVINA CA B22% SW CIRRUS DR . BEAVERTON ORE 5643 N BROADWAY. DENVER, CO
$B $395 Eass':;[ Ri‘uﬁ?[csgniﬂnscmmlm (VINCENT & SAN BERDO FwY ) (KDLL BUS CMTRWASHINGTON SQUARE) (025 & SBih AVE )
‘_ 1 L Tk fn SAT 108 -CLOSED SIM & MON

ALL ITEMS SUBIECT TO PRIOR SALE
Circle 207 on inquiry card.

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Circle 247 on inquiry card.

7
@ CbbEBFCDTTW BOARDS _‘!1_/1774" 4 WAMECO INC. MIKOS PARTS ASSORTMENTS
L_J MEM-1 BKX8 fully buffered, S-100, uses 2102 type All plece parts for assembly of Wameco and SSM
rams. PC $24.95 PCBD's. All Factory Marketed Parts. Order PCBDs
MB-1 MK-8 Computer BAM (not S-100), 4KX8. uses Mother Board 12 slot. terminated, S-100. board right.
1 | ! : only $30.95
2102 type RAMs, PCBD only 32200 | “oply {"S0B6A" Proceseor board 61100 with & lovel | Mikos #1 Piris for MEM-1 PGED with prime
MB-3 1702A EROM Board, 4KX8, S-100 switchable vector interrupt PCBD $24.95 2102AL-4 450 nsec rams. Less PCBD ... $105.00
address and wait cycles, kit less PROMS $58.00 RTC-1 Realtime clock board. Two independent in- Mikos #2 Parts for CPU-1 PCBD with pnme BOBOA
MB-4 Basic 4KX8 ram, uses 2102 type rams S-100 terrupts. Software programmable. PCBD -$23.95 8212's and B214. Less PCBD . . $62.00
buss. PC board s24.95 | EPM-1 1702A 4K Eprom card PCBD $24.95 | Mikos #3 Parts for MEM-1 PCBD with prime
MB-6A Basic BKX8 ram uzes 2102 type rams, S-100 EPM-2 2708/2716 16K/32K 2102AL-2 250 nsec rams. Less PCBD $128.00
buss, PCBD $2495 | EPROM CARD PCBD ... .. +$24.95 | Mikos #4 Parts for QM-1A with super low loss gold
MB-7 16KX8, Static RAM uses ,P410 Protection, SHORT MOTHER BOARD Shorl Version of QM-1A plated connectors. Less PCBD. . $52.00
fully buffered. KIT $375.00 8 Slots PCBD : 8 . $25.95 Mikos #5 Parts for RTC-1. Less PCBD .. . $40.00
MB-8A 2708 EROM Board, S-100, BKX8 or 16KX8 | 2102AL-2 Prime 250 NSEC $1.70 Mikcs #8 Paris for VB-1B: less: molex: connect
kil without PROMS 87500 | 2102AL-4 Prime 450 NSEC $1.30 | and PCBD. "fg ok
MB-9 4KX8 RAM/PROM Board uses 2112 RAMS or | 2708 Prime (National) $10.00
825129 PROM kit without RAMs or PROMs . $72.00 :;UEQ -6 AMD Prime $3.50
10-2 5-100 8 bit parallel 1/O port, 24 of boards is for | yeoag el MOt "”;”fﬁ”s’ e $2.00 | sas0e $1.00 8726 $2.00
kludging. Kit $46.00 PCBD $2495 | 520 120 {489N 28|, &= 100 8128 2.00
10-4 Two serial 1/O porls with full handshaking 2504 150 MC4044 2.25 32522 :gg g;g‘; g%
20/60 ma current loop: Two parallel I/0 ports. 2507V 1.50 8038 3.80 75324 1'50 BT38 2'50
Kit $130 PCBD $24.95 2510A 1.50 5320 5.95 75325 1.50 8T74 1.50
VB-1B 64 x 16 video board, upper lower case Greek. 2517V 1.50 5554 1.90 BTO01 250 8780 2.50
composite and parallel video with software, S-100. | 25188 1.50 5555 250 | BT09 1.25 B8T90 250
o B $125.00 PCBD $24.95 251?3 1,50 5556 2.50 8T10 250 8T95 2.30
Altair Compalible Mother Board, 11 11% x %", Soas e P 135 | 813 2.50 8796 245
Board only  $40.00. With 15 connectors $90.00 | 3252 150 MH0025 150 | eTid 2.50 87197 1.50
Extended Board full size. Board only S 900 2597 150 MHO0026 1.75 8720 2.50 8798 2.00
With connector $13.00 : y 8723 3.00 8T110 2.00
2532v 1.50 MH0028 1.90 8T24 250 567 150
SP-1 Synthesizer Board S-100 2529 275 5262 .50 ] :
New Low Price Kit $13595 | 2533V 1.95 2101 3.50
gggfgs Si-gg PRIME DEVICES Check or money order only. If you are not a reg-
895126 195 BOBOA ular customer and your order is large please
: $11.50
825129 195 8212 375 send either a cashier's check or a postal mon-
825130 300 8214 .50 ey order, otherwise there will be a delay of two
825131 300 8216 395 weeks for the check to clear. All items post paid
MM16330 1.50 8224 4.00 in the U.S. Calif. residents add 6% tax. Money
:Hgg ;g ggg g_gg 419 Portofino Drive back :!Ocday ﬁuarantee We cannot accept re -
, : turned IC's that have been soldered to. Prices
Nz 15 e 398 s"“pg:gfféngfgr'?é"?‘sz‘:om subject to change without notice. $10 minimum
g 4 52 - ; : order. $1.00 service charge on orders less
and Computer parts list than $10.

MODEMS AND

TAPE DRIVES

AMPEX MODEL TMX TAPE DRIVES with built-in NRZ1 formatter,
BPI, 9 track, 12 IPS, 8" reel includes B bit CPU controlier diagram and 8080
interface instructions. Ideal for microcomputerist who wants back-up mass
storage and access to IBM-type systems via standardized '4"' maq tape. . . $750
AMCOMP SERIES 2700 TAPE DRIVES: current model, vacuum column
control; like new:
(2} MODEL 2749 - 45 ips, BOO BPI, 7-Track, 10" reel......... $1500
(3} MODEL 2769 - 125 ips, B0OO/1600 BPI, 9-Track, 10" reel. .
[*"TAPE DRIVE FORMATTERS, “Pertec Standard Interface’:
(3) AMCOMP SERIES 2900 NRZ1/Phase Encoded, 25-125 ips..51500
(1) PICO MODEL 1011, NRZI, 800 BPlI FORMATTER /

CONTROLLER for PDP=11.....c.cvuvues o n . » 252000
sMODEMS, Full-Duplex, Auto Answer circuitry, by VADIC CORP.

BELL 103 Type (300 Baud) Circuit Card L T ST AT 3 -]

BELL 103 Circuit Card, Power Supply, Case, Connectors ... ....... $125

BELL 202 Type (1200 Baud) with Reverse Channel Transmission from $125
®wPDB-25 MALE CONNECTOR + 2 wire cable to Phone Jack. . ....... Ve e
SPAPER TAPE READER (ADDMASTER 601-1): 150 cps, LED sensors read
58 level tapes, bidirectional stepper motor, includes TTL serial intertace
plus BOBO parallel interface instructions. Requires +5V & 24V.,.....$90
SDATATEST PROGRAMMABLE AUTOMATIC CIRCUIT CARD ANALYZER
MODEL 4 A« aTe o aics (n e L T S R OB A T T $2000
MODEL ST . o s 2% sidivie s s = e ewaesnss s 36000
#DIABLO SYSTEMS Spare Circuit Cards for HyType Prlnter Series 20 + 40
Disk Drives; complete but defective or below current revision level ., , ., , .$20
= ASCIl ENCODED KEYBOARD from HyType Terminal, never used. « . . .$60
* TELEPHONE ACOUSTIC COUPLER . ........ TR N W S . 1)

PHONE COUPLERS
SELECTRIC TERMINALS

NGO RISK | 7 DAY
APPROVAL ON ALL

MAIL-ORDERS. FULL
REFUND ON RETURNS.

® SELECTRIC /O TERMINALS (by GTE/INFORMATION SYSTEMS), In-
cludes 8080 interface plus software ASCII translation and 1/O driver routines
15" carriage, interchangeable type spheres & carbon/fabric ribbons. Built-in
modem optional.
MODEL 5541 (1BM Corresnondence Code, 274 1-type terminalk . ... .$8985
MODEL 5550 [Corres. Code w/350 char. line buffer memory + built-in
cassette drive for data storage/cff-line printing/word processing. . ~.$1495
MODEL 5560 (ASCI| Code, with cassette tape drivel. . ves $1495
® IBM SELECTRIC TYPEWRITER with magnets, switches & magnet driver PCB
{from GTE/IS Terminal) plus instructions for BOBO printer/driver interface.
Typewriter mechanism complete, cleaned & adjusted , , .
Aluminum Case & Power Supply (+24V, 212V, 45V @5V) . .......... 575
® CONVERT IBM OFFICE SELECTRIC to I/O Typewriter: solenoids, switches,
wire harness, magnet driver PCB plus instructions + 8080 Interface Diag. $150
® IBM PIN-FEED PLATENS for 15" SELECTRICS (13 1/8 pin-to-pin) new $50
= IBM SELECTRIC APL TYPE SPHERES (Specify EBCDic ér Correspondence
Code). NeW. «vovvesasians v $15
® FORMS TRACTORS, Moore Variable-width ”Form A-Liner”......new $50
for 15" Carriage IBM SELECTRICS........ ed $30
® DIGITAL CASSETTE DRIVE (from GTE/IS Terminal) 2400 baud FWD."
REWIND/STOP circuitry, plus tape head, but no read/write electronics. . 525
® INTERDATA B-BIT MINICOMPUTER (Model One), includes full front panel,
4K core memory (16K addressable), plug-in teletype port; optional serial 1/O
+ Tape Drive Controller PCB's.software. . . ... 300
= RIBBON CABLE 50 Strand X 4° long terminated with 3M adge ‘connector
(.10" spacing) + paddle card , . .....

s AC LINE FILTER 10AMP RFI (110/230V) with Line Relay + Fuses new $15

Call or write for details, quantity discounts, order
forms. All orders shipped from stock — no back orders,
no substitutions, All equipment is shipped insured

FOB Palo Alto within 7 days after check clears or COD
order is received, M/C & VISA cards accepted,
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PACIFIC OFTICE
2600 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 502

PALO ALTO, CALIF,
el l4 21 - 3866

90 day warranty against defects in material or work=-
manship on all used equipment, Full documentation
included PLUS interface instructions where indicated,
Availability subject to prior sale, Prices may change
without notice,

SYSTEMS, INC.

04306

Circle 296 on inquiry card.




Close-out Purchase by MrlicroMart :

Save up to 50%
on the famous TDL SMB

System Monitor Board

TWO SERIAL PORTS, PARALLEL PORT, MONITOR ROM, 2K OF RAM,
AND CASSETTE INTERFACE ON ONE BOARD. FEATURE ARTICLE IN APRIL BYTE.

< 5 =% " Labe Ing, e -
ERATRRR RN EHTE LRI R

— AVAILABLE BARE BOARD, PARTIAL KIT, COMPLETE KIT, OR ASSEMBLED AND TESTED —
SMB Bare Board w/const. manual . 05-1002-0 $ 49.95

FEATURES SMB Board, all IC sockets, addressing and buffering
® Does power-on jump to monitor O Yor ROMIPAMS. 0820021  99.50
® Two fully programmable serial ports (110 to 9600 baud  gmB Board, same as above but incl. all components
RS232 or 20-mil loop) for one parallel/one serial interface05-2002-2  119.50
® Programmable 8-bit I/O port SMB Complete Kit, incl. parallel port, two serial
® Provision for 1200-baud audio cassette interface ports, audio cassette interface . . 05-3002-0 147.50
® Provision for 1K or 2K on-board static RAM SMB Assembled and Tested . . . .. 0540020  197.50
® Provision for 2k ROM (TDL Zapple Monitor or, with ~Zapple Monitor ROM for above . ... 0590020 ~ 29.95
minor changes, one 2708 or 2716 EPROM) 1K RAM (two EMM 4148's) for above 05-6002-0  29.95
Add $2.00 for shipping and insurance.
RAMS/EPROMS | CLOSE-OUT ASCII
Prime 2708 EPROMs S '
full spec, 450ns SPEC'AL Keyboards
$9.95 each S-100 16K Static RAM Boards oda i
. for EMM 4200's (bare boards)
EMM4200 4K Static RAMs $24.95 Excellent condition
$10.95 each : Control functions
S-100 1702 EPROM board Upper/lower case
. (holds 8 PROMs) complete kit
T.l. 4K Static RAMs 640,05 s oy
4K x 1 TMS 4044's ;i
las used in Heath boards) S-100 4K Static RAM Board
$8.98 cach Kit less 21029 Teletypes wse
1K x4 TMS 4045's $19.95 — IMMEDIATE DELIVERY —
$9-89 each CONTACT US FOR KSR—33'S ...... from $495-00
4K x 1 TMS 4027-25's (16-pin) ADD-ON MEMORY ASR-33's ... . from $695.00
$3.95 each FOR TRS-80 LOTS OF OTHERS
S-100 Prototype Boards Write for close-out and surplus catalog
General-Purpose for fantastic prices on TV Typewriter ll|
| B M 735 I/O 8.95 boards and kits, cursor boards, screen-
. $18. read boards for above (can also be used
Sel ecCtriCs (used Wire-Wrap Version with SWTP CT-1024); also, 25 x 40
video boards, UART boards, and
from $395_00 $19.95 Baudot-to-ASCll conversion boards.

NI i 1618 J Street, S NY 13
MiniMicroMart, Inc. oo i spm
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SYSTEMS

INFO 2000 Disk System Upgrades
Heathkit H8 to Z-80

A complete disk system for the
Heathkit H8 has been announced by the
INFO 2000 Corporation, 20630 S
Leapwood Av, Carson CA 90746. The
INFO 2000 Disk System is designed to
upgrade the 8080 computer to a Z-80
system by replacing the Heathkit 8080
processor board with the INFO 2000

Z-80 disk adapter board. The complete
disk system for the H8 computer in-
cludes PerSci dual diskette drives, power
supply, case, intelligent controller,
adapter, cables and disk monitor in eras-
able read only memory. The adapter
board contains the Z-80 microprocessor
and all support chips, 7 K of erasable
read only memory, 1 K of scratchpad
programmable memory for the disk
monitor, and all necessary logic for inter-
facing the disk system to the Heathkit
HE&. With the addition of the system and
installation of its adapter board, the H8
computer can operate in either of two
switch selectable modes. One mode en-
ables continued use of the H8 erasable
read only memory monitor with the ex-
isting Benton Harbor software. The sec-
ond mode supports the disk monitor,
and other software adapted to the sys-
tem for use with all their disk systems.
Cost for the complete system is $2750
with a 90 day warranty. A 5% discount
is offered when payment in full accom-
panies order.=
Circle 634 on inquiry card.

Microcomputer System Features
Dual Disk Drives

The GNAT-PAC System 9 which in-
tegrates the GNAT microcomputer sys-
tem with dual standard floppy disk
drives is now available. With disk storage
of up to 1 million bytes, the System 9 is

intended for use in small business appli-
cations, communications, or process con-
trol. The standard computer hardware
includes the 8080A processor, 32 K
bytes of programmable memory, 16 K
bytes of read only memory with 2 K
bytes of programmable read only mem-
ory, 4 R5-232 serial 10 ports, and floppy
disk controller. Dual disk drives provide
500 K bytes of disk storage per drive.
The System 9 is packaged in a 10} inch
high cabinet (26.67 cm) and includes
card rack, fan, 11 slot mother board,
RFI line filter, wiring and power supply.
Software includes a monitor, loader,
disk operating system with assembler,
editor and dynamic debugger. FOR-
TRAN, BASIC and other high level
languages are available. Price is $5500
from GNAT Computers Inc, 7895 Con-
voy Ct, Unit 6, San Diego CA 92111.=

Circle 635 on inquiry card

Single Board Microcomputer Holds 8 K
PROM plus 8 K Volatile Memory

The Little Brain | is a microcomputer
using the 6802 processor mounted on an

July 1978 © BY TE Publications Inc

S$-100 board which includes as much as
8 K words of ultraviolet erasable read
only memory and 8 K words of fully
static programmable memory plus an
RS-232C channel on a single board. The
Little Brain | has on-board voltage regu-
lators, fully buffered address, data and
control buses along with a 128 word
scratchpad memory. Custom program-
ming -services are available. The fully
socketed version with a 2 K monitor and
debug program and 1 K words of pro-
grammable memory sells for $395 and is
backed with a one year warranty. Con-
tact BPI Electronics, 4470 SW 74th Av,
Miami FL 33155.=

Circle 636 on inquiry card.

Microprocessor Card for S-100 Bus

The 6800-CPU microprocessor card
for the S5-100 bus brings all the ad-
vantages of the 6800's architecture to
the S-100 user. The software support for
the 6800 is now available to the $-100
bus user. For the small business user or
personal computer user, this micro-
processor card provides full turnkey
operation and maximum system comr
patibility as well as an RS5-232 20 mA
interface (bps rate selectable with a
DIP switch), paper tape reader control,
Motorola MIKBUG read only memory
operating system, power on reset, on
board dynamic memory refresh, slow
memory interfacing and three state data,
address, and control lines. Prices are
$179 in kit form and $269 assembled,
burned in and tested. Contact
Datatronics, 208 E Olive, Lamar CO
8§1052.=

Circte 637 on inguiry card

Ohio Scientific Catalog

Now available from Ohio Scientific
is a 19 page illustrated catalog detailing
a full line of computers, software and
hardware for personal and business use.
Prices range from $298 for their C2-0
Model 500 which is a complete com-
puter on a board featuring standard 8 K
BASIC in read only memory, 6502
microprocessor, 4 K of programmable
memory and a serial port up to $3590
for the C3-S1 Challenger 111 System
with dual drive floppy, 32 K program-
mable memory, serial port, cabinets and
power supplies. For this free catalog
write Ohio Scientific, 1333 S Chillicothe
Rd, Aurora OH 44202.=

Circle 638 on inguiry card



FREE PROBES FREE PROBES FREE PROBES

Rechargeable batteries and charger in-
cluded

Measures DC Volts, AC Volts, Ohms and
Current

Automatic polarity, decimal and overioad
indication

Rechargeable batterles and charger
Measures DC Volts, AC Voits, Ohms and
Current

Automatic polarity, decimal and overload
indication

Mo zero adjustment and no full-scale ohms
adjust
Battery-op
line oparation.
Large LED display for easy reading without
Interpotation

Size: 10" Hx 2T W 4"D
Purts & labor guaraniesd 1 yul
Tilt stand option .

Leathes case

— NiCad ies; also AC

8380
. ALY

Purchase any of the LM series
Meters and buy the LEATHER CASE

8803

Price:
$29.50

“| + 15 meganertz bandwiath

MS-15 MINISCOPE
With  Aechsrgesdis  Bafteras & Chager Unit

PROBE 1¢
PROBE 1C with the
purchase of SCOPE
and the MENTION of
this MAGAZINE

* External and internal trigger.
* Time base — .1 microsec. to 0.5 Secidiv - 21
* Automatic & line sync Mu

saltings 3% -
* Power consumption < 15 w @

* Baltery of line opavation
= 1 o 0 Vi |h-u-.-9n ™

MS-215 Dual Trace Version of MS-15 §395.00 ‘
3 LEVEL GOLD WIRE WRAP SOCKETS

1.24 25.49 s0'99
35

G
e rf
o -

sS'T@ ch%&uo

hmed far be

All su:!.nls are losed entry
stacable 2 level, Solde ow Profile, Tm
Plugs available. CALL FUR QUOTATION

Wf type

3682 9.5 x4.5"
$10.97

3682-2 6.5''x4.5"
$9.81
Hi-Density  Dual-In-Line
Plugboard for Wire Wrap
with Power & Grd, Bus
Epoxy Glass 1/16°" 44

pin con. spaced . 156

1. lesh power

10-24
RN S1L36

0N

S100-WWG 50100 Cont. 126¢ctrs

3 LEVEL WIRE WRAP 025" sq. posis

on 250 spaced rows. GOLD plated
1-4 5.9 10-24

54.00 $3.76 $3.50

\& S-100 BUS EDGE CONNECTORS

$

S100-WWN 507100 Cont 125 ctrs
3 LEVEL WIRE WRAP 025" sq. posts
on 250 spaced rows. NASGLO tin
nickal plated

1-4 5.8 10-24
$350 $3.25 $3.00

$100-STG 50/100 Cont. 125 ctrs
DIP SOLDER TAIL on 250 spaced
rows for VECTOR and IMAS]
motherboards GOLD plated

5-9

$3.76

RGB1G 50100 Cont. 125 ctrs. DIP
SOLDER TAIL on .140 spaced rows for
ALTAIR motherboards. GOLD plated
$5.00

$100-STN 50100 Com
DIP SOLDER TAIL on 250 spaced
rows for VECTOR and IMASI
motherboards NASGLD wn-nickel
plated

1-4 59 10-24

8350 8325 $3.00

125 cirs

R681-3 507100 Cont. 125 ctrs
PIERCED SOLDER EYELET . 1ails
GOLD
87.35

Other Popular Edge Connectors

R644-G 22/44 Cont. 156 cirs
PIERCED SOLDER EYELES tails
GOLD plated

1-4 5-9 10-24

$3.00 $2.76 $2.50

ATTN: OEM'S and Dealers, many other

R644-3 22/44 Cont. 156 ctrs WIRE
WRAP tails. GOLD
s4.71

call or g

67T 96 x45

$10.90
3677-26.5" 145"

$9.74

Gen. Purpose DI P
Boards with Bus Pattern
for Solder or Wire Wrap
Epoxy Glass 1/16
pin con. spaced .156

1116 JeClot BOARD

.042dia holes on
0.1 spacing for IC's
PRICE
8 10-19
134
318

Phenalic
PART NO
B4PA4XXXP 45x65
169P44XXXP 4 5x17

SIZE 1
$1.49
8351

Epoxy Glass
GaP44
BaPaa
189pP44
169P84

LIQUID CRYSTAL DIGITAL
CLOCK-CALENDAR

= For Auto, Home, Offices

* Small in sire (Zx2WxW)

= Push bulton for asconds relsase for date.

* Clocka mounl anywhers wilh ailher IM double

sided taps o YELCAOD, incluted

* IMODELS AVAILABLE
LED-101, poriable model runs on seil-conisined
Batimrian 107 Balter than & pear
LCD0Z, runs on 12 VoIt system snd s back

$34.95..~
$2.00

P180

o --o

eLLL-00-L LGl

Winpe maiated wire on 035 square poste
FOLIH TIMES FISTER

%

i @
MO PRE STRIPPING *
O PRECUTTING

g s o kb ige T
o ogtubne a4 mage w5 SLITNWRAP

NO. 78 GAGE INSULATED

WIRE, 100° SPOOLS

¥ bata

2 pacaags

ng with precision m.
4

FACTORY PRIME

25

nced

3662 6.5 x4.5"
36622 9.6' x4.5
$11.4
P pattern piugboaras for

44 IC's Epoxy Glass 1/
44 pincon._ spaced .‘15

$10.00 EA.
+ Call For

3690-1
CARD EXTENDER

Card Extender has
contacts-50 per side on 125
centers-Attached connector-is
compatible with S-100 Bus
Systems. ....525.00
3690 65 22/44 plrl 158
ctrs. Extendors 12.00

SOCKETS

14 - G3 100 for
$30.00

16-G3 100 for
$30.00

50 of each for $32.00

Sockets are End & Side stackable
closed antr

MICRO-KLIP
for 042 dia. holes
(il b n {his page
00 %150
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7421 pkg
1000 $1.00
[ Nl ra' angtalling
52

/EEB .8"" LED ALARM CLDC

12 nr LED Alarm Ciock wses 3V,

LED Display with AM au
colons  Direct drive

IN interface with STORA
aod swilches. AC Supply
Drsplay and I C: oniy

$7.95 or 2/$15.00

agit B

Terms

mum orges $10 04
pledse’

Send for our lates! brochure

MA1003

CAR CLOCK

Bright Green Fluorescent Drsplay Crys-

tal Time Base Assembled
switches and 12 VDC

just add

o]
PRIORITY

1OC3] A. Woodey Ae. Sepuveda CA. 91343

ViSA. MC check, Mongy Order. C 0.D.. U.S. Funds Only

nelude your phone no

LA residents add 6% sales tax Mini

less than $75.00 ncluge 10% shipping and hangiing, excess refunded, Just in case
"Sorry, no over the counter sales”

phone orders welcome (213) 893-8202

Good thru Aug 15, 1978

SPECIAL
STFT114CS52 100 for *14°°
-, 16CS2 100 for *16°*
14 pin C52 10 for "2
18 pin C52 B8lor'2*
These low cos! DIP sockets will accep!
both standard width plugs and chips
For use with chips, ihe sockeis offer & 0w
profile height of only 125" above 1he boad
These sockots are end stackable

24 PIN DIP PLUGS
WITH COVERS

OEM and Institutional inguiries invited

‘9(&

100

00'968$3dOOS/N/W3OVHl wnNnasgic-SW SN

FREE PROBES FREE PROBES FREE PROBES

Circle 304 on inquiry card.
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Light Pen Literature Available

A new model LP-316 super high sen-
sitivity light pen for long or different
focal distances has been introduced by
Information  Control Corp, 9610
Bellanca Av, Los Angeles CA 90045.
The pen features a finder beam to locate
the target, and patented touch sense acti-
vation to allow the pen to be held back
away from the screen for better visi-
bility. Luminous sensitivity can be ad-
justed down to 0.5 footlamberts. The
LP-316 carries a full year warranty. For
more information and a complete
catalog of ICC light pens, contact the
company.m

Circle 645 on inquiry card.

Wide Applications for New 30 MHz
Dual Trace Scope

The LBO-520 oscilloscope is a 30
MHz dual trace instrument with a fixed
delay line. According to the manufac-

turer, it has been designed for applica-
tions requiring high accuracy signal
viewing, single shot trigger, built-in delay
and high sensitivity. It is further re-
ported that the unit has 5 mV sensitivity
to facilitate accurate signal viewing from
video cameras and other low |evel
sources. The instrument’s 1 shot trigger,
on both channels, assures instant capture
of transient phenomena without guess-
work or double takes. A 20 ns per cm
sweep capability combined with a rise
time of 11.7 ns lets the observer view the
fastest signals in typical small computer
systems with ease. The 120 ns built-in
delay line permits easy viewing of the
leading edge of a pulse or pulse train for
quick determination of signal character-
istics. Contact Leader Instruments Corp,
151 Dupont St, Plainview NY 11803.»
Circle 646 on inquiry card.

Single Sided Wire Wrap Boards
in Metric Sizes

202

Single sided integrated circuit plug-
gable wire wrap boards are available in

July 1978 © BY TE Publications Inc

metric dimensions from Garry Manufac-
turing Company, 1010 Jersey Av, New
Brunswick NJ 08902. Both single sizes
(series SMP64) and double sizes (series
DMP64) are included in the new line.
The SMP64 accommodates 20 16 posi-
tion integrated circuit chips while the
DMP64 size will accept 55 16 position
integrated circuit chips. The boards are
supplied with either 16 position molded
sockets or 16 position patterns of indi-
vidual socket/terminals for maximum
heat dissipation. They are designed to
provide wire wrapping terminals on the
component side, allowing the wire wrap
boards to be spaced interchangeably
with standard printed circuit board rack
assemblies. The boards are supplied with
or without a 64 position right angle 10
connector (Garry P/N MPS64-PD). They
are available at prices ranging from $2
to $3 per integrated circuit socket
position.=
Circle 647 on ingquiry card.

2708 and 2716 EROM Programmer
for KIM-1

TECHNOLOGY
! e ANCA

Optimal Technology Inc, Blue Wood
127, Earlysville VA 22936, announces
a programmable read only memory
programmer for the KIM-1 microcom-
puter with provisions for programming
both the 2708 and 2716 (5 V only)
EROMs. By using the KIM-1 monitor,
any programmable memory starting
address may be specified up to 65 K.
Additionally, any starting address within
the address space of the programmable
read only memory may be specified
along with the number of bytes to be
programmed. The programmer has a
verify mode which confirms that all bits
have been programmed correctly. Com-
pletely assembled and tested, the pro-
grammer is packaged on a single printed
circuit board and the connector is fur-
nished. The program will run on all
computers which utilize the MOS
Technology 650X microcomputer. One
and a half 10 ports are required. Price
is $59.95.=

Circle 648 on inquiry card.

New Soldering Flux

The flux is called Spec-Master and is
available as a liquid, cored solder, paste
solder and soldering paste. It is intended
for use where a perfectly clean and safe
residue is necessary after only a mild
water wash. According to the company,
the flux is available in strengths strong
enough to solder stainless steel yet safe
enough to yield electronically clean sur-
faces after water washing. It is said to be
nonflammable, nontoxic, nonirritating
and nonfuming. For further information
write: MNokorode Soldering Products
Division, M W Dunton Company, POB
6205, Providence Rl 02940.=

Circle 649 on inquiry card.
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Circle 353 on inquiry card.

IBM® Selectric-Based

1/0 Writers

SUPER SALE

M- These terminals are from a large airline reservation

$249.95
WORKING &
CLEANED

Excellent Hobby Printers

Series 72/731 All Solenoids
Original Documentation
While Supply Lasts

Heavy Duty
8%2" Platten

system. They are heavy duty and were under continuous
maintenance. The units have been in storage. We make
every effort to ensure that all essential parts are included.
Most work when plugged in. No warranties are given or
implied.

Conversion Kits.

1. Conversion instructons, P C board for printer only using soft-

ware approach $59.95
2. 170 kit makes the unit into a conversational terminal. Instruc-
tions, P C board, components for a parallel or RS232 interface.
Will work with any IBM terminal $249.95
3. Completely converted unit and assembled interface for 1/0 us-
ing kit $999.95
Card reader by HP with RS232 interface $299.95
Printec line printers, parallel interface $1500.00

Honeywell 516 & 316 mini's, make offer. Cables, used 11
conductor, 100 ft with connectors $9.99
Electronic parts and circuit boards 1/4 Ib bag $4.99

Check, Money Order, Cash. Personal checks require 3
weeks to clear. No COD's. Units shipped UPS or PP
collect. Prices Net FOB Tulsa

SUPER SURPLUS SALES
P.0. BOX 45944 TULSA, OK 74145 1-918-622-1058

] ]
4801 STATIC, TIL ILOUT 40961 H')S RAN tRrI-TEK, InC. INTEGRATED TONE RECEIVER
TBOB North 27th Averus
GENERAL Proenix, Asitons 85021 “ 5 "2(")
DESCRIPTION 16021 9959352 M 1 -5
Part Numbar 4801 5 tics 2504TA 1024 bit S.R. memary (1404A).... ";"’g:‘:um . DT
s 0 4K semicon. Ganerator . andard
Iduclol' random MCMEST1AP Charactar Generator a O Requires minimum external parts count for
BCCBSS MEamOry 4400 Telephone Rotan 1 minimum system cost
organized as 4096 1-bil words. It i fully static and %:“‘, ;mm&n“,:z 14400 ig O Uses inexpensive 3.579545 MHz crystal for
1 sads no clock or rafresh pulses. Ilfm;‘!'-l MC14411P Baud Rats Generator 11.88 relerence
ringle +5 volt power supply and is fully TTL com- Modem # : : : ;
patible on input and ourpul Ilnu 'n-. m: " MC14412VF CMOS Chip 18.05 O Digital counter detection with period averaging
o MM57108N Number Cruncher Micro 12,2 insures minimum false response
ged i 74C915 7 Segment to BCD Converter 4 A
package 74C922 16 Key Keyboard Encoder 635 0 16pin package for high systam density
FEATURES 74C923 20 key Keyboard Encoder B8.45 O Single supply 5 Volts : 10%
= Single +5V Powsr Supply 74C925 4 Decade Counter w/latches 12.00 O Output in either 4-bit binary code or dusl 2-bit
# 4Kx1 Organization 74C926 & Decade Counter w/carry 1200 ook it e
. Rwllch;,‘si:::;l ﬂ;ﬂ;:‘:;‘ BRI 74C935-1 3% Digit DVM CMOS Chip 16.88 O Latched cutputs
® 18 Pin Package
T gt 20 1m0 e oescrierion
= 250 mw Typical Operating Power IN4148 Hi g 15/81.00 ,Imw The MES102 u a monolithic integrated circuit
= Ssparate Data In and Data Out D500 1 ‘Es\a'o‘.'ldm&'a\. Hi Speed Si 20/$1.00 fabricated using the complementary-symmetry MOS
» TTL Compatibie 1/ D131:200 V. 284 pag. T anel s (CMOS) process. Using an inexpensive 3578545 MHz
= Thres State Oulputs D2135 400 V., 25A Stud 1.00 television colorburst crystal for reference, the
= Dats Bus Compatible 1/ Function g;gn%ﬁw; 1_32 MKS5102 m:.l; and decodes u;.ls nvg:u DTMF
: tud Anode 5. in require
4804 STATIC, TTL IN/OUT 1024x4 N-MOS RAM D3909-4 50 V, 45A Fast Recovery 2.00 ment of only a single supply snd iu"::nmlm ina
INGTIZA4TA 1W 5% Zeners 4/$1.00 16-pin package make the MKS5102 ideal for appli-
GEMNERAL 13 Assorted Brand New Zener Diodes 1.00 cations requiring minimum size and externsl parts
e o0V 30 oo i 208 SN HETECTION FREQUENCY
e Y 30 S ' LT B LT
& i
ductor random o3 200V, 194" Cold Leods 15/51.00
xcmmmm J D1A-0030 30V DIAC 10/$1.00 Row 1= 897 Hz Column 1 = 1208 Hz
ofganized as 1024 4 bit words. It s fully static and A e
needs no clock of refresh pulses. It requires a VOLTAGE REGULATORS Row 2 = 770 He Column 2 = 1336 Hz
single * 5 volt power supply and s fully TTL com- 7805-06-08-12-15-24 TN220 95¢ 5/$4.50 F‘“"?‘“ Columa 3 » 1472 Hy
pativle on :‘:"' SR S, ‘"" $04is ;ghg%:é 2.615 54: ng‘?lm,\ TO-92 Plastic 95?; [Rowd-941H: |  Columnd = 1631 Ha |
v . 8
phcksge e - ?BH'I?K((‘.': 12v 21‘03 g:g JULY SPECIAL 'TIL 31 JULY
e TURE 7BHISKC 15V SATOD3 ® o
2 ?'K'l‘“";,:_‘:_ms““"" Lm317K 1.5A Adjustable TO-3 4.99 g:i‘m 3. b m’%
» Replaces 4 1024x1 Static RAMs t:g: ;:“:1 a:ﬁ‘:}m{&m 1;2 600 : -'5'56'&' T. phone h'umiurrm.f. 2 $1.50
ST wata S Gl Ty Mmoo TL430C Adjustable Zener- Think About It 1.50 P. C. BOARD TERMINAL STRIP e
= Accass/Cycle Timos 600 nsec max ;léiagmh;gm:dxmdww 9'2 Molded body encloses postive screw activated clomp
® 250 mw Typical Oparating Power L which will occomodate wire sizes 14-30 AWG, Contacts
= Common /0 Bus e 5 and pins are solder plated copper. Pins are on ,200
» TTL Comostible 1/0 Wane gove sirbel 4SGrens for LIPS thinging mhen Boumem. 11, % snouta Be lemoscarity eut -|-n-nu:
& Three Siats Outouts €00 LR RS o ram. EHESTTRTR SIS SRR inch (5.00mM) for standard P. C. mounting. 10Amp
; *'mmmmmxr_.. . L D ot se s =k Al 5 rating. Compare our prices before you buy.
* Ondies e 1hen B10 (813 foreign) pEew a0 81 . e guy wriae shipping andy in USA, Censds and
4801 or 4804 4K RAM's S—eg, Aanica. 4pole  TS5-2504 99
$8.95 8/560.00 16/5100.00 . ::-::m-:nmmm—mm : o T U ST L AR 1! nanstns. mied 8 pole T15-2508 1.49
* o Caen, meney segw caan cars. e 30 sen b LSULINLGTTARMERIT I I 12 0ole  TS-2512 2,19
] | |
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EXPANDABLE EPROM BOARD
16K OR 32K EPROM $49.95 W/0UT EPROM
Allows You to Use Either 2708's For 16K of Eprom or

2716's For 32K of Eprom

KIT FEn'I'I.IRES
All Address Lines & Data Butlered
2 Quality FPitaled through P.C. Board Including
Solder Mask and Silk Screen
Selectable Unit States
. On Board Regulation Provided
. Al Sockots Provided W/ Board

WE CAN SUPPLY 450As 2708's AT $11.95
WHEN PURCHASED WITH BOARD.

s w

S.D. GOMPUTER PRODUCTS.........

P.0. BOX 288108 DALLAS, TEXAS 75228

EXPANDORAM Low Cost
THE ULTIMATE RAM BOARD Cassette
32K FOR $475.00 et

$19.95

$151.00 16K $281.00 Features’ Play and record K.C. Standard 240071200 Wi
259.00 azK 519.00 tapes. 500 Baud, TIL 1/0 Compatible, Phase Lock Loap,
24K 367.00 48R 757.00 Both 22 Pin Connector and 8 Pin Moles Connectar
s 475.00 (1) 995. 00 Comes partislly sisembled. Oscilialor and phase lock

loop pre funed to K.C. Standard. Selecior wwilch sends
cassetle data or suriliary inpyt dats ts microprocessor.
LED indicates logic | level

THE 326 VERSION USES THE MOS BUY A SI00 COMPATIBLE RAM THE 64K VERSION USES THE MOS.

4K LOW POWER RAM KIT
The Whole Works - $79.95

Full Buffered - on board regulated - reduced
power consumplion ulilizing low power 210L02-1
500ns RAMS - Sockels provided for all IC's
Quality plated through PC board

*Add $10 00 for
29008 RAM DDOralon

TEK MKAT1S RAM B D UM 5 pek TEN MKALLG RAM AND HAS 16K

1 BOARD TO A MAXIMUM OF 63K gounpagies AND PROTECTION &
DTILITES DIF W '?E?."“"" : g:12:""'",gd:’g?ﬁ’m‘“;‘,"ﬂ'(:; Bnitrs pinswients ¢ | 8K LOW POWER RAM
BOARD COMES WITH SOCKETS FOR N O P TERc: BOARD COMES WITH SOCKETS FOR $1
32K OPERATION FROM SO COMPUTER PRODUCTS B4R OPERATION 59.95
LOOK AT THE FEATURES WE HAVE BUILT INTO THE EXPANDORAM! FULLY ASSEMBLED AND TESTED NOTAKIT
* MEMORY ACCESS TIME IS 375 ns * NO WAIT STATES REQUIRED siatic. 31L02.50008 fully. bisiarea an Board. requiated
* MEMORY CYCLE TIME IS 500 ns * NO CYCLE STEALING NEEDED Guaiity plated Inrough PC board. inclisding soider mask, §
* POWER REQUIREMENTS ARE: * ON BOARD REGULATION PosS. ip Switehes tor adress sainet
8 VDC 400 MA DG * CONTROL. DATA & ADDRESS INPUTS
18 VDC 400 MA DC UTILIZE LOW POWER SCHOTTKY
—18 VDC 30 MA DC DEVICES
* ON BOARD INVISIBLE REFRESH * DESIGNED TO WORK WITH 280,

8080, BOBS, CPU's
ADD $50.00 TO ABOVE PRICES FOR fowr ASSEMBLED AND TESTED BOARDS

Z-80 CPU BOARD KIT 280 STARTER KIT
Complete Kit $1 39. ‘WVERSAFLOPPY'™ KIT SIMPLE, STEP BY STEP LEARNING. CONSTRUCTION,

CHECK THE ADVANCED FEATURES OF OUR Z-80 THE VERSATILE FLOPFY DISK CONTROLLER FACING, COMPUTING, AND CONTROLLING WITH
CPU BOARD: Expanded set of 158 instructions, ONLY $149.00 AUDK} CASSEITE INTERFAGE CAPABILIT(ES.

NEW FROM S.D. LEARN COMPUTERS FROM THE START!

PROGRAMMING, OPERATION, MEMORIES, INTER-

4MHZ operation.

Comme!n Kit 1ﬂ€|uﬂ§3 Ko board and Display;
' 8080A software capability, Celml!.al Pr s -l ;e MZ.E.E
w— operation from a single | FEATURES: (BM 3740 Soft Sectored Compatible, S-100 BUS i, Lenrning Gudes.
" 559(: bt p alwf s B0 o e Senpatitle S0 BUE Features: Powerful 260 CPU with 158 instructions » 1024
po 4 ¥ or double |-aeu| Directly controls the following drives:
stops on an M1 state, true L. Shugart SA400/450 Mini Floppy
2. Shugart SAS00/850 Standard Floppy.
sync gen?raled on card (a : :E“%oms?d 277. Pn;};um Sluri[al' Hesadecimal Keyboard and Display
real D[US eaturen dynamic A * Wirewrap area for custom circuitry ® 5100 Connector
5 £OC 9404/0406. 0 |
refresh and NMI availabl 34 Pin C for Mini Floppy. 50 Pin Connector for Stand. oy P ARl S R L L

either 2MHZ or 4MHZ o ::‘d Floppy. Operates with momrleﬂ_CP.‘M operating systam nd
erition.” qualitydoubls sided platsd throigh P% d s 2 mands; Breakpoints; Single Step Capability: Audio Tape
board; parts plus sockets provided for all IC's.
*Add $10. extra for Z-8BOA chip which allows

PROM F'log;ammer * “Z-BUG" Monitor ROM (Including:
and Charlle Com-

Cﬂnsr: Comptier. Tru new ‘“Versafloppy” from S.D.

T available. Fioppy’ Oish Biives,” Both Mint and Fol Site Losd and Dump; ‘Exécite: user program """"““"”
D17718-1 Single Density. Controller Chip, Listings for Con- Many more unique F The best

are included in price. cational kit on the market . the cug;l-l.- onmpullr
FD 177181 CHIP ALONE $39.95 :nd tﬂguﬁnluml package for only $199.00. (Available
une

INTRODUCING THE SBC-100 O.E.M. SPECIAL
(-The Z'BO Based SIGU Sin ]e BDard Com Uter} ASK ABOUT SPH:U\L.D E.M r]lsr.f’:uNrc_‘. ON THE SD “COMPATIBLE SE ‘. x
' g P SOC100 — SINGLE BOARD COMPUTER $345.00
VERSAFLOPPY™ — FLOPPY NSK CONTROLLER $149 00
$34900 EXPANDORAM 32K RAM $475 00
EACH KIT IF PURCHASED SEPARATELY TOTAL  $873.00
FEATURES: ORDER ALL 3 KITS TOGETHER FOR
> e $899.00
: ;;0’ g"pb I-;;no;‘ N:”J?d”:z; : ::E@TT&?}: g;‘m i This Powerful Threesome ’Dpcutn Together to Form A Comolete Computer for Your System
= |K RAM « Paralle! Output Port
= 4 ROM/PROM Sockets for 4K/BK of Memory = 4 Channel Timer/Counter
* SYNCHRONOUS/ASYNCHRONOUS Serial 1/0 with * 4 Vectored Interrupts Z-80 IN QI%F'ETI'zl IIEJOEE!"'LIF OF S, D. SALES SPECIAL
RS-232 and Current L Intertac d Softwa 2
and Curr oop Intertace and Software Programming Manual MICRO.GOMPUTER $9.95
]
RAMS S.D. NOW HAS SOFTWARE FOR IT'S CUSTOMERS M'°“°ggg°859503
2102 Sonng g l; 3‘0
21002 - 250N 1595
2414 — 4K 14 05 8212-1/0 ot ... 350
M01A — 256 8184 00 8214 —P.IC. ... 12.
1103 — 1K 35 CP/M' DISK OPERATING SYSTEM . . . $99.95 g%f_gf&n"g:f Bus .. :3
5. 1€ . "y »
?:?;(‘K;IJ}!?: 3;2 CP/M is 8 powertul disk operating system which has becoma an industry standard. it is compatible with severs B226 — Invert Bus .. .3.9
disk based FORTRAN antl BASICS This package includes a CP/M diskette (min or full size) adapted for S0 s PIO for Z—80 14.9!
SBC.100/VERSAFLOPPY EXPANDORAM board set. Comp doc " {1 CP/M is & reg CTC for Z—80 14.95
CPU’S istered trademark of Digital Ressarch Corp . Pacitic Grove, CA 8228 Sys. Controller B8.20
B251 Prog. comm. interfact. 10.95
R ks wadiodl 2995 | 2807 DISK BASED ASSEMBLER . . . . . . $69.95 SD MONITOR : o ey SATRS :g;g proe. lniu:.ph.lglorfm.. 1?;
2 —BOA includes manuat 34 95 Rung on ANY CP/M based disk system Assembles Powertul mamitor for SBC-100 sngle board -com B830 Dual Line Dr. 1.7
BOBOA CPUBBIT e the official Zilog-Mostek Mnemonics Contains ex puters  Includes all VERSAFLOPPY control firm 2513 Char. Gen, ......... .71.5
8008 CPUB BIT 6 95 tensive set of pseudoops. Avalable on mini or ware. Comes in 2716 prom, Available in 4.6 weeks 8838 Quad Bus. Recvr, 2.0
full size diskette 4LS13BN — 1/8 decoder 9
PROMS VERSAFLOPPY DIAGNOSTIC PROGRAM . . . $24.95 8797- Hie‘x Tri-State Buffer i,z
- UERRACEORRY N CONTAE BIRMERAL . = 32490 Provides rautines which are heiatul in checking out | TR 16098 Vot = 23
1702A - 1K - 1.5us . 3.95 or 10/35, Prowides control for VERSAFLOPPY and boots up o disk bosed system Availoble in 2708 or 2758 TR 1863 Uart 85
270IIA8K-4501|. vieeennen 14,95 | CP/M. This runs on Z-80, 8CBO or BOSS based prom FD 1771B-1 39.95
5204 - e s SR computers. Available in 2708 or 2758 prom -
828]29 1K ...2.50
2708U BK IF[III!!“ 650ns ....9.95 CMDS
on 1 e B
404
COUNTER THIPS SUPER FLOPPY SPECIAL @i 8| By
MK50397 6 Di 1 i 8.95 i 2 e 3
MK50250 .||.|.'r'.:|t b:::“ _“m 4.99 S D. SALES' VERSAFLOPFY 5100 CONTROLLER BOARD PLUS :g}g gs? :g?? 1;3
MK50380 Alarm chip .. 2.95 SHUGART SA 400 FLOPPY DISK DRIVE INCLUDING CABLE FOR OMNLY 4020 a7 4076 97
MK50395 6 digit up/dn.count, 12.95 4022 97 14518 110
MK5002 4 digit counter . ... 8.95 $479.00 4024 75 14528 85
MK5021-Cal. chip sq. reot ..... 2.50 4027 39 14529 85

CALL IN YOUR BANKAMERICARD
(VISA) OR. MASTER CHARGE OR-
DER IN_ON OUR CONTINENTAL
TOLL FREE WATTS LINE:

1—800—-527—-3460

Circle 315 on inquiry card.

) o NO COD’s. TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD
Texas Residents Call Collect: . . Q . 5% SALES TAX. ADD 5% OF ORDER
214/271—0022 [ . FOR POSTAGE & HANDLING . OR.

DERS UNDER $10. ADD 75c HAND-
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITEDI LING.FOREIGN ORDERS — U. S.
FUNDS ONLY!

{All prices subject to change
without prior notice. )
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TRADE: BYTE, volume 1, number 2, good condi-
tion; for Dr Dobb's Journal of Computer Calisthen-
ics and Orthodontia, volume 1, number 1, | need
the article on NIBL BAS|C for the SC/MP chip.
Joe Price, POB 543, Olton TX 79064.

FOR SALE: TRS-80 LEVEL-l BASIC tapes and
lists: Star Trek (needs 12 K memory), list $7,
tape $9.95: Biorhythm (4 K), list $4.50, tape $7:
Lunar Lander (4 K), list $3, tape $5. R Menzies,
7106 Colgate Dr, Alexandria VA 22307.

FOR SALE: ASR 32 Teletype with stand, paper
tape punch and reader, doc tation
condition, $325. David Shorthill, RFD #2, Wells
ME 04080, (207) 646-5465.

TERMINAL: Texas Instruments 725, 30 cps,
hard copy, built in modem and coupler, rugged

FOR SALE: Floppy Tape Peripheral; complete
with |0 board, 8 tapes, new and used. Uses stereo
8 track cartridge. Each cartridge can hold one
program per track or B per cartridge. Program
length limited only by tape length, The used tapes
have 5 or 6 programs on each and are included
free. They are ready to run and cover Star Trek,
Othello, other games and technical programs. Will
interface to most microcomputers, schematic
included. Will ship UPS. $100, R Mendelson, 27
Somerset Pl, Murray Hill NJ 07974, (201) 464-
5244.

FOR SALE: Teletype model 33ASR, Excelient
condition, $600. ALTAIR B080a, with 8 K mem-
ory, TTY and cassette |0 boards. Factory perfect
condition, all MITS, $580. Selectric based type-
writer with paper tape RDR/PCH. Nice TTY
alternative, $480. All for $1500 Andrew Frankford,
2014 Marietta Av, Lancaster PA 17603, (717)
299-2456.

TELETYPE FOR SALE: (All 8 level ASCII) Model
33ASR (new), $1000. Model 35K5R (new), $1500.
Model 35ASR (used, very good), $1500. Model 35
reperf and reader set, $425. Parts for Model 33 and
35 machines, gears, modems. Model 28 Baudot

portable case. Very quiet, popular prof
terminal, $775 plus shipping. Also memory:
Solid State Music, 8 K, static, 500 ns (no waits),
assembled, works, $150, Wright, POB 7576,
Menlo Park CA 94025 (415) B54-5678.

FOR SALE: Heathkit computer system. System
includes: H8 computer, H9 video terminal, 8 K
y. all dard Heathkit software plus
extended BASIC. Completely assembled and
tested. Asking $1400. Call or write Paul Rand.

hi Send SASE for complete list and prices.
Lawrence A Pfleger. 2141 N 52nd St, Milwaukee
Wi 53208,

PROGRAM EXCHANGE: Programs are now avail-
able, in source form, to run on most any home
microcomputer. These programs come from various
sources and are written in BASIC and other
languages. In addition, our club needs other pro-
grams that you may have developed, making them

37 Maxwell Dr, Wethersfield CT 06109 1203)
529-0530.

WANTED: Back issues of CACM, JACM, and
JCCs. W Hutchison, Princeton Arms N 191,
Cranbury NJ 08512,

FOR SALE: Shugart SA400 minifloppy disk drive
and ten minifloppy disks, $390, (no controller
or power supply). Working video interface per
February 1976 BYTE, $100. DECwriter keyboard,
$50. Power supply, $35. Case, $42. Parts for
6800 processor board including 6800, 2x6810,
2x6820, 2708, wire wrap sockets and support
ICs: $150. Everything except disk, $310. James
Thomas, POB 26, Sanry Spring MD 20860,
(301) 774-7686.

FOR SALE: DEC PDPBe modules and peripherals
DKBEP, $375. ADB 16 channel A/D $875. DEC-
writer $1050. Omni p s, power 1
KLBEs; lots more. Send for list and tell me if you
have anything for trade or sale, | will repair any
DEC part or build custom interfaces or modules.
J Simpson, POB 632, W Caldwell NJ 07006.

FOR SALE: Thinker Toys “Speakeasy’ board
assembled, RS-232 serial port used, $100. Paul
Lamb, 13101 Parson Ln, Fairfax VA 22030.

FOR SALE: The Northstar Users group has over
230 ding prog including real estate,
investment, business, debugging aids and games.
| will copy these public domain disks for $5 per
disk plus the cost of a disk (or send a disk). About
15 programs on each disk. For a list of programs
and details send SASE to J Dvorak, 704 Solano
Av, Albany CA 94706, (415) 527-7730.

items to buy, sell or swap should send in a clearly

publication, m admmmmr should be clearly

Readers who have

, software or other

typed notice to that effect. To be considered for

typed d on plain
white paper, mo‘ include conWem name and
ddi infi These i are free of

charge and will be printed one time only on a space
available basis, Insertions should be limited to 100
words or less. Notices can be asccepted from
individuals or bona fide computer users clubs only.
We can engage in no pond on these and
your confir jon of pl: is appearance in
an jssue of BYTE.

Plesse note that it may take three or four
maonths for an ad to appear in the magazine,®

July IQTB@BYfE Publications Inc

il to other hobbyists for fun, enjoyment,
and practical use, If you can make available such
programs we want to hear from you, Please write
to us soon. For plete descriptive li and
a list of currently available programs, send $1 to
cover copy and mailing costs to: Mikel Home
Computing, POB 17105, Irvine CA 92713.

FOR SALE: "EIf" microcomputer trainer, $60
complete. Built from Popular Electronics articles.
Carefully wire-wrapped on Vector board; all ICs
socketed. Full hexadncnmsl keyboard in  out-
board jule. H | display shows 10
byte and memory address. All modifications fully
documented. RCA User's Manual, article reprints,
much extra data included. Bob Levine, 32 King
St, New York NY 10014,

FOR SALE: MMD-1 by E&L Instruments, $250,
Bug Book V included (6 units). Contact (805)
522-5276, after 6 PM.

FOR SALE: BYTE September 75 through
December 76 excluding January 76. All in per-
fect condition. Make an offer. Fred Henry, 104
Heathercreek Dr, Plainfield IL 60544, (815)
4366111.

FOR SALE: North Star BASIC programs: Corres-
pondence Editor: $5, Stock Market Analysis
package: $5, Mailing list and random access pack-
age: $3, Spacewar game package: $3, plus: Stock
Market data on 30 heavily traded P on
North Star disk. Includes: P/E, price, volume, and
percent vyield, weekly averages for 1877: only
$25 for all 30. Send blank disk, or include $5.25
for disk. Write for complete list. Herbert Schildt,
1007 N Division, Urbana IL 61801.

TRADE: 12 slot ALTAIR BB00A with HD power
supply plus 10 slot IMSAI for factory assembled
Altair BB00B. Both units fully socketed and fac-
tory checkout. Ken Roberts, 10560 Main, #515,
Fairfax VA 22030. (703) 5916008 or (703)
378-7266.

FOR SALE: PORTACOM briefcase ASCI| printing
terminal w/modem, keyboard, instructions, $595.
DEC PDPBes, modules, ASR33s, ham gear, free
lists, buy, trade, repair, design also. K2DCY,
11 Squire Hill, N Caldwell NJ 07006.

FOR SALE: Digital Group Z-80 four board system
including CPU, 10, TV cassette and mother board
bled. Two B K y boards, one with ICs,

led. C

FOR SALE. Altair BB0Oa with IMSAI 20A power
supply installed in original cabinet. With serial 10
board, Tarbell 1702A prom board, and 4 to 32 K
programmable memory. Everything works 100%
and software is included. Tell me what you want
and | will quote a price, or make me an offer. For
more information call (518) 456-8717 or send
SASE to Michael Favitta, 4 Sherwood Forest Rd,
Albany NY 12203.

FOR SALE. NCR high speed paper tape punches,
110 V, 60 Hz, used but overhauled about 100 cps
{according to technical manual), self-contained
cabinet, tape spooling mechanism built-in, eight
tracks, weight 40 Ibs. Delivery within 5 weeks after
your order comes in (ie: 5 weeks till you have it).
Price $200 including freight, coll orders from
clubs (minimum 5 punches) $150 per punch plus
$100 for freight. Order accompanied by crossed
checks should be sent ta TIME OuUT, Siegfried
Manfred Ramb fer 44, 6100
Darmstadt, GERMANY .

FOFl SALE: Control Dau 200 UT remote batch/

ive terminal, with a 14 inch CRT,
63 character keyboard, 300 CPM card reader,
300 LPM-136 column line printer and 4800 baud
communications capability. Complete original
service and operati tation included
Excellent condition, currently under COC main-
tenance contract. Contact: Bob Levy or Bob Minor
(301) 5659544 B750 Georgia Av, Silver Spring
MD 209810.

FOR SALE: Motorola MEKG800D2 evaluation
kit, B K Solid State Music Memory board. Includes
4 slot Altair (5-100) extender board, cabinet,
5V 6 A power supply, Mik-Bug firmware, 8 K
(SWTPC) BASIC, 8 K (SWTPC) Text Editor and
Assemnbler, 4 K Tiny Assembler, PCC's BASIC
games, (the evaluation module has an integral
Keyboard/Cassette interface) and COMPLETE
SYSTEMS/Family Documentation. Must selll
Asking $350 — will take best offer. Amn Trotz,
Psc Box 1116, Wurtsmith AFB M| 48753.

FOR SALE: Lunar Landi imulation

for any Radio Shack THS—M computer. On cas-
sette, ready to load. Send check or money order
for $7.50 to J Quistgaard, 715 S Alder St, Port
Angeles WA 98362.

FOR SALE: Heathkit H-9 video terminal, expertly
assembled, $600. Also, box of ten B inch Data
Packaging (DPI) floppy disks, never used, $50. |
pay shipping. Andy Thornburg, 400 E Jackson St,
De Soto IL 62924,

WANTED: Card extender or connector (male and
female ELCO PN0O-7015-058-000-002) for DATA
POINT 3300-101 59 pin. Cecil T Rutledge, 2726
Sandy Ln, Fort Worth TX 76112,

FOR SALE: Altair BBOOB computer with 32 K
200 ns static programmable memory, two serial
ports, one paraliel port, PROM board, ACR
cassette interface, floppy disk drive and con-
troller, panel mounted baud rate switches for
fast device change, extended BASIC on cassette,
disk extended BASIC, and DOS, along with 30
floppy disks, $5000, Steve Mastrianni, 2952 Main
St, Coventry CT 06238. (203) 742-6727 or (203)
664-2401.

Apple |l Software cassette: 16 K Blackjack mutli-
color card display, 2 plavtr naddln input, full
Las Vegas rules, opti play by

sound effects, d i included S!O.
George W Lee, 18B03 S Christina Av, Cerritos
CA 90701.

FOR SALE: All issues of BYTE from September
1975 to August 1977. All issues completely
intact and in mint condition. Best offer over $60
within one month after ad's appearance. Richard
Fermoyle, 7597 NW 73rd Ter, Tamarac FL
33319.

FOR SALE: One Compucolor 8001 color terminal
with BASIC 8001, background color option 32 K
programmable memory (8 K for CRT), floppy
tape bulk !toruge CPU operating system includes

both  with b
assembly plans and documentation. Going to
college, must sell, $750. Richard Yero, 12323
Algonquin Rd, Palo Park IL 60464 or call (312)
448-2609 after 4:00 PM or weekends.

i and paper tape |0 sub-
routirm Oru free serial 10 port, In perfect
operating condition, $2995. Contact D Brown,
(803) 7716087, 1308 Shirley St, Columbia SC
29202.



+ USED FOR CHARACTER MAY BE USED IN

V'SC;ELE RECOGNITION FOR A VACUUM,
INFRA RED COMPUTERS WITH UNDER WATER,

EXTERNAL CIRCUITS HIGH ALTITUDE

MINATURE SOLID STATE

202 VIDEO CAMERA KIT

FEATURING A.

00 x 100 BIT SELF SCANNING CHARGED COUPLED DEVICE

IN MAGNETIC ENVIRONMENT
BECAUSE THERE IS NO
HIGH VOLTAGE OR
MAGNETIC DEFLECTION

THIS UNIQUE UPDATED CAMERA KIT
FEATURES THE FAIRCHILD CCD 202C IMAGE SENSOR

ADVANTAGES FEATURES

* IN THE FUTURE e Sensitive to infra red
WE WILL SUPPLY A as well as visible light
COMPUTER VIDEO INTERFACE CARD . May be used for IR surveillance

= All clock voltages operate at 6V with an IR light source
reguiring no adjustments * Excellent for standard

e Higher video output signal surveillance work, because

e We supply the power board, so only of light weight and small size
a 5V 1 Amp power source is needed  * All components mounted on

« The circuitry has been simplified for parallel 3% " x 6%2" single
easier assembly sided boards

« Twolevel TTL output is supplied for ~ * Total weight under 1 Ib.

interfacing
*349°0 it

SURPLUS CENTRONICS PRINTERS
101 — *1,150
306 — °900

UNIVERSAL 4Kx8 MEMORY BOARD KIT p;uNTED cmcun BOARD TRANSISTOR SPECIALS

$69.95 2NB233.NPN SWITCHING POWER $ 1.95 BPIN 17 24 PIN .38
32-2102-1 fully buffered, 16 addvess lines, on MPRF-8004 a CB RF Transistor NPN $ 1.50 4PN 20 i
INI772 NPN S TO 3 $ 1.00 14PN 2028 PIN 40
board decoding for any 4 of 64 pages, standard T S I8 16 PN 40 01N
34 oir bumm. ity b viad with F-8 & KM 7WATT LD-65 LASER DIODE IR $895 [Tty 1o 18 min 25 =
2 8 PNP S0 1O 5 1.0¢ N
EXPANDABLE F8 CPU BOARD KIT | 2nsazor rer s 45 e b e
£99. 2N 5457 N FET § 45 2M3137 NP S| RF . $ .55
featuring Fairbug PSU.1K-of stauc ram, RS 232 282646 WIT s a5 1 e oy
interface, documentation, B4 BYTE. reais.st ER 900 TRIGGER DI 2N3919 NPN S TOIRF | - S 150
2N 6028 PROG _UJT & 2N1420NPN SITOS4 . ... ..., 3/$ 1.00
4K BASIC FOR FAIRBUG Fa vsglfg%&i&;u%rﬂ;;w;mu POTS ZNW;g’ 2 f’g Gig w TANTULUM CAPACITORS
Qi gt Lage L 1K, 2K, 5K, 10K, . 50K, 100K, i g 4 — -
200K, 500K, 1Meg, 2M 75 sach 3/$2.00 N5 703 s s0 22UF 35V §/$1.00 6BUF 5V
C/MOS (DIODE CLAMPED) ~ - e 2N3904 NPN S) 7092 5/S 1.00 47UF 35V 655100  10UF 10V
4001 4053 - 1.10 CHARGED COUPLE DEVICES 23906 PP Si TO 5'S 1.00 GEUF 35V 55100  22UF 26V
i02- b 4n7- o dom- 4058 - 1.25 CCD 321 AHZ-512 Analog Shift Aegister . $95.00 2NGZ06 NPH S) Ti S 50 1UF 35V 55100 15UF 35V 3
4004 % s0te 90 a0m 95 4065 0 CCD 201C 100x 100 Image Sensor . . $95.00 2 3 S 55 22 UF 2u-r $1.00 30UF 6V
i 2 5-, o L CCD 202C 100x100 imags Sensor $145.00 INIBIE PNP S TO-6 5/5 100 33UF 35V 45100 47UF 20V
:21? = ;I:; :35-2 x Aﬁ ‘gg 4518 - 1.00 VERIPAXPCBOARD. . .. ......... $4.00 4.7UF 15V B/S1.00 BB UF 15V
1 4 T4C0 2 Thi [’ 1165
4012 1B 40ZI 18 40T 150 74ty 96 | Loerd, ANaBhe DRAILLED st ETCNED ol TTL IC SERIES v T
B g o R e e | will hold up to 21 single 14 pin IC’s or 8,16 or LS 7845~ 65 74151~ 61 I IRCUITS
. DIF IC*s with busses for powsr supply connector, 7446 68 74153~ 61 o~ 7S
T08.0K EFROM (4 3 078 e 7447- 58 74154 04 = r bbb .
5 195 EP 100 PHC NS S &0 T448— 74185 58 2 " 307 0
5078 RED, YELLOW, GREEN or AMBER 7450- 15 M167- .56 N = by .
s LARGE LED's .2 &g oo 7472- 25 74181 55 = H v -
5 TIL-118 OPTO-ISOLATOR 473~ 28 18- £8 3 -~ Lade - o
$ 126 MOLEX PINS 100/ S‘ 00 1;:;;: g ;:::;: g » r LM 324 1,06
: i'-:g 1000/$8.00 7476- 30 74170~ 168 x - LM 33 110
10 WATT ZENERS 3.8, 4.7, 5.6, 8.2, 7480— 31 24173- 1,20 - = Lia 358 "
HEPH 18,22,100,150 or 200V o § .60 7483~ 85 74174- 95 -‘* = i i
$2m 1 WATT ZENERS 4.7, 56,10, 12, 15 485 87 175 85 2 - i
v+ 18 or 22V 6.5 .25 7488- .28 74176- .78 = 1 w38 128
51098 MCEBEE0 MODEM CHIP £9.95 o Ctleais = ' M3 18
Ave 10 UART HHH MCM B571A 7 x 3 character gen ... $10.75 ?:Eg_ 43 74181~ 180 H 130 t:::; = ;:
B703C TELI 1 7403~ 43 74190~ 1 2
S MNARY 8 8IT A/D CONVERTER 31280 Silicon Power Rectlitiers e e 5 E e =
P BOARDS USED Fo: = e e e 7496 68 Taies- 7 1 3 REMOC, =108
: = Bl - an %
SOLDERLESS RREADBOARDING 100_06__ 14 30 :.1] ERL] 00 24107 78 i+ | = % : :2:
264L 128 FIVE-TIE POINT 200 07 20 35 1.15 425  EBEQ 121~ 29 78326 150 a %) e =
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i s “SAD 10:4.1'!'5?555 !Eza Tiage analog T Bucker DATA CASSETT a5 = = 7 50
Th1s o A Brigada’ shilt register. 518.95 - R - % 5 LMo -280
CTS 206-8 sight poaition dip switch $1.90 IN 4148 [1NG14) 1551 00 44 Pin Solder Tail .1566" Connector £1.06 » :‘{ :::: . a
C'S'zm;;"“' "E'["';':.g"’ bl B1A% s MM B3B7AA new clock ehip which will directly :::?E, ;a o Ik
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Circle 340 on inquiry card.

Add $75.°° to assemble and test
Add $2.00 Postage and Handling

We supply all semiconductors,
boards, data sheets, diagrams,
resistors and capacitors, and
BMM lens.

Sorry we do not supply the
case, batteries and 5V supply.

FuII Wave Bridges
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Resder Service

Inquiry No.

4 Administrative Systems 114
6 AJA Software 135
10 Anderson Jacobson 45
14 Apple Computer 14
15 Apple Computer 156
16 AVR Electronics 159
17 ATV Research 133
25 Atwood Enterprises 180
30 Beckian Enterprises 180
31 Bit Basement 137
35 BITS 82,83,87,110,133
36 Buss 112
* BYTE Back Issues 146
* BYTE Wats Line 103
39 California Industrial 185
40 Canada Systems 143
43 Capitol Equipment Brokers 126
84 Carterfone 161
45 Central Data Corp 103
60 Component Sales 183
61 Computer Data Directory 110
70 Computer Enterprises 106
73 Computer Headware 111
75 Computerland 33
74 Computer Mart of MA 159
76 Computer Mart of NJ 144
76 Computer Mart of PA 144
77 Computer Resources 159
78 Creative Software 159
80 Cromemco 1,2
81 T Y Crowell 120
82 Cybernetic Micro Systemns 131
86 Databyte 123
* Digital Equipment Corp 172
90 Digital Group 19
95 Digital Research (CA) 143
100 Digital Research (TX) 187
Digital Research & Engineering 111
Dynabyte 67
ECHOIlab Inc 110
Electrolabs 183
Electronic Control Technology 141
Electronic Systems 189
Electronics Warehouse 191
EMM/CMP 118
EMM/Semi Inc 109
Engram Associates Inc 131
Forethought Products 126
Gallaher Research Inc 129
GFN Industries Inc 79
GRT Corporation 22, 23

Page No.

125
130
132
136
137
140
145

148

To get further information on the products advertised in BY TE, fill out the reader service card with your name and address. Then circle the

Inquiry No. Page No.
149 H & K Computer Corp 140
153 Hamilton Logic Systems 159
155 DC Hayes 119
160 Heath Company CIV, 34
170 Hobby World 179
176 IMSAI CllI
178 Info 2000 69
73 Information Unlimited 111
179 Integrand 140
180 Integrated Circuits Unlimited 193
183 International Data Sciences 129
185 International Data Systems 104
187 International Technical Systems Inc 159
190 Ithaca Audio 161
193 J & E Electronics 133

195
200
202
207
215
216
217
219
223
226
231
235
236
240
247
250
251
260
265

273
275
280
283
285
287
290
289
291
292
293
294
296
297
298
299

Jade Company 181

Jameco Electronics 194, 195
Kel-Am Inc 144

LMN Electronics 197

Logical Services 173

Magnemedia 99

Manchester Equipment 137
McGraw Hill Publishing 75
Microcomp 159

Micro Computer Devices 109
Micro Mart 137

Micropolis 96

Micropolis 97

Microware 150

Mikos 198

Mini Micro Mart 173

Mini Micro Mart 199

Mountain Hardware 5

mpi 127

MVT Microcomputer Systems 147
National Digital Diagnostic 133
National Multiplex 73

Netronics 121

Newman Computer Exchange 146
North Star Computer 7, 21
Northwest Microcomputing Sys 169
Ohio Scientific Instruments 24, 25, 26, 27
OK Machine & Tool 113

Oliver Advanced Engineering 135
Oliver Advanced Engineering 137
Osborne & Associates 93

Pacific Digital 136

Pacific Office Systems 198

Page Digital 188

PAIA Electronics 108

Pentech Inc 137

Inquiry No.

301
302

303
304
305
306
307
308
309
311
310

322

312
315
313
314
316
317
318
319
320
3

330
335
340
350
351

352
353
355
356
360
370
372
373
3N

374
376
377
378
381

383
386
388
393
395
400
405

appropriate numbers for the advertisers you select from the list. Add @ 13 cent stamp to the card, then drop it in the mail. Not only do you
gain infarmation, but our advertisers are encouraged to use the marketplace provided by BYTE. This helps us bring you a bigger BYTE.

Page No.

PerCom Data 29
Personal Computing ‘78 81, 151
PolyMarphic Systems 13
Poly Paks 203
Priority | Electronics 201
Processor Technology 8, 9, 10
Quantum Science Corp 159
Quest Electronics 188
Rothenberg Information 115
Rotundra Cybernetics 137
S-100 108
Scelbi 30, 31
Scelbi/BYTE Primer 95
Scientific Research 47, 49
Scope Data 133
SD Computer Products 205
Seattle Computer Products 105
Sherwood Medical 133
Michael Shrayer Software 77
Siliconix 59
Small Systems Services 147
Ed Smith's Software 128
Smoke Signal Broadcasting 107
Smoke Signal Broadcasting 128
Software Records 136
Solid State Music 11
Solid State Sales 207
Southwest Technical Products ClI
Structured Systems Group 17
Summagraphics Inc 122 =
Super Surplus Sales 204
Synchro Sound 39
Synchro Sound 40, 41
Tarbell Electronics 43
Technical Systems Consultants 37
Technico 65
Technicon 117
Teletek Enterprises 137
Terrapin Inc 71
Touchstone Associates 137
Transition Enterprises 159
TransNet Corp 127
Tri Tek 204
TRS-80 Software Exchange 141
US Robotics 137 :
Vandenberg Data Products 142
West Coast Computer Faire 51
Worldwide Electronics 133
Xitex 116
Xybek 142
*Correspond directly with company.

B80MB

BYTEz Oagoing Moaitor Box

Readers Tune In to Ciarcia

Article No. ARTICLE PAGE {
The winner of the April BOMB is Steve
1 Baker: KIMER: A KIM-1 Timer 12 Ciarcia’s “Tune In and Turn On: A Com-
2 Bosen: The Axiom EX800 Printer: A User's Report 28 puterized Wireless AC Control System, Part
3 Hearn: Top-Down Modular Programming 32 1,"” page 114. Second prize goes to Ernest
4 Hauck: Who's Afraid of Dynamic Memories? 42 W Kent’s “The Brains of Men and Machines,
5 Williams: Antique Mechanical Computers: Early Automata 48 Part 4: The Machinery of Emotion and
& Loswier: The Z:00 in Paraliel : 2 Choice,” page 66. The authors will receive
7 Libes: The First '_Ten Y ears of Amateur Computing 64 prizes of $100 and $50, respectively.
8 Walton: Controlling DC Motors 72 The BOMB (BYTE ' Orkalne Manor
9 Reid-Green: A Short History of Computing 84 e_ ) going i
10 Ciarcia: Build a Keyboard Function Decoder 98 Box) is your way of telling us what you
11 Frenzel: How to Choose a Microprocessor 124 think about the articles in BYTE each
12 Williams-Conley: A High Level Language for 8 Bit Machines 152 month. To cast your votes, see the card on
13 Weinstein: How to Get Your Tarbell Going 162 the opposite page.®m
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Viicrocomputer
System Solution.

Announcing theIMSAI VDP-40.

Fully integrated video data processor in a

single cabinet.

Twin floppies, professional keyboard,

S-100 expansion slots.

24 line by 80 char. CRT, insert/delete,
programmable font, protected fields,

inverse video.

Handsome flip-top cabinet for easy access.
Serial and parallel 1/O ports included.
FORTRAN 1V, Extended and Com-

mercial BASIC.

IMDOS (enhanced CP/M7¥).

ISAM.

You've decided you want a microcomputer
system—but what to buy? The component
system? A computer box here, a CRT box
there, a keyboard box here, a floppy disk
box there. .. Messy! The $695 system? But
...no disk; no way to add enough memory
...and, if you could, it’s not so cheap
anymore, and you still wind up with an
expensive box collection anyway. Messy!
The IMSAI VDP-40, a fully integrated
Video Data Processing system that, in one
handsome package, combines a profes-
sional keyboard, heavy-duty power supply,
twin mini-floppies, multi-slotted mother-
board and 9-inch CRT at a new low price.
System Expansion? The IMSAI VDP-40
was built for you. The extra slots in our

IMSAI EUROPE  Europa Terrassen

§-100 bus motherboard

and heavy-duty power supply

allow almost unlimited expansion.

Need more RAM? Add up to %2 MByte
with our Intelligent Memory Manager and
64K RAM boards. Need more disk storage?
A controller option of the VDP-40 will
allow you to expand to nearly 5 megabytes!
Add a line printer, an IBM-compatible tape
drive, a MODEM! IMSALI has them all,
with the interfaces and software to make it
work for you. The standard of excellence
IMSALI places at your disposal at a price/
performance no one else has put together
allows you to achieve the full potential of
your imagination.

8 Rue Jean Engling

Check us out.
; IMSALI has what you want
and what you need. Visit your dealer
or write us directly. Ask about the IMSAI
VDP-40 and the entire IMSAI line.

Features and prices subject to change without notice.
"CP/M is a trademark of Digital Research Corporation.

IMISA

The Standard of Excellence
in Microcomputer Systems

IMSAI Manufacturing Corporation,
Dept. EWN, 14860 Wicks Boulevard,
San Leandro, CA 94577 (415) 483-2093

Dommeldange, Luxembourg 43-67-46 Telex: 1428

See us atthe NCC Show, booth 2860
Price/Performance no one else has put together.

Circle 175 on inquiry card.




This 8-bit machine,
by itself, is as versatile

as a lot of systems
that include peripherals

AN

HEATHKIT

System Engineered
for Personal Computing

Be sure to use coupon on

page 34 of this magazine
to order your FREE

Circle 160 on inquiry card.
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